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Messenger
Dear Friend of MacArthur
Park Lutheran Church and
School,
As you probably know,
our congregation is now
discussing how to proceed
with changing our wedding guidelines in light of
last summer’s Supreme
Court decision allowing
same gender weddings in
all 50 states. This month I
will share some of my
perspectives on the issue.
Growing up in Houston
during the 1950s and
1960s, I learned from my
culture I was among the
elect people of God:
white, male, heterosexual,
Protestant, and a native
Texan. I was not like other
real sinners: from a racial
minority, female, homosexual, Catholic or a member of one of those weird
religions, immigrant, communist, socialist, atheist,
left-handed, or a Yankee
spelled with a “d.” You
can imagine what I was
taught to think of people
different from me.

Two events in 1970
changed my views on homosexuality.
At Texas Lutheran College, I was a psychology
and sociology double major.
It was in 1970 when the
manual used by psychologists and psychiatrists to
diagnose mental illness
stopped listing homosexuality as a psychological disorder. Those of us majoring in
psych were told homosexuality was acceptable. Our
challenge as psychologists
would be working with
those who could not accept
homosexuality. We were
taught the latter had the real
psychological problems. I
recently consulted with a
local therapist who said
what I was told is still commonly accepted in the field.
Also that year, I was a
youth delegate from the
Southern District to The
American Lutheran Church
General Convention in San
Antonio. There the ALC
voted to ordain women,
after a lengthy study pro-
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cess. In the corridors of
the assembly was conversation that homosexuals
would be the next to be
ordained. I do not think
many there expected justice for gays to take 39
more years to take place
among Lutherans.
At seminary, most of
my attention was on the
treatment of women, not
homosexuals.
Nonetheless, I was told to never
say anything from the pulpit derogatory of racial
minorities, women, gays,
or other traditionally oppressed groups. To do so
would be to encourage
hatred and discrimination.
(Continued on Page 3.)
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MacArthur Park Lutheran School
Have you ever asked yourself “Does
anyone have values anymore?” The
school does! We have a “Big Word” that
we study every month in chapel. So far
we have learned about Perseverance, and
Courage. Generosity will be our word for
November. Our Bible verses and stories
all center on our word and the teachers
help reinforce it during the day. This has
been our model for the last few years and
the children have really enjoyed seeing
the connection between what God teaches
and how it helps us in our daily lives. As
the holidays are approaching we will
share with them the idea of generosity
and how important it is to give back.
The school will be participating in the
St. Vincent DePaul food drive, we will
present a special chapel service for
Thanksgiving and at Christmas we will
present our annual pageant. It is easy to
get caught in the material things of the
holidays, but we want to focus on being
grateful for what we have and learn to be
generous.
All are welcome to attend the Thanksgiving chapel at 11:00 a.m. on November
20. Please feel free to bring your lunch
and join us in the fireside room after the
service. We will be bring the food we
have collected for the needy to the church
at that time and have a time of worship
and give thanks to the Lord.
The school is thankful for all the generous love and support we receive from

the congregation. We pray that everyone has a blessed holiday season.
Carla Lockett & MPLS staff

Volunteer of the Quarter
The Agape Ministry

Taken from The Agape Ministry
Fall 2015 newsletter: “Congratulations to Mary Jane Blair, our
‘Volunteer of the Quarter’ for the 3rd
quarter of 2015! Mary Jane has served
the neighbors of Agape Ministry since
2001. Her 14 years of service makes
her one of the few Agape volunteers
who has helped the Ministry grow
since it was founded in 1998. Mary
Jane enthusiastically volunteers every
week at the Fig Leaf, wearing a welcoming smile to her customers. Ms.
Blair worships the Lord at the MacArthur Park Lutheran Church where she
is very active in a variety of ministries.
We are blessed to have Mary Jane and
her servant heart as a dedicated volunteer. May God continue to bless her
and her family.”
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(Continued from Page 1.) In my 38 years of ordained ministry, I have tried to
avoid putting down these groups, including other groups like the chemically dependent, returning citizens (ex-offenders), those with mental illnesses, those with birth
abnormalities, and the like. I had been taught God’s grace extends to all of God’s children and I was not to teach otherwise.
Since the creation of the ELCA, our church has tried to emphasize grace. Since
1988, I can remember no hymn, model prayer, Sunday school lesson, confirmation lesson, national youth gathering presentation, campus ministry teaching, or other teaching
of our denomination that has implied in any way that heterosexuality is superior to
homosexuality or that homosexuals are to be accorded different treatment from heterosexuals.
If I were to be asked by the San Antonio Express-News if the ELCA teaches homosexuality is a sin, I would say, “While some of our members feel homosexuality is a
sin, I have no written documentation or other evidence to say my denomination thinks
it is.” If you know of such documentation, I would like to see it.
The millennial generation has grown up in the ELCA and is now getting married.
They have not been taught by the church anything is wrong with being born gay and
many wonder what the fuss is all about. For most of them, homosexuality is a civil
rights issue, not a moral issue. They have been taught in school to love and accept gay
classmates and they wonder why church people cannot do the same.
At last summer’s youth gathering in Detroit, our group was drawn to the equality
display and all immediately put rainbow tattoos on their arms to show support for
homosexual persons and we took a group photo. I saw nothing at that event in any way
derogatory of homosexuality.
The issue became more personal for me at my son Jonathan’s wedding a few
weeks ago. He married a Catholic woman and they asked her priest to conduct part of
the ceremony. Our son-in-law Matt was the Lutheran officiant. Though both came
from churched families, the service had to be held outdoors at a neutral site.
Having many friends from the gay community in New York City, the couple wanted to have the wedding where all of their friends would feel welcome. They could not
have their wedding in either a Lutheran or Catholic church because gays often associate churches with gay bashing and not with love. They feel unwelcome in most
churches. In coming years, I fear heterosexuals like Jonathan and Chrissy will increasingly avoid church weddings if attitudes toward gays do not become more accepting.
Our immediate concern is the recent court ruling which erased the last obstacle for
Lutherans to “accept all people” and “love their neighbors as themselves.”
Some have asked if the congregation might vote on the issue, though I am not sure
what is to be voted on. Our bishops say policy changes should (Continued on Page 4.)
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(Continued from Page 3.) be made by the council, not at a congregational meeting.
While we have not received as much direction as we might have desired, I think I can speculate on why our bishops say this is a council and not a congregational issue to resolve.
Usually, congregational meetings are called to take positions and congregation
councils make policy. Since the ELCA has no biblical or theological reason for gay
marriages not to take place and since same gender marriages have been happening in
other states for years without problems, it would seem the position of the church on gay
marriage has been already decided and all that needs to be done is enact the needed policy changes at MacArthur Park to reflect the Supreme Court ruling, a task best suited to
a council because such policies will need to be changed from time to time.
Each congregation is in a different context and has a different history so changes in
policies regarding same gender weddings will need to be addressed with pastoral sensitivity and discretion. Some congregations will move forward at different rates. Desegregation was not achieved overnight in Texas either and patience will be needed here too.
Yet I think all congregations in this process will need to accept that marriage equality is
here to stay and there is nothing to be gained by trying to deny or ignore that reality.
A range of possibilities are possible and several have been suggested to me. Our recent call to an associate pastor to focus on youth and family ministry, and our guiding
principles of welcoming all, working for justice, and accepting change will be major
factors in our local circumstance.
Associate Pastor Heather Hansen has volunteered to lead the process here. She has
hit the ground here running. I encourage all of you to work with her in addressing this
issue as we continue to live the gospel and change the world.
Peace, Pastor Paul
MacArthur Park Lutheran Church member Jeanette Pierce received the
2015 Teaching Excellence Award by the University of the Incarnate
Word College of Humanities, Arts and Sciences. She was given a plaque
and a monetary award for her accomplishment.
Mac Park’s Johanna Vlasak won a gold medal for the 50m freestyle and
By: Suzette a silver medal for the 25m freestyle at the Special Olympics area meet on
Price
Oct. 8.
Joshua Vlasak is the 8th grade quarterback for the Krueger Middle School Falcons.
Pastor Paul Ziese regularly has a two-minute Bible study after his sermons. Recently
he had the congregation look at Jesus’ listing of the commandments in Mark 10:19.
Check it out! Is there one you don’t recall from Old Testament listings?
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Congregation Council Meeting Minutes ~ October 20, 2015
In Attendance: Suzette Price, Roger Buchhorn, Maureen Folkerts, Melissa FrenchStephenson, Robin Bullington, Abel Flores, Heather Hansen, Beth Borstad, Pastor
Ziese, Renee Staul (via the phone)
The meeting was called to order at 7:10pm with a video study and discussion. The
group reaffirmed its commitment to the purpose statement and guiding principles.
Actions:
 Minutes of the September, 2015 Congregational Council meetings were approved as
printed.
 The financial report for the first month of our new fiscal year was received from
Treasurer Maureen Folkerts. September was behind by $4955.10. MPLC School
was ahead by $12,139.21.
 New church members Julie Colbath Tyroff and Phil Petmecky were approved and
accepted with a motion by Abel Flores and a second by Maureen Folkerts.
 Council approved the hiring of Pro Roofing to do roof and building repairs. The repair costs will be paid from general funds. This was approved with a motion by
Abel Flores and a second by Maureen Folkerts.
 A congregation meeting has been called for January 31, 2016. The purpose of the
meeting is to hear reports and to elect voting members for the Synod Assembly on
April 29 – May 1, 2016.
st
 A forum will be held on November 1 at 12:15pm for those that have questions or
concerns on revisions to the wedding guidelines regarding same gender marriages.
Discussions:
 Equipping Chair Roger Buchhorn provided a written report. Current school registrations are at 54. The School Committee has two vacancies to be filled and there is a
need for someone with marketing experience to be on the committee. The men’s
group is still in need of a leader.
 Support Chair Abel Flores provided a written report. Welcome mats at the entrances
will be replaced. Abel is going to research regulations and rules for allowing alcohol
at church events.
 Sending Team Chair Renee Staul provided a written report. The Giving Tree for
Oak Grove Elementary was concluded on 10/18. An order was placed with the Food
Bank to pick up food for the next 9 weeks. A Good Gifts fair will be on December 6th.
Announcements:
 The plaque commemorating Mac Park Pastors has been finished and is ready to be
displayed.
th
 There will be a fundraiser for the Schwanenberg Scholarship Fund on December 6 .
The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. with a closing prayer from Suzette Price.
Respectfully submitted, Robin Bullington, Congregation Council Secretary

O LUME 1 , I SSUE 1
V O LVUM
E 5 5, I S S UE 1 0

P AGE 6

Habitat Lutheran Cluster
Meet the Soto Family! This is a Habitat
Lutheran Cluster photo with the Soto family—
Gabriela and her children Gabriela 8, Abraham
4, and Goddy 7. Their house will be finished
and dedicated on Sat., Nov. 14. Everyone is
invited Coleman Ridge for the celebration. For
more information you may contact Jeanette
Pierce at jpierce100@satx.rr.com or 822-9410.

Community Thanksgiving Service
Sunday, November 22nd, 6:00pm
Northeast Baptist Church
2930 MacArthur View
(across from MacArthur High School)
210-824-7235

Joint Worship Service
MacArthur Park Lutheran Church
Northeast Baptist Church
Place of Grace Fellowship
St. Matthew’s United Methodist Church
Nursery Provided.
Refreshments and Fellowship Follow Service.
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Thrivent ActionTeam helps
School rummage sale a success
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RUMMAGE
SALE

Sept. 26 was a great day for MacArthur Park Lutheran
Church and School, the neighborhood and the community
at large.
The Rummage Sale goal was to raise funds for MacArthur Park Lutheran School.
Members and friends of the church had been donating items all year for the sale.
Volunteers picked up items, sorted items, set up tables, monitored the sale, acted as
cashiers and cleaned up afterwards.
Some of the ActionTeam $250 gift card provided by Thrivent Financial was used to buy
signs that promoted the sale. The yard signs are on metal legs and stick in the ground.
They do not have a date on them, so they can be used for next year’s sale. The remaining money was used to provide for snacks for those working as sorters for the week
before the sale and for those working the day of the sale.
The sale itself was from 8 a.m. to noon. Most of the items were on tables and racks in
the church fellowship hall. Toys and furniture were displayed on the covered patio.
Workers on the day of the rummage sale wore their “Thrivent---Live Generously”
t-shirts that Thrivent Financial provided for the event. That was great because it alerted
all there to which people were volunteers.
There were more than 60 volunteers who signed in when working. Some were church
members, and others were school parents.
This was a wonderful project! It provided items at a reduced cost for our neighborhood.
The sale made our church and school known in the community. It gave congregation
members and school parents the opportunity to work together toward a goal. When the
sale was over, leftover items were donated to the ARC of Texas, a nonprofit organization that benefits mentally challenged adults. And the sale raised over $4,000 for the
school!---Suzette Price, Thrivent Congregational Advocate
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Stitches from the Quilters

Quilter of the Month:
Dorothy Spencer (Part
VIII) Frank Spencer was
an Eagle Scout and
remained extremely active
in Scouting until he was no
longer physically able to
do so. In fact, he was
responsible for the scouting unit in Mac Park for
special needs boys. He
remained a liaison for
scouting for all of Bexar
County. Frank passed
away March 4, 1999.
Dorothy has always
been a Lutheran. She was
born, baptized, confirmed
and married in Highland
Park Lutheran Church.
She and Frank came to
Mac Park in 1962. (Part IX
in December)

“Binkies” for the babies in
Mac Park School: Here we
see Britta Stone (the new
administrative assistant in
the Mac Park School),
Rosy Giglio, Pat Richmond
and Mary Alice Rupard
presenting eight (8) quilted
“binkies” for the first 4
babies in the school.
They were fixed right as
the first “Norther” came
“whistling into San Antonio”.

“Kumfert Kwilts” and
Handmade Throw Pillows”: Here we see Pat
Ogle (sitting in the Queen’s
Chair) and Gabby her faithful assistant from NESA.

(The cute little puppy is
our Monday Mascot.) They
are receiving “Kumfert
Kwilts” and 52 handmade
throw pillows made by the
quilters. Also on the back
row are Laurie Ledwig and
Pat Richmond from the
quilters. All the pillow
shams were made by Laurie and her late mother,
May. The pillow forms
were made by Delbert
Richmond (taking the picture) from all the myriad of
bags of SCRAPS that the
quilters have been saving
over the years. What a
great idea, Delbert!!!!!!!

“Games” for the children
in the Methodist Children’s
Hospital. Delbert Richmond
is cutting apart laminated
card games for our next
delivery. Keep up the good
work, Delbert!!
Yours in Christ,
Mary Alice Rupard
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“Post”-ings from the Stamp Group
November 6, 2015
6:00 – Juniors
7:30 – “Show and Tell”- bring something interesting to share!!!!
November 7, 2015
9:30 a.m. – Saturday Morning Boursette – Building #6 - Small philatelic
flea market—great bargains!!!!!
November 13, 2015
7:00 – Auction – come get great bargains.
November 20,2015
7:30 – Bourse – Philatelic Flea Market – Buy, sell and trade.
November 27, 2015
NO MEETING – THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
The annual Thanksgiving food drive begins Nov. 1 and a list of
the non-perishable food items needed to create Thanksgiving
baskets is below. You may bring as few or as many items on
the list as you wish. The last day to donate is Sun., Nov. 22.
The food will be delivered on Mon., Nov. 23, and the baskets
handed out to neighborhood families in need on Tues., Nov. 24 at St. Pius X
Catholic Church on Harry Wurzbach.
Requested items are:
large can of sweet potatoes (yams)
box of stuffing mix
box of instant mashed potatoes
can/pkg of turkey gravy
can of cranberry sauce
can of green beans
can of condensed mushroom soup
can of French fried onions

can of fruit
cooking oil
brown sugar
bag of marshmallows
can of chicken broth
bag of cookies
package of candy (no suckers
or lollipops)

Cash or check (payable to: MacArthur Park Lutheran) donations are also
appreciated to help defray the cost of purchasing turkeys, pies, rolls and
margarine.
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RECORD OF ATTENDANCE
Service

Oct 4

Oct 11

Oct 18

Oct 25

TOTAL

8:30am

80

125

71

90

366

10:45am

78

56

72

76

282

Offering

$5,399.00

$3,973.50

$5,606.60

$5,560.00

$20,539.10

Sunday
School

64

20

30

14

128

PRAYER REQUESTS
Please pray for the following:
Fred Beaver, Sandra Couffer,
Beverly Frank, Evelyn Garza,
Annice Guenther, Harvey Hancock,
Dorothy Imig, Dewey Johnson,
Linda Kavanagh, Bonnie McKisson,
Ryan Nunn, James Peters, Jonathan
Petrutsas, James Rabenaldt, Margaret Tagamen (Roslyn Lamborn’s
sister/colon cancer), Cynthia Rigoni
(Dorothy Kaiser’s sister/nonHodgkins Lymphoma stage 4), and
David VanLydegraf.
Those undergoing chemo and/
or radiation treatments: Barbara
Bowden, Collin Cash, Deborah
McHorse, Rob Milliman, Jr., and
Montsho.

Congratulations to Abel
and Dorothy Flores on
the birth of their twin
granddaughters Mi Kayla
and Audrey Gonzales
born October 25 to Jessica and Michael Gonzales.

PASTORAL ACTS
October 25, 2015 ~ Holy Baptism of
Zachary Hinton Steen

Welcome to MacArthur Park Lutheran Church and School
2903 Nacogdoches Rd.
San Antonio, TX 78217
church: (210) 824-7135
fax: (210) 826-5146
school (210) 822-5374
Website: macparkelca.org
Email:
macparklutheran@satx.rr.com
-or- officemacpark@satx.rr.com
A congregation of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America
www.elca.org

† MacArthur

Park invites you for Sunday worship. †
Our Worship Schedule

8:30 ~ 9:30 am 1st Service with Holy Communion
10:45 ~ 11:45 am 2nd Service with Holy Communion
Lutheran Hispano-Latino Spanish services at 9:30 am with Holy Communion
every Sunday in our chapel. All Spanish speaking (first or second language)
welcome to share the joy of the Spirit.
Website: www.pilhlsa.com/home
† Christian Education opportunities for ages 2 – adult at 9:45 a.m. †
† Our School has a Christian environment for students ages 18 months–1st Grade †
2015 — 2016 Congregation Council
Suzette Price, President
Melissa French Stephenson, Vice President
Robin Bullington, Secretary
Maureen Folkerts, Treasurer

Deadline for Dec.
newsletter is:
Thurs., Nov. 19, 2015

Like us on Facebook

Roger Buchhorn, Equipping Chair
Renee Staul, Sending Chair
Abel Flores, Support Chair
Beth Borstad, Inviting Chair

Church & School Staff
Senior Pastor: Paul Ziese
Associate Pastor: Heather Hansen
School Director: Carla Lockett
Music Director: Leigh Anne Seitter
Choir Director: Carla Lockett
Youth Choir Director: Melissa French-Stephenson
Property Manager: Kevin Ott
Care Coordinator: Betty Pomykal
Sextant: Jean Schriever
Administrative Asst.: Debbie Kennedy

We’re on the web!
www.macparkelca.org

Home:
Cell:
Home:
Home:
Home:
Cell:
Cell:
Home:
Cell:
Home:

(210) 826-3071
(210) 317-8509
(210) 824-2322
(210) 497-7113
(210) 824-2322
(210) 316-9404
(210) 885-8959
(210) 822-7055
(210) 860-1688
(210) 564-0430

MacArthur Park Lutheran Church
2903 Nacogdoches Road
San Antonio, TX 78217-4595

