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Writing Standards and Expectations for a Protestant Reformed School 

 

Introduction: 

In the summer of 2013, the TED committee began discussing the idea of updating A 

Writing Program for a Covenant Child the Federation produced in 1972.  They decided to 

organize 12 teachers and hold a week long workshop during the summer of 2014 with the 

purpose of updating this document.  During the course of preparing for this workshop, the 

TED committee postponed this workshop until the summer of 2015. 

After discussion, it was decided that a more beneficial project would be the development 

of a set of Writing Standards and Expectations.  This would be a separate document from 

the one produced in 1972.  This wouldn’t be a complete curriculum, rather, it would serve 

as a guideline as school’s implement their own curriculum.  

During the summer of 2015, the following teachers worked on the initial draft of this 

project: 

K-2nd Joyce Holstege          (Heritage- Hudsonville) 

Sarah Ensink                                        (Adams) 

3rd – 5th 
Sarah Kortus                (Heritage- Hudsonville) 

Dave Harbach                                    (Adams) 

Mike Feenstra                                (PRCS-Dyer) 

6th – 8th 
Kristi Thompson                                  (Eastside) 

Shaun Karsemeyer               (Hope-Redlands) 

Dan VanDyke             (Heritage- Hudsonville) 

9th – 12th 

Kyle Bruinooge                                      (CCHS) 

Jenn Knott                                             (CCHS) 

Liz Thompson                                         (CCHS) 

Trisha Haak                                            (CCHS) 

 

During the summer of 2016, a smaller team of teachers was asked to complete a final 

draft of this document.  This team was made up of Dan VanDyke, Liz Thompson, Kyle 

Bruinooge and Mike Feenstra.  There work would become the final Writing Standards and 

Expectations for a Protestant Reformed School document approved by the Federation.  

We thank all the above people for their contributions to this project.   



Purpose: 

This document serves a valuable purpose.  It guides the school administrator and teachers 

in the development of their own Writing curriculum.  It lists standards and expectations for 

each level in the school.  The administrator and teacher can easily check to see if the 

curriculum meets the standards and expectations set forth in this document by checking 

the appropriate box whenever a standard is achieved. 

This document is not intended to be a packaged Writing curriculum.  If an administrator or 

teacher uses it as such, they will be frustrated with its lack of details, specific language and 

materials.  Rather, we encourage schools to use this document as they develop their own 

Writing program at their school.  

Another fundamentally important feature of this document is that the standards and 

expectations are rooted in a Reformed worldview.  This is what makes this set of standards 

and expectations unique and worthy for a Protestant Reformed school.  We hope these 

standards will help produce god-glorifying writing in all our students.  In this way, we are 

teaching our students to bring every thought to the obedience of Christ. 

 

Rick Mingerink, executive director 

Sept. 2016   
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