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“We make sense of the world by
making something of the world. The
human quest for meaning is played
out in human making: the fingerpainting, omelet-stirring, chaircrafting, snow-swishing activities
of culture. Meaning and making go
together – culture, you could say,
is the activity of making meaning.”
- Andy Crouch, Culture Making:
Recovering Our Creative Calling

What's Next?
By Scott Lumsden, Executive Presbyter

What’s NEXT for this Fellowship called Seattle Presbytery?
In the past month, I have been to two rather important conferences: one was put on by a group called NEXT
Church (or NEXT); the other was sponsored by the Fellowship of Presbyterians.
NEXT is progressive network of PCUSA leaders dedicated to “foster relationships among God’s people: sparking
imaginations, connecting congregations, offering a distinctively Presbyterian witness to Jesus Christ. Trusting
in God’s sovereignty and grace, NEXT Church will engage
the church that is becoming by cultivating vital connections, celebrating emerging leadership and innovation,
and working with congregations and leaders to form and
reform faith communities.”
The Fellowship of Presbyterians is a group of evangelical PCUSA leaders whose mission it is to “build flourishing churches that make disciples of Jesus Christ.” The
Fellowship of Presbyterians also began a related organization called the Evangelical Covenant Order (ECO) that
functions as a stand alone denomination much like the
PCUSA, the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, or the Presbyterian Church in America.
Though the groups differ somewhat theologically, both
conferences offered a forum where Presbyterians could
explore new models of being the church and new ways of
living out their core convictions.
Despite some theological differences between these
two groups, I’m struck by the similarities of the topics:
navigating deep change in church and society; rethinking denominational structures for greater support of local congregations; building stronger networks for shared
2
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ministry; collaboration and support for congregational
leaders; and a desire to raise up younger generation of
leaders. Some of the topics are so similar that speakers
use the same YouTube videos as introductions. The lesson here is that as a mainline church, the challenges we
face as congregations and leaders are more similar than
they are different.
Seattle Presbytery has been engaged quite deeply in
these themes for some time now, so the emerging landscape of church-wide change is not as new for us as it is
for other presbyteries. We’re already forging new paths
through these challenges. Both conferences provided
meaningful sacred space to explore our challenges as a
church and to chart its future. It’s about the future of the
church that I share with you now.
We’ve been talking for some time about the ways
in which the PCUSA is changing. Whether we’re talking
about the end of the “regulatory era” of presbyteries or
the need for new ways of encouraging growth and transformation in our churches, Seattle Presbytery is fertile
soil for these healthy shifts in larger church life to take
root. Our morale, collegiality, collaboration, and level of
spiritual engagement is strong.
Despite these encouraging signs, there still exist some
things that are beyond our immediate control. Denominational challenges at a national level are deep and
threaten to weaken the fabric of our church. Longstanding theological differences have yet to be addressed at
a foundational level within our national church, and left
unattended they continue to erode the trust that is necessary for our common life. Networks and relationshipled structures are replacing bureaucratic organizations of

the church at every level (read: GA amendments from the
Mid Council Commission on the elimination of synods
and in favor of non-geographic presbyteries). And all the
while, new and renewed expressions of what it means to
be Presbyterian are already formed and taking root.
However, if we are to navigate these challenges together, I believe we will need to make deeper, more foundational changes to the very way we know and understand
ourselves as the PCUSA. One way we could do this is to
acknowledge the new and emerging expressions of the
PCUSA (Fellowship, NEXT, Covenant Network) and grant
them more independence.
This is the idea of affiliation we’ve been talking about
as a presbytery. If we agree that the PCUSA is dividing into
smaller networks (or affiliations/orders) for mission and
ministry, and that being on the downside of the denominational zenith of the 50s and 60s warrants a full-scale
restructuring of the whole–why wouldn’t we reconfigure
ourselves into smaller more nimbler bodies for ministry while maintaining missional connections where we
agree? Why wouldn’t we embrace the church we’re becoming rather than fight for a form of the church (large,
national, bureaucratic) we all know is outdated and outmoded? Why not renew our national covenant with a truly
new understanding of who we are as the body of Christ
written into its DNA?
Over the past few years, it has grieved me to witness

the continuing decline of our church, not so much in its
numbers (which result from a variety of factors), but in
our relationships. Many have said that the church is going through what you might call a “divorce.” Even the
mention of that word should give us pause.
Yet over the last couple of months, a new image has
replaced that rather troubling idea of family disintegration. This new thought is about grown kids leaving home
and heading off to college, a new job, marriage, or whatever’s next. Instead of understanding the challenges that
face us as a sign of the end of our relationship, why
aren’t they the sign of a new stage in the life of our denominational family? Isn’t this next generation of emerging organizations now ready and prepared (as best they
can be) to leave the nest and strike out on their own?
Perhaps this is too challenging a vision of the church–
growing into the next generational representation of the
church. I’ll grant you that it tests my image of the church,
but it also brings me greater hope.
If I’ve learned anything from the latest round of denominational conversations, it’s that there are a growing number of PCUSA leaders who are ready and willing
to embrace a new future for our denominational family.
The issue used to be whether we were willing to change
to have a future, now the question is how much of the
PCUSA we’re willing to let go of in order to undergo the
kind of change that will ensure we have a future.
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33
YEARS
IN
ONE
PLACE

that Ben had expected for his life in ministry. His lifelong
aspiration had been to pastor a “tall-steeple” church like so
many of his peers from Princeton. God, however, seemed to
have other plans.
It was about that time that Ben felt called to minister instead at a small church. “Coming out of that culture of over
achievers to Southminster was a real call.”
Ben remembered asking the nominating committee if they
could afford to pay him what he had been told. They flatly
said no, choosing to trust in God that with the renewed energy of a young pastor things would work out.
Ben was eager to see what church could be like without
all the trappings of Christendom. “I was ready, though it took
some time, to work on an idea that God had given me about
what a church should be. All the things I didn’t like about
churches I’d been in—everything having to go through the
pastor, attending worship just to schmooze. I didn’t like people getting recognition for special gifts… Somebody shows up
and gives a gift of $10,000 and everybody bows and scrapes
and says, “wow.” I didn’t think that was the way Jesus would
do it.”
Ben instead tried his best to make authenticity his hallmark. “I think we love people into the kingdom of God. We
don’t argue them in.” Ben went on, “I remember someone
saying to me, ‘You’re the first pastor that’s really loved us.’”
He wanted to move the congregation to a place where there
was real spiritual growth and biblical commitment. “It took
time and it took energy to love them into this process.”

Reflections on Ministry and
the Church with Ben Lindstrom
By Aaron Willett, SeaPres Communications

On Sunday, March 18th, Rev. Ben Lindstrom preached
his last sermon as the pastor of Southminster Presbyterian Church. Of course, there is nothing particularly unique
about a pastor retiring and moving on. No, what sets Ben’s
story apart is just how long he’s been at Southminster—33
years to be precise. The face of ministry has changed a
great deal over the span of his career, from the hay-days of
Christendom, through denominational decline, and to our
present season of missional creativity.

“I got to grow up in this synod.”
Growing up in Spokane, Ben’s parents regularly dropped
him off at church on Sunday mornings, and he felt right at
home. He participated in the Youth Synod and other Presbyterian ministries for youth and young adults. A good aspiring Presbyterian, Ben graduated first from Whitworth College
and then Princeton Seminary—both adding shine to his impeccable Presbyterian credentials.
Ben’s first work in the Seattle Presbytery was a two-year
internship at Overlake Park, from ’64 to ’66. It was a time
4 | theSPIRIT
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when “everybody was going back to church.” These were
“the days when evangelism was opening your doors, back
in the day when Ron Rice was doing youth work at First
Pres. Bellevue, Mercer Island was a missionary church, and
Lake Burien had 1500 members. Things were great for Presbyterians back in those days.”

Called to Authenticity
When Ben was called to Southminster in 1978, the church
had dwindled from its glory days in the ‘60s and had roughly fifty members. “By the time I got to Southminster, it was
just a very small contingent, and it was kind of a dying
congregation.”
Ben’s previous call had been to St. Andrew’s Presbyterian in Portland, a place full of upwardly mobile members.
Governors and politicians would all come by from time to
time. The church was at the center of civic life, even getting
involved in local elections. “We ran people from the congregation for treasurer,” Ben recalled. It was everything a good,
civil, Christendom church should be, and it was everything

The “Wonderful Gift” of the Highs
and Lows
“God has brought wonderful gifts and great surprises out
of all the moments of my ministry, both the low and the high.
It was a really difficult time when we were struggling with
Brett’s anorexia, and we were so overwhelmed with our son
literally wanting to commit suicide through not eating. [We
were] struggling with that and yet trying to minister to other
people. The wonderful thing was I that always felt like that
was one of the strongest parts of my ministry, because I let
other people minister to me. I think that probably grew them
more than if I had tried to be strong and not revealed my
vulnerability and weakness.”
“I think right now that I’m at one of the highest points of
my ministry, because I think the church really gets it, they really are the church and they are strong in-and-of-themselves,
and they know who they are and they have a sense of identity. I feel that they really understand that they are the church,
the pastors, the essence of the church. I’m glad I lived long
enough to see that.”

Top: Southiminster pulled out all the stops for their pigloving pastor’s last Sunday.
Middle: Ben, getting down with the youth at a wedding.
Bottom: In SPC’s sanctuary.
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The Secret to Diversity is Loving
the Individual

name], I don’t think we’ve actually done anything. Why
don’t we say this: We are called to do Jesus’ work in Jesus’
way. What does Teaching Elder have to do with that? Word
and Sacrament never meant anything to anybody. [These
names] don’t connect with anyone except those people who
like to play that game. ‘Doing Jesus’ work in Jesus’ way,’ I
think says something.”

One thing that is readily apparent at Southminster is the
broad political diversity of the congregation. “Conservatives” and “liberals” join together in a community that puts
such labels aside. I asked Ben how he has tried to foster
“I think it’s an exthis kind of diversity.
citing time in the
“One of my strong ideas has
“This
is
what
life of the church.”
always been that each of us are
partly right. I don’t care where
I’m about: small
“The future of the church is
you stand or what position you
churches are the
going to be in the hands of those
come from, I think you probably
right size, because
who have initiative, imaginahave part of the answer, and in
tion, creativity, and heart for reorder to find a more complete
they can actually be
ally wanting authentically to be
answer, each of us needs each
communities.”
God’s real person. I think there
other’s differences. The secret
is enormous opportunity out
to holding it together, as far as
I know, is loving each individual. And, honestly, doing as there, but I think that you need to ask yourself, “If I am
called to be a pastor, what are people wanting?”
Jesus says, “judge not lest ye be judged.”
“They want community. Even large churches recognize
“If you take it too seriously, it seems to me you’re sunk.”
this, and people there find small communities within the
On “Teaching Elders”
larger community.”
“They want authenticity. I truly believe that people want
“I think we as Presbyterians love to play with words to hear from someone who is speaking from the heart and
and with definitions. We think as soon as we have labeled not just from the head.”
something, or identified it, that it is going to happen. [If
“They want to be connected to God on the one hand and
we think we’ve actually done something by changing the the world on the other. Rather than getting into a little spiri-

a pastor who truly
loved us
By Edina Blackstock, Elder, Southminster
For the past 33 years Pastor Ben Lindstrom has lovingly shepherded the congregation of Southminster Presbyterian
Church and the South end community
around it. Always ready with a joke, a
hug and a prayer, Ben has ushered us
into the presence of Jesus at most every
encounter.
One secret to Ben’s success, is that
he has really, really loved us. Not because we are always so lovable, but because he seeks always to be the embodi6
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ment of God’s love in Jesus to us. He
has been there to share our lives (sometimes spanning generations), our joys,
our milestones, and our trials, constantly
reminding us to embrace it all with gratitude for all things. He’s traveled with us
and worked with us; he’s come into our
homes, and entertained us in his. He’s
attended our celebrations, and just hung
out with us. He’s genuine, the real deal.
He has shaped us gently with generous
affirmation, and appreciation.

tual conclave, they actually want to do something.”
“I believe that there’s an excitement out there, there’s a
real, true spiritual excitement, which is much better than it
was when I first started in ministry, to be honest with you.
People back then were going to church because it was the
thing to do.”

One of a Kind
In the middle of our interview, Ben, always willing to be
a little silly to get a point across, raised a sign to his forehead. Holding it there he recited its message, “My goal in
ministry is to change people who will change people.” As

Ben exudes the joie de vivre –the
joy of life. Seeing him dancing down
the aisle in the sanctuary before worship service on a Sunday morning says
it all. Ben taught us to celebrate often
with and for each other, and to celebrate God’s hand in it all.
Like most ministers, Ben has worked
hard to become a better preacher, a
good communicator, a good administrator, an innovator, a good counselor,
a thoughtful Bible scholar. Above all
Ben has made a conscious effort to be
always more concerned about being
God’s man than about gaining recognition in the eyes of others. And as a
consequence, he has achieved all of
the above. Few may know that Ben has
begun almost every working day at SPC
on his knees at the foot of the cross in

one who had the privilege of working with Ben for many
years at Southminster, I count myself as one of the people
he has helped to change, and I know that there are many,
many more.
A few weeks ago, after having cleaned out 33 years worth
of sermon files, Ben shared a realization. Nearly every sermon he’s preached revolves around three messages: Love
God, let God love you, and love others. If you’re going to
have a theme, seems like love is a pretty good one to land
on.
“If you want to make an old pastor happy, totally embrace how much God loves you, and then love each other
like that.”

the sanctuary, yellow tablet in hand to
take notes, listening to God’s instruction, learning to abide in the Vine and
so bring forth much fruit.
Ben has been a great shepherd. And
we will miss hearing his voice.
His wife, Mary Jo, has served as Elder and with passion on Southminster’s
Witness in Action and Mission-enabling
commissions. She has spearheaded
SPC’s latest vision to involve every
member of the congregation in mission
be it local or abroad. She has shared
generously her gifts of caring and hospitality, acted as wedding coordinator,
inspired us with her love of travel and
sense of adventure.
We treasure the fingerprints both of
these servants have left on our lives and
on Southminster Presbyterian Church.
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“The Arts, both in and outside of Bethany, provide a different face on the church, and are an
important ministry to many different peoples. The
outside installations allow the church to be ‘open’
24/7, and the visuals inside the church help setyou-up for worship. They provide that wonderful
backdrop to music, scripture, and the Holy Spirit,
and remind us that we all come together, to use
all our gifts, to glorify Him.” - Abbie Berry, Founder
of Bethany’s Redemption Arts.
Lenten Installation at Bethany Presbyterian. Photo
by Aaron Willett.
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The
kindlings
muse

i

image
i
faith

by rev. jennie spohr

by rev. tobin wilson
God creates out of nothing and human beings make out of
what has already been created. So even our making is grounded in God’s creating. This is the presupposition upon which I
write. I am speaking about a very specific type of art–sacred
Christian art. This is art that at some primal place recognizes
that all that we do is grounded in God’s ultimate creation and
what we endeavor in is penultimate, yet for the glory of God!
At the core sacred art points to the Trinity and creation,
and ultimately to its complete restoration in the future. Sacred
art is a pointer. Like John the Baptist in Matthias Grünewald’s
(1475-1528) Crucifixion, (above) pointing us to Jesus Christ. A
piece that was originally commissioned for the chapel altarpiece in Isenheim, a leper colony, contextualized the need of
the day while pointing to Christ who offers hope and healing.
The great German theologian, Karl Barth, strategically located
a copy of this painting above his desk where he prayed, wrote
and studied.
Art recognizes the human condition, believes that something has and has not yet taken place but that will, in fact, ultimately come to pass. Sacred art points to the reality of God in
Christ breaking in with a new way to live and be human. This
in-breaking is complete and yet not complete. So we live in the
midst of the tension. Sacred art captures this tension through
music, dance, word and image. It begins with the brokenness
of humankind, points to Christ, offers a new way forward and
anticipates its final restoration in and through God’s shalom.
It could be Makoto Fujimura, a Japanese abstract artist, residing in New York, who paints in the aftermath of 9/11 offering reconstruction and hope for New York in the midst of its
terrific horror. He could be the most profound voice in our time
inserting the sacred arts into culture.
Sacred art prepares culture to receive the gospel. It is a
leavening and a pointer to something that needs our attention while setting the stage for Christ to break through with
10
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life, grace, hope, forgiveness, reconciliation and instigation.
Art has the power to cultivate beauty in a world of terror and
unmasked horror. These groanings are captured, admitted,
spoken of rightly and well and directed to the one who can
transform, bind up and heal, namely Christ, crucified, risen,
ascended and returning. Art speaks of brokenness, pain, and
waywardness while offering a way for wanderers to return
home.
Artists are peace poets in the realm of the beatitude,
“Blessed are the peacemakers.” Peace-keeping and cease fire
is about all that modern politics can offer, but artists make
peace by awakening our imagination through image to what
this peaceful order actually looks like. It transcends cease-fire
by restoring the cause of hatred, reconciles our bigotry, ends
injustice and dreams the dream that allows a lion to sleep next
to a lamb. Artist’s create categories that make peace possible.
They are peacemakers as they point to the one who will enact
this great restoration in our midst. The violence of the cross
silently shouts to the world, “Violence is no longer necessary!”
Leo Tolstoy comments rightly, “Art should cause violence to be
set aside.”
At Lake Burien Presbyterian art is part of our daily spiritual
diet. We incorporate the arts to prepare us to receive the word
read, proclaimed, encountered in Christ and enacted in sacraments. Art tells the truth, heals and transforms, provokes our
sensibilities and inspires to action, soothes our anxiety, and
points us to Jesus Christ the center and circumference of faith.
In this sense the minister of word and sacrament becomes a
docent and a curator of the soul. Both words find their etymology in Old English as words for clergy. Maybe Teaching elders
are artists, we just use words to paint pictures of the way in
which Christ brings healing, hope, action and shalom. This is a
life of faith lived well during the rhythm of lent.
Dream on.

Last night, I met with my congregation. I pulled on a vintage flannel, some gortex, and my Wellies, raised a pint of
hand-crafted beer, and screeched out the lyrics to “Smells
Like Teen Spirit” with about seventy other people in a brewpub. This is my calling. This is what, you, the Seattle Presbytery, ordained me to.
While it may initially seem strange–and believe you me, it
was not exactly a trip through the ordination tulips (pardon
the Calvin pun)–it is actually not strange in the slightest.
Rowdy, yes; strange, no. My “congregants” are a group of
intellectually curious, culturally savvy, creative artists and
gadflies for whom God is of central importance. We come
together every month for a live panel discussion and podcast
called The Kindlings Muse at Hales Ales in Fremont to hospitably explore ideas that matter in contemporary life. Birthed
out of the fertile ground that is the heart and mind of Dick
Staub, veteran broadcaster, cultural commentator and modern day Inkling, The Kindlings’ goal became nothing short of
rekindling the spiritual, intellectual and creative legacy of
thoughtful, creative Christians.
And last night we did that by talking about grunge. SPU
professor and associate seminary dean, Dr. Jeff Keuss, a regular panelist on our show (who has more interesting things to
say about more interesting subjects than Wikipedia), made
an insightful point about the church and culture. He pointed out that with grunge music, we saw something wholly
new emerging from a conglomeration of dissonance, which
changed the very fiber (and clothing fibers) of an entire generation. He went on to note with chagrin, that it has been a
very long time since we have seen anything that life-changing, that inspirational, that moving, that authentic, come out
of the church.
But at The Kindlings, we’re trying. And so are we rowdy
Presbyterians.

At The Kindlings, we strive to be a place where culture and
church don’t merely interact and dialog, but see God’s hand
continually at work, creating. We take those expressions of
creation, whether they be by the faithful or not, and pry
them open to see what is beautiful, what is resonate, what is
holy there within. This all sounds so profound until you hear
we did a show on zombies.
In the Renaissance, it was very popular for the church
to financially and otherwise support the arts. While some
viewed it as propaganda, it nevertheless gave us some of
the most transcendent works ever created – think the Sistine
Chapel or Hamlet. In the present day, a lot of the church
views art, and subsequently the artist, as suspect. Any painting or film or song that does not explicitly mention Jesus
cannot hope to be illuminating. But that is what I love about
the Presbyterian Church. In not only ordaining me, but ordaining people like Mr. Rogers (yes neighbors, the Pittsburgh
Presbytery ordained him explicitly to do his children’s show),
we recognize that as image bearers of the Creator, we too
must create. To be fully human – to live into our full image
of God – is to create. And to be a place that has relevance,
we must support, encourage and give voice to that creativity,
in ourselves and in the world at large. For without beauty,
without art, without creativity, we are hollow beings. We are
what those angst filled grunge stars were crying out against.
But I also know that when we allow ourselves to be illumined
by the art of the world, the Light of the Creator shines all the
brighter. I know because I see it every second Monday of the
month, glinting back at me through a pint of pale ale.
Rev. Jennie Spohr is the producer and host of The Kindlings
Muse at Hales Ales. The podcasts can be found at iTunes and
on the web at www.thekindlings.com where you can explore
not only their archive, but multitudes of other avenues for
rekindling our creative legacy.
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Praying
with the
arts
by rev. m. louise holert

“Beauty engages the human imagination, and the engagement of imagination is part of the holistic experience which
allows for conviction in faith.” ~Hans Urs von Balthasar
Several years ago I wrote a paper on Trinitarian Images of
Transformation for a program in Spiritual Formation. Reflecting
on devotional masterpieces of art so enriched my own prayer
life, I desired to share this way of prayer with others. As a result, in 2005 I began offering “Praying with the Arts” retreats.
Originally masterpieces of devotional art were primarily displayed in churches, often as altarpieces, rather than in museums. They were before the faithful week after week to assist

Caravaggio's painting of "The
Supper at Emmaus
" (Luke 24.3031) captures the moment when
the two disciples recognize that it
is Jesus who shares the meal with
them. (Full story: Luke 24.13-35.)
Imagine yourself in this scene. You
are seated at the open place at the
table.
What is the invitation to you?
How do you respond ?

in prayer and devotion.
During Medieval and Renaissance times art was a vehicle
for expressing spiritual realities. Although the artists worked
in an era far from our own, the truths they convey remain unchanged. Today we can find art still engaging us not only intellectually, but emotionally and spiritually. These masterpieces
invite us to go deeper, to experience spiritual truths that lie
beneath the surface. They invite us to see truth in focus and
to listen with our hearts. They stimulate our imagination and
invite contemplation.
“Praying with the Arts” retreats offer an opportunity to be
still and listen to God through Scripture, art, poetry, and sacred
music. As companions in prayer, the arts help us to descend
with our minds into our hearts ”for a further union, a deeper
communion” (T.S. Eliot, East Coker) with our Triune God.
Each of the three sessions in the half-day retreats begins
with the introduction of a particular artist and an accompanying work of art along with clarifying discussion. Each participant is given a copy of the art. Relevant Scripture texts and
suggested guidelines for reflection and response are provided
for a time of contemplative prayer.
Rev. M. Louise Holert is an Honorably Retired minister who
is passionate about helping others nurture intimacy with God
through the arts. Her next retreat is Saturday, April 28, at St.
Mary-on-the-Lake, Bellevue. www.prayingwiththearts.com

Homespun
an excerpt by jenn cavanaugh

Reflect upon how Jesus has been present to you in the ordinary events of
your life.
Consider how you might be more attentive to Jesus' presence in the
everyday circumstances of life.
Journal your prayer response .
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Top: “Union” by Loren Marks. Photograph by Loren Marks.
Bottom: “A Man Called Father” by M.T. Brown. Both courtesy
of Capitol Hill Presbyterian’s Saints Gallery.

Much has been written of late on renewing the relationship between Christianity and the creative arts in our churches. It is, it
seems, an idea whose time has come. Or, more accurately, come
round again. And yet the effects of this groundswell of support for
the idea of welcoming the arts back into our worship spaces and
devotional lives have not yet bubbled to the surface. For many
the desire has been instilled, but the reality remains to be seen.
It remains an intangible idea, antithetical to itself, as nothing can
be more self-contradictory than the idea of art in the abstract. Art
requires the interaction of created things with created things. Art
commands the senses. As long as it remains an idea floating in a
little gray space between our individual ears, it has no power. Until
it is formed into words or images or sounds and occupies actual
space between actual people, it isn’t art. Here we see the first
among many correspondences between art and faith. Being attracted to the abstract idea of engaging the arts will impact our churches
and our world to the exact same degree as loving our neighbors in
theory will. Art and faith must both be lived.
Any proposed change
in any institution can be
Join CHP for Stations of the
grounds for dissension.
Cross in Cal Anderson Park
Proceed with extreme
on April 6th. More info at:
gentleness. Consensus is
facebook.com/CapHillPresArts
important, but you can’t
achieve creative community by squelching diverse points of view. I write this to share
some thoughts and experiences and materials that are yours now
to tweak and adapt or borrow wholesale to benefit your community.
However, if your congregation has spent years debating what exact
ratio of hymns to praise songs constitutes proper worship, don’t
mess with that. Invite someone to paint during the sermon instead.
If you know having someone paint during the service will divide the
community, ask them to host a workshop on a weeknight instead.
Never ever change everything. Ostensibly, if you have any attendees at all, something you are doing is of value to someone in the
community. Establish regular times and ways to discern what those
are and do not disregard them, even and especially if they are not
to your taste. The process of developing the creative life of your
church should be constant, corporate, responsive and gradual, not
push you to the brink of a worship war.
When you do agree to move ahead with something new, don’t do
so much you can’t do it well; and don’t become paralyzed and do
nothing for fear of doing it imperfectly. Here already we can learn
from the artist. Making art involves a series of playful decisions –
joyful experimentation, allowing for happy “accidents” and open to
changing course. I can think of no better training for life in the Spirit
than developing an eye for happy accidents. The wabi-sabi creative
life brings our best flawed selves before God and everybody in our
entirety. Don’t make the “success” or “failure” of any one project
the basis of your decision to go on or an estimate of your faithfulness. We don’t have to get it right to come to God, we come to God
to get it right.
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The Crisis of
Homeless
Children and
Madrona Grace’
Response

By Carol Burnside, Network to End Homelessness
Images courtesy of Rev. Mark Zimmerly, Madrona Grace
The Annie E. Casey Foundation released results of a study which
concluded that childhood poverty in the United States increased in
38 states between 2000 and 2009 (with Washington among them).
During this period an additional 2.5 million U.S. children came to live
in poverty, bringing the national total to some 14.7 million, or one in
five American children.
The Casey Foundation concluded the impact of the recession has
hit children especially hard–low income children suffer academically,
economically and socially for long periods afterward. Economically
disadvantaged children are less likely to become gainfully employed
as adults and more likely to have higher health costs and increased
contact with the criminal justice system.
Recent counts of the homeless in King County reveal that while
44% of them are employed they cannot earn enough to afford stable
housing. As a result children between infancy and 17 years make up
34% of those living in shelters in King County. This does not include
those who may be on the streets, living in cars, living in doorways, or
under bridges because there is no room for them at the shelter (inn).
The demand for family shelters in King County has nearly doubled
in 2011 over that of 2010.
The congregation of Madrona Grace Presbyterian heeded the call
to assist their community brothers and sisters by envisioning Julia’s
Place, a shelter for women with children, named after a member of
Madrona Presbyterian (Julia Pritt).
Julia’s Place is scheduled to open by Christmas 2011. It will offer
a warm, secure overnight place for women and children. Evening
meals will be furnished and transportation to and from Mary’s Place,
a day shelter in downtown Seattle, will be provided for the women
to get counseling and referrals in finding housing, jobs, and other
needs. Mary’s Place will also provide screening for women referred
by them to Julia’s Place.

Madrona Grace Presbyterian is a small inner-city congregation but
its heart is big. The entire basement of the church will become Julia’s
Place. For several weeks in December an army of volunteers is donated time, skills, and materials to renovate the basement into a home.
To volunteer, please email shelter@madronachurch.org.
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Serve up a helping of comfort
Mary’s Place has a shelter for homeless families ready
to open in Madrona, but can’t without volunteers.
By Nicole Brodeur, Seattle Times staff
columnist. Used by permission.
I picked a plate from the stack and
turned it over. Fine china. “No paper
plates at this place,” Pat Sobeck said
with a wink.
That one detail told me a lot about
Sobeck and the other folks at Queen
Anne Lutheran Church — one of the 14
Seattle congregations that have cooked
meals and housed homeless families
from the Mary’s Place day shelter, for a
week or two at a time, since last summer.
On this night, four women and eight
children ranging in age from 11 months
to 17 years are climbing around on the
blowup beds in the church basement
and settling in for the second night of
what will be a two-week stay.
In the kitchen, Sallie Wilson, 66, and
Gretchen Davis, 47, are making dinner.
It’s comfort food: Pot roast with potatoes and carrots. Macaroni and cheese.
Brownies for dessert.
“I really think there are times in our
lives when we need a leg up,” said
Davis, who works at the University of
Washington. “I like cooking,” she said,
“and I get to do something, to feed and
nurture someone else with food.”
Across the work table, Wilson, who
just retired from the furniture business,
nodded. “I hate to see mothers and
children on the street,” she said. “I always think, ‘There but for the grace of
God go I.’ “
Wilson’s son has mental illness and
preferred to be on the street until not
that long ago. “What can you do?” she
said, then paused. “But this. This is a
program I can understand.”
What none of us can grasp is why it’s

been a struggle for Mary’s Place to find
and we’ll provide the beds. You just
more volunteers to cook dinner, spend
need to cook and stay the night.”
the night and serve breakfast to 14
Karen Prochnau, 56, was staying
women and children at its new shelter
overnight with the families for the secat Madrona Grace Presbyterian Church.
ond time at the Queen Anne church.
The Madrona church has renovated
“I wanted to do something with
its basement into a family shelter called
people that was of service,” she said.
Julia’s Place, adding 14 much-needed
“Not sitting in a committee meeting ...
beds for Mary’s Place families.
I wanted to have direct contact with
But Julia’s Place can’t open until 13
people in a more personal way.”
groups have committed to help out for
She is inspired by how the mothers
one week, four times a year.
hold it together.
“We could send people there tonight
“They’re working so hard,” she said.
if we just had the people to come along
“We like to think of moms as multitaskbeside us,” said Marty Hartman, execuers, but these women take it up to an
tive director of Mary’s Place. “Instead,
incredible degree.”
they’re sitting in tents, in cars.”
One mother told me of making tens
One woman spent three nights
of calls seeking shelter for herself and
with her children in
her three kids afan emergency-room
ter she fled her
Julia’s
Place
can’t
waiting area.
home and her al“As long as the kids
coholic husband.
open until 13
were quiet,” she told
Her family’s gooda Mary’s Place staffer,
will lasted only a
groups have com“nobody notices.”
little while. “You
mitted to help out
And when we do
have to adjust,”
notice, well, we’re
she said. “We’re
for one week, four
not sure what to do.
just trying to keep
Donate food? Write a
it as normal as
times a year.
check?
possible.”
A home-cooked
This is a chance
meal feels normal, she said. So does
to do something more, to engage with
spending time with the same famihomeless families in a meaningful way.
lies, week after week. The kids are all
You cook, which is the epitome of
friends.
caring and nurturing. You serve. And
So are the people who cooked and
you can spend time with the families
listened and spent the night. “I drive
and get to know them over food, over
away exhausted,” Prochnau said of her
homework. Like the people that we all
time there. “But with a huge smile on
are.
my face.”
“A book group, a women’s group. It
To volunteer, call Mary’s Place at 206doesn’t have to be a church group,”
621-8474 and ask for Liz McDaniel.
said Liz McDaniel, the family services
“If you can cook a meal for your famcoordinator for Mary’s Place. “We’ll
ily,” Wilson said, “you can do this.”
train you; we’ll be the support people,
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3% Youth Triennium

2012

SeaPres

Mission
Update

5% Refugee Ministry

Congregational
Grants & Support

From Seattle U’s STM
Seattle University’s School of
Theology and Ministry hosted the
fourth annual “Search for Meaning Book Festival” a few weeks
ago in February. The annual Festival is one of the nation’s biggest
of its kind, featuring more than
40 nationally and internationally
known authors. It inspires great
conversations, reflections and
connections year-round on the
meaning that shapes our lives.
More than 2,500 participants
swarmed the Seattle University
campus for a full day of events,

which included: a breakfast for
School of Theology and Ministry
alumni, three general sessions
given by the authors, two keynote speaker sessions— Mary
Oliver and James Martin, S.J., a
Mormon and Evangelical dialogue
session, a lunch for the Priests of
Diocese with James Martin, S.J.,
a post-lecture dinner with Mary
Oliver, book signings and interactive art expression for attendees.
Spiritual direction was also available to attendees, thanks to partnership with Spiritual Directors
International and the Ignatian

Spirituality Center.
For more information on yearround content related to the
search for meaning, visit: Facebook.com/searchformeaning or
become a Twitter follower, @SFMbookFestival.
The 2013 Search for Meaning Book Festival will once again
have a diverse group of authors
exploring the human search for
meaning on issues of faith, spirituality and social justice. One of
the 2013 keynote speakers will be
internationally acclaimed writer
and scholar, Reza Aslan.

South East
Asia Ministry

By Rev. Eliana Maxim, Associate Executive Presbyter
Perhaps the best-kept secret in this presbytery is that what
other church leaders across the country are talking about
across we are actually doing!
We are missional. We are transformational.
The point is that Seattle Presbytery has determined, both in
theory and in practice, that our reason for being is to live, witness and testify to the Gospel through the various ministries
of our churches, fellowships and communities. This is our call.
Our mission.
As you can see in this accompanying chart, presbytery’s mission goals are significant and on target for being met. In the
coming months, I’ll be updating you on the various areas we
are committed to support:
• Catalyzing missional communities
• Ministry in Southeast Asia
• Congregational support
• Outreach for refugees and immigration ministries.
Stay tuned and discover Seattle Presbytery’s Good News! And
in the meantime, don’t hesitate to contact me with questions
or to share what your church is doing to further the mission of
the Seattle Presbytery.

FREE
CONCERT

Catalyzing Missional
Communities

New Church Developseattlepresbytery.org/presbyfest
ment Matching Grants
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Please join us in worship, song and breaking bread as we celebrate 100 years of serving the
community at 32nd Ave. and Marion St. and honor our Grace Presbyterian heritage.
11 a.m. Special Worship Service
Featuring guest preacher, Rhashell Hunter, program director, Racial Ethnic & Women's
Ministries/Presbyterian Women, PCUSA General Assembly Mission Council
6:30 p.m. Celebration Concert

CENTENNIAL
CELEBRATION
Sunday March 25, 2012
6:30pm
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"How Your Church Works"
April 21, 9am - Noon, Lunch provided.
We will explore the new Book of Order, what’s changed, and how it applies to the
local congregation. The session will be helpful in officer/elder training.

"The Future of the PCUSA"
June 2, 9am - Noon, Lunch provided.
Anticipating the many topics sure to be discussed at the upcoming General Assembly, we'll take a look at the various ideas regarding the future of the denomination
including the Fellowship of Presbyterians, NEXT Church, and ECO.

Both sessions will take place at Mercer Island Presbyterian Church, 3605 84th Ave. SE Mercer Island, WA 98040.
Although free of charge, we do require RSVP for lunch
planning purposes. Register at seapres.org/saturdays.

