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The Good Mentor

James B. Rowley
As formal mentoring programs gain popularity, the need for identifying and preparing good mentors grows.

Can you name a person who had a positive and enduring impact on your personal or professional life, someone
worthy of being called your mentor? Had he or she been trained to serve in such a role or been formally
assigned to help you? | frequently ask veteran teachers these questions. As you might guess, most teachers
with 10 or more years of experience were typically not assigned a mentor, but instead found informal support
from a caring colleague. Unfortunately, not all teachers found this support. In fact, many veterans remember

their first year in the classroom as a difficult and lonely time during which no one came to their aid.

Much has changed in the past decade, however, because many school districts have established entry-year
programs that pair beginning teachers with veteran, mentor teachers. In the majority of such cases, the
matching occurs before they meet and establish a personal relationship. This prevalent aspect of school-based
mentoring programs presents special challenges that are further exacerbated when mentor teachers receive no

or inadequate training and only token support for their work.

Qualities of a Good Mentor

During the past decade, | have helped school districts design mentor-based, entry-year programs. In that
capacity, | have learned much by carefully listening to mentor and beginning teachers and by systematically
observing what seems to work, and not to work, in formal mentoring programs. As a result of these experiences,
| have identified six basic but essential qualities of the good mentor and the implications the qualities have for

entry-year program design and mentor teacher training.

The good mentor is committed to the role of mentoring. The good mentor is highly committed to the task of
helping beginning teachers find success and gratification in their new work. Committed mentors show up for,
and stay on, the job. Committed mentors understand that persistence is as important in mentoring as it is in
classroom teaching. Such commitment flows naturally from a resolute belief that mentors are capable of making
a significant and positive impact on the life of another. This belief is not grounded in naive conceptions of what it
means to be a mentor. Rather, it is anchored in the knowledge that mentoring can be a challenging endeavor

requiring significant investments of time and energy.



What can be done to increase the odds that mentor teachers possess the commitment fundamental to delivering
effective support? First, good programs require formal mentor training as a prerequisite to mentoring. Veteran
teachers unwilling to participate in a quality training program are often indicating their lack of dedication to the
role. Second, because it is unreasonable to expect a teacher to commit to a role that has not been clearly
defined, the best mentoring programs provide specific descriptions of the roles and responsibilities of mentor

teachers.

Third, good mentoring programs require mentors to maintain simple logs or journals that document conferences
and other professional development activities involving the mentor and mentee. But such record-keeping

devices should keep paperwork to a minimum and protect the confidentiality of the mentor-mentee relationship.

Finally, although the majority of mentor teachers would do this important work without compensation, we must
not overlook the relationship between compensation and commitment. Programs that provide mentors with a
stipend, release time from extra duties, or additional opportunities for professional growth make important

statements about the value of the work and its significance in the school community.

The good mentor is accepting of the beginning teacher. At the foundation of any effective helping
relationship is empathy. As Carl Rogers (1958) pointed out, empathy means accepting another person without
making judgments. It means setting aside, at least temporarily, personal beliefs and values. The good mentor
teacher recognizes the power of accepting the beginning teacher as a developing person and professional.
Accepting mentors do not judge or reject mentees as being poorly prepared, overconfident, naive, or defensive.
Rather, should new teachers exhibit such characteristics, good mentors simply view these traits as challenges

to overcome in their efforts to deliver meaningful support.

How can we encourage mentor teachers to be more accepting of new teachers? A training program that
engages prospective mentors in reflecting on the qualities of effective helpers is an excellent place to begin.
Reading and discussing passages from the works of Rogers (1958) and Combs, Avila, and Purkey (1971), for
example, can raise levels of consciousness about this important attribute. Equally important in the training
protocol is helping prospective mentors understand the problems and concerns of beginning teachers
(Veenman, 1984; Fuller & Bown, 1975) as well as stage and age theories of adult development (Loevinger,
1976; Sprinthall & Theis-Sprinthall, 1980). Training exercises that cause mentors to thoughtfully revisit their own
first years of teaching in light of such research-based and theoretical perspectives can help engender a more

accepting disposition toward beginning teachers regardless of their age or prior life experiences.

The good mentor is skilled at providing instructional support. Beginning teachers enter their careers with
varying degrees of skill in instructional design and delivery. Good mentors are willing to coach beginning

teachers to improve their performance wherever their skill level. Although this seems obvious, many mentor



teachers stop short of providing quality instructional support. Among the factors contributing to this problem is a
school culture that does not encourage teachers to observe one another in their classrooms. | often ask
mentors-in-training whether they could imagine helping someone improve a tennis serve or golf swing without

seeing the athlete play and with only the person's description of what he or she thought was wrong.

Lacking opportunities for shared experience, mentors often limit instructional support to workroom
conversations. Although such dialogue can be helpful, discussions based on shared experience are more
powerful. Such shared experiences can take different forms: mentors and mentees can engage in team
teaching or team planning, mentees can observe mentors, mentors can observe mentees, or both can observe
other teachers. Regardless of the nature of the experience, the purpose is to promote collegial dialogue focused

on enhancing teacher performance and student learning.

What can we do to prepare mentors to provide instructional support? The quality of instructional support that
mentor teachers offer is largely influenced by the degree of value an entry-year program places on such
support. The mentor training program should equip mentors with the knowledge, skills, and dispositions
prerequisite to effective coaching. Such training helps mentors value description over interpretation in the
coaching process; develop multiple methods of classroom observation; employ research-based frameworks as
the basis for reflection; and refine their conferencing and feedback skills. Finally, we need to give mentors and
mentees time and opportunity to participate in the preconferences, classroom observations, and

postconferences that lead to quality clinical support.

The good mentor is effective in different interpersonal contexts. All beginning teachers are not created
equal, nor are all mentor teachers. This simple fact, when overlooked or ignored by a mentor teacher, often
leads to relationship difficulties and diminished support for the beginning teacher. Good mentor teachers
recognize that each mentoring relationship occurs in a unique, interpersonal context. Beginning teachers can
display widely different attitudes toward the help offered by a mentor. One year, a mentor may work with a
beginning teacher hungry for advice and the next year be assigned a beginning teacher who reacts defensively

to thoughtfully offered suggestions.

Just as good teachers adjust their teaching behaviors and communications to meet the needs of individual
students, good mentors adjust their mentoring communications to meet the needs of individual mentees. To
make such adjustments, good mentors must possess deep understanding of their own communication styles

and a willingness to objectively observe the behavior of the mentee.

How can we help mentors acquire such self-knowledge and adopt a positive disposition toward adjusting their
mentoring behaviors? Mentor training programs that engage mentors in completing and reflecting on self-

inventories that provide insight into their leadership or supervisory styles are particularly helpful.



The Supervisory Beliefs Inventory (Glickman, 1985) offers an excellent vehicle for introducing mentors to the
challenges of interpersonal communication. In similar fashion, The Leadership Adaptability and Style

Inventory (Hersey & Blanchard, 1974) can provoke mentors to reflect on the appropriateness of their mentoring
behavior given the maturity and commitment of their mentees. In my own mentor training, | follow discussions of
such theoretical perspectives with the analysis of videotaped conversations between mentors and mentees from

the Mentoring the New Teacher series (Rowley & Hart, 1993).

The good mentor is a model of a continuous learner. Beginning teachers rarely appreciate mentors who
have right answers to every question and best solutions for every problem. Good mentor teachers are
transparent about their own search for befter answers and more effecfive solutions to their own problems. They
model this commitment by their openness to learn from colleagues, including beginning teachers, and by their
willingness to pursue professional growth through a variety of means. They lead and attend workshops. They
teach and enroll in graduate classes. They develop and experiment with new practices. They write and read
articles in professional journals. Most important, they share new knowledge and perplexing questions with their

beginning teachers in a collegial manner.

How can we ensure that mentors continue their own professional growth and development? Quality entry-year
programs establish clear criteria for mentor selection that include a commitment to initial and ongoing mentor
training. In addition, program leaders work hard to give veteran mentors frequent opportunities to participate in
high-quality professional-growth experiences that can enhance their work as a mentor teacher. Some programs,
for example, reward mentors by giving them additional professional development days or extra support to attend

professional conferences related to their work.

The good mentor communicates hope and optimism. In "Mentors: They Simply Believe," Lasley (1996)
argues that the crucial characteristic of mentors is the ability to communicate their belief that a person is capable
of transcending present challenges and of accomplishing great things in the future. For mentor teachers working
in school-based programs, such a quality is no less important. Good mentor teachers capitalize on opportunities
to affirm the human potential of their mentees. They do so in private conversations and in public settings. Good
mentors share their own struggles and frustrations and how they overcame them. And always, they dosoin a

genuine and caring way that engenders trust.

What can we do to ensure that beginning teachers are supported by mentors capable of communicating hope
and optimism? Quality programs take the necessary precautions to avoid using veteran teachers who have lost
their positive outlook. If teachers and administrators value mentoring highly and take it seriously, mentoring will
attract caring and committed teachers who recognize the complex and challenging nature of classroom
teaching. It will attract teachers who demonstrate their hope and optimism for the future by their willingness to

help a new teacher discover the same joys and satisfactions that they have found in their own career.
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Teaching Christianly

Biblical Worldview Shaping and the Work of Christian Education

Bryan Smith | Biblical Worldview Sessions | November 10, 2017



The most natural way to integrate faith and learning in Christian education is to pursue this work
as biblical worldview shaping. We should teach all of the academics from the perspective of a
biblical worldview, and we should attempt to show students how that perspective gives meaning
and direction to all of life.

In this document we will consider how to pursue biblical worldview shaping by making use of an
analytical tool developed by BJU Press called the Levels of Biblical Integration.

This tool seeks to distinguish significant instances of biblical integration from less-significant
instances. The logic behind these levels is degree of connection between the Bible and the subject
matter being taught.

My thesis in this analysis is that if we are to do a good job of worldview shaping, we will need to
focus on Levels 2 and 3.

Level o: No Integration

Level o inserts the Bible through devotionals, prayer requests, and non-academic counsel. Even if
biblical statements are made, there are no clear connections to the academic matter. There is
nothing sinful about making use of Level 0. Any devout teacher will do this regularly. The problem
comes when a teacher does only (or even primarily) Level o. Such a teacher is not teaching
Christianly. She may be living Christianly before the students, but she is not teaching her subject
Christianly. And a school that focuses on Level o is not really a Christian school. It is likely a
college-prep school staffed by Christians. In order for a school to be truly Christian, the learning in
the classroom must be distinctively Christian.

Level 1: Referencing the Bible

On Level 1 the teacher integrates the Bible into the learning, but he does so in a way that is not
deeply connected to the learning. There are two common ways of doing this.

Level 1a: biblical analogies. Here, a teacher notes that something in the academic matter is
similar to something in biblical teaching.

1. Science: comparing insect metamorphosis with a Christian’s growth in sanctification
2. ‘Math: comparing a circle to God’s love for His people

3. English: comparing the impact that an adverb can have on a sentence to the impact of how

a person obeys has on the obedience itself

This kind of biblical integration can be useful, but it tends to become ineffective if it is used a great
deal. If a teacher overuses analogies, he will employ (sooner or later) analogies that are not very
analogous. Of course, not all biblical analogies are poorly drawn. Some are appropriate and useful.
But even then, there are limitations. Biblical analogies will always be marginal to the instruction of
the classroom.

Level 1b: biblical examples. On this level, a teacher locates instances of the academic discipline in
the Bible.
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1. Science: noting that Adam’s naming of the animals was a kind of classification (Gen. 2)
2. Literature: locating dramatic irony in the Joseph-Judah story (Gen. 42-44)
3. Math: noting evidence of n in the building of the temple (1 Kings 7:23)

This kind of biblical integration has a tighter connection to the learning. But here too we find
limitations. Level 1b is good at demonstrating relevance: it shows that the Bible is relevant to the
students’ learning. But, of course, we want to show students that the Bible rules over these subjects.
To accomplish that, we have to move beyond Level 1.

Level 2: Responding with the Bible

On Level 2 the teacher helps the student apply the subject to real-life situations using the Bible as
the authoritative guide.

Level 2a: serving with the discipline. Here the teacher encourages the student to apply the
academic matter to obeying the Creation Mandate (Gen. 1:28) and to loving his neighbor as himself
(Mark 12:30-31). This will require the use of authentic learning together with the application of the
Bible’s moral teaching.

1. Math: applying linear functions to building a wheelchair access ramp (Gen. 1:28; Lev. 19:18)

2. Literature: writing poetry that helps people deal with the reality of death (Gen. 1:28; 3:19;
Heb. 2:14-15)

3. English: writing a research paper that helps people see problems in the thinking of modern

secularism (cf. Timothy Larsen’s Crisis of Doubt)

This kind of biblical integration is much more deeply embedded in the teaching of the discipline.
Every instance could be itself an objective on the apply level of Bloom’s taxonomy. The students are
applying their learning to an instance of the Creation Mandate guided by the Bible’s teaching that
we should love our neighbors as ourselves.

Level 2b: worshiping with the discipline. On this level the teacher shows students how to use
the academic matter to declare God’s glory. According to Romans 11:36, everything in this world
exists, ultimately, to declare the glory of God. For this reason teachers should at regular intervals
show students how to use the subject matter to appreciate and declare God’s glory.

1. Science: keeping a stargazing journal that includes reflections on the glory of God (Ps. 19)

2. Literature: using skill in journaling to keep a prayer/praise journal (cf. Edward Taylor) (cf.

Ps. 119)

3. History: researching how the gospel came to you so you can praise God for His mercy and

grace
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Level 3: Rebuilding with the Bible

On Level 3, we rebuild the subject based on the teachings of a biblical worldview. To make use of
Level 3, we must remember the impact of the Fall. Everything in this world has been damaged by
our fall into sin. The human mind is no less fallen than the body. For this reason, each of the
subjects we teach is a mixture of good and evil—good from the vestiges of God’s original good
creation, evil because of the entrance of sin.

A Christian teacher should seek to give students the skill needed to distinguish good from evil. She
should also show the student how to formulate a proper redemptive response.

Level 3a: evaluating the premises. Remembering the fallenness of the human mind, a teacher
should help students call into question the assumptions of a given academic discipline and then
evaluate them from a biblical worldview.

1. Language arts: rejecting the objectivity of truth and appreciated all texts and cultures

(postmodernism)?
2. Science: affirming uniformitarianism?
3. Social studies: affirming early hominid development in East Africa?
4. Math: asserting that math is completely objective and certain?

Level 3b: rebuilding the discipline. On this level, we attempt to sanctify the student’s thinking
within a particular academic sphere by helping him rebuild the discipline with premises derived
from a biblical worldview.

1. Language arts: affirming the reality of revealed Truth and evaluating works of literature

from this assumption (Rom. 1; John 17:17)
2. Science: affirming Creation and the Flood and using creation science (2 Pet. 3:3-6)
3. Social studies: affirming Genesis 1-11 as history and building on its philosophical basis
4. Math: affirming human limitations and using math to model God’s world (Eccl. 8:17)

Level 3 has the deepest connections of all. If it is done properly, it requires a series of objectives that
are aligned with Bloom’s three highest levels: analyze, evaluate, and create. To distinguish the facts
of a discipline from its underlying assumptions, one must engage in the cognitive process of
analysis. To make a judgment (based on a biblical worldview) regarding a discipline’s assumptions,
one must evaluate the discipline. And to rebuild a discipline based on biblical assumptions, one
must create (or maybe we should say re-create).

When we consider these connections, we realize that biblical integration is not at odds with
academic rigor. It is instead bound up with academic rigor. In the end, we are not seeking to teach
in a way that is academically rigorous and biblically integrated. We are attempting to teach courses
that are academically rigorous from a biblical worldview.
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"Conviction for Christian FEducation”

Rev. Carl Haak

(e-mail: Rev. Carl Haak)
September 1, 2002; No. 3113 :

Dear Radio Friends,

For many of us, this week will mark the return of our children to school. In light of that, we want to
consider the Christian's conviction for Christian education.

Next to our love for the church of Jesus Christ stands our love for Christian homes and the schools
organized by and existing as an extension of these Christian homes. We love the church as the body of
our Lord Jesus Christ. And we love the Christian home and its extension, the Christian school, as the
place where the precious seed of the church is nurtured, where our children are taught to know the Lord
and to stand in awe of His mighty works.

We want to ask ourselves the question, as another school year begins, Why do we have Christian,
parental schools?

We want to see that a Christian school arises out of conviction, not preference. A preference refers to
what one chooses for reasons other than deep-seated belief, one that arises out of a mere preference of
one over another and, in that sense, a priority. For instance, you may be applying for a job and you say,
"I prefer not to work on Sunday." But, when push comes to shove and you are called to come in, maybe
you say, "I made plans for the day. I prefer not." But if the employer says, "Listen, the job is on the line.
Come in or else," then you go in. Then you had no conviction at all about the Lord's day. You made
God's commandment a preference that you would follow if it suited - not a conviction.

A conviction, you see, is founded upon the belief that God has spoken to me in His Word, and is
therefore a belief which is consistently followed in my life. A biblical conviction is the persuasion of
faith that my duty in this matter of my life has been made clear to me in the will of God revealed in holy
Scripture.

Christian schools must arise out of conviction. That conviction is this: that it is the calling of parents to
educate their children according to what the parents believe. In Genesis 18:19, God's Word concerning
Abraham was this: For I know him, that he will instruct or train his children in the commandments of
the Lord. The conviction for Christian education is that the parent is called of God to train his child in
every area of life. And the goal of this training is to equip our children to live as ¢hildren of God to the
glory of God in this world. It is the calling of a parent to do that.

Christian schools must arise out of conviction.

Christian schools must then not arise merely out of a reactionist movement. The motivation for a
Christian school is not simply to get away from that evolution and sex education stuff in the public
schools, as people sometimes say. Yes, there are many shameful and false teachings in many schools.
But that is not the primary reason or the core of our conviction for Christian education. Nor is the
conviction for Christian education a desire to establish a physical kingdom of Christ on the earth, to



bring dominion, as it is said, to every sphere by Christian education. That is not our motive either.

But the conviction out of which a Christian school arises is this: it is the calling of parents to train their
children according to what they believe so that their children might know how to serve the living God in
every area of life. That is a parental responsibility. Isaiah 38:19, "The father to the children shall make
known thy truth.”" This is the distinctive calling of a parent. Deuteronomy 6. 7, "These words, which I
command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children."
And in Ephesians 6:4, Fathers, nurture your children in the fear and admonition of the Lord.

It is only the conviction that it is a parental calling to educate one's children that can hold the weight of a
Christian school. Convictions are formed by the Word of God. Convictions are formed by the Word of
God being brought to bear upon the heart of the believer. Convictions are not formed by arguments.
They are not formed by straight-armed tactics. They are not formed by pressure of one group upon other
individuals to conform. No. Convictions are sacred. The Holy Spirit brings the Word to bear upon my
heart and shows me the way that I must go.

Let us look to the Word of God to form our conviction for Christian education.
What is it that you really want for your children? What should you want, according to the Word of God?

Of course, there are many things that we want for our children which, of themselves, are right and
proper and which also rest upon our heart today. I am not referring simply to carnal things, for instance,
a desire that your son be the leading scorer on a basketball team, or your daughter grow up to be
beautiful or popular, or that your children grow up and have a beautiful home to live in. These are the
desires which would center merely in the eyes of men.

No, our desires for our children center in the eye of God. We have, in that connection, many legitimate
desires for them. We have questions: Whom are they going to marry? Who will their friends be? Where
will they go and with whom? What work will they get? What about their future education in a college?
All of these questions center in this: Where are they going to go to school as children and young people?
‘What education are they going to get? What will be the environment? Will this education equip them,
will it serve them, or will it be inadequate? We reject with all of our souls the attitude that education is
only worthwhile if it teaches us how to make a dollar and to be successful. We want an education which
will serve our children, in today's world, to teach them how to be a godly person in this world --a godly
husband, a godly wife, a godly parent - to teach them to be responsible, to live in the world as the friend-
servant of God. We want that for our children.

In one word, we want godliness for our children - that they live a godly life. That is the most important
thing in the world, that they live godly - unto God - in this world. That is not a false piety. That is what
some people think when they hear of godliness. They think of a mask, of a pious look, of someone who
is of no use to present-day situations in which people live. No, biblical godliness is what we want for our
children - a full-orbed, solid, faith-rooted godliness.

Biblical godliness is what we want
Jor our children -
a full-orbed, solid, faith-rooted godliness.

In the Scriptures we read, in Genesis 17:18, that Abraham expresses this desire for his flesh-and-blood
thirteen-year-old son, "O that Ishmael might live before thee!" Paul says concerning Timothy, his
spiritual son, "This is my desire for you, Timothy, be not ashamed of the gospel nor of me its prisoner."
Look into the book of Proverbs. The book of Proverbs turns the heart of a believing parent inside out
and tells you what ought to be written in that heart. And what is that desire? "My son, be thou in the fear
of God all thy days." Therefore Proverbs speaks to the son and daughter about their companionship,



about sexual purity, about greed, about honesty, about industry, about integrity, about a host of other
subjects. We want our children to be men and women of God, thoroughly equipped, says the Seripture,
unto every good work, possessing the comfort and the attractiveness of vital godliness. We want a
generation which will be to the honor of God. We want to educate them in such a way that they will be
wise to discern, skillful to work. That they will be delivered from folly, immorality, greed, pride,
dishonesty, all of which stalk the youth of the land, and that they be stalwart sons and daughters fair, a
nobility of grace in Jesus Christ. In short, we want for our children what lies in the bottom of our own
heart by grace - that they might know Jesus Christ and know God and have eternal life in Him.

Now, a vital aid in attaining this desire is a good Christian school. What is a good Christian school? A
good Christian school has three characteristics. First of all, it is parental. That is, it is run directly by
parents of like-minded faith, through a board, and by teachers given their mission by those parents. It is
not a school handed over to supposed experts who secretly believe that parents are ineffective at best in
rearing children. It is not a school which goes off to draft its own mission statement of purpose or vision.
It is not a school in which parents take an antagonistic stance against the teachers. But it is a parental
school - a school which reflects the faith of the parents. It is a school in which parents have vital
involvement of love and covenant fellowship with teachers and children and in which the teacher stands
in the place of the parent, sharing the Reformed, creedal belief of the parent.

«we want for our children
what lies in the bottom of our own heart by grace - that they might know Jesus Christ
and know God and have eternal life in Him.

Secondly, this school is doctrinal. The basis of instruction in the Christian school is founded upon the
truth of the infallible, inerrant, perfect Word of God. There is no place in the Christian school for the
leaven of relativism. Relativism is the forsaking of absolutes in truth - absolutes of God's Word.
Relativism is the idea that we really cannot be sure about anything. It comes off very pious sometimes.
It is the idea that an educated person, an enlightened person, is the one who sees that the former
absolutes, the former beliefs of bygone eras are not really so, and there is nothing really dependable, so
what we need to do is to learn how to adjust. Therefore, we need to teach our children how to cope, how
to adjust as best as they can to the fluctuations of society and to the fact that ultimately there is no solid
truth to stand on except that which is right for them, so that they can make decisions in harmony with
their own feelings. That is abominable before God - the leaven of relativism that has infiltrated public
education with shameful compromise. Whenever the authority of the Bible is questioned, relativism
infiltrates Christian schools. A good Christian school is built upon the Word of truth, upon this principle
expressed in Romans 3:4: "Let God be true, but every man a liar." A good Christian school does not
send forth her students upon the sea of life without a chart, with one paddle in a rubber dingy, but sets
their feet upon solid ground and says to the children, "Come what may, this is the truth and it will not
change."

Thirdly, a good Christian school is educational. It provides a well-rounded, academically sound
education. A Christian school is not just a school with a Bible class and everything else that happens in
the school is OK until 3:15 when the bell rings. Then we are done. Oh, no! A biblical school means that
the Scriptures are applied in every realm of education. We must nurture them, says the apostle Paul in
Ephesians 6. That is, their minds. T press all things, says Paul, into the service of Christ. I bring every
thought into captivity to the Lord Jesus Christ (I Cor. 1 10). A good Christian school is not simply a
school for those who have high IQ. Oh, no! That is not the case, cither. But the talent given to each child
is first of all prayerfully discerned and then skillfully, zealously, passionately developed according to the
guidelines of God's Word. What a glorious thing is a Christian school! You must never, as a parent,
downplay learning. It is the most fascinating thing that God has given to us as children - to learn of His
wonders in Himself and in His creation and in all things as all things ultimately reflect the glory of God.

A good Christian school does not send forth
her students upon the sea of life without a chart.



This is what we want: a good Christian school - parental, doctrinal, educational - in which our children
are trained unto godliness.

That is our conviction because of our commitment to the Scriptures as the inerrant, without error, Word
of our sovereign God before whom we delight to bow and whom we delight to serve.

This is our conviction because of the truth of the authority, the perspicuity, or clarity, of holy Scripture.
A good Christian school and the schools that Christians organize out of conviction are schools
committed to the inerrancy of the Word of God.

We weep when we see in Christianity the subtle, and sometimes more and more blatant, proud denials of
the inerrancy and infallibility of holy Scripture. Someday, perbaps, you will go to investigate a school
for your child. You will ask, perhaps, "Where does this school stand in its sports program? What place
does it give to sports?" You might receive a vague answer. You might receive one that you disagree
with. You might ask the question, "What about the band and the music here? What about extra-
curricular activities? What about college preparation? What about secretarial schools? What about
home-ec?" And you may receive various answers, some that satisfy you and some that may not. But here
is the question that you must ask and you must receive the right answer: "Where does this school stand
regarding the holy Scriptures and the Reformed, biblical faith expressed in the creeds drawn from holy
Scripture? Does this school, and the parents behind it, believe that Scripture is word for word the Word
of God who cannot lie and therefore is to be trusted in all of its teachings?" The answer to that is either a
“YCS," ora "No."

A good Christian school
and the schools that Christians organize
out of conviction are schools
committed to the inerrancy of the Word of God.

For any church, or any Christian school, or any Christian organization to deny the clarity and authority
of the Word of God as God's word, word-for-word, is to put the word "Ichabod" above their school,
church, or organization. We cry in love to God and to His cause on earth, "Maintain the truth that the
Bible is word-for-word God's Word." There is where your child must be instructed.

And in that school, teachers must instruct to a godly life, training up the child in the ways of God. This
is our conviction for Christian education.

May God bless it in the coming year. Those who have thie grace and privilege of such a school, may you
not lose your vision. May you not lose your thankfulness. And may you not become complacent
concerning this great gift that God has given you.

In areas and Christian communities where such a school is not to be found, may you be encouraged by
the Word of God to labor faithfully in the love of God, one with another, for the establishment of such a
Christian school. And as we go forth in this school year, may we do so in confidence as parents,
believers, children, and young people. :

When we stop to consider the work of Christian education, like all of the other works in God's kingdom,
* we see that it is awesome, serious, important, and overwhelming. We feel that way as teachers. We feel
that way as parents. We feel that way as pastors and elders. We are weak and the world and its sin are
strong. There seem to be few who are convicted of these things - the commitment and the taxing work of
getting everyone together and behind one project and agreed is so very difficult. We become
discouraged and skeptical and bitter. We say, "Well, we're spinning our wheels."

Oh, no! That is not true. A little experience in the work of God will teach you that it is exactly when we



feel at an end and that we cannot go on, it is exactly then that God is delighted to work in us and to give
1o us.

May He give us and preserve for us Christian schools, organized out of conviction for Christian
education.

Let us pray.

Father, we thank Thee for Thy holy Word. We pray that Thou wilt bless it unto our hearts, Amen.

Last modified: 12-Sept-2002
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SECOND TIER

WALKING ALONGSIDE THE FIRST-YEAR TEACHER

THIRD MEETING RESOURCES
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The Tools of Change:

Teaching Strategies that Challenge Students
BY WESLEY SCOTT

Purpose

In Christian education today, as a whole, we find ourselves at a crucial juncture
in our existence as an educational movement. Throughout our short, yet rich, history as
a formal, educational movement, we have defined ourselves as the outsiders, the
rebels, the “fish® who swim against the tide of the humanistic and socialistic public
education system. In doing so, we may have painted ourselves into a corner by
deeming nearly every new idea, strategy, literature source, and curriculum outside of
Christian educational circles to be unacceptable, and, as a result, have not moved
outside our comfort and security zone. In the area of teaching strategies, many of our
schools have become slaves to the Christian curriculum publishers and their
recommended teaching methods. While methods suggested by these companies are
very good and can be effective in the right setting, are these methods most effective in
moving students from simply ingesting information to be regurgitated at a later date, to
the place of truly challenging students and their thinking processes about truth?

The outcome of a thorough and intensive study into effective teaching strategies
for the Christian school would take volumes to present. That is not the attempt of this
article. Instead, the goal is to stretch one’s thinking in the area of teaching strategies.
Simply, “Do I effectively reach every student in the classroom or school and take them
to a level of genuine learning?” This involves moving students from Bloom’s (1964)
lowest level of learning, knowledge (data recall) through comprehension, application,
analysis, synthesis, and finally to evaluative cognition, all with a truly, biblical emphasis
and worldview. If the answer is no, then open your mind to the potential that lies within
the school walls to move students to a place of effective learning and ultimately to be
effective servants of our Lord.

My garage is a pig sty. | mean that both literally and figuratively. You see, not
only is it the scourge of my dwelling in attractiveness and order, but it is also the home
to my father-in-law’s plethora of tools. He has toolbox after toolbox full of screwdrivers,
pliers, wrenches, sockets, and drill bits. He has power tools, pneumatic tools, saws,
plumbing fixtures, and every nut, bolt, and screw anyone could ever wish to use. On
several occasions, we have had deep and meaningful conversations about getting rid of
some of his junk. As | pick up a rusted, dusty, seemingly useless hand tool, he always
replies the same way, “Well, we can’t get rid of that. That's a special tool for (fill-in-the-
blank) that you can’t get anymore.” Unfortunately, as much as | hate to admit it, he is
right. All of those tools have a specific purpose and use. Although, | do wish we could
get them narrowed down to just a couple of hundred necessary tools. By the way, not
coincidentally, my father-in-law’s nickname, by which he is known to almost everyone, is

Piggy!



Within the possession of each Christian school teacher is a toolbox of sorts. No,
it is not full of hammers, screwdrivers, and wrenches, but teaching strategies and each
strategy has a specific purpose and use. Some teachers have a well stocked toolbox.
They have invested time researching the best and most effective teaching strategies for
their students. Unfortunately, many teachers in our Christian schools have limited tools
in their toolboxes. Rather than seek out effective strategies to reach their students, they
are content to use the same tools they have always used, and to imply that a change is
needed is like trying to chisel through that five-year old fruitcake you got last Christmas!
Let us look at some of the effective teaching tools available to teachers with a view for
improving the educational process in schools with an ultimate goal of reaching the
hearts and minds of the young people God has placed within our care.

Characteristics

There are certain characteristics of teaching strategies that are necessary for
effective teaching in a Christian school setting. First, teaching strategies must be
content-centered. For the Christian teacher, no matter what subject is being taught and
what textbook is being used, the content of classroom teaching should always be truth
as it is revealed by God. He is the source of all truth (Deut. 32:4, Ps. 31:5), and reveals
Himself, (1) generally through creation (Rom. 1:18-20), His providential control of
human history, and moral law or man’s conscience (Rom. 2:14-15); (2) specifically
through Jesus (Jn.1:1), and His signs, and miracles; and 3) specially through His
inerrant, inspired, written word—the Bible (Ps. 119:160, 2 Tim. 3:16-17). Teaching
within the context of a biblical worldview is crucial in a Christian school setting, because
students will not get a biblical worldview from society. Many will not even get it from
their homes, although the Scripture is clear that it is the parents’ responsibility to do so
(Deut. 6:7). The Christian teacher, therefore, has the responsibility to guide students
toward subject area truth within a biblical context. Subject matter and curricula are only
methods to accomplish this goal.

Nancy Pearcey (2004) warns,

Christian education is likely to be an exercise in futility if
it does not prepare our young people to confront and
survive the worldview challenges that they will surely
meet . . . training young people to develop a Christian
mind is no longer an option; it is part of their necessary
survival equipment.

Second, teaching strategies must be student-oriented. As each tool in a toolbox
is meant for a specific purpose, each teaching strategy in the teacher’s toolbox is meant
for a specific student. A full, working knowledge of the learning styles of one’s students
can facilitate effective and appropriate teaching strategy utilization. Whether one follows
the traditional, tripartite student learning styles: auditory, visual, and kinesthetic (or
Fleming’s (2002) VARK variation); or follows the learning style models of Gardner’s
(1993) Multiple Intelligences, McCarthy’s (1981) 4-MAT model, Kolb’s (1984)



experiential learning styles, or Myers-Briggs Type Inventory® (2004), the outcome is the
same: the teacher becomes aware of the method whereby each student learns best.
While this may sound like it “smacks” of Dewey'’s principles of student-centered,
progressive education, it does not. Proverbs 22:6 instructs parents and teachers to
“Train” a child in the “way he should go.” This is a direct implication that children vary in
the way they “should go” and each child is unique and special in this area. It is the
Christian teacher’s responsibility to profile the learning styles of his or her students in
order for truly effective teaching to take place. One of the most practical works | have
come across on this topic is The Way They Learn (1998) by Cynthia Ulrich Tobias of
AppLe St. It is also one of the few solid works that approaches the learning styles topic
from a Christian perspective.

Third, teaching strategies must be differentiated. While the term “differentiated
instruction” is a hot one in educational literature, implying a variety of means for student
learning with a more qualitative than quantitative evaluative design, such is not the
implication here. The point here is that the teaching strategies in a Christian teacher’s
toolbox should be differentiated, or as numerous and varied in their applications as the
students he or she has in the classroom. Not only should these strategies vary by
students’ learning styles, but also by age/grade level of the students, cognitive
functional level (gifted, standard, exceptional), and by subject and content areas being
taught. The teacher who teaches all students using only his or her chosen teaching
strategy is like a mechanic who is determined to use a hammer to fix every part on an
automobile. Absurd? Yes, but every day in Christian schools across America, teachers
are trying to “force” information into the minds of children, many of whom need only a
gentle twist, turn, or tweak with the correct teaching strategy for the content to be
received.

Fourth, teaching strategies must be feacher-led. The most crucial person in a
Christian school for effective instruction and information transfer is the classroom
teacher. If a teacher is not a qualified, dedicated, communicative leader in the
classroom, then education will not happen effectively. It is the teacher who bears the
responsibility to grow in his or her knowledge of learning styles, teaching strategies,
communicative skills, technology integration, and classroom management. However,
too often Christian schools are hiring “available” people to fill a space in a classroom,
rather than securing trained, professional, pedagogical instructors who are prepared not
only to be effective in the classroom now, but also are committed to continuing
professional development that helps them be better teachers in the future.
Unfortunately, when schools do hire these educational professionals, often
administration does not see the need for, or provide the funds for, staff development,
and teachers become stagnant. Teacher empowerment to implement cutting-edge,
educational methods and the creation of a growing, learning community among faculty
will foster growth and a desire to learn among students. | am glad that my automobile
mechanic has been trained in the use of new, diagnosis technology that assists him in
repairing my car. Otherwise he would have to guess at the problem and may, in the
long run, not only fail to repair the vehicle, but also do more damage than originally
existed.



Last, teaching strategies must be evaluation-driven. If my mechanic makes
adjustments to my automobile steering, | trust that he also will test-drive the car to make
sure it was the appropriate adjustment. While there is much debate in educational
circles today concerning the value of measurement and evaluation in the Christian
school setting, it is imperative that testing, measurement, and evaluation be utilized to
the fullest extent. First, teachers ought to seek out teaching strategies and methods that
have been evaluated and proven successful in other, similar settings. This information is
available through educational periodicals, journals, and professional educational
organizations. Second, before, during, and after the instruction of new content,
formative and summative evaluative methods should be employed to measure the
knowledge and mastery level of students in the content taught. Following Bloom’s
(1964) Taxonomy as a guide for testing has its advantages in this area. Third,
curriculum planning should include a period of content remediation and re-evaluation if
deemed necessary by the results of the measurements.

Educational literature, conferences, workshops and seminars, professional
development, internet web sites, and university courses abound with the “newest and
most effective” teaching strategies to help teachers in this endeavor to improve
classroom instruction. Most can be used in virtually any classroom, however many are
meant for a specific subject area, age/grade level, or cognitive ability. Teaching
strategies can be generally categorized into five basic categories: (1) direct instruction,
(2) inquiry-based instruction, (3) cooperative instruction, (4) information processing
instruction, and (5) experiential instruction. Direct instructional strategies include:
lecture, storytelling, and demonstration—anything that places the teacher as the primary
and only output of information. Inquiry-based teaching strategies include any type of
teaching where there is a dialogue between teacher and students or among students in
which students are challenged to think through a topic and present an answer or
response based on their thought processes. These include: discussions, simulations,
journaling, debates, comparing/contrasting, Socratic dialoging, etc.

Cooperative instruction is making use of student groups who work together to
accomplish shared goals, each group member with an assigned responsibility. Along
with the content area, cooperative instruction teaches positive interdependence, face-to-
face interaction, individual and group accountability, interpersonal and small group
skills, and group processing (Johnson, Johnson, & Holubec, 1993). More popular
cooperative instructional strategies include Jigsaw I, STADStudent Teams, or Group
Investigation. Information processing instruction includes any type of inquiry-based
strategy that moves the learner to a higher order of critical thinking. It attempts to
achieve the highest of the cognitive levels in each student. Some of these strategies
are: memorization, KWL, reciprocal teaching, graphic organizing, scaffolding, or
webbing. Finally, experiential instructional strategies include learning environments in
which the student gets actively involved in the learning process, beyond simple note
taking or journaling. They are strategies that provide a hands-on experience, like: role-
playing, experimentation, manipulative teaching, oral book reports, etc. Most teaching
strategies can be utilized in a classroom setting, in one-on-one instruction (tutoring or



mentoring), or in cooperative efforts among groups of students working together under
the guidance of the teacher.

In recent years, several books have been published which attempt to organize
available effective teaching strategies. The one that stands out as the most widely
accepted, because of its research-based approach to the topic, is Marzano, Pickering,
and Pollock’s Classroom Instruction That Works: Research-Based Strategies for
Increasing Student Achievement (2001). In it, the authors summarize many of the
available teaching strategies into nine essential teaching strategies for a teacher. They
are: (1) identifying similarities and differences, (2) summarizing and note taking, (3)
reinforcing effort and providing recognition, (4) homework and practice, (5) nonlinguistic
representations, (6) cooperative learning, (7) setting objectives and providing feedback,
(8) generating and testing hypotheses, and (9) cues, questions, and advance
organizers. Some other recommended books on the topic would include: Rutherford’s
Instruction for All Students (2002); Stronge’s Qualities of Effective Teachers (2002); and
Zepeda’s Instructional Supervision: Applying Tools and Concepts (2003).

Conclusion

There are as many teaching strategies available to teachers as there are tools in
my garage. One can get caught up with trying everything new under the sun, only to find
that Solomon was right—there really is nothing “new,” (Eccl. 1:9). When a Christian
school teacher chooses to step out of his or her comfort zone of status quo teaching, to
learn about the students in the classroom and how they learn best, to stock his or her
toolbox with research-based and practically proven instructional strategies, what
becomes “new” and exciting is the teaching/learning process. When that happens,
student achievement and behavior improves, parental communication and involvement
increase in both quantity and quality, and our schools can truly move through this critical
juncture in Christian education to become quality, educational institutions that not only
excel in the spiritual realm, but also excel in instructional practice within a loving,
leading, and learning community.

Dr. Wesley L. Scott is the Director of Program Services for the Florida
Association of Christian Colleges and Schools in Miramar, FL.
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Grading Overload: 12 Time-Saving
Assessment Strategies

Kim Haynes

There’s a faculty meeting tomorrow, a parent-teacher conference the next day, you have to prep
your materials for that project next week, and — almost forgot — you still haven’t graded the
assignments from two weeks ago, plus a new stack of papers walks in with today’s students. And
somewhere in all of this you might actually want to see your family or catch a movie while it’s still in
the theater.

Sound familiar? Don't despair — try these tips to avoid grading overload:

Change Your Perspective

It's easy to get into the mindset of “It has to be graded or it doesn’t count. It has to be thoroughly
assessed or 'm cheating my students.” But is that really true? Sometimes students are “cheated”
because the teacher is so burned out from grading that she just passes out a worksheet and
collapses at her desk instead of really teaching. Remember: grades are a tool — the means, not the
end. There are ways to provide assessment without grades, and there are times student work
doesn’t need to be assessed.

Don’t Try to Grade Everything

Students need practice in order to master a skill. On some assignments, just check for completion.
Don't weigh the assignment heavily and give points based on whether or not the student finished it.
This can actually help some students who work hard but struggle to understand the content — they

can get 100% for a change!

Shift Your Focus - grade elements of an assignment, not the whole thing

This works well for complex assignments that occur repeatedly — writing assignments in
English/Language Arts or lab reports in Science. You can’t grade these on “completion,” but choose
one or two things to focus on in each assignment. Maybe it's the first lab report of the year, so you
assess on format (did they follow the format?) and hypothesis (did they come up with a good one?
How do they explain it?), and the rest is “practice for next time.” In English, maybe one essay you
focus on transitions between paragraphs; another essay you grade on the proper use of
prepositions, and a third you focus on adjectives and adverbs.

This is better for students anyway. Have you ever spent ages marking every mistake on a paper,
only to have the student throw it away, complaining, “I'll never get this right!” By strategically
focusing on specific areas, the student has a better opportunity to improve her skills over time.



Peer Grade

Assign students to work together in pairs or small groups to evaluate each other’s work. This is a
terrific step for in-progress assignments or a change of pace for homework evaluation. Ask students
to fill out a form with their peer assessment — that way you can quickly review the peer grades and
catch anything that is glaringly wrong.

Use Rubrics

Yes, it takes time to create one, but Rubistar or Teachnology offer many standardized rubrics you
can start with. Once you've created the rubric, it can simplify the grading process, especially for
more straightforward assessment elements like punctuation, spelling, or formatting issues.

Schedule Assignments Carefully

This requires advance planning, but it can really save your sanity. Think about your life and your
schedule — what other assignments do you have coming in from other courses/subjects? — before
you assign a big project or a long essay.

Try to break things up: if all your English students write an essay a week, then have Period 1 essays
due on Tuesdays and Period 2 essays due on Thursdays. If you know your freshmen history
students will do their research papers in March, schedule your sophomore history papers to be due
in April. Of course you can’t always manage this — the end of the semester will be crazy, no matter
what you do — but on some assignments it's worth a try.

“Grade” Things as a Class

This takes up class time, but may be worth it for some topics. Imagine this: you teach a new concept
and assign homework so students can practice. The next day, you collect the assignment and have
students start on something new. When you finally get around to assessing the homework that night,
you realize the whole class missed a key component and you need to re-teach the entire lesson. If
you grade the assignment as a class, you could have discovered the problem earlier, which would
be better for your students and your sanity.

Use an Online Grading System

It's hard to give up on a system you've stuck with for years, but if the grading paperwork feels
overwhelming, it may be time to try something new. Programs like Engrade, MyGradebook.com,
and JupiterGrades allow you to access your grades from home and communicate with students and
parents via email or instant message. Some programs allow you to weigh your grading categories in
advance, so 100% on a homework assignment automatically counts less than 100% on a semester
exam. It may take practice to get used to the program, but once you start, you'll be surprised at how
much time it can save.

Provide Verbal Feedback
Build in student conference time periodically to help students on big projects or to give feedback on
frequently used assignments, like lab reports or essays. Get the class working on something — SSR



time, finishing a worksheet, or researching information for a project — and then call up students one
at a time.

Look over the student’s work, identify one or two things he is doing well, and one or two things he
needs to work on. Invite him to ask questions, then ask him to return to his seat. Once you get the
process going, you can “check in” with a student in 3-5 minutes. Every student gets some one-on-
one interaction with you and gets to hear you say something positive about her work. You won’t be
able to do this all the time, but even once a semester can help.

Build in Grading Time to Your Schedule

For many teachers, grading just piles up because they don’t make the time to get it done. Choose a
set time each week when you can make some headway on your piles of papers. Maybe you can eat
lunch in your room one day a week and do it then? Stay afterschool for an hour one day, but don’t
schedule conferences during that time? Make your spouse watch the kids while you go to a coffee
bar on Saturday morning and finish a stack of papers? Every teacher’s schedule is different, but
setting aside a specific time can keep the piles from getting too overwhelming.

Give Group Assignments and Group Grades
Many teachers resist group assignments because it’s too difficult to evaluate each individual
student’s work. But not every assignment needs an individual grade.

If groups are too chaotic for your classroom, what about a pairs assignment? Assign students to
write a paragraph or essay in pairs, and set up your stronger writers with your weaker writers. It
gives the weaker writers a model to emulate and you get half as many papers to grade.

Got a Bunch of Grading To Do? Reward Yourself Afterward

There’s no way to avoid it: sometimes you will just have a mountain of papers to grade. Usually, you
know when those times are coming, because a big project is due or a grading period ends. Build in a
break — something to look forward to as you slog your way through the papers. Maybe it's a “date”
with your spouse or an afterschool outing with your fellow teachers. Some teachers make a tradition
out of it — the “Grades Are In” celebratory dinner with colleagues. Or just pencil in some downtime —
a long walk or a chance to read a novel that you aren’t teaching. Whatever appeals to you, make it a
part of your schedule and take it just as seriously as getting in those grades. You'll be a happier
person and a better teacher because of it.



Report-Card Writing Strategies for First Timers
Denise Willi

Feeling clueless about writing report cards? You're not alone. Few colleges offer
courses in them and most school systems don't make time to offer formal direction to
new teachers. "If it weren't for teachers around me who helped me figure it out, | would
have felt as if | were almost making it up,” recalls Kim Wilkes, a teacher in Winter Park,
Florida, about her first report-card writing experience many years ago.

"It's a time-consuming and stressful task," says Elizabeth Rae Merrill, a teacher in
Dobbs Ferry, New York. "To do it well, you must do a serious evaluation of the students’
work as well as their in-class performances, and then synthesize all your observations
into information that's useful to parents and students." Here are some strategies and
techniques to help you get started.

1.

Get the Support You Need. "New teachers not only need help preparing report cards,
but from day one they need to know what to collect for a report card," says Eileen
Thornburgh, a teacher in Boise, Idaho.

A first step is finding out if there is a paid mentor in school to help you. If one isn't
available, seek out a teacher you trust. "We teachers talk all the time, at lunch, orin the
teachers' lounge," says Thornburgh. "Use these opportunities to find out what you need
to know."

Gain Clarity From Your Principal and "Model" Report Cards. Sit down with your
principal and talk about the school's grading philosophy. Check out models of report
cards written by other teachers in a similar grade or content area.

For most teachers, the purpose of a report card is to provide a snapshot of a student's
academic, social-emotional, and work skills. "When I'm writing a report card, I'm writing a
page of history. | want to represent this individual in all that they've done," says Paula
Bautista, a teacher in New York's Westchester County. "It's for the parent, for the school,
and for the next teacher who might need it."

When it comes to grading, the picture isn't so clear. Teachers tend to get scant input
from the school about how tough or easy to be. As a result, grading standards often vary
widely. "All grades are not equal. An A in one class may not be an A in another teacher's
class," says Merrill.

Merrill believes new teachers have to know precisely what they're assessing. "Are you
grading a student's progress in comparison to his previous work, or are you grading work
as compared to his classmates? Are you grading effort or ability?" A grading policy that
is clear, consistent, and communicated to parents at the beginning of the school year will
help parents get a true picture of their child's progress.

Get Organized. If you haven't done so already, check the school's academic calendar
for report card due dates. Then decide what tools you will use to make your evaluations,
such as portfolios, checklists, inventories, student self-assessments, anecdotal
observations, and test results.



Setting up an assessment system is critical because finding time to reflect in a busy
classroom isn't always easy. Says Bautista, "Kids need you; parents need you. We're
just so incredibly rushed . . . and overloaded with curriculum. As a result, we assess on
the spot, constantly."

To help identify a student's progress, Bautista narrows her focus. "Instead of trying to
assess all of a student's work, | pull one sample a week that is truly revealing about a
child. Some of the samples are going to be their best work, highlights. Other samples
are their day in, day out stuff. For every big concept you're teaching, you want to have a
sample to look at.”

Bautista maintains a filing system that includes three separate folders for writing, math,
and reading, all of which students may access. A fourth file is for her eyes only and
might contain sensitive remarks or notes to parents. Bautista also uses a notebook to
collect her daily observations, one for each content area. Students are listed with
enough space next to their names for comments, such as this one she made about a
student: "Wrote a really thorough science observation; was able to explain to me the
volume of the rock she was testing."

At report-card time, Bautista sits on her bed or couch and spreads out a student’s work
and her notes around her. "l work like a painter. | step back and look. It's like my palette.
I look, and it all comes together. | get a picture of that child." Then she begins writing.

Choose Your Words Carefully. For many teachers, the most important part of report
cards is writing the narrative comments. "A child isn't a B or a C+; a letter grade doesn't
tell us where a child is or how he has progressed. It's too tidy," Thornburgh says.

Some report card formats leave ample room for written comments. Others offer almost
no room at all. "Basically, | have to sum up a human being in a box that is an inch-and-a-
half deep and three inches wide," Thornburgh says. "It's important to write judiciously
and sparingly."

Most teachers start with one or two positive sentences regarding the child's strengths
and growth, academically and socially. A third sentence typically targets areas to work
on, and a fourth thanks parents for their support and/or involvement, if appropriate. For
example: "Tina has made impressive growth this term as a reader. Her sight-word
vocabulary has expanded dramatically. We are working on using context to figure out
unknown words. Thanks for exposing her to literature at home."

If a student is having difficulties or struggling with a concept, teachers need to be honest
and tell parents in a professional manner. Select words that soften the blow and offer
parents useful strategies for improvement so they can help address the problem. Always
include at least one positive comment about the student and end the report card on an
upbeat note.

"It's especially difficult to write a negative comment," says Jennifer O'Neil, a teacher in
Philadelphia. "I'm always very careful how | say things. | spend hours choosing the right
words so that the criticism is purposeful and constructive. | have two or three people
read what I've written to make sure it's OK. My goal is to address the issue and have
solutions or strategies for ways to improve the situation. | want parents to feel that we're



all working together for a common goal, which is supporting that child."

5. Be Proactive. Experienced teachers are emphatic about not waiting for report-card time
to deliver any bad news. "Most parents appreciate the fact that they do know the
situation, good, bad, or ugly," says Mary Rosenberg, a teacher in Fresno, California.
"That way they are prepared when they see the report card.”

Communicating well with parents before and after the report card is very

important. Parent-teacher conferences can help greatly. Rosenberg sends home
progress reports every three weeks, and finds parents appreciate this line of parent-
teacher communication.

When a classroom crisis arises, Wilkes calls the parents right away. "Let's say you had a
cheating incident; you gave the student an F, and he goes ballistic. Before the child gets
home, I'll call the parent at work and say, 'Johnny left class very upset today. Here's
what happened.™ Wilkes says, "You're taking the initiative instead of waiting to be on the
defensive."

Being proactive also means documenting a child's behavior and academics and letting
the principal in on the problem. That way the principal can be prepared or can offer
support if a parent callis to complain.

You never know when a parent will respond negatively to a grade or a comment. It's best
to be prepared for such situations before they happen. Rosenberg once had a child's
father become furious when she told him his son was failing first grade, while the child's
mother started crying. "When | called the vice principal to come in to the meeting, | was
able to pull out all my copies of my progress reports, deficiency notices, phone notes,
and home visits, and show the facts," Rosenberg says. "It wasn't about my having a bad
day or not liking their child. It was about the whole quarter, right there. They apologized
[for their outburst], and agreed to work with their son. We didn't have any more problems
the rest of the year."

There's no doubt report-card time can be an emotionally intense experience for parents
and teachers. "Have a Kleenex handy, especially when you discuss a report card at
parent-teacher conferences," Bautista says. "And no matter what, always remember
you're writing about someone's child — someone a parent loves."



6.£007 =1

(‘riofip) ‘spuvipay
ul j00Yo§ UpLSLAYY) 2dOLT 10 421oDa]
ualib3aapury ayi st Aovqor “Si)

Yae .ySw
Aqs gyia 31 op “op 01 ropuly puey
AUl I0A0SJBYAN,, BOT:6 SQISBISA[OOT
0] P29y 95[B] 01 WAY] Yool am AN
JOOYOS 18 PUE SWIOY J& YI0q 1S9 IoyL
Op O} pue ‘sAes ST Ul [em 0} ‘pPI0T
9} 9AISS 0] UDIP[IYD INO PUIWAI O} SN
0] JUSWIDBRINOIUD U 9 SIOUIIIJUOD
ARJA] "PIOTT 24} UL URIP[IYS JNO JO pooF
913 10] 19T1930] dI0M ABUI 9M B}
Keid om sjuared se pue s1oyows] SY
"sopeid S, PIIYo 9y} Jnoqge
AJLIBSS200U JOU PUR JI0M [00YDS OjUl
nd wogs pue sprae sem uonsenb
31q ayj 1[5 OS[R SjuIE] "IOUSIIFIIP
SIY} ssuosIp 01 9or[d 2y 919M S0UL
-I9JU0D PUER JUIISLIP 918 dAdadsad
5. 1oyoea) 9t} pue aAoadsiad s, piyo
a1 ua O aAnoadsied s, 1oy0ra]
9} woyy woolsse[o oyl ut Juiod azom
s3u1y; moy Ieay 03 pojuem syuated
9], "1942®a] 9Ui YIlm UOLEOTUNIINIOD
QUO-U0-3UO Y} 10] ATBSSO09U 9IoM
SOOUBIQJUOD JYTNOY] 001 A3Y ], "SOOUD
-19JU0J 1n0qge S19Yoed) se sjydnoyy
2UIES 2} JO AuBW pey sjuaIed
(SRTHIIqE 1194] JO 3599 913
01 WIB[ UBD S]UAPN]S 21aym oor[d ®
wooIsse[o AW ST (Sa3UBYD SWOS B
0] Po9u [ o] "Julyoed} AW JN0GR JUIYl
DU 102[J21 03 JWII} B W SIAIT OS[B
sjuared oy wof JuLIBS}] TOUDLS] B S
pue uosiad e se aao1dwit 01 0p 01 pasu

] 18y pue J[9sAW 1N0qE SUIYISWOS
W Yoo} UBD SIOUSISJUOD 10]
aredord 03 owiry oy} SUDIE] IopUILISI
JEU} PISU [ USY(Q) "UBD 9M 1534 91}
syiSuans asoy) syowoid pue .,mﬁwcobm
1191} 10J 0O O} papuIwial aq
0} PI9U oM SISYOEI] Sy WOOISSE]O 3]
01 9INGINU0D 49U} 18YM JN0QR ULy}
pUB ‘WO0ISSL[d AUr Ul 31 A3Y} A0Y
noge JuIyl ‘A[enpiAIpul SjuSpms
JNOQge JUIYL “TB3K B 901M} UMOP 118
01 10yoe9) ' se Ayrunyroddo juapaoxs
UB S90USISJUOD PUY | "UIOOISSB[D
INO Ul PIIYD JBY] PI9U OM UOSEDX
31} 998 1, UOP 9m pue ‘swisjqoid orwap
-80® pUB ‘sopmiie peq ‘sjqey peq
M SO[3TNIIS oY) 995 9M SIWNPUWOG
"WI00I INO UT JUSPMYS AI9AS I0J UOSBAI
poo3 © sABmIE ST 210y} puE PO A}
Aq a1e5 Imo 1opun padeld st juspmnys
[ory JUopNIs oY noqe aAnisod
ST 181 BUIYIAUIOS YA SOOUAIJUOD
urdaq 03 91| 94 SIAYOES] SV
‘awoy
woy Aeme o1Iym 143no Koy se Sur
~ABY3Q SI P[IYo ST} ey} pafeInosus
9q pue os[e apnypEe poos Siyl Jo 18y
0] POl SJUAIBd MIOM UBD QUOAIIAD
yorym ur sxaydsoune jueses[d v 9jeaId
pue pJey jiom 03 SIayjo afeinoous
ued A9l ], "SIAYJ0 UO 90USN[JUI
aansod A19A ® 9ABY UBD Sopmme
Poo3 i u2Ipiy) -djey ueo
seap1 Jo a3ueyoxa ue pue ‘[nydjey s
Q0SST SWIES U] UM S91331I3s juazed
& Furmouy swoyY je we[qoid swes
oY} Jo a1eme st juated € usy() "osue
[[im su[qoid “punoidAerd au; uo 10
WOOI 9} Ul SU0AIA2 10] aloydsoune
Addeyun ue o) pesy Ued ] JUIPNIS
B UM I0M 0] PIey 11 SIdeW apnime
PBQ V "WOOISSB[D 94 Ul SI0M S, DIy

® U0 J93]J2 JO 10] B 9ABY 2PWIINE puL
SIS [ero0§ "punoidAe(d ayj uo pue
WOOISSB[O AU} Ul 9pMIIE INOqE Jayiel
1nq Sopesd NOqe J0U ST SIOUISTUOD
T8 UOISSNOSIP 91} UR() “JUSpNIs
Iood ® JO Juspmys poo3 e a1e A9
oYUM ‘A][BID0S 10 AJ[EOTWIAPBOE ST
11 IOTPOYM. ‘Sassemieam pue syiduens
Sy JUOPINS YoBH 218 SISSIUWBaM
pue syiduaxs Iot} 1Bysm pue Jurop
9q 01 995 A3} MOY “JUIPNIS Yors
JNOQE 29U JO PeayR SJY3noi) JuIos
umop jo[ Ajjensn om s10yoee) Sy
‘SJUOUI
-1sulpe ayewt 01 £ 10 ‘[jom Furod
ST JeM 9910JUQ I Jnoqe Aexd ‘1 noqe
SUITY} UBD 94 USY) Y1 INOQE MO oM
J1 "M 100QE MO O] JUBM 2M SIOYOBA}
Se g ‘WOO0ISSe[O YY) Ul senieuosiad
PUB SPaau IS0 JO 9S1ed2q PIIY0
[oBo 1ns 03 pagueyd 24 j0uuLo sJUIy)
SOWINAWOS /WO0ISSL[O Y Ul y3nous
poSusjieyo Fuieq p[ryo 119y} S|
(Buraoadwir priyo 1oy) ST /(oM A[[eal
Surjrom 9q 01 sureds jey) JunyAue
poonou Aoy asey /sweiqord Aue
paonou sjuared oy} AR :MOWY O}
JUBM SIQUIE9) 9], "WOOISSB[O JU} W
Fur03 s10m sBuryy 119 A9y3 moy o3 se
sjuared 9Y) WOIJ JOBQPII] QWIOS IABY
0} Jueptoduwr sem 1 3797 [e oA ostexd
JO spiom Aue pue SUId0uOd Aue
dn Sutig 03 Wiy poo3 © ST 3] “UIPTIYD
1013 Inoqe sjuared ) yum pey

D =

feeqey | mmug

auney g

NOILYONA3 INVNIAOD NI SFALLDISHd 8

9/ JORIU0D JUO-U0-3UO0 AJUO I} USYJO
219Mm A9U] 9SNBO9q ATBSS900U 2IoM
SOOUSIQJUOD Y] 1[9] oM SISYOEI] SV
"90USISJUOD B JARY 0} ATES
-S9O SI I J1 995 0} IQUOB2} U} UIIA
10BJU09 [BQIOA QWOS SABY A[[Bnsn
Tim juared © 3nq ‘uonedionted ssaf
sey Suuds sy ], ‘wonedonted 04001
sey Ajpensn uorssas [[g} 9yJ, ‘Suuds
QU3 Ul pue [[eJ 9y} Ul SOOUBIJUOD ALY
9M\ "WOOI JBY} UI JUSPTIS U0 UBY}
QIOWI 9ARY NOA JI JOYOBI} B JOJ UOISSIS
NUII-USIY 1] U0 UBY] 2I0W SUBSW
JeU ] [OOYDS Ul 9ABY AU} PIIYO yore
J0J 90UIRJU00 2jeALId J)NUIT-UI9YL]
® 107 dn suSis juered e $90ULIaTUOD
10, "SWOOISSE[O 91} Ul SFUI[qIS JO S1a8
[BISADS 9ABY am 0S 183K SIY} JoOyos
INO Ul PIJ[OIUS SAUIUIE] UL}
AJUO pu® SJUSPNIS QUO-ALIIY} SARY
M "6 ySnoxy) I sepeid 10] sleyoeal
INOJ puB SWIOOISSBO INOJ 9ABY 94
‘Apua1agip 11q e s8uryy op Ajqeqoid
S[O0YOS To8Ie] 9], “BIUIOJIE,)
‘SpUB[PYY ul 100Y0S uensuy)) adoy
1B S90UaIJU00 Joyoea)-jusied op
am Aem 2] INOQe punoIdyoeq I
® N0A 9A13 15117 priom 1 ySnoy) |
‘suoysanb 959y} passaippe
I se sjuated WOIj OS[E PUER SIOYOEI}
MO[[9] WOIJ Seap! Ma] € 128 01 paLn
1 $weyy wogg 102dxe noA op 1BYM
(UIYL 9ARY 9M 0P AGAN [ A1BS5909U
A[[eaI se0UIaU0D 1atoea)-juered 9Ty

3Injes



SECOND TIER

WALKING ALONGSIDE THE FIRST-YEAR TEACHER

FOURTH MEETING RESOURCES




¥

fw dpsy o3 swoy I® 10 [OOYSS

18 woard 3q ued dppy IEgm
89853U
feom pur syifuans olumepese
[EI0ads sprrys Aur 1B IBUM
A &s1xe 28en8
-ug] pue ‘soneuroyisur . ‘Jurpear
ur [e43] sprid mopq 10 ‘aaoqe
“qe Sumjiom prgd Auwr sy
:suonasanb s1seq Bumofroy syl
01 SIOMSUE 34BY 01 POdU MOX
. *13Yoe3)
SY1 WM Ssnastp 01 Juem nof
Sungadxsas Jo 18y B syBW nok se
sBumyy esayr Imoqe umyy Iead
1sB] woyy seare wa[qod 3yl mouy
OS[E MOX  CPIIYD SY1 UM SUOR
-es1aaun00 pue swoy sfupq oys
1o oy sreded s Bukpmys woxy
1o0yds Ut Sutop ST PIIY> 1MoL moy
JO BOPY SWOS 3ABY APEAIE NOL

0661 “23UIM

-uoperedsrd o4 ur sy yorn st
‘ranamoy  Sutop s pniyd modk
[[am a0y 30 3mrd IB0pP 2 yum
23USIIJUODd S S4B 01 S[qe 3q
pmoys nox  -suysusq Aurwu sey
2DUIDJUOD 30EJ-01-90EF ¥ ‘UONIDIIS
~a1 sum 1ySn e Ispun Suryiom
are  nok yBnoys wIAF Y
AU, P —

i AL
frEws Sunjewr soInuI M3)  ISILy
oy3 Sunsem INOWIIM  IDUIISIUOD
a1 oaut 3yt 23838 03 19Yo®II YL
158 ueon | Aem Aue 21913 ST ‘OSTY

LTI IDUDISJUOD
Aw 3o 1sow oy3 o¥EW UBD |
os suonsafns Lue sw sa13 nok
ue) ‘Iesd B 20ULI2JUOD JINUTW-QT -
suo Suunp speid puosss wr Surop
st 4pear uos Lur moy Ino puy
ue> | moy urerdxs aseolg D

SADNIUTANOD ¥IHOVIL-INIHVI 404
SNOLLSINO NV1d

181 38 2407y $100405 4no Jo Auvw up uoos dn Junuos
aq o gorgm saousiafucd Surads agy siofaq 3 prad 01 21qv Suaq
2901904ddp (v s1914p 2g7 usss Kpvayp jou savg oqm Sjusivd
ino fo ssoqy 1oogos wp ssafoid sppgo usqy moqy ups KLag
SB gonuL Sv (Laqoval 3493 gum 22usuzfu0d 10f paryofte Kpivuiplo
2uils 240GS 37 uy) uiva] o1 yuvm oge syusivd iof spurg mfdiag
“padaffo ‘suaqg s3ivyy puv 431510 L3Bag ‘siogany aq] SaIULa[U0D
426op23-7u0.vd UO 2H4D $S24F SprdvY pursn 86T '8 4240120
up ‘sazou j00gos 41aqi o auo Jo yosq sqi uo ‘puf I5v) paruid
94 (IW ‘BII0NOSPRET UL (0040 InD) [00GIS UBISLGD 2803140

IONNOT SYIHOVIL

8yl Wolj

$S2DUDISJUOY) ISYDEI]-IUIIBJ JOF SUOLISINY UB]g



(). u]

“'31Bp I9YE[ B 1B JIRIOD
ur wayl ssnosip 01 syuswsfueire
syew  ‘swejqord  snowas  sey

N
g

PIIYo dnod ey 194008Ip nok I

“JUSTUSAUOD S, 1 uayam Wsyl Jamsue
01 I3YDEIY YT YSB PUE PIIDMSUE
L U3IOM TBUI S3UO 31 ¥I3Ud> ued

Supysea ], Susooyn uQ

NOLLYDAQdH INVNIAOD NI SHALLDFISHAJ (44

nofd ‘ino wenum suonssnb oL
Ne 2ABY noL J| ‘oW §,I5YdEsl
syz 103 uonepsidde  ssoxdxs

‘Spus 20uI3jU0d Y3 dI0yag
"SIUSWNSIE PUE WISIDINID PIOAR
pue A|pusiyy pue wies 3g CPHYd
mod dpay o1 1syiafol yiom ued
nok os 1aypeal syl yum jroddes
ystqess 01 A1l IqUISWaI 03
wem nof s3urgy 10 suonsadfns
Aue umop s1um 01 Apury yousd

e doay ‘sousadjued sy 1y
31 paATUIl Syl Ul
payse 5q o1 suousenb yo saquinu
e aaey nod ey deme ydix
Buruonusw Apuod Aq  saudieg
-0 a1 o Surmifag s 3w gD
-ys ssaume ur saynunu Jurisesm

ploae ue> nod ‘Ajjeiuspiou]
"20U3I3JUOD
ayp 01 waappyo 1e8unok 10 ‘os op
01 paisanbas ssajun plyo Jo0YIS
ay1 Aung 2uog AW paynpayds
mod  310§9q  saInuUTU  2ATy
15837 1% Butapue £q ssadons ' aq

3dU153u0d Yy dipy ued MOA
dsassauream pue syaduans

SPIYs  mod . IBYM .
éyiomamoy uo puads pirga

Ino4 S90p WM LMW MOY
¢Apnas 03 apise 195 awn rendas

® oAy ppys mof ssog
4515313101 [epads pue $319qoYy

sprye  anod  Sre 1BUM
éspaatr Jeroads

Aue 2aey ply> Inod sooQg
¢seale algns
10 suonenils  jooyds  oiyaads
Au® INOQE SALLIOM IO SUIIDUOD

Aue aa®y ply> Jnok ss0g
£100YDS pIEMO]

SPMINIE S, PIIYD oK ST IBYM
135312 2377} suonssnb romsue 03
Apeal 2q os ‘suonssnb 2wos nod
yst Lrw osfe 1oydeal Ay, WYL
Sunise nod  Inoyum  suorisanb
J1s8q IO Ismsue M I9YDEI)
syr 1eya Lpsyyy mamb s
*Apest Juriad smoy Suoy puads
S1570%3] ISOW PUY  *SIDUBISJUOD
103 aredsyd siayoean aays Surdpsy
218 SJOOYDSS SIOW pUB JIOW
¢18a£ ST op 01 paainbai oq pny2
Aur iam s103foad zofew 3ByM
¢surajqoid yestpawr peudls
ydnu yonym suomdnnsur Sunresy
01 10 Sunmmbs e yons sroraryaq
Aue moys pnyo Aw sa0g 4
¢sdnoxd
pydy 10 dnoif siy wr Bunjiom
uaapyy> 30 1eq 01 oredwod
NIom 8, prys AW saop Moy
¢1910801 yIoMm S, pIIyYs Aw
JO SWIOS ISAO YOO 3m UED
gswarqord
surdrostp a1y ay
:surorisanb Suimorroy sma
JO 2WIOS YIIM S0UTIHOD UEd noAk
uayy ‘aumy aary Jns nok
£1240e
Syl puE SOIBWISSER UM [[3m
Suore 138 ppyo Lw ssoqg
ZjaomowIoY B
ul wm) pue yiomssepd dra(durod
3y sa0(]  ¢SMQRY NIom s,pryd A
2quosap nok pmom MOH
JUEIUW §21008 SIY Op
yeym pue ‘xeaf ised sy1 ur udye:
priygs Lw sey s1s33 Asusiadwod 10
‘apninde ‘TUSUISASIYDE JBUYM
. ¢paxmbar dyay yeads sy
¢sassouseam AUB JWIOIIBA0 PITYD

IDONNOT SUTHIVAL 2yt woy



Working with Veteran Teachers: Advice for New Teachers

"I strongly urge first-year teachers to utilize those master instructors around them fo learn ways of
managing time, organizing instruction and evaluating students materials that are the most efficient and
beneficial for them." —Colleen Abbott (Eagle, Colorado)

First-year teacher Shalon Cole (South Bend, Indiana) is not likely to forget walking into her classroom and
finding a table covered with presents from her fellow teachers--a supply of much-needed classroom
materials.

New teachers like Shalon appreciate any effort—large or small—that veteran teachers make to welcome
them. "All staff members at the school need to make new teachers feel welcomed," says Susan
Woodward (Merrimack, New Hampshire). "Just showing a smile helps.”

Yet, many first-year teachers said they sought more than an open door and a friendly greeting. They
wanted to sit down with veteran teachers regularly and work side by side, gaining real-world insights from
their more experienced colleagues.

"I set up a relationship with a veteran teacher before | started my first year," says Claudia Crase (Helena,
Montana). "We set up a time every day. We would talk and listen to each other and set goals for the next
week."

Getting access to knowledgeable veteran teachers can be a challenge. Some first-year teachers we
interviewed initiated a relationship with a mentor rather than waiting for a veteran teacher to step forward.
[n an unusual case, one first-year Sallie Mae teacher drove 500 miles to meet with another first-grade
teacher. She felt the teachers at her own school did not share her instructional philosophies, and she was
not comfortable turning to them for support.

Rich Rewards
The rewards of new teachers' outreach efforts to their more seasoned colleagues were rich.

"I quickly discovered the importance of discussing curriculum and problems with other educators,” says
Kristy Spencer (Cedar City, Utah). "Their willingness to share ideas and give advice was a great help."

"Experienced teachers have helped me with problems ranging from dealings with parents to working
through mid-year weariness and fatigue," writes Robert Gress (Lexington, Kentucky). "They are an
invaluable resource to the [first-year] teachers who are willing to admit that they have much to learn.”

Finally, veteran teachers provided their rookie counterparts a vital head start in their professional
development, according to Luann Brazill (Santa Fe, New Mexico), who began her career "working long
hours during and after school and depleting my creative energy trying to reinvent the wheel!"

Then Brazill realized there was a better way to come up fo speed. "l was fortunate to have chosen a
career where | am surrounded by excellent veterans [and] professional mentors with a variety of
resources and experiences,” Brazill writes. "l realized that it was time to ask questions, put my time and
energy to better use for my students and myself. Today, | wouldn't dream of beginning a new unit without
inquiring about resources and possible models."

The Negative Side of the Veteran Teacher Equation

In worst-case scenarios, veteran teachers represent negative energy—holed up in the proverbial faculty
lounge that many young teachers go out of their way to avoid, and with good reason.



"Needless fo say, my first experience in the faculty lounge was very interesting. I truly did not know that |
had what some would call a 'problem child' until | got in the lounge and heard every teacher complain
about that child," recalls Dionne Bennett (Little Rock, Arkansas). "If the teachers in the lounge were not
complaining about their children, they were either griping about the facilities, or even about the teaching
profession. | knew | had to do something!"

The "something" this teacher chose was to stay out of the lounge whenever possible, avoid negative
conversations, and maintain a positive attitude throughout the day.

The Toughest Students

Several first-year teachers said that being assigned a class of all the most challenging students with the
most complicated learning needs could be overwhelming. One lucky first-year teacher avoided this fate:

Mara Esposito (Seattle, Washington) said she avoided being assigned many students with learning and
motivational problems largely because the other teachers knew her from the time she spent interning at
the school. It was harder for the other staff members to assign to a fellow teacher whom they knew and
liked students with learning and/or motivational problems, or students who lacked support from their
families.

Encouraging Best Practice

Mara says her school's monthly "best practice" meetings reduce the opportunity for negative thinking and
instead focus teachers on improvement.

But when veteran teachers don't take an interest in new practices, first-year teachers feel discouraged.
The challenge is to keep negative teachers' lack of enthusiasm from dampening their own, first-year
teachers said.

"I was told, 'Don't rock the boat.' This isn't great advice for teachers. We all rock the boat. Every day,"
says Claudia Crase (Helena, Montana). "Veteran teachers don't always like this. | say, 'Take a risk. Deal
with it." "

Firsthand: Teachers and Mentors Make It Happen

Lori Williams (Clarksville, Tennessee) remembers the excitement of visiting her classroom before the first
day of school. She can picture the bare bulletin boards, empty chairs, and vacant filing cabinets. How
would she fill them, and how would she fulfill the awesome responsibility that awaited her?

With a lot of help from her mentor and veteran teachers.

"As for those five, empty filing cabinets—they are now full thanks to the generosity of my esteemed
colleagues who have shared materials with me,” Williams writes. "I have utilized many suggestions from
these veterans. [In addition,] the mentor program to assist new teachers turned out to be a tremendous
advantage. | was paired with a seasoned teacher who has taught for 31 glorious years. She guided,
encouraged, and assisted me to help me become successful. Somehow, with the help of others and a
willingness to do whatever it tock to make things happen, | have managed to keep up with the challenges
of three preparations of differing grades and abilities. | would advise a new teacher to choose a mentor,
design a plan for success, implement a plan, and ask for help when needed. Looking back this year, |
realized that | am like the Velveteen Rabbit—! am finally REAL."

Look to Veteran Teachers to...

e Share lesson plans that put curriculum guides into practice
e Support and participate in a new teachers' planning process



e Offer tips on the practical problems new teachers didn't learn about in school—
make do with fewer resources, classroom management, bureaucracy

e  Show respect and collegial support

e Observe new teachers' classes and let them observe yours; and

e Help teachers locate materials

Tips on Building a Relationship with Veteran Teachers

e  Ask to visit colleagues' classrooms so you can learn about different approaches
to teaching and find one you admire

s Seek the help of a mentor who has skills and knowledge you would like to
develop

e |f your assigned mentor is not helpful, seek out an informal mentor relationship
that provides more support; look to your team teachers for help

= Don't reinvent the wheel: before you begin developing a curriculum unit, find out
if any veteran teachers have materials or insights that would jumpstart your
efforts; and

e Be willing to admit you have a lot to learn from experienced teachers
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

In Sept.,, 19186, we delivered before the congregation
of Holland Fourteenth St. which we were then serving,
a sermon on the subject of the Christian Education of
the children of God's covenant. As rhe time is again
approaching, when Catechism-classes and schools are re-
opened ; and as, moreover, the question of a covenant-
education remains principally the same, only, perhaps,
becoming more serious and urgent as the years go by,
we thought it not unsuitable to publish the entire ser-
mon, as we preached it at that time. It is on the text
from Deut. 6:7 : “And rhou shalt teach them diligently
unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou
sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way,
and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.”

The sermon here follows :

That education of the child is one of the most impor-
tant subjects that can possibly demand our consideration,
is a truth, that is clearly realized, not only by the Chris-
tian, but still more so by the children of the world,
Especially is this true of our own age. Witness the many
books that are published on the subject, the many maga-
zines that see the light and that are devoted particularly
to educational problems, the large sums of money that
are spent, the laws that are enacted, the edifices that
are raised — all in the interest of education. On rhe
importance of education in general, therefore, we are
entirely agreed.

‘But there is more, and I may safely limit this statement.
For I am entirely safe in saying that we also agree that
ow children ought to have a Christian education. There is
no one that would deny this, apart now from the question
as to the character this Christian education ought to
assume. For as Christians we all agree that we are not
satisfied to know that our children receive an education
of the world and for this world, but we confess that we
are pilgrims, that we are travelers to another city, and
that, somehow, the education of our children must be
related to that other city that is in heaven. I repeat,
therefore, that as Christian parents we cannot be indiffer-
ent with regard to the religious instruction of our chil-
dren: Religious instruction they certainly must have, and
they must be brought up in the fear and admonition of
the Lord, our covenant-God in Christ Jesus.

Once more I will limit this statement and maintain,
that as Reformed Christians we will also insist that our
children must receive a religious education of a ‘very
marked type. That we agree on this is evident from the
confession we repeat every time we offer our children
for Baptism. We promise to bring them up “in the
aforesaid doctrine, or help or cause them to be instructed
therein to the utmost of our power.” Now this is very
significant, For this doctrine is the Reformed doctrine.
And one of the characteristic features of the Reformed
faith is, that it confesses that all things’ exist for the
glory of God, that even our salvation is not the ultimate
end of all things, but that it is a means to an end. Itis,

for the Christian of the Reformed type, not sufficient to
know that his sins and the sins of his children have been
washed away in the blood of Christ Jesus, and that now
he and they are marching heavenward. On the contrary,
his covenant-God did save him, in order that with His
children he might be to the praise of His glory, here in
the Church-militant and in the midst of the world, and
presently in the glory of heavenly perfection. He must
fight the good fight. He must walk in the precepts of
His covenant-God. He must reveal himself as a child
of light in every sphere of life. Now, this conviction has
a definite influence upon his conception of the task of
education. Were it different, it might be an irrelevant
matter to him, as to what sort of education the child
might receive to help him through this world, as long as
he is saved. But entirely different it becomes if also the
salvation of your child is in your view only the means
to the highest aim: the glorification of the Most High.
Then you will aim in your education at the perfect man
of God, knowing the will of his God for every sphere of
life and for every step he takes upon the path of life,
and you will take care that in his life he is well equipped
with a clear and concise knowledge of all the precepts
of the Most High, And since for the Reformed Christian
the subject of the education of his children is so highly
important, we thought it very appropriate to devote our
discussion to this topic this morning and in connection
with the words from Deut. 6:7 to speak to you on:

THE LORD'S COMMAND REGARDING THE
INSTRUCTION OF OUR CHILDREN.

I. IN RESPECT TO THE MATERIAL OF THAT

INSTRUCTION.

II. IN REGARD TO THE TIME FOR THAT
INSTRUCTION.

HI. IN REGARD TO THE BASIS OF THAT
INSTRUCTION.

I. I think we will all agree if we define education, in
the sense in which we are dealing with that subject this
morning, as the impartation to the child of knowledge
regarding his material and spiritual relation in the world.
With this all education has to do. We bring children
into the world. And when these children come to con-
sciousness, that world is strange to them if they are not
informed about their relation to the same. Bul to the
Christian this is not enough. No, there is not only a
world, but there is also a God. And the child must also
learn to see his true relation to that God. In short,
principally the education of the child must give him an
answer to the question : Who am I? Who am I in rela-
tion to the world in which I live? Who am I in relation
to my God? And thus education becomes the transmit-
tance of such knowledge from generation to generation.
But when our text says: “Thou shalt teach them unto
thy children,” it uses in the original a word for teaching
that places the nature of education in a very peculiar
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light. The word rcally means in the first place “to
sharpen,” and is used for instance to denote the sharpen-
ing of a sword. From this basic idea it further derives
the meaning “to sharpen the tongue,” and further to use
pointed speech, to express oneself definitely and concisely,
and in this sense it is finally used to denote the idea
of teaching. To teach according to this idea is to
sharpen in. Inscherpen, the Dutch would say. Educa-
tion according to this conception must not be vague or
indefinite, but sharp and concise. So definitely was this
idea of conciseness conceived of as essential to education,
that to the view of Scripture, to teach meant actually
the same thing as to express something clearly and
sharply to the understanding of the child.

The question, then, is, what must be taught according
to the words of our text? What is the material of this
instruction ? And our text tells us: “Teach them unto
thy children.” 'Tn the words immediately preceding our
text the man of God says to the people: “And there words
which I command thee this day shall be in thine heart.”
In our text he refers, therefore, once more to these words,
and he enjoins the children of his people that they shall
also teach them to their children, to the seed of the
covenant. Nor is it difficult to find out what is really
meant by “these words”. They simply refer to the law
of the covenant-God, as has been delivered unto Israel
before, and as is now repeated by the man of God sum-
marily, as they are about to enter the promised land.
and as he is about to leave them. All the precepts of
Jehovah the parent must teach definitely and concisely
to his children. And these precepts are again expressed
in principle in the fifth verse of our chapter where the
prophet says to his people: “And thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy might.” In brief, Scripture, here as well
as throughout, knows but of one kind of actual religion.
It is the religion of obedience. And again the Word of
God knows of but one kind of obedience, it is the obedi-
ence from love. Obedience and love are for that very
reason often used promiscuously in Scripture, seeing
that they may signify the very same thing, and rhe one
without the other is inconceivable. For this reason,, it
is to the obedience of God’s covenant-pesple, that the
man of God refers in the text. The natural man does
not know the love of God, for his mind is enmity against
God, and he walks in darkness. But God’s people, the
people the man of God is here addressing, have been
saved and redeemed by the power of His grace. They
areoncemore His covenant-people. God cleansed them and
forgave all their iniquities. God delivered them and formed
them to be a people unto Himself. He spread abroad in
their hearts a new love, the love of God in Christ Jesus.
In that love they must obey the Lord their God and keép
His precepts. This obedience must be an obedience from
the love of their whole heart, with all their mind and
soul and strength. For mark you, Scripture knows of
no division of our life, one part for the exercise of this
obedience in covenant-love and another part entirely

separated from that love. The Christian possesses but
one life. And that whole life must be consecrated to
the Lord his God, who redeemed and delivered him. In
other words, all the time and everywhere in the midst
of the world or in the Church, in the home or in society,
he must reveal himself from the principle of the new life
he received from his covenant-God by grace. Thus we
promise and confess it in our Baptism-Form so beauti-
fully and truly, when it says, that our part of the cove-
nant is, that we love the Lord our God with all our mind
and heart and soul and strength, and walk in new obedi-
ence before Him. To know, therefore, and to keep the
precepts of the Lord our God and to acknowledge no
other precepts than His, that is our covenant-religion.
But Jf this is true, then it is also clear, that we must
teach these precepts and none other to our children. For
the Lord established His covenant with us and our chil-
dren in the line of generations. With us and our seed
the God of our salvation raises His blessed covenant. We
and our children are His covenant-people. And, there-
fore, very logically the man of God comes to this injunc-
tion: “And thou shalt teach them unto thy children.” In
all our life, at home or at large, in the Church or in the
world, we have to do with the precepts of our God and
we acknowledge but one Lord. These precepts are the
rule of our thinking and willing, of the life of the soul
and of the body, our guide according to which we desire
by the grace of God to walk in every sphere of life. But
then, it is evident, that also these precepts must constitute
the subject-material of all our education, and that it is
quite impossible to conceive of any sphere or branch of
instruction from which these precepts of our God may
or can be excluded. If, therefore, you ask : What, accord-
ing to Scripture, must be the material in which our
covenant-children are instructed? We answer without
hesitation : The precepts of the Lord our covenant-God
with relation to every sphere of life.

II. That such is actually the conception of the words
of our text is evident. Let ‘us ask the question: Row
much time must be devoted to this instruction in the law
of the Lord? A few hours, say, every day? Or must
this instruction in the precepts of Jehovah perhaps be
limited to the Sabbath-day? Shall we transfer the bur-
den of this injunction to the preaching in the church and
to the Sunday-school? And is it sufficient, if in addition
to all this the children receive an hour's instruction in
the precepts of the Lord in catechism during the week?
Listen. The text says: “thou shalt talk of them (these
precepts) when thou sittest 'in thine house and when
thou walkest by the way, and when thou risest up and
when thou liest dewn.” Now, this is expressing the
thing figuratively,, but very concisely and unambiguously.
It simply tells us that we must instruct our children in
the precepts of the Lord all the time and everywhere.
in the home and outside of the home, and that there is
no ‘education that has nothing to do with the law of the
Lord. That is simply all. Always, in the home and out
of the home. from morning till evening, Israel must in-
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struct his seed In these precepts of Jehovah. There wax
nothing else for the young covenant-child to learn out-
side of that law of Goed. Nothing else might the parent-
teacher have in his mind but to instruct the child in that
law. And, therefore, it is perfectly clear, that our text
deems the instruction in that law all-sufficient. That
does not mean that the young Israelite might learn
nothing but the law of the ten commandments, learn
nothing but how to sing the songs of the fathers, how
to celebrate the solemn feasts, and how to bring his
sacrifices and tithes. No, the Jew of old did not know
of such a narrow conception of religion and of the law
of God. But it meant that the Israelite, always and
everywhere, had to live according to the will of God, and
that for every sphere of life -he had to teach his children
those same precepts.

Notice, in the second place that all this time, the
parent is held responsible for the training of his children.
Moses does not at all address the congregation of the
people of God in general, but emphatically he speaksin the
singular. He addresses the individual parent.,. Thou shalt
teach them unto thy childrven. Thou shalt talk of them.
etc. Education is therefore, the duty of the parent and of
no one else. And this stands to reason. In the first place
there is no one that has more right, more God-given
right to the child than the parent. Education determines
to a large extent what the child shall be in the futwre.
How it shall think and act. And surely there is no one
that has more right to determine this than the parent.
But especially is this so with the covenant-parents. They
are the believers, and they are the ones that ave held
responsible, and that express the promise before God
and His congregation time and again that they shall see
to it that the children are educated according to the doc-
trine of the covenant. They, therefore, have the'duty to
educate’ their children, and no one else has that obliga-
tion as they have. The parent according to the words
of pur text must educate his children always and every-
where, in the home and outside, {rom morning till eve-
ping, in the commands of the most High. It is, therefore.
not true at all that the parent can educate his children
at home- in the precepts of the Lord, and that he can
excuse himself for the rest and say that he can do no
more, that he has fulfilled his duty, and lived up to his
promise. No, that does not at all finish his task. The
‘parent must also educate his children outside of thc
home. In the catechism and in the school? on the street
and in every other place, it is the parent whose duty it
is to educate his children. He may perhaps perform
that duty through someone else, that is his servant, but
that does not make any difference. Not the teacher,
private or public, has any duty regarding your children,
the duty to educate them is yours, and it can only
become the duty of the teacher, by your employing him.

And from this follows in the second place that you
are responsible for all that your child is taught. It
is not thus, that you are responsible for what it learns

directly in the home, and someone elsc for what it learns
in the school, and again someone else for what it learns
in the catechism and in the Sunday-school, but you are
responsible always and everywhere. Not as if these
other persons that teach your children have no responsi-
bility. Surely ‘they do. But their responsibility is en-
tirely different from yours. You are responsible for all
that your child is taught, responsible before God. Of
course, we realize that this was far easier in the time of
Moses and the children of Israel than in our modern
times. Life was so much more simple, The parent was
not so busy from morning till night, that he could find
no time to personally instruct his children in the precepts
of God. And Iife was not so complicated, not so exact-
ing, the child did not have to learn so much, all things
were more simple than they aie to-day. And for that
reason the education in the home was either the only or
the main education the child received. And the parent
could realize directly his responsibility for the instruction
of his children. But this is now entirely different. The
parent, at least the father, is not at home from the time
that he rises up till the time that he lies down, the mother
is too busy or at least often makes herself too busy if
she is not, and time for direct instruction by the parent
is actually insufficient. Besides, if the parent did have
just as much time as the Israelite of old, he would not
be able to instruct his children in all the necessary
branches of education. * And the result is that we have
now the school, the catechism, the Sunday-school, where
one person systematically instructs many of our children
at the same time. Espscially in the school the child
receives the lion-shage of his education. The school it
is that trains the child, that practically shapes him, and
the words of the teacher have more authority for him
than any other. And the result is that we begin to feel
and to act more and more as if we were not responsible
for that part of the education of our children. And that
is a mistake. All these institutions are merely exten-
sions of the home, the teacher is merely the servant of
the parent, and even as the boss always remains respon-
sible for the job his servants perform, so the parent is
absolutely responsible for the education of his children
by the teacher. The parent, also now, must instruct
his children in the precepts of the most High, always and
everywheve, for those precepts control our entire life.
And if the teacher, the parent employs, cannot reasonably
be expected to do this, it is the parent that is and remains
responsible for that instruction. And thus it is with the
entire system in which the child lives. From morning
till night the parent is responsible. The literature the
child reads, the'places he visits, the friends he associates
with, the recreation he enjoys, in a word, the entire
sphere of his life, must be dominated by the law of the
Lord, and the parent is responsible that in that sphere
the child is trained and very definitely instructed in the
commands of the Lord.

Let us apply this for a moment. How is our instruc-
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tion in comparison with this injunction? How is it in our
homes? Are we obedient in this respect? Are WC talk-
ing about the precepts of the Lord, when we rise and
when we lie down, so that our children hear them? No,
that does not mean, that we do as a certain doctor told
us not long ago, his father always did, who said nothing
to his boy but: “Johnnie, Johnnie, think of that never
ending eternity I” from morning till night. No, that is
sickly. Surely, it is good also that we early impress our
children with the truth that time is short, and that
eternity is coming, but the fear of eternity must not be-
come the principle of their religion, for that is absolutely
wrong. No, but do we speak of the precepts of the Lord
in the good and healthy way, so that our children learn
from us definitely, how they must walk in the way of the
covenant? Do we ever talk with them about their bap-
tism? Ever speak to them about the joy of the assur-
ance that they are covenant-children, but also of the
heavy responsibility that because of that covenant rests
upon them, to walk in the way of the covenant? In a
word, do your children receive the impression in your
homes that the precepts of the Lord are dominating
there? Or are material things predominating, perhaps
" the one thing that receives attention? Do you, when you
are with your childrven, perhaps leave them alone and
read the newspaper? Or talk about parties and picnics
and outings and automobile rides, and nice dresses, or
about the homely face of the new neighbor-lady, about
the new hats you saw in church, and the faults of brother
so and so. In a word: what is the sphere in which your
children live in the home? What is the literature you
allow them to read? Is also that Jiterature based upon
and permeated by the precepts of the Lord 9 Where are
your children when they are not at home? Who are their
friends? Is this entire sphere such, nay, I will not say
that they gradually drift away from Christianity in gen-
eral, but yet such that they become alienated from their
own church circle? Kemember, it is you that are respon-
sible as parents, from morning till night, responsible
that your children are instructed and brought up in the
precepts of the Most high.

And how is it when you walk by the way? In other
words, how is the education of your children outside of
your home life? Do they come to catechism regularly?
And when they come are they well prepared? Are you
co-operating with us also in this respect? Especially in
respect to our young people, and still more especially in
respect to our young men, I would urge you: See to it
that they are educated in the precepts of the most High.
And to some of you directly, I would come and remind
you of the fact that Catechism again starts. Some of
you, alas, already are old enough to assume your own
responsibilities, and still you have not confessed your
God as your personal Lord. Remember, we expect you
in the class. Do not withdraw yourselves from the in-
fluences of the precepts of God. And finally, parents,
how is the education of your children in the school?
Oh, I hear many of you say, as you have also told me

when we visited you in your homes,; the education in
our public schools is good enough! According to what
standard do you call it so, my brother and sister? Ac-
cording to the standard of the Word of God? God tells
us that in the home, and without, the children must be
instructed in the precepts of the Lord. And that no
one but you is responsible for this education. That this
education in the commands of the Lord must not be
vague, but must be pointed and definite. I ask you this
morning to go to your God and honestly tell Him, that
you are living up to this precept in this respect, and that
your child is educated, not once in a while, but from
morning till evening, and everywhere, in the precepts of
the Lord. No, we need not talk about our public schools.
But this you know as well as I do, that they receive no
covenant-education, that they cannot receive a covenant-
education in those schools. And, your children must
have a covenant-education and nothing less. For this
is the injunction in the words of our text, that in the
home and without, from morning till evening the children
must be brought up in the precepts of the Lord for every
sphere of life.

II1. But, I hear someone remark, this command was
given to Israel of old and not to the people of the New
Testament. Many laws and commands are given in the
old testament that are obsolete, that are not at all ap-
plicable to the days of the new dispensation, and this is
one of them. And we, of course, frankly admit that the
first statement is true. There are, indeed, many laws
given in the 0. T. that have no direct _value, no binding
force for our day. But it is not true, that commands
as we have discussed one this morning also belong to
that category. This temporal and passing character of
the 0. T. laws is true only of those that applied to the
particular dispensation of Israel, in their religious and
civic life. There were laws regarding their religious life,
laws regarding sacrifices and feasts, that have passed away
with the coming of Christ, that have lost their binding
force, when the Lamb of God was sacrificed on Golgotha,
and the veil rent in twain. There were also laws that
applied to the particular civic life of the theocracy of
Israel, and also’they have lost their particular force with
the passing away of Israel as a nation. But this is not
true of those laws that dealt with general subjects, that
gave precepts in regard to life in general. And such a
subject is the subject of education. The education of
our children is not something that applied to Israel alone
but that is general in its character. And what is more,
the basis of this command is not found in something that
is applicable to Israel alone, but that holds as well for
the people of God of all ages.

In the first place, we find that this command is based
upon and brought into direct connection with the cove-
nant-relationship of the people of God. God. has estab-
lished a covenant with Israel as a nation, thus the man
of God has told them in the chapter preceding ours.
In that covenant God had promised to bless them and
to give them Canaan for an everlasting possession, But
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He also had His demands. The pcople had received
blessings from their covenant-God. He had delivered
them from the house of bondage, and He would give them
the land of the promise, but there was also another side.
The people were in duty bound to walk in the way of
the covenant and to love the Lord their God with all
their heart, and with all their mind, and with. all their
strength. *And from this same covenant obligation fol-
lows also their duty to educate their children, always, in
the fear of the Lord, so that also they may know His pre-
cepts, understand their covenant-relation, and learn to
walk in the way of that covenant that God has established
with them.

In the second place, the general character of this
covenant-education is based upon a general principle
also. It might be remarked, as we have heard it so often
that instruction in the law of the Lord is sufficient if
it is given in the home and in the catechism, in the home
and in the church, but that school education has nothing
to do with it. And again upon the basis of Scripture
this must be denied. The principle of such a statement
is wrong. God told His people of old that they should
. educate their children from morning till night and every-
where in the precepts of the Lord. And why? Be-
cause in the immediate context we read that the Lord
our God is one Lord. He is Lord, Lord over all. Lord
over every spheve of life. His precepts cannot be ex-
cluded from any sphere. Therefore, Israel had to edu-
cate his children only in His precepts. Not in one part
of life the precepts of the Lord, and in another part these
precepts excluded, but in all life, these precepts acknowl-
edged. And thus also with our preparation for that life.
Not the precepts of the Lord in one part of the educa-
tion and another part nothing to do with this law of
God. But-all our education permeated with the precepts
of the Lord. And this holds {rue to-day as well as in the
time of Israel. Because the Lord our God is one Lord.

Also we are a covenant people. Every time when
we come with our babes before God and His congrega-
tion, we confess that we have an eternal covenant of
grace with God. We confess, that in that covenant God
gives to us and to our children all the blessings of sal-
vation, we confess that also our children are really in
that covenant of grace. that they are partakers of grace,
that they are sanctified in Christ, that they are members
of His body, that they are children of God, heirs of.the
kingdom and of the covenant, Andevery time we confess
that it is our side of the covenant to walk in new
obedience from true love of that covenant-God that has
so richly blessed us. And every time you, therefore,
promise that you will to the utmost of your power, teach
your children the way of the covenant, and that you will
help and cause them to be instructed therein. You sec.
that same basis still exists, the basis of the covenant,
for we are a covenant-people. And upon that same
basis we come to you with the same word of God and
say: Ye shall teach them unto your children and tall;
of them in your home and outside of your home and

cverywhere, hnd since conditions are such that un-
doubtedly you will have to entrust a large part of your
education to others, there we again come to you and
say: Send them there where you know that they re-
celve a covenant-education, an education in the precepts
of the Lord. Send them to our catechism regularly
and do not neglect it, send them also to our Christian
schools, where you know that they receive the education
they must have,

And finally, also today, the Lord our God is one Lord.
Also today He 18 Lord pver all. Lord not only in the
church, but Lord also in the state, Lord also in social
life, Lord in our home life, Lord in the life of our educa-
tion, And for that very reason, also today His precepts
are valid for every sphere of that life. But if this is so,
then it is also clear, that the child, must learn to see and
honor those precepts, for all those spheres. And that
those precepts must form the very basis of his education.
Religion must not be something that is added to our
life, but it must be the heart of our life. Religion must
not be something that is added to our education, but it
must be the heart of our education, the precepts of the
Lord must be the basis from which our entire education
must proceed. And, therefore, we come once more to
you upon the basis that the Lord our God is one and
only Lord over all, we come to you as your pastor,
anxious about your spiritual welfare, anxious that also
your children shall be educated in the fear of the Lord.
and enjoin you to be faithful, in the home and to talk of
the precepts of the Lord to the children God has given
unto you, from morning till night. definitely and sharply,
to be faithful in reggrd to the catechism classes that are
presently’to begin again for the coming season, faithful
in.regard to the education the child receives in the school,
and to send them to that school, of which you are cer-
tain that they will receive a covenant-education. Then
we have hope, also for the future. For then we have
the promises of God for His faithful covenant-people.
that He will continue to bless us and our children, as His
people, and we shall walk before Him in childlike obedi-
ence, subjects of His kingdom, in the home, in the
church, in society, and in the great land in which God
has given us a place, acknowledging His one and only
Lordship,

H. H,

‘S HEEREN WOORD

Laat des Heeren Woord u laven!
Laat het schijnen voor uw voet!
Zelfs de bange nacht der graven
Wordt verhelderd door zijn gloed.
BLjf aanbidden en gelooven!
Sta uw besten schat niet afl
Laat u ‘s waerelds haat niet rooven
Wat u ’s hemels liefde gafl .
J. J. L. Ten Kate




1] ELOZ 17V S3AILIFdSHAd ELOZ 17Vd SIAILIAdSHId | oL

"PaAOWAI 9q Jsnur 491 10
“uB1$91 JSTIW WOLII[2 I9)je payienbsIp our009q OUM SISQUIDW PIBOY "9TAIISSID
® {00YDS UBTISIIYD) Y3 S0P SI910A Y} 910J3q s3aurwrou payrenb Ajzood s3urig

1R 29RIWWOD UNBUTIOU ¥ "PIIIITd ST OYM I9IIBUI JOU SI0P 3T ‘SI910A 3} 01 ‘01$ 4apun 1of aprsqam
sapeptpued payirend Afuo Juriq 491 J1 10 Gueirodwl A[PUWLNXS 918 SI9TWUUI0D udisa(] (fasodind aiyy uo y00q ayj
SuneurwoN "preoq au3 Lonsap wase 1o sfewep 9npp paytenb £jzood axe oym punof [ ‘suonwoygng usisa(q nfasod
s1aquuagy “suosiad payrrenb Aprood owros sapnput drys1squIail 950YM PIBOQ 19 -and wiodf uorssiuiiad uagim ym
-31e1 v wey) payifenh [[2M 1B SIZQUISLI 3SOUM PIBOQ IS[[BLUS B 9ABY 0] 191194 ST 1] ‘ pagutidal sp 31 puv uiLausq puy
uolieayljen() Jo spiepuels yYsiH a1v1doaddy sv pouanof ano up uots
sndeq ay3 uyo( jo spdurexs a1z FULMO[OF ‘PIISISII PUE PIZIU -npout 4of [1d 241 fo 4aquiaus v 4q
. papusILLI029. AJYS1L SUM I] "211MOT

-3o021 2q poys preoq a3 sjowold 0] suoreuIPUI AUy SEUIY} [NJI9PUOM 2UOP
2A%Y ISLIYD) ueyy IoYiel Kotp yey) Surpes) a1y 2413 A9 pUe ‘$5900nS 1101 pUE T oy puv 4 214m0T M A0y 4q
SJUSTRY 91 YIM ABMmE patired 108 spreoq A[[eU0TseID ) "3SBIIDIP ISNUI PIROq T[] PIEOF [00TS TERSHYY) 943 U0 POD

nq esesrour jsnw Uy ernidiog rerrurey v 4jdde o7, ‘piroq a1 jou pue pajour Buases 00q aijp wiof 1o1dvip) v 51

-01d 2q 03 3UO 93 ST 9L "UOIIBINPI UI ISLIYD J0UOY 0] ST 2A1303(qo s [00yds 3y,
p310Woid 1siy3

O0UDS UBNSIIYY) ST PUE POD) JO 90TAISS 9171 UT SATIIQR 13Y 10 SIY S9SN [BNPIAIPUL
[oea se Apoq 93 JO 951019Xa [enJIIIds 97} SB PIM3TA 3q PNOYS IDIAIIS "TWUITH I0]
YTy 03 senyIqisucdsar wal) UaAl8 SeY pPUe YIiiq MIU 913 JO aniaia 4q syid ey
-1ards weya wsard sey ‘preoq Y3 0JUO SIAqUISW ) 1YBN0Iq Sy Pon) "Preoq Iyl
JO PIY 31} ST POL) TR} 9ZI[Bal PUR ISTIYD) JO APOQ [BSISATUN 3} JO SINJRTUTW ¥ S¢
PI20q 21 JO YUY} SIOQUISW USYM PIOURYUS 318 PIR0q a1 UIYiim sdiqsuonesy

LLISOJ0131\ B SE Sisquuain

2001d Suimoqrof ayy 2104 S0P

PIBOQ 33 JO YoM 913 03 28eurep op Lew Aoy ‘Yumod pue Amieur A1pod ur 310ys
1183 &3 31 Inq ‘osnradxa Jo eare ue Ul IFULIIS JARY PUR 1I9T 9q APWI SIOqUISW
pIeOg "PIBOQ Y3 UO POL) 0} 2D1AI2S [[B 10] S33Ismbaraid Ie YoIym ISIYD UT Y3013
juaLmo pue Aumyeur [emrids s aquaur preoq syl are Aipenb Jo suonepunoj ayJ,
"SI2QUISW [eNPIAIPUT $11 JO Axtpenb ay) Jo wms ayy sjenba piroq a1 o A1rpenb ayy,
BquiBiy yoeH JO YylmMoln pue >t\:\5m_>_
-j1ads Jey3 Ul pauasaxd aTe suIal
SUrMo[o} 9, ‘PO [00YDS UBTISIIYD) SUOIIS B JO SOMISTI3108IRYD 913 Jutdpoymony]
-5® £q 200Q ST} Ul PASSAIPPE STWIYZ £33 93 JO Auewl smataat raydeys sty7,
-dn Ws} IS PIIOM I9PUTWRI STYY 10] ‘Maw] Apeaare Aatpy sSury o
SI9A9T[9Q PUTWAI 01 AT)sTUTwl ST JO J1ed sem 111BU3 £1-7T:T 1939d T Ul pies 13194

.o



£1] €107 77v4 SIAILDASHIAd

‘Tooyos Lrenb

& Furdofanap 03 $INDLIOYS OU 218 IS, ‘AJTUNTUITIOD ) UT Pa3oadsaz s yeyy uon
-e1ado sse[o-1sI1j ® 2q PINOYS [00YDs UenstIyD) ay], ‘ssaidoxd rou 1adsord saqeu
M [ooyos a1y ‘suotinjos 10] Surdexd Jo peajsur sepenbapeur asoyy 9121901 01
97e13 107 A[U0 sde1d pIeoq ot} JT "9IDOTPIW 2q [[IM [OOUDS JeI[} ‘SITI[IOB] PUE [oU
-uos1ad ayenbapeur sey jet[) J0OYDS © TILM 2AT] 01 SUT[TIM ST PIROq 93 JT [[PM
wrawy Sutop pue JySix s§urnyy Surop Teas] YTy € 03 J[9831 P[OY PMOYS pIeoq YL,
[IBAA SBUIY | o 03 31{s3Q

"Iopea] SUOIIS © ST ITRTD 2} Kem ISUITT 'smefdq o1} Ul poyiwi] A[ejeIaqrap

ST 9INUI] 2} ‘SISYIO0 UT ‘21nua) SUO[ & 9ARY SITRYD PILOq ‘SJOOYDS JWIOS U] “ITef
pue ‘pastod AJpo3 ‘ornjeur A[penjiaids sT oym 19pea] ATBUOISIA ‘SUOIIS © ST ITRYD
9T, el ST 11ey0 913 Aq UOISIATodnS PUB UOTIRIIOYXS SNONUNUCY) "doueurIofrad
JO 19497 YSTY ® 01 P[OY UaY) PUE P2FeInoous 3q 01 PIau A9} ‘SIS9JUN[0A JIE $12q
-wIaw YFnoty) usAyg Ireyd a1 jo sjdurexs Suoiis 213 st pIeoq 3uons e 03 49y oy,

lley) 8uoils

"SOITUWIE] 12U} PUE SIOQUIIUI I} UO PIEY ST AP 9[qNOP ISTEI2q PILO( [00TIS

a3 uo 3urass are a1} s1ead 91} Furmp s3010 YoInyDd SUTpUBWLP POy 10U Op
Apsodimd s1oquusi p1eoq sUWOS “TOOYDS UBTISTIYY) 9} 0F SJUSUIIUIUWIOD JWI}
Anroy ayewr 01 ssouIUI[IM J19Y3 Jn0qe AP[UERIJ PIYSE 9q PINOYS SISQUIIUI [BI}UI}
-0 "PAAJOATI ST JUSUIIUIUIOD I0(eW Y ~[I0M JO smoy Suof axnbaz jnq [eruouraed
101 91® SAUINP YT, "SPIBOQ IIOY) JO SISQUIATI U0 SPUBTIIP SN0IOTTI 3BUT S[OOYDS

JAOAN 03 SSBUBUI|IAA

"(81:¢ sueruofessayy, 1) Surop st 9] e 10f pon) Junjuey; pue

durid1ass 107 poo) uo Surpuadep Taderd pue asrerd £q pazizeioereyd 2q 01 3ydno
PIeOq 9], 'SIOQUISTW PILoq 973 JO apTIIITe 1183Y U3 Uf J1iq [ootos 2y} Juroeg
sTI91qoad 9] UT JOU ST OUIAPIP YT, "passazdop soWaWos pue pajreayiaesy
are SO Yiom 1oyt ut Addey pue [nyIesYD 918 SPIROQ JOOYDS URISLIYD) SWIOS
asield pue iaAeid

"uts ST apniIje Jey], ‘pue]
pesTuIo1d 93 03Ut Wt 398 01 ydnous Juoxs jou nq 1d437 o 1no apdoad sipy
198 03 ydnoua Suons st pos) yeyy vontsod at) 9e) I0ARU PNOYS PIEOq YT, "2q 03
J1 SPUSIUT POL) JRY] [[B 2q 0} ST [OOTDS 9Y) JT [[ITe] 2SIDISXA JSTIUI PIROq Y} UdYM
Te0TI1I0 WSY] JO JUIOS ‘SIWIT] SNOIITINY T8 919} Pue ‘Sade)s [eroass ydnoryy

£L0Z T1V4 SIAILIADSHIA | 21

Mo13 s[ooyog "JT uo urjor Uay) pue anIy sT sLes por) Jeym el Jurasrpaq st yireg
7T 4540 PUE YITEJ 9SIDIOXA IS PIBOQ U] ‘PIUIIISIP ST IIJJeUL B UL [[IM STL] USYM
"POX) JO JTIq UBUI JO JOU ST [00YDS 3] 1et]) SUIMOYs Jo poyiaw stpf Kem spon
sAemre ST qire] Jo ABM 2T, "{ITe] JO eMm © ST [00TS 2} JO IOABIPUS 2UTIUS YT,
Y1le4 4O 351213X]

“Tosunod [y

UMO SIT JO 98eIUBADE 9] 2ABY 10U S20P PIe0q 1) D] P[OY SISqUIAUL USYAA "UO
passed seapr 119} uTARY JO YSIT 91} 10 JUWIFPN{ PIOAE 0} 19JJBW € JNOQE JUIY}
Aoy yeym Juides wioy Yorq PIoY 1SN 4341 Jey[} [39] 10U PIOYS SI9GUISU pIROg
AT[eUIPYUO2 0] JUSUUIUIOD B PUE ISYJOUE JUO SPIEMO} IpTie [eyuawdpn(
-uou e :ssauuado 10] saysmbaiaid axe sSuryy omy, “sBunesur noyy ur Apaig yeads
01 3[qe 9q ISNW SIPQUIIUI PIeOq TOOYDS 9T} FUIIDIJE SINSST SHOLIIS YIIM [e3p O,
uolssa4dx3 Jo wopasi

"pAeOq [OOYDS URNSLIYD) 23 UO

31BD0AP® STIASD B 10J 20B[d Ou ST a19Y], APjomb popesy pue pazruSooaz st 4runsi(q
‘QUO0AIPAD AQ [3] ‘PasUas aq ued 3 9[qiSue] st pIeoq 9} U0 AJIu) I0JeNSIUIUIpE
31} 10] pUE I9TJ0 YIBS I0f SAO] PUER 318D 159dSaI MOYS 0} PIIU SIIQUISW pIeog
‘31 ururejurews 10§ ofqrsuodsar are sjdoad stpy Ing Krun seatd poo) “(T:¢gT wesd)
Ayrun ur 19139807 [amp 03 adoad spI1oT 313 103 Pood ST 11 ye) sLes A[qrg YL,
1S1Y) Ul Anun

s

$PO5) MO O} IISIP I3 YIIM S1Ie)s FUD[BW UOISIP A[poD) A[[edryewoine apeur
54 10U }SNWI SUOISII3(J "9uatrodxa 10 punoidyoeq ou aaey 31} YDIYM UO SINSS]
JNOqe SUOISIOIP SNOISUWINU W ISNW A9YT, “Furpes] spos) suruiraiep o3 moy Sur
-MOWY UT PIouatiodxa aq 01 9ARY SIoqUIaWI preoq ‘dnoid e se pue sfenpiapu; sy
3uipeaT s,pon aujwialag o1 Alljiqy

“JNOqE ST [00YDS UBTISLIYY) T80T 93 JEYM UO SNO0J

s JoqUIstI pIeoq yoea uadieys 0] HOISSNOSIp pue ‘sreurwas ‘Surpeas Kpnys soxmb
-3 UOTSIA B [oNS SUIAaTyoy ‘waty Jurureije ur pes[ 03 axe Loy Ji speod reuonieonps
$JOOYDS 3} JO UOISIA Te3d ® Paau A9y, ‘sasodind s31 2A9TYD® 01 JOOYDS A1} I[QBUD
T]IM 183 SUOISIOIP 3SIM 9YBUI O} PUIY1dTod JSNUI SISQUUAW PIe0q UYDTYM ‘SIAT
-22[qo pue Aydosoriyd s11 Jo asnedaq s1sTX9 [0OYDS Y, OUSTUBWINY JOU “[BII[GL]
aIe s2A1192(qo $11 "971] Jo Axpdosoqryd 1eoT[qiq & WO paseq ST [00YDs UBTISIIYD) 9Y],
san133[qo pue Aydosojiyd [00Yy3S UBIISUY] U0 paLLioju|



si | £10Z 11v4 SIAILITASHId

10 quaurjuroddestp ‘uorsnyuod Jo apnynye we sfaauod drysiapesy oyl Ji ssexdoid
jou $30p yiom YT, “drysiapes] asnisod aar8 03 preoq a3 J0f juertoduur St i
diysiapea aAIlSOd

“pI0T 33 UT IYIOUE JUO I1S[0q 0] UOHTUOTUPE [eDT[qIq 2} SMO]
-10] pIeoq aanepaxdde Gurdeinosus wy "preoq [0OYDS 2} PIBMO} IPNIINE 13U S
asrezowr Iray o1 yurelrodunr ATyStpy “Juswredeinoous pasu oym sjdoad es1 osfe axe
4913 1nq T001Yds 9} 18 POD) FUTAISS 98 OYM SUBIISTIYY) 318 JJels pue AJnoey oy
|2UL0SI3d 3yl 0} JUSWaseinolug

21T T2} JO AULIOM 218 SIDMIOM Topual Ao13

$901A15s [euoissajoId a3 03 urproooe wey) Jurded Spaaur I191) JO dTEME IW0I9q
03 p1eoq 9y} uo Anpiqrsuodsaz snd sotretry jo eaxe a7 ut Ay1arssed I9YT, 'spoeu
TeIoUBUY TNOYIIM T8 A5T[] JBY] UBIUI JOU S0P NLIS 10U Op [puuosiad [0oyds
UETISLIYD) 9} T8} }0%] 2], 'WOHEdnpa Je[noas Ul s11ed1s)unod Iy} op Se salrefes
1197} oqe ure[duwros A[p1es pue ANSTUTW € SB YI0M I131} MITA P[NOYS [puuosiad
Tooyos uepnsuyy ‘Suraordurr sempe pue sAISTIYaIdUIOD a1 et} SIJIU( I9HO
PINOYS PUE S[9AI] 9[QBUOSEII O] SALIR[es 95Tl P[NOYS PILOq Y], 9wt L1efes Je
15l Jou Tead 9Y1 INOYBZNOIY]} 1I0]e SPULIUSP JJeis pue AJ[NoeJ 91} JO 2IBJ[oM 9L,
alel[Sf\ HElS pue >“:3umn_

"UOTIRT10U0231 saTueduroooe jey) Jurfeay

31 10] 3IIS2P © 9ABY P[NOYS PUE. JYSII ST 1BYM 0P p[noys auokIeay yrards opyuad e
UM PIMOT[O] 2q 03 ST aI0pan0o1d S[oYM YT, "PRIUBATUNIID 2q Pinoys sdais asayy
JO QUON] "PIAJOAUT 3W023q ABW pIeOq [00YDS A} A[21RWTI[N PUE TOJRIISTUTWIPE
91} “UOTIRIJIOUOISI B YOI 0} A[qeun aIe A3Y) JT "[oA9] 15am0] a1} Je surapqoxd Aue
2470591 PINOYS paajoAut Appoaxrp o[doad a3 qooyss a1y o3 Suryoesy sty A[dde of,
‘way; a[puey 03 skem pue s7doad yym swejqod Jo syyeads snsaf ‘g1 maymely Ul
3|doad suowy swia|qoid

‘suoryenyts pue adoad YIm JuT[esp UL 2ATJISUIS ST INq

ys1s12d 03 sdiysuorjear zood mofpe Jou saop pieoq duons v pood aq ose snw
Tooyos ay3 apisino afdoad yim sdrysuonedy s1uepnis pue ‘siusred ‘s1ayoes) 40}
-ensTuTaIpe 91} s sdrysuoneror Ayenb urejurew pue Ysijqeisd JSnul preoq sy,
|0oy2s 3yl Uy sdiysuoriejay

“ATurey ooyos

31 JO 90USPYU0D 9} J1I9W J0UUeD A[Juenbaly 10119 T0{eW Saxews Jey) pIeoq y

Jutodmata spon wory Juewdpn( pood se sures ayj 10U UaYo st Jurodmara sprrom

ELOZ TTV4 S3AILI3dSHId | vl

ay3 woyy juswdpn( pood Aem 1oyjoue 31 ssardxe OF WIS YIIM 30UBPIOIIE UT
UoISI9P 9y aewr 01 uayy pue Adde jer sSuryoes) [ed1[qIq Syl PULISISPUT 0]
SUB3UL J1 [OODS 9] U] 'SUOISIDAP 1091100 aeur 0} A}{Iqe a1 st juswdpn( poon)
1usw3pn({ poon

“uts st suosiad jo padsax <7 sowre(

01 3urp1020y ‘uonenyIs e ut [erjred aq 0] I0JRISTUTWIPE 21} UO aanssaid Jsea] 3y}

— e,

UIAD 119X I9AJU PINOYS ASY], "SPUALI] IIAU} 10 SIA[ISWAY} 10] Jusuneas) feroads
10J YSE 194U PNOYS SI2qUIIW PIeOg Peq SABMIE ST awronino si pue Appmb
P319919p 3¢ [[im suosiad Jo 10adsay Tooyos e saewrep Krenied 10 ‘WsSHLIOAR]
Aljeryied oN

"S3IBQY JIOU} UI PIapens

-1od 10U 31e A9t} ySnoy uaas s1a10 3y} Yim Juore 08 £31) os pur M spon
mouy 03 0u 1eadde A3y JUasSTp £9Y) J1 1B [99] ABUI SIOQUIIW PIEOQ JEY} ST 330A
snourtueun e §unsanbax yim woapqoid ayy, "paisanban st 2304 snowrueun Apresu
® asneoaq aanssaxd Jo Furfes) v Iapun j0u UL ST [29] £313 3eyM 03 SurpIode
A[ISIUOY 9104 ISTW SIIGUIAW PIEOq TS "Way) SUD{ew Ul SNOWUeUn A[IeaU 3q
PINOYS pIBOq 3} 9I0J3I9Y], ‘IO ety a8 [0OUDS 9U] JO 91 31} UL SUOISIIP UTEII9D)
suoilsizaq Jolep

"210A B 10U J1q 92104 B Suiaey A[[ensn S3unoou [e pusije Pnoys I0Je1SIURupe
9Y], "UI}99WI 3]} JO SIITIUTUI 21} UT S& [[om St jooq 451j0d pieoq areredss e ur
Pa421UD 2q PINOYS Palorua 18 Tey] sa1o1jod mau AUy Aem 9MI[SSIUISNq € UI pue
1o4e1d ypm patpuey oq pnoys s1opelA Aenjound uiSaq o) pasu sSunaay -onsst
[oes ssa1ppe 03 paredaid aq [[im Taquuat pIe0q 9y 05 aDUBADPE UF PIIPNIS 9]
PINOYS [BLISIRUI STYT, “JUSWIIRIS [RIOURUY JUIDAI JSOW 9} PUE SUNIIUL IS8 3} JO
SIINUTW Y} “BPUIFe 7] ‘[IEWIS IO [TBUI BIA ‘S2ATIIII JIGUUIW o3 ‘Furjoatt 9] 03
Io11q ‘sastre Aousdiows ue Ji 9ouasqe Jurpuaduit 1oy jo Lre3ardas a3 Sururiojus
‘pusiie srequiswl [y ueizodurt axe sduriesw jeads pue sdunssw remdar yiog
S3U1133|\ pieog anI13843

"UOTRI)STUTUIP® SJOOYDS 3y} JO N0

sA®B]s PIROQ 9Y1 1R 210SUI 0] PIPaU ST uorsaIadng 'sarorjod 95041 Jo JIoMaurel]
31 UrqIIMm [00YDs 313 uLIs)sTUTIIPE 107 2[qIsu0dsal ST I0JeI}SIUTWIPE JY] pue
‘saprj0od urysi[qeIsa 10y a1qrswodsaz st preoq ayJ, "00YdS 3y} SULISISIUNUPE PUE
sap10d p1e0oq SUIysI[qelse Usamlaq IDULIAHIP 2} SpUe)sIspun pieoq fuons y
5812110 40 JUBLIYSI|qe)ST



L1 ] €107 17vd SIAILITdSHId

pue Surures; oy} 308 s13yoe2) 213 oY 0 ST UOTIN[OS YT, 'SPAIU [e1oads YIim UuaIp
-[IYo 27BONP3 0} PIUTEIIULL 218 SIAYDEI) 31} YFnoyy uaas Surybiaas ysydwodoe
wed s19yoea) uensuy)) pue raderd yeyy urpusiaid jo pesjsul syuspnis J[e Jo spasu
33 199U 03 S[eUN ST [0OYDS 3T} T8y} ITWUPE 03 IS3UOY ST 3] ‘Op O} Pa[[ed Pue J[qe

ST 1T 1eUM M Auourrey ur axe Jety) sarorjod suotssturpe do[aasp jsnur [00Yds YT,
“USIPTIY [[B JO SPaU [euoleonpa oy a[puey o3 paddmba jou Ajqeqoad st jooyds
Y} “pOD) ISTLI} PUE UBIISLIYD 2I¢ SIIPEI] S YSNOWIY 'SIUSpMIs ay3 pue [puuosiod
Y} :$9A1392(qO SIT YDBAX 0} [00YDS UBNISTIYY) © 10] PA[[OIUOD 3T SBUTY3 OM],
$3]31|0d SUOISSILUPY punos

"Pa1BI9]0} 3q UED suonisod [eLIESISADE OU PUR 9JRWIAE]S ON "UBIsaI

PIMOYs JOJeNSTUTWIPE 91 YIm Fuore 103 10UUEd OYM SIQUISW PIeoq 10 [00dS
Y} 2ABS[ P[NOYS IOJBIISTUTWPE 3] ‘SUnod pue 1odeld yonur 1935 PInoys 1 Jeym
owooaq jouued st 3] ‘Mo1d 03 padernoous pue ‘parnyinu ‘pasrasaid st drysuone(a1
TeqT, 10020 03 dIYsUOne[al JUI[[30X3 Ue Uey} $$3] SunpAue MO[[e P[NOYS I03eI)ST
-UTWIpE 3} 10U PIEOq Y3 IAYIRN To0yds 971 Jo Arrenb oy sjonuod Aypenb st
107 ‘ooyds ayy ur drysuotje[ar 4y o) st dIYsUOTIE[21 I0JeISTUTWIPE-PIE0q Y,
Q__.._mco_u«m_mﬂ_ jolellsiuiuwpy-pieogd m:o\ﬁ_.m

“pIBOq [00YIS UBTISLIYD) 9} JO AIISTUTUI 31}

Surureouo? sautzeSew pue $00q Jurpess (G) pue ‘SIOIRNSIUIWIPE PUE SIIQUII
PIe0q Y3IM B3 03 sjoopds wenstiyy) Juons Junisia (¥) ‘Spieoq [00Yds 10§ A[[edyD
-ads opewr sade; uryorem 10 03 urualsy (g) ‘prrOq [B20] 21} YIIM J9aUL O] PIJIAUL
STURINSUOD [euoneonps 4q pay sdoysiiom Surpusie () ‘SIoqUIauw preoq [00ds
UenSLIYY) 10] SIPUTWSS PUE s30UaIajuod Surpuane (1) :Jurmorioy ayp Surpniout
‘samIAToR 301aI9s-ut pauueld ydnoryy Anstuiw ey} Jo SUIpuRISISPUN J9Y} UL
Mmo18 oY1, ‘uorEInNpa [00YIS UBNSLIYY) JO SJUIPMS 3Te spreoq Afenb jo szaquiajy
Buiulel] aJIABS-U|

[PM SB SIOqUUaTT MU UT Jurdutiq afiym

SI9QUIIW UBI9}aA 95IN00Ud spIeoq Aeny) "sura(qoid ay} 9A[0SI 03 W) PIjIw]
1M pue 2an0adsiad ur swerqoxd 29 03 AN[Iqe PaTUI] B YIIM Funod sfemre
s17e1} pABOq ® S13nsa1 9], "podo[aAap 2q J0UUERD PIEO( UBIIIPA € ‘SULID) 1I0YS
ATU0 2AI35 0 PIMOT[e 91¢ SIIQUIDWT aSTED3q 10 S1nOdOIp JO 3SNIIQ IPAOUIT JALS
-5 ST 2I31[} J] "SIX[I0M PIUOSEIS W09 0] SI9QUIIWL PIRO] JOf ST} SAe I

3AISSIXJ JON J3A0uIn) pieog

EL0T TTv4 53A1103dSH3d | 9b

“papasu st afueyo pue Amnuruod

o soue[eq pood  1saq 11aY3 18 urropiad Tim 49T 210j0q SYURWIUSISSE T19U[) 0)
POIULLIO S1023q 03 awf} 9wIos 21mbax s1aquiaw preoq 10y ONORYD 9q Ued Afrenu
-ue a3ueyo gonw 0o, ‘preoq ay3 03 Surdemoous pue Jurne[nwms 218 JUSWUBISSE
ur safueyD) JueuSes 10 [EOIUBLDIUT JU099q 0} PUS) 491} ‘SIBIA 2ATINISU0D AUBW
0] $223TUWIWIOD PILO] JUILS 3T} ITEYD IO SIJIJO PIeOq JUIes Iy} ploy suosiad
aures oy uayp suonisod diysiopes| preoq ur a3uryo 2WOS dA€Y 0} AYI[EIY ST I
Su0I1IS0d pieog ul sasuey)

‘aze sue[d pue

‘sompaooi1d fsaporjod nq 98ueyd 03 192(qns 10U STIUINI0J MOU 353q 3q JOU Aewr
s1eak zotid ur pood sem jeyy £orjod v "smoi13 [001s Y3 pue ssed sI1e94 s MILAA
03 pa1o2(qns axe £21] Inq XN UT A[JULISTOD 10U 218 9], ‘PIJUBLIEM SE PISIAAI
pue Aqreorporzad pomataal aq PIMOYS 95} [V I9PIo [E39] pOOS Ul 9 PINOYS SMe|
-Aq pue s12338YD) A[[NJoIed UM 3q P[roYs suondLIsIp qof "Papadu are spIeyd
reuoneziuesiQ AQuUsIYs 2UOp yI0M 3Y) [ 198 03 sd[ay uonezIUEsIo POOn)
uoljeziuesi( |n4sle)

*pIe0q [O0DS UBIISLIYD)
9y} U0 WIH 2A19s 0} Jusunutodde 10 WOTOA[? 119} 210§3q s1eL spdoad Surredaid
129q SBY POL) SABM (] UO ]99[JoX pue 9AI95q0 03 Burssa[q e s3] "osn19dxa jo
seaIe pue ‘spunoidypeq [euoreonpa suonednsso Jo Letrea e jussardar 45y
UIYM [OOPS Y3 U0 aA1}0ads1ad I9pIM B 9ABY OYM SIIQUISW WOL JUaq SpIeoq

siaquapy syl suowy Alsluep

"UIT} B e Aep B AI)STUTUI 9]

01 SIAT] J19Y} 418 OUYM SIOTRISTUTIUPE J[QEIS dARY S[OOYDS FUOIIS YIMOI3 [EUOLs
-soj01d I3Y3aMy 19Y IO SIY UT JSIAUT PUe 19pea] Jey) urejal o3 juepsoduwr 4renbo st
11 ‘paxry st uosiad a1} 90UQ "paau Jey) 9ziseyduIa 1940 03 PIeY 3G P[NOM I 0}
enjsturwpe Y11 9U3 211 03 ST preoq ay Jo qof yuejrodwur jsous ay3 18y} Aes surog
lojeilsiulwipy 1usjadwo)

‘apryiyye pue yoeoidde su
ur 2a1150d SUTUTRISI 9[TYM SUOHBILIS 2A1JES2U SAA[0SaI pUE s908] pIeoq Afenb
v "pIeoq a3 Jo drysiapes] 3} 9A0qe 3sLI 0) syuared pue SI19UDEI} I0JeISTUIIPE
a1 10 pIey ST J] ANSTUTUI 2I1UD Y] SISPUIY PIeoq ) woly AjaryedaN redsap



61| ELOZ TTV4 S3AILIAASHId

JUIUIY “I2A3I0J AIO[3 pUE I0UOY o] [[e 2q
WoyM 0} ‘p107T IN0 ISLIYYD) snsaf ydnoryy sty Aexd apy "pIeoq [00YDS UBLSTIYD) 213
y8noxyy pue ur Jydis mmod ur Surseayd [[om ST 1] [ IOM “URABSY] UT IYIe] Tea(],,

SEVIR

JSTIYD) JO 1838 Juawidpn{ ) 1 papiemal

2q [[IM PIOT Y} I0J HIOM II9Y] Jetf) PUBISISPUN A1} DUIT} JWIES 3] Iy '9SBSIOUT
34} 52413 OYM 2UOTE POL) ST T INq ‘SIaTem Isyjoure pue sjueld we Jo auo Jel)
.uN:ﬂt £ay7, "por) WoIJ SaW02 [00YSs 213 Ut ssaxdord autnuos e ety 2Z11eal Lot}
. 10§ “9[qUINY 2q PINOYS SISqUIITA "94Ias 01 Ajrunitoddo a1} 107 nq s1ao 1t 9813
-saxd Aue 107 J0u “Touoy Ue se diysioquIatl pieoq predal £oy], 'por) SulaIss ore
Aatp3 ye1py asuas Suoils e oAy pIeoq [ooyds wenstiyD) Arrenb e Jo srequiawr oY,
pon SUIAISS JO 35U 3y |

ToOUDS 23 U0 Joae SuTusesm € SBY SUOISIDIP JOS JO UOTIR[NUNIDE

33 ‘ow} 19AQ) 9renbape A[aIauI o1 YIIM POYSTIES 9q JOU pUR WY} I0F 152q 2}
3995 SABMIE IS PIBEOQ 9} PUE SJUIPTIS Y] I0] SISIXA [00YDS [T, "9ARY P[ROYS
1 A17enb 213 2ABY JOU [[IM [00YDS 211 ‘PINIUIPEIIL IO PIRIWIPE 1B SIUIPNIS [BUId
-IeW J1 10 ‘P2ITYRI 9IE SIOUDLS] [RUISIRU JT “DOUTRISI 1B SIOJRIISTUIIIPE [RUISIRW
1 opdurexs 104 "SUOISOOP [eurdIew Ul IqNOP 2} JO 1JoUaq oy uaald sey Ajjuonb
-21J PIeOq 93 JI RIDOIPIWL $9U023q [00YDS UeHSLIYD) © ‘S1eak Jo poriad € 10AQ
PApPIOAY SUOISIIa( [BUIBIEN

'sTeak U3} 03 9AY 41049 $59001d [emauai B ygnosyy o3 jsnw

[00UDS © “UOTIB}IPIIDOE UTBJUTEW O] UOIRIIPAIIOE I0] YIOM JO JUNOWIE 5318213
31} op ‘pIe0q 9Y3 jo Jroddns a1} YIm AJMNoOR] 9} PUER IOJRIISTUTUIPE S, "2[qRIS
-3pun $3W022q UONEIIPaIdIE ‘parmbar st asturo1dmod AUe J] "PauTeIUTRUT 9¢ UED
Tooyds a3 o AyiSsyur fenyriids ay3 ssaoo01d a1} UT JT UOTBIIPIIODE UTLIIE 0] JALIIS
pnoys [ooyss Ajfenb v plrom uonesnps ay; Ul [NJ3UTURIW ST UOBHPIIIIY
U0I1B1IPaIddY

"$10T[Juo2 10 swelqoid

renuajod swos proae spreoq pood ‘unyuryy premrioy pue Sutuuerd ey} Ag ‘ssod
-1nd sty3 10y pooS st Jea13a1 FATJRISIUTUIPE Uk IO 1831391 PIeoq  “Furajos wajqoid
03 1824 3y} SULIMP W} BIJX3 2J0AIP $[00YdS AII[EnY) Teuy way) Sunfew 21052q
£1ess929U sB WY} ISIAII PUR SISBQ B1I} B U0 suonnios jdope o3 yuspnid st
‘5309 3p1s pajoadxaun sonpoid Lew uonnjos 9y} 20UIS -2[qrssod [3A971S9MOT 2}

E£L0Z T7v4 S3NAILIFJSHAd | 8L

J8 PIAJOSaI 2q PIRoys swa(qoid 'siseq Ie[ngar e uo weay) Surajos pue Sudnuepi
10§ 210pa001d & sdofeasp 31 pue ‘sura[qoid sey I1 Je) SITUWPE [00Yds FU0KS
SUIA|0S WwB|qoid

“[OOYDS Y} JO 3JBD ANE} [[IM S]] ‘pIOUOY ST

31 JI "ISHYD) I0UO0Y 03 ST 2A1102(q0 213 ‘suorera1 o1jqnd [[e U] "Wa1) JO 0m] I0 U0
01 A[nyo1ed pajuasaid aq [[IM SISTFO M SIT[qnd SJOOYDS 9] [[B YIIM PIIBYS 3q
Aeur swalt SNOLIBA TUWIN(E JO sJuaied oy pue qTuuwmle ‘siojsed ‘sjuapnys ‘sjuared
Kyrunwrwod ay) ‘seyprny Surpnpur so1qnd [eIsads 03 pajussaid sq 03 sey
[ooyos a3 Aeroy “Suruuerd soxyel orjqnd oy 03 [0oYDs 313 Jo woneIussaid ayT,
Suolle|sy 34qnd

-arenbapeur axom sue[d

51891813$ J19Y} PUR J[WS 00} SeM UOISIA IIOY], "2A%Y P[N0od A3} uaym puef Sur
-utofpe aseypind Jou prp 4ot} et 191821 A1dsap sjooyDs Aurly “pP[os 2q Ued pure|
ay3 ‘mo18d jou s0p 31 JT *ooeds aaBY 1M 1t ‘sM0I3 [00YDS 9} JT U9, 'uotsuedxo
a1myny 10§ 3t uo uopndo 1511 13 398 3582] 18 10 MOU 1 9seypInd 03 9SIM AJPWONX? 9q
PINOM I[qe[IEAE [[13S ST 1BY} pUe] Juade(pe yim sjoorps "Suruuerd Sunyool-premioy
DUE 98IM JO J[nsa1 213 a1e Aoy, “uaddey A1durs jou op sjooyds uensiIyy) pooo)
suluue|d 118918415

‘s309foxd Surpymq 107 s)oerU00 Sunenodou

e poo8 s1 pIEOq 21 (6) PUE ‘AJ[RIDURUY [OOYDS S PUIIX J9AO 10U S0P PIeOq
243 (g) $JUBIUNOIE PALJIIIeD SPISINO Ue Aq A[[enUUE PIJIPNE 218 $Y00q [eIoURUY
ay3 {£) ‘seotad 159q 211 193 07 [[oMm $97B1I035U [0ODS 33 (9) ONISSIUISTI] ST JUDUL
~-fed pue Sutseyoind 107 wraisAs 91} (§) OTUT) UO PIPTWQNS SABMI PUR ‘SISQUIIUT
T[® 4q pooisiapun ‘Ieap are sjrodai (§) paj[onuod A[nyaren s1398png ay (£)
{[punos pue A[ereInooe suop st Junedpnq () ANTIqeIs [eIOURUY SUTRJUTRW PUR
$9A9TOR pae0q 2y} (1) :sIojew [eroueuy uy A31{enb Jo uorjedIput a18 SUIMOTIO] 3T,
diyspiemsis jelpueul

"STOOYDS SNOTSI[a1 IO} YIIM YIOM A3 MOY] O] SE S37]S SUOUIE UOTJRLIBA IPIM ST
2I3(], "UOTIEONP? JO Juaurredap 2181S 913 YIIMm SSUI[eap [[e Ul PIPasU OS[e ST a1e))
“£ouowr SUTAJOAUT SI23)eTU IYI0 PUE SISFEUL YT YIIM Uae] ST oIed Ie[noTnied
-uado pue 1890 9q PINOYS SIUAWUISA0S [RISPa] PUE 37e)s UM sdrysuonepi [[v
SUOIIB|N33Y |EIUBWUIBACT 0} 3IUBIP3qQ0

‘A13unoo o3 noydnory; A[Fueoyrudis paseaiout sey Jey) pusi} e
‘spoaul Jo 93Ukl JOPBOIQ © YIIM USIPIIYD 2JeONPa 0] PIPIU $a13I[108] o) ap1aoid o}



d
ormed éhristaa Schools:

by Agatha
Lubbers

The wrmng of these observations and reflections coincides
thh the celebration of the fiftieth convention of the
Protestant Reformed Teachers’ Institute (PRTI)), which
was attended by nearly all of the 129 teachers currently
working in the Protestant Reformed Christian schools, plus
many teachers from Plymouth Christian School and Zion
Christian School. The convention met October 21-22,
2004, at the Eastside Christian School in Grand Rapids,
Michigan. Since 1956, the year of the inception of the
PRTI, a convention or conference has been sponsored.
Because two conventions were held during the year 1956,
we have reached the fiftieth convention before we have
reached the fiftieth year of the existence of the PRTL

In the late 1940s and very early 1950s, faculty members
of Protestant Reformed schools attended the conventions
of the Michigan Christian Teachers’ Association, a profes-
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sional organization of teachers that are employed in the
schools belonging to the National Union of Christian
Schools (NUCS) and now called Christian Schools Inter-
national (CSI).

However, it was March 29, 1956, that the teachers of
Adams Stregt Protestant Reformed Christian School and
Hope Protestant Reformed Chiristian School met for a
conference. This conference was later called the first
convention of the Protestant Reformed Christian schools.
The purpose of this conference was to bring together the
faculties and boards of the two Grand Rapids PR schools
so they could talk about mutual concems. I can remember
well that meeting because [ was the teacher of thirty
students at Hope in grades five through seven. My yel-
lowed notes indicate that the late Rev. G. M. Ophoff was
the featured speaker at 2:00 p.m. at Hope Protestant



Reformed Church on the topic “Teaching Citizenship.”
Later that afternoon, the faculty members and board
members discussed the following topics: “Discipline and
Punishment,” “Intramurals: Method and Value,” “Combin-
ing Subjects When Two or More Grades Are in the Same
Room,” and “Failure of Pupils.” The evening of that day
the conference or convention moved to Adams School. The
evening began with group singing led by the late Mr. Al
Heemstra and was followed immediately by a panel
discussion on the topic “School Board and Teacher Rela-
tions.” The following topics were discussed: “Discipline:
Can the School Board Help the Teachers? How?” “Selec-
tion of Textbooks,” “Curriculum Planning,” “Failure and
Promotion of Pupils,” and “Hiring New Teachers: When?
How?” After a recess another panel assembled to discuss
the topic “The Distinctiveness of Our Schools.”

Although there has always been some misunderstanding
about the beginnings of the Protestant Reformed Teachers’
Institute (PRTI) and the Federation of Protestant Reformed
Christian Schools (FPRCS) and the relationship between
them, let it be stated that my recollection and research
indicate that the meetings of the PRTI predate the origin of
the FPRCS. The PRTI is an organization of professional
educators that had its origins as early as March 29, 1956,
now called the first convention, while the FPRCS, an
organization founded by several boards, did not have an
initial meeting until December 1956.

The PRTI met next on April 2, 1956, and organized by
making arrangements for the writing of a constitution. The
constitution was ratified and adopted at a meeting in June
of 1956 that was attended by eight teachers from Hope and
Adams in the lower level of the First Protestant Reformed
Church of Grand Rapids, Michigan, on the corner of Fuller
and Franklin. The constitution of the PRTI established the
name of the organization, the basis, the purpose, the
criteria for membership, the officers, the time of the
meetings, the dues, and the rules for making amendments.
It is noteworthy that the early minutes indicate that each
member of the organization would be assessed fifty cents
per meeting. That means that the treasurer would be
responsible for collecting $7 annually from each member,
and because the total membership could not have been
greater than twelve or thirteen teachers, the grand total to
be collected each year would be about $90.

When one considers the amount collected and the grand
goals of the organization “To create a medium through
which we may produce materials of a specific Protestant
Reformed nature, to be used in our own schools and
thereby making our schools more distinctive,” it seems
necessary that several wealthy and generous patrons would
have had to contribute funds to make this a possibility. By

the way, such generous donations were neither solicited,
nor received by the PRTL

Another yellowed sheet in my notebook of PRTT events
includes the notes I took as the first secretary of the PRTIL.
The second convention was held October 18, 1956 at
Adams School and at Hope School. A total of thirteen
teachers and a few prospective teachers attended this
convention. The teachers from Adams were Jean Dykstra,
Ruth Dykstra, Fred Hanko Sr., Winifred Koole, Hulda
Kuiper, Delia Slomp, and Jeanette Veldman. The teachers
from Hope were Jessie Dykstra, Agatha Lubbers, Delores
Mensch (Miedema), Marie Moelker, and Alice Reitsma.

Program notes duplicated in the memorable purple ink
indicate that the sites for the convention were Adams in the
morning and Hope in the afternoon. Alice Reitsma, princi-
pal of Hope, opened the meeting with prayer, and this was
followed immediately by a panel discussion on the teach-
ing of art in our schools. Panelists were Antoinette Borduin
(Quenga), John Buiter, and Jean Dykstra. The convention-
eers enjoyed a recess for coffee and were treated to presen-
tations by Hulda Kuiper on “Parent-Teacher Conferences”
and Ruth Dykstra on “The Place of the Kindergarten.” The
Varsity Grill on Franklin and Madison, across from the
original Grand Rapids Christian High School, was the site
for fellowship and lunch. This was the earliest version of
the annual banquet. All traveled to Hope School and
assembled by 1:30 p.m. for the afternoon sessions of this
second convention. Alice Reitsma made a presentation on
“Oral and Written Composition.” This was followed by a
panel discussion with Jessie Dykstra, Winifred Koole,
Delores Mensch, Thelma Pastoor, and Delia Slomp partici-
pating.

It should be noted that in those early days the teachers
did attempt to publish a simple newsletter and journal that
featured articles relating to the task of education. I can
remember turning the crank on a mimeograph in the lower
level of the Creston Protestant Reformed Church parson-
age to produce this early version of the PRTI newsletter
and journal that later became the Perspectives in Covenant
Education, which was first published in October 1975.

Other goals of the organization were to work for unity
and understanding between our Protestant Reformed
schools and to study materials related to the field of
education in conjunction with the word of God, so that the
teachers could be better qualified to teach from a Protestant
Reformed viewpoint. The teachers that belong to the PRTI
have faithfully attempted to do exactly this.

The 140 teachers and prospective teachers that attended
the fiftieth convention at Eastside in 2004 were repeatedly
urged to refrain from despising “the day of small things”

(Zech. 4:10). God used those small beginnings to bring us
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to a time when many laborers would be working to estab-
lish and maintain Protestant Reformed Christian schools,
of which there are currently fourteen. They were important
beginnings, and our covenant God has blessed us so that
we have continued faithful to the truth of God’s word unto
the present time. May God give us continued faithfulness
to his cause in the world.

Also, the basis of the organization has not changed. The
basis of the PRTI for these many years has been the “Word
of God as interpreted by the Three Forms of Unity and as
these are applied in the educational principles of the
Protestant Reformed schools.” Ah! What a blessed and
sure basis that is, and it has served us well these many
years.

The fundamental character of the PRTT is that it is an
organization that is controlled by a membership that 1s
limited to Protestant Reformed persons who are either
teachers or prospective teachers. Although our schools are
not controlled by the church, they are schools that have
such a close relationship to the Protestant Reformed
Churches that all the teachers must be members of the
Protestant Reformed Churches, and they are in that way
eligible to be members of the PRTIL.

The Federation of Protestant
Reformed Christian Schools (FPRCS)

The official minutes of the federation indicate that the
first meeting of the FPRCS was held at Hope School on
Friday, December 7, 1956. The minutes referred to this
significant and monumental meeting as the first meeting of
the combined Protestant Reformed Christian school
boards.

Just to set the record straight, it ought to be noticed that
the initial meeting of the federation and all subsequent
delegate board meetings of the federation of Protestant
Reformed Christian school boards were expanded board
meetings. The teachers in the schools were not directly
involved in these meetings. There was even some question
among the teachers about the necessity of the federation,
since the PRTT, which had been founded in the early
months of 1956, had begun meetings with much the same
purpose as that for which the federation was being
founded—the further training of the teachers in the
schools.

The important point, nevertheless, is that both the
teachers who organized the PRTI and board members who
were instrumental in organizing the federation saw the
need for the development and further preparation of the
teachers in the specifics of the instruction that teachers and
parents were called to give students and covenant children
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! in the Protestant Reformed Christian schools.

The representatives at this first meeting that would resu]t
in the organization of the FPRCS were from Adams, Hope,
and Oaklawn and South Holland, Illinois. Letters of
interest had also been received from Edgerton, Minnesota,
and Hull, Iowa. It was agreed that an attempt should be
made to organize as a permanent organization that would

| be agreeable to the various school boards. Rev. Herman

Hanko, then pastor of Hope Protestant Reformed Church,
acting as chairman pro tem, appointed a committee to draw

~ up a tentative constitution to be presented at the next

meeting, scheduled three months later on Friday,
March 15, 1957.

Another important issue was the appointment of a
committee to study the matter of normal courses for
teachers. The committee was appointed with the under-
standing that they would produce an outline for a complete
normal course (teachers’ training course), and the commit-
tee would also come prepared with advice and suggestions
concerning personnel to instruct in this course.

Although the establishment of a teacher training college
was soon ruled out as being impossible, the federation did
appoint a seminar committee, and a seminar program was
soon established, thereby making it possible and necessary
for seminary professors, ministers, teachers, seminary
students, and prospective teachers to meet for eleven four-
hour sessions during late 1957 through early 1959. The
seminars have been described as “forums for intellectual
exchange between pastors and teachers which was stimu-
lating and spirited.” It has been said that “the level of
debate (not often recaptured) was the mark of the commit-
ment of these pioneers.”

The first seminar met at Adams School on Friday,
November 29, 1957. Rev. H. Hanko led by presenting a
paper on “Education among the Hebrews.” Rev. C. Hanko
led the April 7, 1958 seminar on the topic “Education
among the Greeks.” Rev. H. C. Hoeksema led the June 27,
1958 seminar on the topic “Education among the Ancient
Romans.” Several of the sessions featured presentations by
teachers now retired and in some cases deceased, that s,
John Buiter, Jessie Dykstra, Fred Hanko, Winifred Koole,
Agatha Lubbers, and Alice Reitsma. Our older readers will
recognize the names of these teachers. The eleventh
seminar on February 28, 1959, was led by Rev. B.
Woudenberg on the topic “Twentieth Century Education in
America.”

When these seminars were finished we thought we knew
it all, but the seminar concept would not soon die. Semi-
nars were not soon discarded. Beginning in the spring of
1959 until 1969, the federation continued to sponsor and
fund seminars. Eleven seminars were held on various



aspects of psychology and pedagogy, and most of these
were led by the teachers.

During the years 1961-1964, eight seminars were held
on methods of teaching. These seminars were all under the
leadership of the first generation of teachers in the schools.

During the years 1965-1969, a new series of seminars
began that dealt with topics such as, “Thomas Aguinas,”
“Augustine and His Teaching,” “The Scholastic Move-
ment,” and “The Impact of John Dewey.” These seminars
were also led by teachers in our schools.

Although the seminar program ended in 1969, it was
replaced during the years 1970-1979 by summer work-
shops. These workshops developed and produced manuals
that could be used by the teachers in our schools. These
manuals are presently being transferred to CDs. Mini-
courses, individual writing, and study projects were also
funded by the federation during the years 1970-1979.
During the 1980s, much of the previous work seemed to
die down, and a motion was brought to the floor of the
delegates that the federation be abandoned and that the
organization be ended. Through the efforts of certain
people with another vision, the work and study began
again in the mid 1990s and has continued on into the year
2004.

For a complete review of the seminars and workshops, I
encourage you to obtain and read the pertinent section in
the Handbook of the Federation of Protestant Reformed
Christian Schools. Copies of the handbook are available
from Agatha Lubbers, executive director of the federation.

The chief goal of the federation is to provide seminars
and workshops to promote the development, the under-
standing, and the presentation of distinctive Protestant
Reformed Christian education. The federation is to seek
ways and means for a more thorough training of teachers
and prospective teachers in Reformed Christian principles.

For nearly five decades the FPRCS has been attempting
to help teachers grow, and this development is seen as a
third generation of teachers begin to take their places in
our Protestant Reformed Christian schools. God be praised
for his faithfulness.

The Relationship between the PRTI and the FPRCS

It ought to be very obvious that the FPRCS and the PRTI
are two separate entities. Three representatives from each
school board in the Michigan and Illinois area meet twice
each year as the delegate board of the federation to make
decisions and to determine assessments that make possible
the funding of projects that are planned by the Teacher
Education and Development Committee (TED), the
executive and steering committee of the federation. Most
recently, these projects have included art curriculum guides

and summer seminars on biblical psychology. Currently,
work has begun on the writing of a physical education
curriculum guide. A seminar for the summer of 2005 is
being planned on the subject “The Kihgdom of God and
the Protestant Reformed Christian Schools.”

Teachers are encouraged by the boards, the TED, and the
executive director to attend and participate in these activi-
ties. The funds for these activities are made available
through the dues paid by the individual school societies.

The PRTI has remained a professional organization. The
main activity of the PRTT is planning and executing the
annual teachers’ convention. In addition, the PRTI plans
several after-school meetings each year for teachers in the
Grand Rapids area. Since October 1975, the PRTT has
become responsible for the publication of the quarterly,
Perspectives in Covenant Education. The activities of the
PRTI are funded through the dues paid by the members
and the participants in the activities of the PRTL

A major cost for teachers from outlying areas is the
travel costs to attend the annual PRTI convention each fall.
The FPRCS has assisted with the funding for these travel
costs by making funds available for teachers from outlying
schools to attend the conventions. We are happy to repost
that teachers from Washington, California, Colorado,
Wisconsin, lowa, [llinois, and Michigan attended the 2004
convention, and for many of them attendance was made
possible by the funding provided by the FPRCS. This is a
very important indication of the collaboration between the
FPRCS and the PRTI.

The PRTI is also a seedbed for many of the ideas the
federation attempts to use in the projects, workshops, and
seminars that are funded by the federation.

Although there was some initial misunderstanding and
some resistance by the teachers to the activities of the
FPRCS, we have witnessed and experienced the develop-
ment of a very healthy and helpful collaborative relation-
ship between the PRTI and the FPRCS.

We pray for continued fervency and leadership in both of
these organizations so that they will continue to serve the
cause of the development of principles and teaching
methods in our Protestant Reformed Christian schools.

To God be the glory, and to him we give all our thanks

| for having preserved these sister organizations for nearly

fifty years. Our prayer is that as the Lord tarries we may
continue to experience this collaboration. %

Endnote

' Cf. Handbook of the Federation of Protestant Reformed
Christian Schools, 19, 20.
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