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T he S pirit is not a new id ea. I t’ s an
o ld id ea th at h as recently f o und
new life. I t’s an enh ancement,
supplement to o ur website th at is
a tangible takeaway fr om o ur presb ytery meeting. W e present this fo r
f or co mmissio ners, sessio ns , pasto rs ,
and an yo ne wh o wants to kno w ab o ut
w h at G o d is up to in S eattle Presb ytery an d beyond .
One story that needs telling is Union. We talk a lot
about new church development in this presbytery
without a lot to show for it. Yet, while we’ve been
talking, James B. and UPC have been acting--nurturing
a new missional body into the kingdom. Read it. Enjoy
it. Think on it. This is new church development for a
new day.
While looking forward, let us not forget to also celebrate God’s long faithfulness to our churches and
ministry. West Side Presbyterian recently did just that,
with a joyful and worshipful day recalling God’s work
in their 100 years of ministry.

Petersen, and Bob Whitford. (For more details, visit
www.seattlepresbytery.org.)
In Christ,

Also, Please hold in your prayers Dale & Jinny Sewall,
the family of Max Denby, the family of Rev. Harvey

Images from around the Presbytery.
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By Aaron Willett

Using Video
To
Reach Out

At t he March Stated Meeting
o f the Presby tery, our ho sts
at Steel L ake Presb yterian
C h urc h c ollected an o ffering ov er d inner . To get h er ,
we raise d $1,678 to suppo rt
t heir ministries o f care and
c ompassi on to th e homeless .
Pastor Brent An derson said
o f the offering, “W e were
ama ze d at t he genero sity of
t h e members an d delegates
o f presb y tery. S teel Lake
P resb yterian Church is very
t hankful f or the support of
our sister co ngregatio ns. ”

At the March
Meeting,
presbytery
delegates
raised $1,678
for Reach

Out.

The church screened a short video at the meeting to tell the story of
Reach Out, a homeless men’s shelter
hosted by Steel Lake (and others) and
coordinated by Catholic Community
Services. On the night of the meeting, the shelter was operating on the
other side of their facilities.
I asked Brent about the impact of
the video on the congregation. “There
has been a huge benefit for our congregation in having this video produced. Many members had heard
about the Reach Out program and
had seen the homeless men around
the building. But unless you actively
participated, it was hard to imagine
what was actually taking place. This
video, more than a newsletter article
description, was able to help people
see the need, the benefit, the structure, and the vision for this ministry
in which our congregation participates and plays a vital role.”
In this instance, the video was
produced as a donation to the ministry. Brent said, “We didn’t make the
video but participated in it as one of
the host churches. It was a matter
of perfect timing for the presbytery
meeting. It was completed just two
days before the meeting and is actu-

To view the
video, visit
steellake.com
and click on the
“mission” tab.

ally still being edited to fit different
venues. The hope of Reach Out is to
be able to use this video for fundraising as well as garnering support for a
women’s shelter here in Federal Way.”
All of the churches that participate in
Reach Out are able to leverage this
content as they try to raise awareness
and support.
How is your congregation leveraging the storytelling and mission-enabling power of video? Email aaron@
seattlepresbytery.org to share.

On Resurrection
Metaphors
By R ev. KEvin Nollette , Ass ociate Executive P resbyter

One Easter Sunday I listened as the pastor folded himself into theological origami.
He was giving a children’s message. First
came the comparison of the resurrection to
butterflies and caterpillars. After
a six year old held forth at
length on the life cycle
of butterflies, the child
then asked whether
Jesus’ wings were colorful like a butterfly,
or was Jesus more like
a moth! Regrouping
the pastor tried for an
emerging plant metaphor.
Another boy
wanted to know, “what
will grow if I am planted?” Finally a little girl
utterly caught up with
her literal understanding puzzled aloud as
he associated Easter
to the warming of the
earth as spring brought
us towards summer from
winter. “Why,” she asked,
“would winter ever come again?”
Pausing, as all adults must when so
caught up in children’s logic, the pastor
mumbled some nonsense and closing with
prayer he sent the children back to the pews
with their parents.
The wonder of the resurrection strikes us
with awe, inspires us to share Christ with
neighbors, comforts us in loss and sorrow,
and gives us boldness in the Holy Spirit no
matter what circumstances confront us.

Still, we all find ourselves in traps when we
try to explain it with metaphors. By the time we
are adults we know what dead is and we know
that the dead stay dead. Even most children
know this by the time they are
in third or fourth grade. So
how do we explain the
resurrection?
When I was in seminary I read a number
of explanations, even
heard some rather eloquent denials of the
resurrection. None of
them explained the
resurrection any better than the worst
Easter children’s message.
The simple Easter
proclamation is clear
enough of a mystery
for me. Christ is risen, He is risen indeed,
Alleluia! The same
power that raised Jesus
from the dead is at work in
us by the Holy Spirit. We have
hope not only beyond the grave but also in our
daily life for Christ Jesus is with us always.
May you know the presence of our risen Lord,
today, and overwhelmed with joy may you share
him with others. We all need to hear the story,
know the story, feel the story, and tell the story.
Christ is risen, He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Now, that is good news. Not for explaining, but
for knowing and sharing.
image
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100 Years at West Side Presbyterian

“ For t h e Lord i s good and
H i s love endures forever ;
H i s fai t hfu lness cont i nues
t h rough all generat ions .”
P salm 1 0 0 : 5

R ev. Paul S mit h preac hing: “G o d is fait h ful. ”
By Mark and Laurinda O’Connell

On march 27th, 2011
Over 700 worshippers
gathered at West side
Presbyterian Church to
celebrate 100 years of
God’s Faithfulness
6
6
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Dig a hole in the ground. Insert a seed. Wait…but not passively. In hope
of the desired outcome, water and fertilize. Nurture the budding sapling.
Protect it from pests and vermin. Talk to it. Water some more. Fertilize a
lot. Sometimes, prune it. Revel in the growing tree’s strength. Rest under its
shade. Share the tree’s charms with the children. Depend on it for shelter.
Keep watering, pruning, fertilizing, and enjoying for 100 years… and then do
it all again. If you did it right (and even if you messed up a few times) you
should have a piece of the Tree of Life that sustains generations.
West Side commemorated that Life on Sunday, March 27, 2011 with a
grand Centennial Celebration! Almost 750 West Siders – current, former,
friends, family, and community – gathered for a day to remember God’s

From our past to our present, we
remembered when Rev. Paul Smith
was called as our pastor in 1981
with the hymn, To God Be the Glory.
Greetings from Rev. Scott Lumsden,
Executive Presbyter of Seattle Presbytery, highlighted West Side’s role
in our community of believers today.
Our outstanding music program was
show-cased through the anthems of
the Chancel and Joyful Sound Children’s Choirs.
Knowing that the past is prelude to
the future, we turned our eyes forward. In a Holy Spirit-inspired meditation - what many are calling a high
water mark in his preaching - Pastor
Paul exhorted West Side to live with
“an absolute, uncompromising faithfulness to the heart of God revealed
in His Word. Let no siren song of culture distract you.” He went on to admonish the congregation, “Let no flattery deceive you. Let no threat terrify

you and compromise your message.
God is faithful. His Word is true. And
Truth alone is relevant – through all
generations!”
Pastor Bryan Burton gave us a
commission from Romans 12. The
high point of the service was perhaps
one of West Side’s finest moments.
The skillful orchestrations of Carreen
Smith, Director of Music, brought
choir, musicians, and congregation
together singing God Our Help in Ages
Past, Our Hope for Years to Come.
On that note, West Side gathered in fellowship over a light lunch
served in the downstairs Fellowship
Hall and Howell Auditorium. Joyful
shouts of recognition were heard as
old friends found each other, and the
afternoon was filled with laughter at
shared memories, introductions to
new friends from past and current
members, and recollections of God’s
faithfulness.

Images by Ken McLaughlin.

Generations of
Faithfulness

faithfulness. Filling the Sanctuary and
Howell Auditorium in a unified service
facilitated by video cameras, screens,
and shared music, we worshipped the
God who created, preserved, sustains,
and holds the future of generations of
West Side.
The “Generations of Faithfulness”
Centennial Celebration opened with
an antiphonal call to worship from
Psalm 100, the scripture for our Centennial year, between the Sanctuary and Howell. A trumpet fanfare
written by George Steward for West
Side’s Centennial called us to praise
God with congregational singing and
prayer. West Side’s past was explored
through guest Liz Cedergreen from
Seattle First Presbyterian, our mother
church. A visit from Dr. Mark Matthews, noted pastor of Seattle First
Presbyterian during the early part of
the century, portrayed by Mark Burton, gave us a glimpse of our beginnings and the seed that was planted
in West Seattle.
Throughout the service, we were
reminded of the mission work at the
heart of West Side’s 100 years. Video clips from missionaries serving
around the world were interspersed
throughout the service.
Captivated by a game of I Spy… led
by Children’s Director, Ruth Gardner,
our children spied God through His
faithfulness, His people, and His love.
Former pastors were remembered
and represented by family members.
It was a joy to see children and grandchildren of Pastors Boppell, Hoffmeister, Newquist, Roti, and Smith.

Facing page: Rev. Paul Smith. Clockwise from top-left: Rev. Ron Rice, The Joyful
Sound Choir, Rev. Bryan Burton, and the musical contributions of Christopher Howerter, George Steward, Tom Hibben and Sarah Packard.
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Build or
Break?>
Each year over 200 high school
students and adults from UPC
and MIPC spend their Spring
Break buiding homes in Tijuana,
Mexico. This is their story in
pictures...

4/3 update>

4/2-4/9 Doxa

All spring break teams have
arrived safely and leveled their
sites. Tomorrow we start the
toughest day - concrete slab
day! Hoping for another beautiful
spring day of cloud cover with
occasional sun bursts...

MIPC + UPC>
Mercer Island Pres., University
Pres., First Pres. Spokane and
Ojai Pres. worked together to
build fifteen houses. Each one
houses a family with 2-7 members per house.

4/5 update>
Walls are built and partially
stood up! Get some rest and get
excited to see the house take
shape!
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Images courtesy of DOXA.

Families are selected based on
location or financial need, their
backgrounds, their participation
in the community and they must
prove ownership of their small
piece of land. Each family’s story
is very powerful In return they
provide our partner orphanage
services ranging from day-care,
cooking, and cleaning.

Connect>
There are many ways to participate in DOXA’s mission and
vision. For more information on
how your congregation can get
involved, visit:
www.doxaserves.org
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Experimental Church
Talking Church , ch oco late, co mmunit y and coffee in south lake union with Rev. J ames B. Notkin
Top: James B. @ kakáo. Bottom: South Lake Union Streetcar

On my way to Union Church, I noticed the Tesla dealership next door.
As I marveled at the all-electric sports
cars, the South Lake Union Streetcar
rolled past. This neighborhood is full
of both new ideas and fresh takes on
things tried and true. Like the sports
cars opposite its front door, Union
Church has something a little different under the hood—there is no grimy
combustion engine to be found here.
Union is shiny and new, but not without strong roots. Like the streetcar,
Union is looking backward for inspi-

By Aaron WIllett
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ration to move forward. It is an experiment in authenticity, probing for
a vision of what church can be in the
21st Century.
I recently had the pleasure of joining Rev. James B. Notkin for a cup of
coffee and a bite of fine, dark chocolate at Union’s newly opened café,
kakáo. We discussed the impetus behind Union, how they are responding
in new ways to their Kingdom calling,
and how an entrepreneurial spirit informs this “Caleb” congregation.

An Urban
Laboratory
Union, an extended congregation
of UPC, was designed from the ground
up to be different. James B. recalls,
“We thought, OK, we’re going to have
to put money into a building one
way or another to make it a worship
space. So, if we really believe that we
are to be externally focused [and] be
a part of the community that we are
in, are we going to build it in such a
way that screams church, or are we
going to build it in such a way that

says, ‘Hey, we want to be an asset to
the community?’”
For Union’s organizers, the building is an extension of their mission—
an aspect of their response to the
needs of the community. They asked
themselves, what does this place
need? As James B. observes, “There
are no amenities here… no libraries,
no community center. [The community is] now growing at a rate where it is
underserved.” Here was their answer,
to “provide a meeting space.” In addition to partnering with agencies to
serve the marginalized, they serve
the community with a very real presence. “[We provide] a third space, that

seadevi

place after work and [outside] home
that people can come and meet with
friends. That was the purpose of both
the venue and the café.” By operating
their venue—called just 415—on a slid-

“People don’t feel
like I need to be a
card-carrying member of a church to
show up and be a
part of it here.”
ing scale, they are able to host a wide
variety of events, including recent
fundraisers for recovery work in Haiti
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K ak á o Baristas Hay d en Wartes and Elisa C ase y.

and an equipping event for International Justice Mission.
From the outside, Union looks like a pleasant café and
nothing like a church. For James B. and his wife and pastoral co-lead, Renée, this is part of the task of taking the
church to the world. James B. recalled passing a mosque
in his neighborhood. “I drove by it and thought I know
something about Islam, and I know I would be welcomed,
but I am never going to walk into that Mosque. I feel it
is not for me. And, I thought how many people drive by
our church buildings the same way? Thinking, ‘Oh, that’s
a church, I’m never going to go in there.’ They may know
something nominal about Christ, about Christianity, but
they’re never going to go in. I was thinking how foreign
that is to me. I think people see a church and say, ‘Oh,
there’s a place for me.’ I realized that’s not where our culture is. So the expectation of people naturally coming to
us grows less likely as the church loses credibility in the
culture as it increasingly is perceived as like a club. . It’s
[telling] that Christ never called the world to go to church.
He called the church to go to the world. And so we asked,
‘what does that look like?’”

Union = 415 = kakáo?
The purpose of having so many faces is to create a
welcoming space that is of service to the community. “The
idea,” according to James B. is a bit of a tongue twister,
“to have a place where you can belong and believe before
you believe you can belong. It’s a true missional sense
that we exist for the world, not for ourselves. If that’s the

case, how are we going to use every asset that we have
with an external focus?” Based on George Hunter’s book
The Celtic Way of Evangelism, the leadership at Union is
modeling their outreach efforts after the ministry of St.
Patrick. As James B. paraphrases, “He said… let us breathe
our life together and work together and create a context
for questions to be asked and trust to be established.” He
sees that our own culture is largely in this same circumstance—with little notion of who Christ is. With Union’s
welcoming attitude, James B. celebrates that, “People
don’t feel like I have to be a card-carrying member of a
church to show up and be a part of it here.“

A Caleb People
James B. recounted how he had been lamenting the
challenges of being sandwiched between the Moses’ who
led us out of Christendom and the Joshuas who will bring
us into the new land. He said Renée had reminded him
that, “There is another player in that story—Caleb… spying
out the land. We get to look ahead, we get to experiment.”
On the first, third and fifth Sundays of the month,
worship services at Union look a lot like other worship
services. Following Robert Webber’s ancient-future model,
they blend traditional and contemporary elements. It’s on
the second and fourth Sundays that they change gears
and the experimentation begins in earnest.
The second Sunday features conversational small
groups gathered around tables. There is a brief message
that sets up the text and topic at hand. No one sits anony-

thing we do.” It is a day when the congregation worships
not by gathering, but by serving out in the community.
“The beauty of the fourth Sunday is that it underscores
that our faith really is outward focused.” It provides a
side-by-side format for relationship building, and it hopemously in a pew—everyone is engaged. This re-think has fully develops credibility in the community. He talked of
delivered four fruits: authenticity (“People see that they’re the surprise encountered in the neighborhood, “You would
not the only one carrying around warts or brokenness.”), do that on a Sunday?” Of course, there is a downside too:
the interruptions to the preaching schedule
faith vocabulary (“Instead of beand the inevitable financial cost of not gathing a one-way communication… “The beauty of
ering. But, James B. says that when they do
they can talk about it.”), more
fourth Sunday
get together “for worship in a more celebratory
accessible small groups, and an
form… there is a focus and an intensity. We
empowered leadership team. is that it underscores
that
our
don’t take our community time for granted.”
They hear things like, “This is
Union is spying out the new territory. “Evwhat church is supposed to be” faith really is outerything we do is important, because it’s eiand “I wanted to bolt for the wardly focused.”
ther going to help come up with some forms
door, but I know more people
of discipleship for the future, where the church
now… in a real way than after
three years when I used to go to church.” It is a risk, but is headed, or we can cross something off. It’s an exciting
time, and we know that we’re in here for an experiment—
so far it is paying rich dividends.
James B. describes the fourth Sunday as, “the hardest an adventure with the Spirit.”
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What’s in your
toolbox?
By Sophia Agtarap

Let’s not kid ourselves. There is
way too much information out there.
It’s easy to get lost, inundated, or
bogged down to the point you feel
like you don’t even know how to start
sifting through the barrage of information you encounter daily (let alone
decide how to manage it all). Many
of you have moved past the question
of whether or not you’ll start “tweeting”, create a Facebook page or start
an eNewsletter. You’ve done that or
are in the process of doing so.
And just as you were figuring your
way around blogs, Facebook pages
and podcasts, you’re learning there
are even more communication tools
at your disposal! How do you keep it
all straight? You represent congregations and faith communities big and
small. What tools can help you work
smarter and more effectively?
I heard your plea...or groan?
Here’s a sampling of basic tools
you can use to keep up to speed with
the changing (and sticking) technology. From newsletters to conference
calls; blogging to file sharing; live
streaming to media editing; project
management to task management-you’ve got a smattering of tools you’ll
need to keep in your digital toolkit.
Use what you need, come back to
the ones you don’t quite know much
about. Find a friend and start exploring! Click on stuff. Don’t worry, you
won’t break anything.
14
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Sophia Agtarap is the Director of
Outreach at First United Methodist
Church in Seattle. Agtarap is also
a graduate student in theology at
Seattle Pacific University and has
a background in education and
digital media and communication.

(

) denotes services used by SeaPres.

eNews + eCommunicaion
Green is in. It’s time to start thinking about paperless communication
solutions. This doesn’t mean completely doing away with paper newsletters. You are merely offering another opportunity for your community to
receive timely communication about
the great things happening in your
congregation and faith community.

Clover Sites
www.cloversites.com
They boast “Websites made for
people, not programmers,” and that
their content management system
was, “Created for a 65-year-old Admin.” Accessibility and beautiful sites
are their specialty, but they don’t
come cheap. (Expect to pay $1000 to
build the site and $20/month.)

like editing a word document, and
you always control who has access,
whether it’s yourself or others in the
church. The Google Sites web application is accessible from any Internetconnected computer, so everyone has
access to the latest version.

With the option to install Dropbox on your computer or just use
the online version, you’re able to
share large files with others and access them anywhere--even from your
smartphone. Create multiple folders to organize your information and
sharing features.

Flavors.me
MailChimp
www.mailchimp.com
MailChimp is a newer service, and
if you receive the SeaPres eNews then
you’re familiar with their product already. They’re hip, easy to use, and
have a “Forever Free Plan” that allows you to store up to 2,000 email
addresses and send out 12,000 emails
a month. Not too shabby!

Website + Blogging
We know that websites are one of
the easiest ways to make information
accessible to people who need quick,
up to date access.

Wordpress
www.wordpress.com
Technophobes wanted! Wordpress
says you can go “from zero to hero”
by following their 10-step guide
[http://learn.wordpress.com] and I believe it. Using WYSIWYG (What You See
Is What You Get) editing, you don’t
have to know code or anything special to make your blog/
website look beautiful. And with
hundreds of free templates to choose
from, you’re bound to
find one you like.

www.flavors.me
“Make a homepage in minutes” is
their claim to fame. It makes a great
landing page and allows you to pull
all your online presence into one
place. And the layouts/font options
are beautiful. Try it!

Filesharing
We’ve all sent messages with multiple attachments. Some, so big that
we get that fateful message saying
we’ve exceeded the limit to send
them in one email. Or how about the
images or sites that we come across
and want to save, but can never remember? Here are a few file sharing
and organizing options for you to
maintain sanity.

Evernote
www.evernote.com
Imagine you had a big file or box
where you could throw in all the information you came across and wanted
to save: photos, quotes, passages you
read, websites you wanted to check
out later. That’s Evernote: an online
file cabinet. Oh yes, it’s free!

Slideshare
Constant Contact
www.constantcontact.com
Constant Contact has been around
the block. They’re a favorite email
and event marketing solution for nonprofits and industry. If you can prove
your 501(c)(3) status as a non-profit,
you can take advantage of their discounted pricing starting at $15/month.

Squarespace
www.squarespace.com
A fully-managed solution means
less headache for users and site
builders alike! Squarespace is an inexpensive and relatively easy way to
create a site that will greet your visitors and members alike.

Google Sites
www.sites.google.com
With Google Sites, people can work
together on a Site to add file attachments, information from other Google
applications (like Google Docs, Google
Calendar, YouTube and Picasa), and
new content. Creating a site is just

Dropbox
www.dropbox.com

www.slideshare.net
It’s social media for presentations
and documents! Slideshare is a great
way to make your presentations and
information accessible via the web.
It’s also a great place to search for
info from other presentations that
have been uploaded.
All images are © their respective owners.
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The Mar
ch State
d

ordinations and welcome them into the presbytery
as ministers of Word and Sacrament in the PC(USA).
We are richer as a presbytery for their contribution and
service with us.

Meeting

...began with
the welcome of two long laborers
in the gospel, Pastor Jose Corado (of Inglesia Restauracion) and
Pastor Pioux Canta (Christ Our Foundation). Both pastors and their
fellowships have been ministering in the presbytery for some
time, though their ordinations had not been officially recognized.
Thus with great joy, Seattle Presbytery voted to recognize their

Inquirer Rebecca Arrowsmith [1] was examined on
the floor of presbytery, and has been approved to proceed to
candidacy.
The evening’s worship was led by Rev. Sandy Hackett (preacher) and included our newest minister members,

Rev. Jose Corado and Rev. Pioux Canta, who presided at the table
for communion [2].
After Standing Rules were adopted, the attention of the
floor was fixed upon a number of amendments to our Book of
Order, including an amendment to change G-6.0106b (commonly

known as the fidelity and chastity clause relating to standards for
ordination). The vote was 103 Yes, 126 No, and 4 Abstain, resulting in the failing of the amendment.
The last part of the meeting was taken up with committee reports and ordination exams for Eliana Maxim and Linda Fowl-

er [3]. Upon ordination, the presbytery looks forward to Eliana’s
service as Associate Executive Presbyter for Multicultural Ministry.
Linda will be serving as Hospice Chaplain at Providence Hospice in Seattle.

We offer a generous thank you to Steel Lake
Presbyterian Church for hosting such a wonderful meeting.
Scott Lumsden, Executive Presbyter

(Also pictured below: Steel Lake Elder Rose Rattery [4] and St.
Andrews Presbyterian’s youth group [5].)

3.
4.

5.

1.
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Linda Fowler

was ordained as Minister of Word and Sacrament at
Mercer Island Presbyterian Church, on April 10th, 2011,
and serves Providence Hospice of Seattle as a hospice
chaplain.
Also pictured: Rev. Nancy Chambers (right) and Rev. Dale
Sewall (below). Images by Kevin Nollette.

Multicultural
Ministry Gathering
On April 13th Leaders of our fellowships gathered for a
time of worship and learning.
Below: Representatives from Taiwanese, Vietnamese, Kenyan Fellowships and Capitol Hill Presbyterian
Church.
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Images by Eliana Maxim.

Eliana Maxim

was ordained as Minister of Word and Sacrament on April
16th, 2011, at Mercer Island Presbyterian Church and is
serving as Seattle Presbytery’s Associate Executive Presbyter of Multicultural Ministries.
Pictured below: MIPC Co-Senior Pastors Rev. Paul Barrett
and Rev. Sheri Edwards Dalton. Visit www.seattlepresbytery.org for more images.
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An open Call
for stories, iMAGES,
poetry, art & ideas

To submit full articles, images and story
ideas, please visit
www.seattlepresbytery.org/share
or email
communications@seattlepresbytery.org

