V o l u m e 5 7 ~ I ss u e 3

Messenger
Dear Friend of MacArthur
Park Lutheran Church and
School,
Recent weeks have
seen significant changes
in the United States with
the inauguration of a new
president and churches are
caught in the midst of the
significant divisions being
experienced across the
country. The world around
me is much different from
what it was a short time
ago and I am having to
adjust my priorities and
time usage.
Many are celebrating the
changes, especially those
who have traditionally been
a part of what Robert Jones
calls
White
Christian
America (WCA). Jones
contends white Christians
in the United States have
experienced a gradual but
real diminishment of the
power and prestige of their
race, religion, and country.
They grew up in a time
when their race, religion,
and country were at the top
of their success, but the recent growth of globalization
and multi-culturalism have

seen these people lose influence over their world.
Being white, Christian,
and American is not what it
used to be. The recent election was an opportunity for
these people to regain their
lost power and prestige, or
so many of them thought.
Many others are not celebrating but living in palpable fear and anxiety – those
who are not white, Christian,
or American –those for whom
America has never been great
and perhaps never will be.
Churches are caught between the two groups and
some are unsure how to proceed. Should the churches
side with WCA, a group
many of their members identify with, or should the
churches reach out to the
hurting and unchurched who
are not part of WCA, but are
part of the mission field for
the church?
Significant mission planning at MacArthur Park over
the last several years is now
bearing fruit and showing
this congregation the way in
these troubling times. I am so
happy we picked our path

March
2 0 17
forward before the recent
election campaign.
For the last couple
years, the congregation has
voted to make overcoming
poverty the major focus of
our work. Our council has
spelled out a number of
ways we are addressing
poverty. We cannot be true
to our declared goals and
not be concerned for those
who are now hurting.
At the end of every sermon I preach, I end with the
words “Change the World.”
Our focus is on those who
are not part of our fellowship, people of every race,
religion, and nationality.
We proclaim to the world
we are not an inwardlooking WCA church.
(Continued on Page 4.
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MacArthur Park Lutheran School
Enrollment is now open! Please spread
the news about our school, put a school
sign out in your yard, grab a flyer to let
others know about our great program, or
just tell someone that the school is here.
Every year I have families visit our program and tell me “I had no idea there was
a school here”! We had a record enrollment this school year and would love to
have more students next year. Our school
serves children ages 18 months through
First Grade. Our biggest source of advertisement is “word of mouth”: you never
know who might need to know about a
great school.
We are celebrating Lutheran Schools
Week March 5-10. Our school children
will be participating in the 8:30 a.m. worship service on Sunday, March 5. Following the service there will be an Open
House in the school building, so everyone
is invited to attend. Our annual spring concert will be Thursday, March 9 at 6:30
p.m. and all the children will be performing. The theme for the concert is
“Commotion in the Ocean” Again, everyone is welcome to attend.

Thank you to everyone
who has supported our fundraisers this year. We hosted
a rummage sale, sold cookie
dough, sold re-usable bags,
and hosted a sausage dinner
with silent auction. All
events were very successful.
Continuous
fundraisers
include box-tops for education and ink cartridges. There
are collection boxes in the
back of the sanctuary as well
as in the school. Both programs give the
school money in return for submission
of certificates and cartridges. Every little
bit helps add up to great outcomes.
Spring break is scheduled for March
13-17. The School will be closed that
week.
Thank you for your continued support of advertising, fundraisers, and
events. We are truly blessed to have so
many people who help and care for our
school.
MPLS staff

On April 23, we begin our
stewardship emphasis
“Experiencing the Joy of
Generosity.” We hope and
pray that you will be blessed
by the three weeks of sermon
messages and worship planned
for this time.
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Congregation Council Meeting Minutes ~ February 21, 2017
In attendance: Beth Borstad, Melissa French-Stephenson, Ellen Bridges, Maureen
Folkerts, Sheryl Bierstedt, Bill Sweda, Pastor Paul Ziese and Pastor Heather Hansen.
Virginia Stowell attended as MPLS board representative.
Beth Borstad led the devotion. The meeting was called to order at 7:06 PM. The group
reaffirmed our commitment to the purpose statement and guiding principles.
Actions:
 The January 17, 2017 minutes were approved as printed.
 A written financial report was received from Treasurer Maureen Folkerts. January
operating receipts for the church were $46,570.27 and total expenses were $32,676.59
with a net income of $13,893.68. Year to date operating receipts were $172,052.31
and total expenses were $163,009.59 with a net income of $9,042.72. The school had
operating receipts of $32,975.10 and total expenses were $23,002.27 for a net income
of $9,972.83. Year to date operating receipts were $166,262.88 and total expenses
were $122,336.38 with a net income of $43,926.50.
Discussions:
 Virginia provided the MPLS report, noting that a few purchases need to be made,
including a computer for the front desk. The school board also discussed making
more use of the internet in their advertising.
 Pastor Heather has compiled a list of the surveys that the congregation completed
recently for the annual parochial report. She will provide a report to the congregation
at the called congregation meeting on February 26. She is planning a once a month
Saturday evening worship service. There was discussion as to what this might look
like.
 Pastor Paul reported that Bishop Tiemann will be preaching at MPLC services on
March 19.
 Maureen led follow up discussion of the finance meeting on February 16. As we
work toward getting on a solid financial foundation, it is important to focus on three
things: Belief in mission/ministry; Regard for staff leadership; and Fiscal responsibility. There was also discussion of using a phone app for e-giving. We will plan to
give this a trial.
 Mission team reports were discussed. Inviting chair Sheryl provided a written report
and discussed plans for the upcoming Stewardship Campaign. The campaign will
start after Easter and there will be a lunch/brunch on May 21. She will be discussing
Hospitality thoughts at a future meeting. Support chair Bill provided a written report
and discussed ongoing repairs, upgrades and replacements to the property. A list of
potential Synod Assembly voting members was provided to Bill.
 Pastor Heather has met with our SAFFE officer and provided a report. MPLC/MPLS
physical property is in pretty good shape with regard to general safety. She may
invite Officer McDonald to the April Congregation Council meeting in April.
The meeting was adjourned with prayer at 8:32 PM.
Respectfully submitted, Ellen Bridges, Congregation Council Secretary
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(Continued from Page 1.)
Also, every year the council sets my priorities for the coming year. For several
years now, one of my top five expectations
has been to represent our congregation and
denomination in the City of San Antonio
and elsewhere as needed. The ELCA has
made helping the poor and hungry, reaching out to refugees and immigrants, healing
the earth, respecting other faiths, opposing
racism and misogyny, and working for
peace in the world major priorities. When I
reach out into the community, I know what
I am supposed to do.
At a time when the credibility and truthfulness of so many people (i.e. scientists,
the news media, intelligence services, the
judicial system, international organizations
and leaders, academics, people of other political and religious beliefs, prior office
holders) are being questioned, communities

of faith need to be among those trying to
speak truth to power. Based on past experiences, we cannot wait until we are maligned to start speaking out. By then, as
Martin Niemoller once noted, there may be
no one left to defend us.
The election is over, but the poor and
those who are hurting are still with us. Our
mission has not changed.
As we move forward, I intend to pursue
the goals of this congregation as I have
tried to do in the past. I will also continue
to use our executive committee and mutual
ministry committee for guidance.
In one big way, the current situation is
giving us an excellent opportunity to follow
our purpose statement to Live the Gospel.
We know what God wants us to do. May
we have the strength and courage to do it.
Peace, Pastor Paul

Women’s group will meet March 9

Lutheran World Relief personal care kits
to be assembled

Seventy-five Lutheran World Relief personal care kits
will be assembled at the March 9 meeting of the MacArthur
Park Lutheran Church women’s group. All women are invited to help put the kits together at 7 p.m. in the Fireside
At The Waterford in February
Room.
Each kit will contain a bath towel, a toothbrush, a comb, nail clippers and two four
ounce bars of soap. A Thrivent Action Team grant provided the funds to purchase four
of the items. Susan Rath is supplying the toothbrushes.
The women will assemble the kits, pack them in boxes, weigh and label the boxes.
After Easter the boxes of kits will be delivered to Texas Lutheran University in Seguin
that is the area gathering point.
Refreshments will be provided by Ellen Bridges, Nancy Kusenberger, Ginny
Stowell and Suzette Price. Betty Pomykal will give the devotion.
Meanwhile, in February the women’s group provided refreshments and prizes for
the bingo party it gave at the Waterford.
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Hope for Our Future
Most of us are well aware of our congregation’s current financial strain. But,
there are many reasons to be hopeful about
our future. Yes, hopeful!
Many congregations in similar situations have been able to get themselves onto a stronger financial footing, and we are
aiming to do just that. MacArthur Park
Lutheran Church and School continue
making vital contributions to Christian
ministries of education, advocacy, and
generosity to our neighbors. We want to
stabilize our financial standing so that our
school and its staff may continue to educate and care for neighborhood children
and families. We want to nurture our
faith in Jesus through meaningful worship,
stronger prayer lives, and deeper understanding of God’s Word. We want to support organizations that serve the poor and
marginalized, including NESA, Habitat
for Humanity, CAM, SAM Ministries, St.
Pius, Meals on Wheels, Agape – and more.
We want to advocate for those who suffer
injustice and unequal treatment in our society. We want to appreciate, support, and
fairly compensate our pastors and other
staff for their many gifts and talents. We
also want our pastors and members to continue their involvement in ecumenical and
inter-faith issues.
On Thursday 16 February, members of
the Finance Committee and Congregation
Council met with Rev. Kathy Haueisen,
who spoke with us about the Mission
Investment Fund (MIF) of the ELCA.
Rev. Haueisen gave us an overview of

some of their services in running a capital campaign. At this point, we are gathering information on this and other ways
to improve our financial status. Ideas
from you are welcome, too! Stay tuned
for updates as we make decisions.
Beth Borstad, President,
MacArthur Park Lutheran
Congregation Council
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From Our Associate Pastor
Community.
It’s complicated isn’t it? “You wanna go where everybody
knows your name,” (to borrow a line from the old 80’s/90’s
sitcom Cheers). We seek to be known and to be in community with others. In this quest, we often seek those who are like us…who make us feel
safe, loved, and validated. We want to go to a place that gives us peace and comfort in
a world that is definitely not in our control. And so, we look to our faith community as
a place of belonging, peace and comfort…as it should be.
Our faith communities also express phrases such as “all are welcome” (one of our Mac
Park guiding principles). We read in scripture such as this past month’s lectionary that
we should love our enemies and pray for our enemies…not just our friends. Jesus says
what sets Christians apart from others is rather than seek revenge, we should go the
extra mile for reconciliation. We should seek to be “whole” and “complete”, often
translated “perfect.” Reconciliation is what makes the Body of Christ whole again…it’s
what we “re-member” in communion, even as Christ “re-members” us. Being perfect is
not really about being number one, or successful, or a comparison to other good or bad
people. Being perfect as our heavenly Father is perfect is much more about being complete, or whole, or perhaps we could even say “holy.”
This is where community gets complicated. We are to be a community that reconciles.
We are to be a community that welcomes all; where everybody knows your name…or
essentially, you belong and have a valid place in the Body. But in this kind of community, people are different. We sometimes disagree with others, and disagree
strongly. We are human and hurt each other deeply, intentionally and unintentionally. We come with our hurts, rather than come ‘perfect’, at least in a cultural sense,
before each other and try to live together showing Christ’s love.
Yet, we want a place where “even I” belong. We know we are sinners too, but we
struggle with living amongst others’ sin. We compare our morality, our right or wrong
beliefs. But in order for everyone to have a place, we have to welcome those unlike us
too; even those who sin against us. We are called to pray for those and LOVE those
who are our enemies. What if you were asked to pray for Osama Bin Laden or Adolf
Hitler? What if I said you need to pray for that person who wrongly got you fired, or
beat up your child, or called you fat?
Ouch. How? How do you pray for those who hurt you, or your loved ones, or who
pose a threat to the security of what you value and/or hold so dear? How do you pray
for someone who you disagree with morally to the point you fear being associated with
them? How do you love someone like this?
Only through Christ. (Continued on Page 7.)
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(Continued from Page 6.)
Jesus says “no one comes to the Father except through me.” Maybe, just maybe this can
be tied to being perfect or whole. We cannot be complete, we cannot be whole, we cannot be holy without Christ. We cannot love our enemies, or pray for those who hate us,
or turn the other cheek and resist revenge without Christ.
Christ is community. It’s complicated…it’s messy…it’s where we all belong. Community is reconciliation. Community is seeking wholeness for all people. The next time
you share the peace at church, partake in communion, or even share your regular pew
with someone who didn’t (or DID) know it was your spot, remember that we are all in
this together. Community is complicated, but it’s also really simple…community is
Christ.
Pastor Heather

Ash Wednesday Worship ~ March 1 at 6:30 pm
in the sanctuary with imposition of ashes and Holy
Communion. (No meal served prior to worship.)
Mid-Week Lenten Services continue each
Wednesday through April 5. A Lenten meal will
be served at 5:30 pm in the Fireside Room and
worship at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary. This year’s focus will be Evening Vespers.

Thrivent Choice Dollars must be directed by the March 31,
2017 deadline. If you need help doing that, Thrivent Congregational Advocate Suzette Price can assist you. There are also
information cards on the table at the back of the sanctuary with
directions. During 2016 Thrivent members directed $1483 to
MacArthur Park Lutheran Church.
Do you know about Thrivent Action Teams? Here is how they work. Think about an
unmet need in your community and how you could help. Apply to lead your volunteer
team in a one-time fundraiser, service activity or educational event that can be completed within 90 days. Once your project is approved, you'll receive a Thrivent Action
Kit, including: promotional banner, invitations and thank-you cards, Thrivent Action
Team T-shirts, a $250 Community Impact Card you can use as seed money to purchase
project supplies and create promotional materials. So far this year, Thrivent owners
and Mac Park members Bill Sweda, Eric Price, Jim Price and Suzette Price have each
applied for and received an Action Team Grant.
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Stitches from the Quilters

Quilter “Dude” of the
Month: Bob Hunt (Part
XII)
There are 22 Shrine
Hospitals in North America—both orthopedic and
burn hospitals. There are 2
in Texas—an orthopedic
hospital in Houston and a
burn hospital in Galveston.
Bob was on the Board of
Directors for the Galveston
Hospital for 9 years. He
says that was one of the
most rewarding things he’s
ever done in his life.
(Tune in April for Part
XIII)

Jan Kelly- Guess who
came by to visit the quilters!! She is all matching in
her aqua!!! Jan has helped
the quilters with things in
the past and when she’s
back in town, she does
bookmarks for the children
in the Hospital!!!!!

God’s Work….
Delbert is getting quilts
ready for “God’s Work….”
on September 10, 2017.
He’s showing our newest
Quilter—Debbie O how he
is lacing the quilt.
When we are not so
rushed for time, Debbie
will be doing some of the
lacing!!!!

Kumfert Kwilt!!!
Here we see Pat Richmond making the bundles
for the Kumfert Kwilts!!
Kay Elsasser will sew the
squares together and put a
back on them, then Delbert
laces them with yarn for
the people in God’ Work to
tie!!!!!

Stuffed Animals
Debbie is stuffing animals for the May delivery
to the children in Methodist
Children’s Hospital!! Keep
up the good work, Folks!!!
Yours in Christ,
Mary Alice Rupard
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“Post”-ings from the Stamp Group
March 3, 2017: 6:15 – Juniors
7:15 – Regular Meeting
7:30 – “Show and Tell” – Bring something interesting to
show.
March 4, 2017: 9:00 a.m. – Saturday Boursette – Small Bourse—Bldg#6
March 10, 2017: 7:00 – Auction – Come get some good bargains!!!!!
March 17, 2017: 7:00 – Bourse – Philatelic Flea Market – Buy, sell and trade!!!!!
March 24, 2017: 7:30 – “Jazz on Stamps” – Nelda Greer (See Program Notes)
March 31, 2017: 7:30 – Bourse – Get some good bargains!!!!!
Program Notes ~ “Jazz on Stamps”
by Nelda Greer, March 24, 2017
Nelda Greer is up again with a new program. She always has an interesting program.
This one should be very good. She has always given us some unusual items from her
collection as well as a thorough background. (Do you suppose she will bring us some
chocolate?) O.K. Nelda, I have given you a big buildup. Don’t chicken out on us!!!!!!!
Yours in Philately, Pat Richmond.

Congratulations to Pastors Paul and Lynn Ziese on the birth of
granddaughter Josephine (“Joey”) Leta Ziese on January 13,
2017 at 8:37 am. She weighed 7 lbs. 1 oz. and was 19 ½” long.
Proud parents are Timothy Ziese and Felicity Brown. “Joey” is
also welcomed by her 17 month old sister Addy.
Congratulations also to Britta and Chris Stone on the birth of
Caleb Nathaniel on January 24, 2017. He weighed 7 lbs. 10 oz.
and was 20” long. Caleb is also welcomed by his sister Kaylynn, brother Tharon,
and grandmother Eileen Martinka.
Our Christian sympathy to Margie and Bob Jones on the death of her father Lloyd
Hitchings on January 26. Margie and Bob were former church members, plus
Margie was on our church staff. Our sympathy also to Abel and Dorothy Flores on
the death of his father on February 20, and to Britta and Chris Stone on the death of
her great uncle Anton Schwertner on February 22.
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RECORD OF ATTENDANCE
Service

Jan 29

Feb 5

Feb 12

Feb 19

Feb 26

TOTAL

8:30am

61

67

65

63

60

316

10:45am

63

56

68

71

86

344

Offering

$2,340.00

$5,801.00

$4,682.00

$3,070.00

$3,720.40

$19,613.40

Sunday
School

Youth
Breakfast

24

33

33

no record

90

NOTE: The offering totals listed above are the amounts received at the worship
services. They do not reflect contributions received through the Simply Giving
program or automatic bank drafts.

PRAYER REQUESTS
Please pray for the following:
Claire Broyles; Dana Franz; Evelyn
Garza; Kathryn Hancock; Dorothy Imig;
Dewey Johnson; Jerry Lockett (Dale
Lockett’s father); Ryan Nunn; James
Peters; Carlo Reyes; Jean Ross (Rhea
Clouse’s sister); Nancy Sederberg (Rhea
Clouse’s niece); Sylvia Sieberns (Carol
Couffer’s sister/stage 4 lung cancer);
Paula Sturm; and David VanLydegraf.
Those undergoing chemo and/or
radiation treatments: Collin Cash;
Miriam Miller; Rob Milliman, Jr.; and
Montsho.
Daylight Saving Time
Begins Sun., March 12

On Sat., March 11, turn
your clocks ahead before
going to bed!

PASTORAL ACTS
1/4/17: Funeral service for
Joanne Boeck
1/15/17: Memorial service for
Floyd Anderson
1/21/17: Memorial service for
Tom Jones

MEMORIALS
Claudette Perez: by Dale and Carol Couffer on 1/1/17
Joanne Boeck: by Joe and Ruth
McFarland on 1/22/17
Tom Jones: by Ronald and Jeanette Bacon on 1/29/17; James
and Doris Menke on 2/12/17
Jo Ann Davis: by Phil Petmecky
on 2/12/17

2903 Nacogdoches Rd.
San Antonio, TX 78217
church: (210) 824-7135
fax: (210) 826-5146
school (210) 822-5374
Website: macparkelca.org
Email:
macparklutheran@satx.rr.com
-or- officemacpark@satx.rr.com
A congregation of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America
www.elca.org

Welcome to MacArthur Park Lutheran Church and School
† MacArthur Park invites you for Sunday worship. †
Our Worship Schedule
8:30 ~ 9:30 am 1st Service with Holy Communion
10:45 ~ 11:45 am 2nd Service with Holy Communion
Lutheran Hispano-Latino Spanish services at 9:30 am with Holy Communion
every Sunday in our chapel. All Spanish speaking (first or second language)
welcome to share the joy of the Spirit.
Website: www.pilhlsa.com/home
† Christian Education opportunities for ages 2 – adult at 9:45 a.m. †
† Our School has a Christian environment for students ages 18 months–1st Grade †

2016 — 2017 Congregation Council
Beth Borstad, President
Melissa French Stephenson, Vice President
Ellen Bridges, Secretary
Maureen Folkerts, Treasurer

Renee Edmondson, Sending Chair
Bill Sweda, Support Chair
Sheryl Bierstedt, Inviting Chair
Courtney Grove, Equipping Chair

Church & School Staff
Deadline for April
2017 newsletter is:
Thurs., Mar. 23, 2017

Like us on Facebook

Senior Pastor: Paul Ziese
Associate Pastor: Heather Hansen
School Director: Carla Lockett
Music Director: Leigh Anne Seitter
Choir Director: Carla Lockett
Youth Choir Director: Melissa French-Stephenson
Property Manager: Kevin Ott
Care Coordinator: Betty Pomykal
Sextant: Jean Schriever
Assistant Sextant: Sara Milam
Administrative Asst.: Debbie Kennedy

We’re on the web!
www.macparkelca.org

Home:
Cell:
Home:
Home:
Home:
Cell:
Cell:
Home:
Cell:

(210) 826-3071
(210) 317-8509
(210) 824-2322
(210) 497-7113
(210) 824-2322
(210) 316-9404
(210) 885-8959
(210) 822-7055
(210) 860-1688

Cell: (210) 355-8100
Cell: (210) 325-8817

MacArthur Park Lutheran Church
2903 Nacogdoches Road
San Antonio, TX 78217-4595

