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Preface

| wrote most of this book in just a few days in 1987 and
since that time several hundreds and thousands of copies of
it have been printed in numerous editions. It has also been
translated into 19 languages, most recently Polish, Laotian and
Serbo-Croatian. | have often wondered what it is about this little
book that has made it so widely spread and appreciated.

Some years ago, while researching the history of Buddhism
in China, | heard about a man named Mou Rong who lived in
the late Han dynasty (late 2nd century CE) and who wrote a
book called Mouzi lihuolun. When the Dhamma first came to
China, it found itself at odds with Confucian ideas and values.
Confucianists expected Buddhists to explain and justify their
ideas before they would accept them, something Indian monks
were not very good at doing as they knew so little about Chinese
culture. Eventually Mou Rong came to the rescue. His book took
the form of a Confucianist asking questions about the Dhamma
to a Buddhist who answered them. As much as possible, he
tried to reconcile Buddhism and Confucianism and highlighted
their common features. Many people found the question and
answer format easy and Mou Rong's answers ingenious and
convincing. Mou Rong's book was very popular for several
centuries and had an important role to play in helping the
Chinese understand the Dhamma.

Good Question and Good Answer is nowhere near as
good as the Mouzi lihuolun and it will certainly never be so
enduring. But its question and answer format has probably got
something to do with its popularity.

After you have finished reading it, give it to a friend and
then make a point of reading more about the Dhamma so you
can come to understand it in a broader and deeper way.

S. Dhammika
Nov 2008
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