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RESOLUTION 

The Propeller Club of the United States – Port of Jacksonville 
 

WHEREAS, laws setting requirements for shipping goods 
within a country, known as cabotage laws, have been enacted in 
various forms by Congress since the early days of the nation.   
First Cong., sess. 1, ch. 11, §1 (1789); 
 

WHEREAS, the Merchant Shipping Act of 1920, 41 Stat. 988 
(1920), as sponsored by Senator Wesley R. Jones, which came to be 
known as the Jones Act, was enacted in part due to the destruction of 
the U.S. Merchant fleet during World War I; 
 

WHEREAS, Section 27 of the Jones Act, related to coastwise 
shipping regulation, sets standards for vessels transporting goods 
between ports of the U.S., including Puerto Rico and other U.S. 
territories; 
 

WHEREAS, the Jones Act promotes a strong U.S. Merchant 
Marine, a strong U.S. shipbuilding capability, and a strong U.S. 
national defense; 
 

WHEREAS, over 75 percent of the countries in the world have 
enacted at least some form of similar cabotage laws protecting their 
own national interests; 
 

WHEREAS, the Jones Act does not limit the approximately 
8,000 foreign vessels that make over 51,000 calls on ports of the U.S. 
each year from calling on Puerto Rico from other foreign ports;  
 

WHEREAS, nearly two-thirds of the vessels that call on Puerto 
Rico are foreign flagged and nearly 100 percent of the fuel delivered to 
Puerto Rico is by foreign-flagged vessels; 
 

WHEREAS, there are at least 15 U.S. flagged ships and tug-
barge units that regularly call on Puerto Rico from the U.S.;  
 

WHEREAS, there are presently three primary ocean carriers 
that regularly deliver goods to Puerto Rico from the U.S. mainland: 
TOTE Maritime Puerto Rico, LLC; Crowley Maritime; and Trailer 
Bridge; each of whom have at least weekly to twice weekly schedules 
by both ships and tug-barge units; 
 

WHEREAS, these Jones Act carriers have invested billions of 
dollars in capital to expand capacity, improve efficiency and provide an 
environmentally-friendly service to Puerto Rico, including a  




