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      Instrumentation

Alto Saxophone
Piano

Program notes
The Concerto for Saxophone is in three movements Trial and Error, Research, and Realization.

The first movement, Trial and Error, shows the saxophonist attempting to create a reasonable motive for the whole concerto but,

right when the motive is about to be complete, an outbreak of denial appears and forces the saxophonist to start from scratch

and make a new or similar motive. This pattern of trial and error continues throughout the movement until the saxophonist

decides to give up for the day in frustration. This gesture is represented by the loud cluster chord by the piano.

The second movement, Research, is where the saxophonist is researching ideas on how to develop a well-crafted motive. As the

saxophonist searches for new ideas, the performer finds itself lost in an ominous setting indicated by the ensemble (piano).

Eventually, the saxophonist finds its way back to continue researching new ideas. Similar to the first movement, the

saxophonist finds itself frustrated with the lack of motivic material needed to make a concerto.

The third and final movement, Realization, shows the saxophonist in great exhaustion, and thinks about giving up the

whole concerto. As the soloist lingers through the motives, the pianist recalls the numerous times of denial by soft,

complex chords that resemble the last two movements. Then, the soloist decides to make a few more similar motives so then

the concerto could end for good. By restoring part of the first movement as the recapitulation of this movement, the soloist

strives and becomes very aggressive as it squeals way up into the altissimorange. Unfortunately, the soloist loses control

of its glissando as it hits rock bottom, which is represented by the piano cluster.

This score is in C

Duration ca. 15 minutes
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>
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