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Susan Swartz: Seasons of the Soul is organized by the National Museum of Women in the Arts
and is generously supported by the Members of NMWA.
The exhibition is curated by Raphael Fitzgerald and is on view from June 17 through October 2, 2011.
On the cover: Fading Light, 2010 (detail)
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The National Museum of Women in the Arts is proud to exhibit the abstract
landscapes of Susan Swartz. Her paintings, pulsing with vibrant color,
simultaneously articulate her awe of the natural world and serve as a rallying cry
for its preservation. A fervent environmentalist, Susan creates art that reveals a
special connection to the earth and its majesty.
While the natural world has always served as Susan’s artistic inspiration, it has
also challenged her in the form of protracted battles with two environmentally
bred illnesses. With a unique resilience, Susan has turned to art as a source of
healing, redirecting her struggles into a body of work that serves as a wake up
call for viewers to notice, appreciate, and preserve the enduring beauty of nature,
which can help or harm humankind, often as a consequence of our own actions.
In Seasons of the Soul, a panoply of colors leads viewers through the changes of the
seasons—an allusion to human existence. As the seasons of Susan’s life and artistic
career have progressed, her art has become more important to her than ever.
Susan’s two-fold passion for art and the environment expands beyond the scope of
painting. She has been involved with a number of award-winning documentaries,
including The Cove, Mercury Rising and Under Our Skin, ﬁlms that vividly
document man-made environmental hazards that have been causing increasing
social concern. Susan’s paintings and ﬁlms carry the same message of hope to
inspire environmental appreciation, respect, and protection.
It has been a privilege to work with Susan on Seasons of the Soul. In presenting
her socially conscious work to the public, we continue the museum’s mission to
bring recognition to the achievements of women in the arts, past and present,
with hope for the future.
Susan Fisher Sterling
Director | National Museum of Women in the Arts
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Susan Swartz inherited her creative gene from a family of artists and musicians
and has been painting for more than forty years. Since 1998, after raising a family
that includes three children and nine grandchildren, Swartz has devoted herself to
painting full-time in Park City, Utah, and Martha’s Vineyard, Massachusetts.
Inspired by the natural world and the intersection of spirituality and art, Swartz
paints profound abstract landscapes and nature scenes. Her distinctive style and
artistic excellence have earned her international awards and recognition, and her
works are featured in private and corporate collections around the world, including
the Olympic Museum in Lausanne, Switzerland; the George Eccels 2002 Olympic
Winter Games Museum and Springville Museum of Art in Utah; and the U.S. Ski
and Snowboard Hall of Fame and Museum in Ishpeming, Michigan.
There is an underlying energy and tension to Swartz’s work that hints of her
complex relationship with the environment. Mankind’s carelessness with the
natural world has had a very personal effect on her health: ten years ago, Swartz
was diagnosed with mercury poisoning, most likely from eating ﬁsh from
contaminated waters. Six years later, she was struck with another environmentally
bred illness: Lyme disease. Today, she paints from a place of reverence for the
natural world and a ﬁerce determination to see it cleaned up and protected.
Swartz’s ordeals have inspired a change in her artwork. “While my illnesses
wreaked tremendous havoc on body and spirit, they also shook me out of
my comfort level as an artist,” she says. “The art I am now creating is more
impassioned, more profound, more achingly full of desire than anything I have
created in the past.”
Today, Swartz still combats the effects of illness, but has found new purpose
both in and out of the studio. When she’s not painting, Swartz works as an
activist with renowned environmental crusaders, such as Dr. Jane Goodall and
Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. She has also become deeply involved in the production of
documentary ﬁlms that shed light on injustice. Films supported by Swartz include
Academy Award winners and nominees, as well as Sundance Film Festival award
winners. She also serves on the boards of the Harvard Divinity School, Salt Lake
City Film Center, and Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco. She co-founded the
charity-based Christian Center of Park City in 2000.
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Swartz was included in the book Painters of the Wasatch Mountains (Gibbs
Smith, 2005), a survey of artists who embraced the magniﬁcent landscape of
the American West, alongside Wasatch School artists Albert Bierstadt, Maynard
Dixon, and Thomas Moran. In 2005 she was honored by the Harvard Divinity
School for a career that continues to blend artistry and religious faith. Swartz
was the 2002 Olympic Winter Games Environmental Artist and the recipient of
the Mansion Artist of the Year Award by former Utah Governor Michael Leavitt.
She has received multiple honors and awards from the Garden State Watercolor
Society Show, National Audubon Society, Salmagundi Club in New York, and
Grand National Exhibition of the American Artist Professional League.

autumn song | 2009
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forest glow | 2007
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Whenever I look at one of Susan’s paintings, I see the exuberance of the American landscape, the American dream.
‘Light breaks down where no sun shines,’ or so said Dylan Thomas. Susan’s paintings are that light.
Charles Newhall III | Past Chairman, Baltimore Museum of Art

awakening | 2009

Susan Swartz catalogue text.indd 5

6/6/11 7:11 AM

Susan shares my concern for the future of life on this planet. Each of her paintings richly illustrates the beauty of our
world—from snow-covered slopes to rustic vineyards and country gardens. This exquisite art will appeal to everyone
who loves nature and will bring beauty into the homes of those who live in the city.
Dr. Jane Goodall | Founder, The Jane Goodall Institute
United Nations Messenger of Peace

gentle morning | 2007
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afterglow | 2007
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iridescent reﬂections | 2005
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amethyst grove | 2008
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It would also be deceptive to label Susan strictly as a landscape artist. Yes, her work may well be seen as the
contemporary continuum of that tradition that emerged in many countries, cultures and from early times forward.
Yet, Susan’s paintings may be more aptly likened to “landscapes of the mind,” inﬂuenced as much by the
imagination as by an actual site. . . . Susan’s landscape compositions are so intensely and personally rendered
that they convey a distinct sense of place, if not of this earth, then of the terrain of the artist’s mind.
John E. Buchanan, Jr. | Director of Museums, Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco

early autumn | 2010
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As I look at these paintings I know we must save not only what God has given us, we must also save
ourselves from the environmental health problems we have created for our children. As I reﬂect on the
policies and politics of “the commons”—I am humbled and proud to call Susan an artist, activist and
friend. In her work I ﬁnd refuge and inspiration.
Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. | President, Waterkeeper Alliance and Environmental Attorney

purple majesty | 2008
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golden woodland | 2009
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Susan Swartz paints with light and teaches us to look for light. She helps us to see the beauty, the
sacredness, the fragility, and the hope of renewal in the natural world and asks us in return to be in
conversation with all that we hold to be true and dear. Stepping into her studio is like walking in a
forest bathed in the warmth and comfort and colors of fall and the promise of spring.
Sebastiao Salgado | Social Documentarian, Photographer, Economist,
and Goodwill Ambassador to UNICEF

blue fusion | 2010
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winter chill | 2010
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What separates talented individuals from each other is their distinctive styles, manifested by their own
personal inspiration. It is fortunate when an artist can connect the beauty that surrounds us with an environmental imperative and a spiritual inﬂuence. Susan Swartz is an artist who can provoke such a passion.
Vern Swanson, PhD | Director, Springville Museum of Art

fading light | 2010
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The paintings of Susan Swartz have a calming inﬂuence, overcoming the noise of the day; they test the
envelope of human creativity, intellect, energy, and promise. . . . Susan is a powerful artist because her
works move us; in her paintings, we see her soul in her works and her love of the earth.
A. Scott Anderson | President and Chief Executive Ofﬁcer,
Zions First National Bank
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Iridescent Reﬂections, 2005
Acrylic on linen
48 x 60 in.
Private Collection

Autumn Song, 2009
Acrylic on linen
20 x 20 in.
Private Collection

Early Autumn, 2010
Acrylic on linen
40 x 30 in.
Private Collection

Afterglow, 2007
Acrylic on linen
36 x 36 in.
Private Collection

Purple Majesty, 2008
Acrylic on linen
72 x 72 in.
Private Collection

Fading Light, 2010
Acrylic on linen
36 x 48 in.
Private Collection

Forest Glow, 2007
Acrylic on linen
48 x 72 in.
Private Collection

Awakening, 2009
Acrylic on linen
48 x 72 in.
Private Collection

Winter Chill, 2010
Acrylic on linen
36 x 60 in.
Private Collection

Gentle Morning, 2007
Acrylic on linen
36 x 36 in.
Private Collection

Golden Woodland, 2009
Acrylic on linen
62 x 86 in.
Prviate Collection

Amethyst Grove, 2008
Acrylic on linen
48 x 72 in.
Private Collection

Blue Fusion, 2010
Acrylic on linen
32 x 40 in.
Private Collection
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and is generously supported by the Members of NMWA.
The exhibition is curated by Raphael Fitzgerald and is on view from June 17 through October 2, 2011.
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