V o l u m e 5 7 ~ I ss u e 2

Messenger
Dear Friend of MacArthur
Park Lutheran Church and
School,
Much has been happening since I returned
from my sabbatical. The
congregation council had
a retreat January 7 and is
planning another one for
January 28. The group is
looking at a number of
items of interest as MacArthur Park moves forward.
Following another selfstudy process a few years
ago, it was decided the
congregation needed a
volunteer coordinator, a
position which was then
left unfilled. Now a person to fill this position has
been identified.
Suzette Price told the
council at the January 7
retreat she is willing to
help fill the expectations
of this position. I see this
person needing to do three
things.
First, several ministries of our congregation
are always in need of
volunteers. If you are
working in a ministry area

which needs volunteer help, join me in thanking her
I suggest you speak with and helping her do her new
volunteer job.
Suzette.
Second, we have people
Peace,
who want to volunteer but
Pastor Paul
do not know how to get involved in something they
would like to do. If you
want to invest some time
doing
volunteer
work
around the church or school,
I suggest you check with
Suzette.
Third, we have needs for
service which require people to be trained. I hope
Suzette will be able to identify such needs and help
find the resources to train
people.
As Suzette gets better
oriented to this new position, I am sure she will discover other needs. We have
talked in the stewardship
committee for some time
about the need for a spiritual Inside this issue:
gifts inventory of the con- Mac Park School
2
gregation. Depending on Women’s Group
2
what we discover, we may Council Minutes
3
pursue such a project.
Kid’s Page
4
I thank Suzette for her
5
willingness to continue serv- Stitches from the Quilters
6
ing the church and school in Did You Know?
7
new ways. I hope you will Statistical Reports
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MacArthur Park Lutheran School
Valentine’s Day, hearts, candy, and
love are all things that come to mind in
February, but the school has much more on
its mind. We will be starting registration
for the 2017/2018 school year for currently
enrolled students, but we also extend early
registration to church members. We have
classes for children ages 18 months
through first grade. If you have any questions about the school or registration,
please feel free to call the school office
and we will be happy to answer them for
you. Open registration will take place in
March and will be on a first come, first
serve, basis.
Get your appetite ready and mark your
calendars for February 10. The school will
be hosting a fundraising supper. The menu
will include sausage, rice, and beans.
Serving will begin at 5:00 pm and continue
to 7:00 pm. Dine in is available or plates
may be taken to-go. In conjunction with
the supper we will be having a silent auction. Bids will close at the end of the

evening, so make sure you get your
bids in on your favorite basket! If you
have items you would like to donate to
the silent auction (gift cards, new or
like new items), contact the office at
822-5374.
In the month of March, we will celebrate Lutheran Schools Week. Our
celebration will begin Sunday, March 5
with the school children singing and
participating at the 8:30 am service.
We will continue the celebration with a
reception and open house at the school
immediately following the service and
everyone is welcome to join us! LSW
will continue at school throughout the
week with lots of fun spirit activities.
We would like to wish you all a
Happy Valentine’s Day! As you think
of the special people in your life, know
that we think of all MPLC and send
you love on that special day.
MPLS staff & children

Women’s group meets Feb. 9

Bingo party planned for Waterford residents
The MacArthur Park Lutheran Church women’s group will host a
Valentine bingo party for the residents at The Waterford.
Members will take cookies and punch to share. The residents will
play bingo at the party that will start at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 9.
The women’s group will also provide the prizes for the bingo winners. Requested prizes include candy bars, Kleenex and toilet paper.
This activity has been done annually for several years. Both the women’s group
and The Waterford residents report that they enjoy the fellowship.
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Congregation Council Meeting Minutes ~ January 17, 2016
In attendance: Melissa French-Stephenson, Ellen Bridges, Maureen Folkerts, Sheryl
Bierstedt, Renee Edmondson, Courtney Grove, Pastor Paul Ziese and Pastor Heather
Hansen. Virginia Stowell attended as MPLS representative.
The meeting was called to order at 7:10 PM. Pastor Heather led the devotion. The
group reaffirmed our commitment to the purpose statement and guiding principles.
Actions:
 The December 20, 2016 minutes were approved as printed.
 A written financial report was received from Treasurer Maureen Folkerts. December
operating receipts for the church were $43,769.60 and total expenses were $30,108.98
with a net income of $13,660.62. Year to date operating receipts were $125,482.04
and total expenses were $130,333.00 with a net loss of $4,850.96. The school had operating receipts of $26,836.69 and total expenses were $23,658.84 for a net income of
$3,177.85. Year to date operating receipts were $133,287.78 and total expenses were
$99,334.11 with a net income of $33,953.67.
 Housing allowances were set for both Pastors. Pastor Paul is requesting $35,000 and
Pastor Heather is requesting $24,000. Maureen Folkerts made a motion to approve
Pastoral allowances as set via email 12/30/16. Renee Edmondson made the second,
and the motion was approved.
 Pastoral Acts report was received. Pastor Paul Ziese presided at the funeral service for
Joanne Boeck at Sunset Funeral Home Chapel on 1/4/2017. Pastor Paul Ziese presided
at the Memorial Service for Floyd Anderson on 1/15/2017.
Discussions:
 The agenda for the mini-retreat part 2 was discussed. The retreat will be held in the
Fireside Room January 28, 2017 from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM. The group will review
the 2017 Plan for Ministry, and then move to discussion of the roles and scopes of
work for each council position. We will discuss the church financial position. And we
will discuss what the group would like Judith Spindt to address when she attends the
next Council meeting.
 The Church Finance Committee will meet 1/19/2017 and will discuss possible fundraisers.
 Pastor Heather Hansen presented and discussed a Christian Education Planning Calendar.
 Vacation Bible School will be held June 26 through June 29, 2017. (Monday through
Thursday). Four Grace Groups are still intact. Pastor Heather will review this program.
 Pastor Paul Ziese reported that John Dellis, Gift Planner, Southwestern Texas Synod,
will attend the March Council Meeting. Guidelines for the MPLC Endowment Fund
will be discussed.
 Written and verbal Mission Team Reports were received and discussed.
 Pastor Hansen is working with the SAFFE Officer regarding the Church safety plan.
There will need to be training for church ushers and possibly an adult Sunday School
presentation.
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 PM with prayer.
Respectfully submitted, Ellen Bridges, Congregation Council Secretary
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Stitches from the Quilters

Quilter “Dude” of the
Month: Bob Hunt (Part XI)
He has served as Vice
President, money counter,
greeter, usher, in a grace
group and he was on Mutual Ministry for 4 years.
He is very active in the
Shrine organization. He
was a De Molay at the age
of 14, then he became a
Mason in 1964 and a
Shriner in 1973. He served
as their Potentate in 1999
and is now the Worshipful
Master of the De Molay
Lodge. (Read Part XII in
March)

Hospital Delivery: Above
you see the thank you note
from the Methodist Children’s Hospital. We thought
you would enjoy the card the
hospital sent us!!!!! On November 21, 2016, Dr. Harry
Greer and his son, Arlen delivered 150 quilted stockings,
87 therapy dolls, 630 sticker
pkgs., 650 bookmarks and 70
handmade card games.
In the January Messenger,
you saw the quilters presenting them to Dr. Greer. Good
work folks!!!!!

Pillows from the Quilters:
In the previous column we
see Debbie Kennedy accepting 43 handmade pillows
especially done as a Christmas gesture from the Quilters for the congregation of
the Mac Park Church.
In addition to these pillows, the Quilters gave some
handmade pillows to the
gamers and the Mac Park
Bible Study. These pillows
seemed to be much appreciated.

Thank you from the
school: Here we see Mary
Rupard and Pat Richmond
having some soup from
GIANT mugs which were
presented to the Quilters by
the children at Mac Park
School. The children serenaded the quilters and presented them with 4 giant
mugs with soup mixings
and bookmarks with a
Bible verse on them. The
Quilters were very appreciative. Eat up girls!!!!!!!
Yours in Christ,
Mary Alice Rupard
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“Post”-ings from the Stamp Group
February 3, 2017:
February 4, 2017:
February 10, 2017:
February, 17, 2017:
February 24, 2017:

6:15 – Juniors
9 a.m – Boursette – Small bourse – Senior Bldg. #6.
7:00 – Auction – Come find some marvelous bargains.
7:30 – “Inni” by Dr. Eric Shepherd (See Program Notes)
7:30 – Bourse – Sell, buy, trade – Get some great bargains
Program Notes ~ “Inni” by Dr. Eric Shepherd
February 17, 2017
The talk will present the history and stamps of an inland territory of Inni. It was originally
part of French Guiana. The separation of the area was tried as an experiment in administration,
but it failed and only lasted 16 years.
This program, Dr. Eric will probably stand the test that you have exhibited in the past. (Do
you suppose Dr. Eric will have some kind of refreshment??? I’m still tasting the vanilla ice
cream!!!!!!) We are anxiously awaiting your presentation, Dr. Eric!!!!!
Yours in Philately, Pat Richmond.

MacArthur Park Lutheran Church member Dena Chenault will
complete her final two classes in February to be a Licensed Chemical Dependency Counselor. She will do her practicum and then
take the licensing test.
Another Mac Park member, Cory Torkelson, has applied to tryout
for the American Ninja Warrior program. Torkelson recently completed a 100K run.
Thrivent Choice Dollars need to be directed by March 31, 2017. The MacArthur Park
Lutheran Church congregational advocate and church member, Suzette Price, can help
in this process.
The quilters delivered to The Methodist Children’s Hospital: 150 Quilted Stockings, 87
Therapy Dolls, 80 stuffed animals, 630 sticker packages, 650 Dinosaur bookmarks and
70 games. They also delivered 80 quilted stockings and 80 stuffed animals to the Mac
Park School for Christmas. They made pillows for the Puerto Rican Church group, the
Bible study group, the gamers, the office staff and the congregation this year.
Thank you note from St. Vincent de Paul / St. Pius X Catholic
Church: On behalf of all St. Vincent de Paul volunteers and those we serve,
thank you for your recent donation of $221 and food items supporting the
Thanksgiving program. With your continued partnership, we are able to fulfill our mission of serving the less fortunate. May God continue to bless you as you
deserve. ~Sincerely, Chris Garcia, Secretary
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RECORD OF ATTENDANCE
Service

Jan 1

Jan 8

Jan 15

Jan 22

TOTAL

8:30am

only 10 am

50

60

71

181

10:45am

61

68

77

73

279

Offering

$1,558.10

$6,608.00

$25,543.61

$2,509.20

$36,218.91

Sunday
School

NO SS

30

17

30

77

NOTE: The offering totals listed above are the amounts received at the worship
services. They do not reflect contributions received through the Simply Giving
program or automatic bank drafts.

PRAYER REQUESTS
Please pray for the following:
Evelyn Garza; Kathryn Hancock;
Dorothy Imig; Dewey Johnson; Jerry
Lockett; Ryan Nunn; James Peters;
Carlo Reyes; Jean Schriever; Sylvia
Sieberns (Carol Couffer’s sister/stage 4
lung cancer); and David VanLydegraf.
Those undergoing chemo and/or
radiation treatments: Collin Cash;
Miriam Miller; Rob Milliman, Jr.; and
Montsho.
Randal Shook, Sheila
Whitehead-Shook &
William Whitehead
2650 Thousand Oaks #3201
SA, TX 78232

PASTORAL ACTS
1/4/17: Funeral service for
Joanne Boeck
1/15/17: Memorial service for
Floyd Anderson
1/21/17: Memorial service for
Tom Jones

Our Christian sympathy
to Jimmie Boeck and family
on the death of his wife
Joanne on December 26,
2016. Our sympathy also to
Kathy Jones and family on the death
of her husband Tom on January 15.

2903 Nacogdoches Rd.
San Antonio, TX 78217
church: (210) 824-7135
fax: (210) 826-5146
school (210) 822-5374
Website: macparkelca.org
Email:
macparklutheran@satx.rr.com
-or- officemacpark@satx.rr.com
A congregation of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America
www.elca.org

Welcome to MacArthur Park Lutheran Church and School
† MacArthur Park invites you for Sunday worship. †
Our Worship Schedule
8:30 ~ 9:30 am 1st Service with Holy Communion
10:45 ~ 11:45 am 2nd Service with Holy Communion
Lutheran Hispano-Latino Spanish services at 9:30 am with Holy Communion
every Sunday in our chapel. All Spanish speaking (first or second language)
welcome to share the joy of the Spirit.
Website: www.pilhlsa.com/home
† Christian Education opportunities for ages 2 – adult at 9:45 a.m. †
† Our School has a Christian environment for students ages 18 months–1st Grade †

2016 — 2017 Congregation Council
Beth Borstad, President
Melissa French Stephenson, Vice President
Ellen Bridges, Secretary
Maureen Folkerts, Treasurer

Renee Edmondson, Sending Chair
Bill Sweda, Support Chair
Sheryl Bierstedt, Inviting Chair
Courtney Grove, Equipping Chair

Church & School Staff
Deadline for March
2017 newsletter is:
Tue., Feb. 21, 2017

Like us on Facebook

Senior Pastor: Paul Ziese
Associate Pastor: Heather Hansen
School Director: Carla Lockett
Music Director: Leigh Anne Seitter
Choir Director: Carla Lockett
Youth Choir Director: Melissa French-Stephenson
Property Manager: Kevin Ott
Care Coordinator: Betty Pomykal
Sextant: Jean Schriever
Assistant Sextant: Sara Milam
Administrative Asst.: Debbie Kennedy

We’re on the web!
www.macparkelca.org

Home:
Cell:
Home:
Home:
Home:
Cell:
Cell:
Home:
Cell:

(210) 826-3071
(210) 317-8509
(210) 824-2322
(210) 497-7113
(210) 824-2322
(210) 316-9404
(210) 885-8959
(210) 822-7055
(210) 860-1688

Cell: (210) 355-8100
Cell: (210) 325-8817

MacArthur Park Lutheran Church
2903 Nacogdoches Road
San Antonio, TX 78217-4595

