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Proposal to Establish

The University of Atizona .
Philosophy of Freedoin Centér’

We propase (o create the University of Arizona Center for the Philosophy of Freedomi. The
Center's mission would be to advanise the philosophical mnderstanding of huan freedom u the
political, éconoric; social; and personal domains. Our instriment would be 4 Formally designated
autoronTows cenler charged, first, with undertaking oritially impottant research on the most
{mportant and pressing issues pertaining to freedom, liberty, and justice and, séeond; tedching this
foundational scholrship 1o the most promiising graduate students in the world whils also opening
the door o this imporiant domain-to rising undergraduates.

Haie We here respectfully request the authorization ol the Deann 6 SBS, the Provost and President

i prepare a formal proposal to the Arizond Bodrd of Regents 1o gstablish the University of

Afizotia Center for the Philosophiy of Freedom within the Departoiéht of Philosophy:

We anticipats sectring substantial external financlal support sufficient to funid the Center thiough

a1 initial period of 5 {ofen years. We envision secuirfng external funding of appraximately

§1:606,000 arisually to eover all yearly Center costs, inchuding persormel and operatiats, for a
period of 5 to 10.years, after which tiriié 4 stinset teview of the Center would determine its
confimiation. Our confidenice iti secuting externat funding for the Ceirter arises from the success of
Brstissor Schmidiz over the last several years ifi securing external funding presently amounting 0
$338,000 annually in support of his ressaich snd tgaching on fopics pertaining {6 The philosophy of
freedom. ‘ . : ' .
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Quf aspivations arise from the continuing résearch achievernents of the currént Fréedor Program,
Ted by Kerirdrick Professor of Philosophy Pavid Selimidez within the Deépartinent of Philosophy.
'Ts achieve our rising objéstives, we aini to appoiat fo the new Center for the Philosophy of
Ergedonm faculty who will form 4 coherent and infellectually synergistic chuster of scholars whose
camplementary independent fesearch programs ould cover the moral and esoriomis foundations
of arkets, classical liberal sosiety; and freedom in general, Our vision is that these éreative and
ifluential thinkers would be officed iri close proxinmity, woild have contigiplis Tigeting space
for productive disciission, iteraction 4iid collaboration; anid would have the support of an offiee
fratiager and 4 fechnical assistant. Faculty would {each two or thrée cotises arnually and viould be
fangibly dnd produetively immersed irl researeh and i the daily intelieciual ife of the center: We
savision ifing faculty who will improve the stature and influencé of the Phifosephy Department
4nid, thereby, enhance bur ongoing recruitmerit of the absohite best graduate students in the world
ini the aea of political philosophy..

| To sehieve ihesg goals, we envision & hiring process devoting strict attention 1o the achievements
and promise of the faculty we hire, We will hire fasiitty with d passiot for writing anda ‘
coniplementary passion for critical, analylical, colfaborative diseussion of the research programs of
. their colleagues. The University of Arizdnd Center for thie Philosophy of Freedom shall béa free
market ini ideas; all subject fo ihe rigors of & market that deraarids tinth, honesty and integniy.
"We curently edch o course oni thie Ethics and Boononiics of Wealth Creation. This couse,
Phil/Econ 205, is cross-listed between Philosophy and Economics, satisfies an Bthics requiremant
o the Busiiess Sehool, and satisfies a General Bducation réguirerent on the iain canipus: We
originally set this course up to be taight every serriester with 4 capof 3500 We faughtit forthe”
frst time in Fall 7007, in pilot fort, with a.cap of 180, and ar¢ fegching it this spring with 1 cap of
570, afier regretiably turning rany eager students away. The curent plart is for Professor
Schmidtz and James E. Rogers Professor of Philosophy Gerald Gatis each to terch the cottrse in
alfernatinig semesters (o 350 stidénits pér offering, However since both of these professors have
many other cotipeting duties, the sustafned excellence of Phil 705 requires the appointinent, o
exterrially provided funds; of dt least one additional pettrianent faculty rember who would teach
this conise while alse confribinting substantially to the research sffoits of the Freedom Center, s

We also eurrently offer a two-course sequénce i the Philosophy of Freedom: Phil 320a
(Conceptions of Freedom: social démoratic, Libertarian, objectivist; existentialist; angd Phif 3206
{(Dimensions of Freedom; political, economic, moral, religious; eultural, psyehologicat) David
Sehmidiz created thése very siticesstul drid high-demand upper divisicn courses, but hig various
Gomimitments compete with bis anmvally teaching the pait of figedony coursss, Thus we asplre 1o
hire, again on external funds, at least vig more faculty mermber and ideally two more, Herg o the
ev Frcilty would contribuite to the research of the Freedorm Cestter. :

Wa hge ulss dsk the Dean and Provost each to coafir that gach of ther wilf provide fimds fo
provide all salary and ERE costs for two Tenured or ienure-cligible posifions in the Cefiterupod ihe
conélusion of ifs initial sunset review contingent 1pon tys saie positions having been fuily funded
by external sources throughout the existerice of the Ceniter prior to ifs initial sunset review. In this
case, the Digdn will have assured post-sunset reviéw for two posifions, and the Provost will have:
assared post-sunset review for another twa positions. :
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Wersqiest permission of the Dean, Provost and President to show this pioposal; carying their

signatures below, td praspeciive sourees of external funding for the Center it the context of our
prepdration of our formal proposal io the Board of Regenls. Our afim would bg then to secure
external funding for the Center while prepanng the formal proposal.

‘We thank you for your kind consideration and strong support.

¢+ James H. Moore, 7. President, University of Arizona Foimdation

Approveds

Approved:

Approved: ] N s .
Edward Donnersielm Dean, SBS




