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e is a low-class person.
Wigt I mean by that is that we have absolutely nothing in common
As hégaseworker I realize that maintenance of the system depep#
on a Wgll-drawn boundary line
and all partig respecting that boundary.
And I am, afteqall,
I am a married W{gan.

Welfare exits. Hester reenteg, watches Welfare exit.

Hester
Bitch.

Hester, alone on Ngge, gfimines the cloth Welfare gave her.

Hester
Sure is pretty cloth. Sewing cagyfbe th¥ hard. Thread the needle stick
it in and pull it through. Preg# cloth. Le¥ see what we making.
Oooooh. Uh evening dresgGo to a party 8§ Drink champagne and
shit. Uh huh, “Dont mig# if I do,” and shit #4d la de dak and come
up in a limo and evergody wants a picture. So ¥gany lights Im blinded.
Wear dark glasses. Jrut my stuff.

Hester has another paXgful scomach attack
which knocks the wind out of her an¥doubles her over.
Far away, Chilli walks by with his picnic baXget on his arm.

He pauses, checks his pocket watch, thenNpntinues on.
ester, recovering from her attack, sees him just before he Wgsappears.

ster
Chilli!

/‘— Intermissid
\BEGIN
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Small Change and Sandwiches

Late at night. The children inside, all sleeping.
Lots of “A’s” written in Hesters practice place.
Hester, working on her sewing, tries to thread the needle.

Hester
Damn needle eyes too damn small. Howmy supposed to get the

thread through. Theres a catch to everything, Hester. No easy money
nowheres. Wet the thread good. Damn.

|
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She squeezes her eyes shut and opens them,
trying to focus. Having difficulty threading the needle,
she takes out an object wrapped in brown paper.

Looks cautiously around. Begins to unwrap it.
A sandwich.

Hester
Put something in my stomach maybe my eyesll work.

Amiga Gringa comes in.
Hester stashes the package, picks up her sewing.

Amiga Gringa _
Mother Hubbard sewing by street lamp. Very moving.

Hester
I got me uh job. This here is work.

Amlga Gringa
From Welfare?

Hester - .y
Shes getting me back in the workforce. I do good on this she’ll give
me more.

Amiga Gringa
Whats the pay?

Hester
Its by the piece.

Amiga Gringa
How much?

Hester
10 bucks maybe.

Amiga Gringa

Maybe?

Hester

I get a bonus for working fast.

Amiga Gringa _
Very nice fabric. Very pretty. Very expensive. And oooh, look at what

yr making.

Hester ' .
You good with needles? Thread this. My eyes aint good.

Amiga tries halfheartedly to thread the needle. Quits.



34 |l SUZAN-LORI PARKS

Amiga Gringa
Sorry.

Hester continues trying to thread the needle.

Hester
Today we had uh E-clipse. You seen it?

Amiga Gringa

Cant say I did. Good yr working. Getting some money in yr pocket.
Making a good example for the kids. Pulling yrself up by yr boot-
straps. Getting with the program. Taking responsibility for yr life.

I envy you.

Hester
Me?

Amiga Gringa
Yr working, Im—looking for work.

Hester
I bet I could get you some sewing.

Amiga Gringa

Oh no. Thats not for me. If I work, Hester, I would want to be paid a
living wage. You have agreed to work for less than a living wage. May
as well be a slave. Or an animal.

Hester
Its a start. She said if I do well—

Amiga Gringa

If you do well shes gonna let you be her slave for lifz. Wouldnt catch
me doing that. Chump work. No no no. But its a good thing you are.
Example to the kids.

Hester
I aint no chump.

Amiga Gringa
Course you arent. Yr just doing chump work is all.

Hester
Its a leg up. Cant start from the top.

Amiga Gringa

Why not? Plenty of people start from the top. Why not you? Sure is
pretty fabric.

Hester
All T gotta do is sew along the lines.

IN THE BLUUUD Qi =22

Amigs Gringa .
et :he Labric cost a lot. T wonder how much we could get for it—on

+h€ open market.

Hester ' .
Aiat minc (o sell. Its gonna make a nice dress. Im gonna sew 1t up

and #ry it on before 1 give it to her. Just for fun.
But Hester still hasnt been able to thread the needle.

Amiga Gringa '
B&t we could get 100 bucks. For the fabric. A lot more than youd get

forsewing it. And you wouldnt have to lift a finger. Id sell it tonight.
#ave the money for you in the morning.

Hester
Ne thanks.

Amiga Gringa
Suit yrself.
Hester continues trying to thread that damn needle.

Amiga Gringa
Chump work.

Hester
They make the eyes t00 small, thats the problem.

Resz) _ ‘
{seen Chilli right after I was with the Welfare. You said he was looking

for me and there he was! Jabbers daddy walking right by with a big
gold pocket watch. But did I tell? Did I run a'fter V.Uelfare and say,
“Theres Jabbers daddy?” I did not. Can you imagine?

Amiga Gringa
I told ya he was looking for ya. Hes gonna find you too.

Hester
Jabbers daddy, after all these years!

‘Amiqa Gringa
Maybe yr lucks turning.

Hester
You think?

Amiga Gringa
-Maybe.

Amiga Gringa
" Hester
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(Resy)

Amiga Gringa
I missed my period.

Hester

Dont look at me.
(Rest)

Whatcha gonna do.

Amiga Gringa
Have it, I guess.

Hester
You may not be knocked up.
Amiga Gringa

Theres something in here all right. I can feel it growing inside. Just
my luck.

Hester
You shoulda been careful.

Amiga Gringa
—Whatever.

Hester
So get rid of it if you dont want it.

Amiga Gringa
Or birth it then sell it.

Hester
You as crazy as they come.

Amiga Gringa

Hester
Amiga Gringa
Amiga leans toward Hester to kiss her.
Hester pulls back a bir.
Amiga Gringa
Whassamatter?
Hester
I dont got no love for nobody cept the kids.
5 Amiga pulls back, takesup the fabric.

Amiga Gringa
T’ll get you a lot of money for this.
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NO

Amlga Gringa

Whese

Amiga Gringa discovers the brown paper package.

Hester
Nything,

Amiga Gringa _
Smells like something. Smells like food. Smells like egg salad.

Hester
1 was saving it.

Amiga Gringa _
| cts celebrate! Come on itll be fun. Kids!

Hester
They sleep. Let em sleep.

ringa
E:::Lg:o:st 1:?1}? new kid. Just you and me. A new Iiff*. has begun. Am
I showing? Not yet, right? Will be soon enough.‘ Little Bastards in
there living high on the hog, taking up space. Little Bastard, we toast
you with: egg salad.
Amiga takes a big bite out of the sandwich.
Hester grabs at it but Amiga keeps it from her rea’ch.

ey

e

[i
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Amiga gives the sandwich to Hester
. X
. S ; '!i igii 5 I!! s
Hester gives Amiga the fabric.
Hester
Cheat me and I’ll kill you.

Amiga Gringa
Have a little faith, Hester. Amiga will sell this fabric for you. You will

not be a chump. In the mornin
g when th
bucks richer. Sleep tight. e sun comes up yll be 100

A'miga takes the fabric and leaves.

B e o =,

[HIRD CONFESSION: AMIGA GRINGA
Ny My Head | Got It Going On"

AmigaRGringa

In my hdgd I got it going on.

The triple§{ rated movie:

Hester and iga get down and get dirty.
Chocolate andfanilla get into the ugly.

We coulda done¥g sex show behind a curtain
then make a movi®and sell it

for 3 bucks a peek.
I had me some deliciotyschemes

to get her out of that hol&ghe calls home.

IN THELE PLUVY I #7

Arrd myself 1oo, ok, They dont call it Capitalizm for nothing.

{ l\“'\l)
Iye liked the idea of the sex

aNegst she acted like it

1 1-Nooking at me with those eyes of hers.
You Noking like you want it, Hester.
Shoot §Miga, she says thats just the way I look she gfys.

It 1ok Mittle cajoling to get her to do it with me

for an invied audience.

I'or a dimeWg look.

Over at my pace.

livery cent wagprofit and no overhead togpeak of.

‘I'he guys in theygeighborhood got theirgleasure

and we was our dwn boss so we didntjfave to pay no joker off the top.
We slipped right ifjo a very profitab}f situation

like sliding into warlg water.

IHer breasts her bottofg

she let me touch her h§gever 1 vanted

I let her ride my knees.

She made sounds like an gjfnal.

She put her hand betwee legs.

One day some of the guygtod advantage.

Ah, what do you expecjin a sC iety based on Capitalizm.
I tell you the plight ofgfhe workdf these days—.

Still one day Im gongfa get her to qake the movie

cause her and me gt had the move down

very sensual, very, provocative, very scntific, very lucrative.

In my head I goffit going on.

Im doing well for myself
working my money maker.

SCENE 6

Do you have any id ; ; . i
iy y idea how muciRgashg’ll get for the fruit of my white 4 The Rewfrend on the Rock
Grow it 3
e !
Blrﬂ.l N 3 Late at night. Down the road, Rgverend D. cleaning hi
e ; cornerstone, a white block of ghgnite bearing the dat
And why shouldnt I? E in Roman numerals, and pra¥icing his preaching.
(Rest) ¥
4 everend D.
3 t is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needfe than for a

Fupny how a woman like Pester

driving her life all over tjf¢ road

m.ost often chooses to gFalk the straight and narrow.
Girl on girl action is gvery lucrative business. .
And someones gotigido something for her.

Im just trying to B€lp her out.

rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” And you hear tgt and you
say, let me get a tax shelter and hide some of my riches sojghat when
I stand up there in judgment God wont be none the wiser!@nd that i
the problem with the way we see God. For most of us, God X like the
IRS. God garnishes yr wages if you dont pay up. God withhol§s. The
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