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From our Pastor

he lectionary text for the first Sunday of April is the story of Ezekiel and the valley

of bones. This is a fitting metaphor as we honor loved ones who have died, slide

perhaps unwilling towards the maelstrom of Holy Week, and look beyond it to the

undeniable and triumphant joy of Easter. At any given time at Sycamore, we are
simultaneously aware of health challenges in our community, changes in our lives, and
new life springing out of unexpected places. Life and death, ; = -
joy and sorrow occur at the same time, right alongside the
steadily and faith-filled works of service so many of you contribute every day. We
navigate all of these emotions, secure in the knowledge that God is with all of our
yesterdays, moments, and tomorrows — and that God loves us.

In both silence and in service we look to God, who is our rock, our companion,
and our salvation. Because of this we embrace God's words from Ezekiel: “I will
put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and | will place you on your own soil;
then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act," says the LORD.”
May it be so!

From the Moderator
By Georgia Fujikawa

This has been a strange month in my household. Much of it has been centered around care
for my mother, who has had some changes to her health that have kept her in a nursing
facility for the last three and a half weeks. So | been spending much time in the car, or at the
nursing home, or on the phone making various arrangements. Many of you have been
through this kind of a life change. It sharpens one's awareness of the fragility of one's routines, and how
quickly they can be upended.

As we are going through the season of Lent, we have been hearing about the concept of change or renewal. |
usually think of this as an option to be considered. What is interesting is when the change is thrust upon us.
Events have a way of forcing change into our lives whether we choose it or not. Being part of a church
community makes me more aware of life changes that are happening to others, which provides perspective
when it happens to me. | think that this is what a community is for. To be present for each other's rough
patches, and to provide comfort and aid when needed. It is an important responsibility that we all have, and |
am very grateful for it.

Job Opening: Sunday School Teacher

Sycamore has an immediate opening for a teacher who can plan and lead Tomodachi Tlme
(Sunday School) for 10-12 children from ages 2-8 each Sunday morning. This is about a three-
hour/week position. If you know of a good candidate, please refer them to our

website, www.sycamoreucc.org for more information.
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English Language Worship Services

April 2: Communion Sunday/5™ Sunday in Lent

Scripture: Ezekiel 37:1-14
Preacher: Pastor Kevin

Liturgist: Karen Nishikawa
Musician: Joan Matsuoka

April 9: Palm Sunday
Scripture: Matthew 21:1-11
Preacher: Pastor Kevin
Liturgist: Geoff Baughman
Musician: Rodney Yee

April 13: Maundy Thursday 6:30 pm

Scripture: John 13:1-17, 31b-35

Preachers: Pastor Kevin & Yoshioka Sensei
Musicians: Moses Canales & Kalil Wilson

April 14: Good Friday 7:00 pm

Also, drop in between 12 and 3 pm to worship at

April 16: Easter Sunday/Bilingual Worship
Service incl. hand bells & children’s choir
Scripture: Isaiah 43:1; John 20:1, 2, 11, 14-16
Preachers: Pastor Kevin & Yoshioka Sensei
Liturgist: Reiko Kamada

Musician: Hitomi Yoshioka, Kalil Wilson

April 23: 2" Sunday of Easter

Scripture: Exodus 24:12-18, 2 Peter 1:16-21
Preacher: Pastor Kevin

Liturgist: Roslyn Kartychak

Musician: Masami Hamamoto

April 30: Memorial Sunday/3™ Sunday of Easter
Scripture: Luke 24:13-35

Preacher: Pastor Kevin

Liturgist: Moses Canales

Musician: Satoko Fogarty

Arlington Community Church, 52 Arlington Ave
Preacher: Rev. Tony Clark: “Seven Last Words”
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Happy April Birthdays!
We name and celebrate those
born in February for, as revealed
by the prophet Isaiah, God says:

“I have called you by name, you
are mine.” (Isaiah 32:1)

Toie Egashira 1
Hiroko Gallagher 2
Kenyon Taylor 2
Yoshimi Kinoshita 2
Chris Aptaker 4
Jill Hutton 7
Ellen Fabini 9
Lori Kemp 9
Marilyn Head 11
Brandon Yee 12
Kurt Buss 13
Rev. Deborah Lee 14
Rich Aptaker 19
Kenneth Hiramatsu 23
Micah Yee 23
Rev. Dr. Mitsuho Okado 23
Jeanne Williams 27

Tule Lake & Mt. Shasta Pilgrimage

We are planning and preparing for a pilgrimage to Tule Lake and Mt.
Shasta. About 30 people have signed up for this event which will run
from May 27-30 (Saturday-Monday). We plan to drive up to and stay
near beautiful Mt. Shasta on Saturday, participate in two tours offered by
the rangers at Tule Lake on Sunday, and return on Monday. The
pilgrimage will blend reflections on being “pilgrims”, stories from those
who were there during WW-II, worship, opportunities to learn about the
complex history of Tule Lake, sharing meals and outdoor activities
together, and lots of fun for people of all ages.

Memorial Sundays

Those in the Sycamore Community who passed away

during each month will be remembered in both services on

the last Sunday. Family members are encouraged to bring f
photos of their loved ones and join us for worship and a 4"
time of remembering. Please let Pastor Kevin i
(revkevinomi@gmail.com) know about any additions to the o O
list below and family contact information. ' \

April Deaths:
Shika Sekiguchi 1966
Robert Leudke 1970
Hazel McCartney 1982
Kay Watanabe 1987 Takara Imahashi 2008
Sadayuki Kansetsu Uno 1989 Kinue Kano 2009
Miriam Tsukahira Hasegawa 1992 Charoon Thienprasit 2012
Anna Haruko Sekiguchi 1994

“These all have died in the faith... pilgrims on earth...seeking a homeland... therfore,
God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared for them a city.”
(Hebrews 11) In honor of Hiro Katayama

Masaru "Mas" Nagata 2003
Toyoji “Peter” Tomita 2008
Fumiko Aoki 2008
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All-Church Rummage Sale - Saturday, May 20, 9-2 pm

Our annual Rummage Sale is just around the corner! We are looking forward to
another terrific sale this year! Every year we have great time coming together
as a whole church for this event. Our customers come from near and far to take
advantage of our great bargain prices. Come early help out and find your own
great bargains!

See Flyer insert for full details.
Note: Donations will not be accepted after 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, May 18"

Rummage Sale

the church. Sign-up sheet will be available May 1% at church or you can e-mail Karen Nishikawa with when
you can help. We need many volunteers every day to make this a successful event. | hope you are able to join
us for this major church event.

Please mark the dates on your calendar and plan on coming to out to support

Thursday, May 18: 3 p.m. for Setup & Sorting - light dinner provided.
Friday, May 19: from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. for Pricing - light lunch provided.
Saturday, May 20: from 8:30 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. for Sale - lunch provided.
Come all day or just a couple of hours, all help is welcome.

If you have any questions feel free to e-mail or call.

Karen Nishikawa: karennishikawa@sbcglobal.net, (510-526-1431)

Kurt Buss: kurtabuss@msn.com, (510-232-8530)

Sun 10:10 - 11:50 am: Tomodachi Time

G d/ Com April 1 6 pm: Gospel Fundraiser Concert
mp April 8 11 am: Tak Fukuchi Memorial Service

to support Soctal Justice at Sunset View Cemetery

April 9 1 pm: Church Clean-up after Palm
Sunday Service

April 13 9 am: Kurimanju making

April 14 9 am: Kurimanju baking

April 23 1 pm: Church Council

Saturday April 1, 2017, 6:00pm - Doors Open 5:30pm April 30 1 pm: Kite flying for kids and families
Sycamore Congregational Church UCC

Hold the Date
Schedule of Events April 16: Easter Sunday

Mon and Wed 3:00 — 5:00 pm: AIUEO (Japanese language classes)
Tues and Thu 4:00 — 5:00 pm: AIUEO (Japanese language classes)
Thu 6:00 pm Interfaith Meditation (except April 13)

Sat 9:00 am — 4:30 pm: Sycamore NIN (Japanese language classes)
Sat 12:30 — 5:40 pm: Soroban/Abacus Classes

May 6: Bay Association Spring Meeting
May 27-25 Tule Lake & Lake Shasta
Pilgrimage

Sycamore Preschool by Yoshimi Kinoshita

In March, the children made their own Hina doll. We made in the style of wooden
figures (kokeshi).

We hope the children will grow healthy. We asked the children: where does wind
come from? What color is the wind? Can you smell the wind? Each child has their
own thinking and ideas to answer based on their own experiences. It was very fun to
hear the different answers from the class. Some examples: (1) The wind color was
rainbow, and the smell is sweet like candy. (2) The wind color was green, and the smell was like leaves. (3)
The wind color was blue, and the smell was like rain. (4) The wind color was clear, and the smell was like
COWws.

Now, the children recently are interested in roly poly. The children are very determined in their search to find
these bugs outside and have even been digging to find one! We will learn about the secrets of the roly poly.
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Let Us Remember in Our Prayers
Ever-present, Eternal God: We ask you to continue to be with all persons who mourn loved ones
and continue to seek new life in Christ this year. We pray for those in our Sycamore family who
deal with health challenges, including Pamela Milin, Pat Dea, Yo Nagata, Kazue Nakahara,
M Jeanne Williams, Mabel Kazato, and Isaac Kazato as well as those known only to God and their
families. We lift our prayers for the families of Rick Nihei, Tak Fukuchi, Frank Takeuchi, and
Richard Omi. We ask you to lift up the hearts of care-givers and bless them for the challenging work they do, in
your name of love. We lift up prayers of gratitude for all those who work with so much love to sustain and
enliven the church we love so dearly; and the blessings of their unique gifts.

More broadly, our Loving Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer: we pray for our national leaders, country, and the
world, and pray that your progressive movement towards God’s realm of justice, peace and love remains
strong. Help us to follow the ways of Jesus, we pray. Amen.

Faithful Financial Stewards

There are many ways in which friends and members of Sycamore can and do support our beloved church. Thank you!
Traditionally we do so with our “time, talent, and treasure”. The first the first two are perhaps the most important, for
by doing so, we create God’s Beloved Community together.

Did you know that there are many ways in which we can afso be faithful financial stewards? The table below shows
some of the ways in which you can help both Sycamore Church and the wider church. We encourage you to consider
giving through as many of these avenues as possible, as they all contribute to a stronger church, which is making a real
difference in the world!

Name of Fund Forms of Giving
General Fund: used for [ | o Pledging to give a percentage of your income to the church each year through
regular, ongoing our stewardship drive. We would appreciate having everyone pledge, no matter
expenses for the church or how small the amount is, because it helps the church plan and meet its
as a whole. Money budget.
comes from forms —} | ® Fundraising including Bazaar, Rummage sales, food sales, concerts, etc.
shown on the left. e Loose offerings are collected each Sunday in worship by ushers.
e Sycamore receives special offerings at Easter, Thanksgiving & Christmas.
¢  Gifts given to honor loved ones for events like birthdays, graduation, etc.

Nichigo Ministry e Money or assets can be given to directly support ministries offered by our
Japanese language speakers.

Memorial Fund e  Gifts given in memory of a loved one who has passed.

Preschool Fund e  Gifts to support either current operations or long term projects.

Property Maintenance Fund | ¢ Contributions for church building and parsonage repairs. We have a significant
amount of deferred maintenance, so donations help!

Women'’s Fellowship e Each year the Women's Fellowship raises hundreds of dollars which are
donated for large purchases and to honor people within our community.
UCC’s Special Offerings e Sycamore contributes to five special offerings throughout the year: One Great

Hour of Sharing, Our Church’s Wider Mission, Strengthen the Church, Neighbors
in Need and the Christmas Fund.

Scholarship Fund e Funds or assets that can help offset students’ college related expenses.

Planned Giving * Many members and friends of Sycamore include the church in their wills. This
can be done by donating an specific amount or % of financial assets or
investments, creating an endowment, and even donating homes.
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Benjamin and Stefanie Head would like to invite Sycamore Members and Friends of Sycamore to a
luncheon in Adamson Hall in celebration of our parents, Harlan and Marilyn, turning 80, to take

place Sunday, May 7, at 1:30 p.m.

Food will be provided, prepared by us. If you wish to bring something, that is fine but certainly not
necessary. No gifts please, but if you recall some amusing anecdote from the past or have something you
want to say about either Harlan or Marilyn, please write it in a card and we will collect it for a scrapbook of

the event.

Love, Stefanie Head

No Bible Day Camp and Soccer Camp this Summer
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An important principle of sustainable farming is to allow fields to periodically rest, so that they
@ ¢ 7 may be restored. The Board of Christian Education has decided not to offer Bible Day Camp this
=+ summer after doing so faithfully for many years! Please let family members know about this as
ot they plan their summer. The Board of Christian Education was unable to identify a Bible Day
Camp Director. Bible Day is a very large undertaking requiring many volunteers working for

months in preparation. The CE Board re committed to revisiting Bible Day Camp in 2018.
Although Soccer Camp is a much newer undertaking, the CE Board and Nichigobu realized that a number of
volunteers will be in Japan this summer, so Soccer Camp will also not happen in 2017 and will be revisited in 2018.
Nenetheless, there will be activities like kite flying for families on April 30 and monthly gatherings to play soccer, led
by Yoshicka Sensei - so fun will continue!

Sycamore Donations February 19 - March 19, 2017

Roy Adam Family

Silvia Akinaga, including in
memory of George Akinaga

Arakaki/Dea Family in memory of
Douglas Dea

Kurt Buss/Nadine Imada

Kengo Chiba Family

Kaori and Darold Davis

Marc & Anna Dea in memory of
Dougias Dea

Pat Dea in memory of Douglas Dea

Chieko Endo

Jan Fabini

Satoko Fogarty

Georgia & Dr. Mark Fujikawa

George/Midori Goto

Mari Hayama

Dr. Harlan & Marilyn Head

Stefanie Head

Hiramatsu Family

Aika Ikeda

David/Ellen Inada, including in
memory of Tak Fukuchi

Tom Inhada

Karen Inouye

Shingo/Reiko Kamada, including
grandson's first birthday, and in
memory of Haruo Uyeda

Stacey Kamada

Roslyn/John Kartychak

Hiroko Kilburg

Aiko Kobayashi

Akiko/Nori Kobayashi

Osamu Kumao

Rev. Deborah Lee

Eiko Matsuoka

Rev. Dr. Fumitaka Matsuoka/Rev.
Dr. Sharon Thornton

Joan Matsuoka

Kay Matsutani

Gloria Morita

Jeffrey Nagata in thanks for
kindness to mother

Karen Nishikawa

Etsuyo Nishikimi

Muts & Dr. Philip Nishino

Toom Noble {Noble Family)

tan/Bea Nomura, including in

memory of Hackie Honda

Naoko Qkahashi

Rev. Kevin Omi

Yoshiko Shimano

Gene/Janet Tanaka

Akiko/Kenyon Taylor

Rev. Dr. Randi Walker

Sherry Watson

Women's Fellowship in honor of E,
Matsuoka and M. Goto

Sumi Wu

Ted Wu in thanksgiving

Rev. Rodney & Delma Yee

Tasha Yorozu/Sam Suttle

Rev. Yasutaka Yoshioka & Hitomi
Yoshioka

Anonymous donation

Donations in this period (February 19- March 19, 2017) were made to the following funds:

General Fund

Memorial Fund

Nichigobu

Nichigobu/Pastor Yoshioka's Visa
Preschool Building Fund

Property Maintenance/Building
Fund

Property Maintenance/Parsonage
Repairs

Property Maintenance/Bazaar
Upgrade



“Hurry, go and tell the disciples...He’s going on ahead of you to Galilee!”
March 2017
Dear Sycamore Family and Friends,

Our theme for Lent this year has been “Praying into Silence”, a form of prayer that goes beyond words.
Sometimes we may feel like our hearts are pouring into an abyss and we wonder where God is. In the
Book of Job, Elihu says “As for the Almighty, we can’t find him - he is powerful and just, abundantly
righteous- he won’t respond” - just moments before God unleashes a
torrential description (4 chapters!) of God’s creative and redemptive
power. In the same way, the followers of Jesus must have poured their
hearts out on Good Friday and Holy Saturday, wondering where is Jesus?
Where is God? But out of that seemingly impenetrable void came not
more unbearable silence - but the unimaginable joy of Jesus’
resurrection! In Mark’s story, Mary Magdalene and another woman
named Mary are greeted by an angel. The angel terrified the male
guards, but the women persisted. They learned the Good News and ran
to share it with others! As a community of faith, we dare to pray into
silence, knowing that God will respond with new light and hope far exceeding anythmg we can imagine.
Each day, Jesus goes on ahead of us, encouraging us to engage with our wider community, to do his work
of love, peace and justice. The Gospel Concert on April 1 is an excellent example of our reaching out,
inviting, and joining with others to do Christ’s work.

We continue to “pray without ceasing” for those in our lives and throughout the world that seek safety,
peace, and hope. To do so is the essence of our faith - to be aware of both the overwhelming problems of
the world and to see ways in which God speaks out of silence in creative ways.

May each of you be nurtured and grow in faith through these upcoming Holy Week activities, on Easter

Sunday, and in the days that follow:

o Palm Sunday Service, April 9, 9:45 am in Japanese, 11:00 in English, followed by a light lunch and All-
Church Clean Up

e Maundy Thursday Service, including food /handwashing, soup and bread, and remembering Jesus’s
last meal with his disciples on Thursday, April 13 at 6:30 pm

e For Good Friday, we invite you to drop in whenever you can between 12:00 pm and 3:00 pm for a few
minutes, for Arlington Community Church’s Good Friday offering at 52 Arlington Ave in Kensington.
Rev. Tony Clark will periodically read Jesus’s seven last words as meditative music is played.

e Bilingual Good Friday Service at 7 pm on April 14. This will include lots of music and short reflections.

e Easter Breakfast, Sunday, April 16, 8:00 - 10:30am, followed by sale of crafts from the Women’s
Fellowship and special dishes from Fujinkai. The hand bell choir, Preschool children, and Kalil Wilson
will perform during our bilingual service at 11. Invite your friends!

¢ There will be an Easter Egg Hunt about 12:30 after the worship service.

May God speak out of silence and lead you into a beautiful and hope-filled world!

Rev, Revin Ome

A note about our Easter Offering from the Stewardship Committee ...

Easter is one of three special offerings we have each year, the others being Thanksgiving and Christmas. Our
goal is to raise $3500 from the Easter offering, though in recent years we have come up short. Please give
generously to this effort. It is an important part of our budget and makes it possible for us to fund all of the
programs and missions that are part of the life of this church.
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Sycamore Congregational Church, U.C.C.

Senior Pastor
Rev. Kevin Omi - 510-693-9998;
e-mail: revkevinomi @ gmail.com

Nichigo Pastor
Rev. Yasutaka Yoshioka - 510-829-2453;

e-mail: revyoshioka@gmail.com
Honorary Minister
Rev. Dr. Paul Nagano
.Preschool Director
Y oshimi Kinoshita — (510) 232-0724;
Church Moderator
Georgia Fujikawa - 510-232-0724;
e-mail: georgia_fujikawa @yahoo.com
Nichigo Moderator
Roy Adam - 510-233-2824; e-mail: n6fun@pacbell.net

‘Newsletter Editor

Sycamore Tree Newsletter Crew

Sycamore Tree Mailing Crew
Silvia Akinaga, George Goto, David/Ellen Inada, Tom Inada,
Eiko Matsuoka, Gloria Morita, Richard Takei

The Sycamore Tree is published on the last Wednesday of
each month. Articles are welcomed. The deadline for arti-
cles is nine days before publication and are included as
space allows.

For address changes, call 510-525-0727

e-mail: sycamoreoffice22 @ gmail.com

website: www.sycamoreucc.org

"Like" us on Facebook: Sycamore Congregational Church

Sunday Morning Schedule

9:45 a.m. Nichigobu Worship Service
10:10 a.m. Tomodachi Time
11:00 a.m. Nichigobu Bible Study
11:00 a.m. English Worship Service
12:00 noon Fellowship Hour

We are Sycamore United Church of Christ. ..
Rooted in a legacy of Japanese ministries;
Rejoicing in the gospel and worship,
Reaching out to all people;

Restoring God's peace in our communities and the world,

Sycamore Christian Preschool
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Extended Day Care, 1 to 4 p.m.

Phone (510) 527-9522
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,n% (Close from 12:00 to 12:30 for Lunch Break)



