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Experiencing the Joy of Generosity
On April 23, we begin our stewardship emphasis “Experiencing the Joy of Generosity.”
We pray you will be blessed by the three weeks of messages and worship.

† The Joy of Receiving God’s Blessings
† The Joy of Managing God’s Blessings
† The Joy of Sharing God’s Blessings
Joy is a beautiful word that seems to bring a smile in saying it. As God’s people, we
know that Jesus is the source of our joy. We have the deep and abiding joy of being
loved by God through Jesus. King David wrote, “You make known to me the path of
life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.” (Psalm 16:11).
Our stewardship emphasis will encourage us to experience the joy that God gives us
through our generosity in sharing with others and extending his kingdom.
“Through our generosity, God can do extraordinary things. Through our giving, God
changes lives, and in changing them, transforms us. The practice of generosity describes
the Christian’s unselfish willingness to give in order to make a positive difference for
the purposes of Christ.” (The Rev. Robert Schnase)
May God bless us as we honor the Lord through our generosity.
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MacArthur Park Lutheran School
April is supposed to bring showers but
in the pre-school, we are hoping it brings a
different kind of water…ponds! As part of
Lutheran Schools Week, we have a project
to “make a change”. Collections are ongoing to collect enough money to build a
water retention pond through Lutheran
World Relief. The goal is $500 and we
have collected $400 so far. If we reach our
goal, we will have a dunking booth at Fiesta. Contributions can be made at the school
or in the offering plate—please clearly
mark them for the “make a change” project. There is also good news for the
pond—a matching donation has been
promised. So, if we reach our goal two
ponds will be built!
The school’s annual Fiesta is fast
approaching on April 27. This annual
event is a long-standing tradition for the
school. We have a parade with our own
school royalty as well as a mini NIOSA.
Tickets and information will be coming
soon in the service bulletin. This event is
open to all our church and school families
and is a highlight of our year.
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
We have reached our fundraising goal for
the year. Our annual budget includes a line
for fundraising and this years projected
amount has been reached. Thank you for
your support in buying cookie dough,
greenery, reusable bags, plates of Bar-BQue, and silent auction baskets. Your
support has not gone un-noticed and is
greatly appreciated!

As mentioned in last month’s Messenger, our open registration has begun. Please tell others about our terrific school. We serve children ages 18
months— first grade.
The school staff and children wish
you and your family a very Happy
Easter!
MPLS Staff and Students

M e ss e n g e r

Page 3

Congregation Council Meeting Minutes ~ March 21, 2017
In attendance: Beth Borstad, Melissa French-Stephenson, Ellen Bridges, Sheryl
Bierstedt, Bill Sweda, Courtney Grove, Rene Edmondson and Pastor Heather Hansen.
Virginia Stowell attended as MPLS board representative. Deacon John Dellis, Gift Planner, Southwestern Texas Synod, Lutheran Foundation of the Southwest also attended.
Beth Borstad led the devotion and prayer. The meeting was called to order at 7:08 pm.
The group reaffirmed our commitment to the purpose statement and guiding principles.
Deacon John Dellis gave a presentation regarding the MPLC Endowment Fund. He provided handouts and is willing to come back to MPLC for further guidance and assistance.
The MPLS board did not meet this month. Virginia reported that 25 children have
signed up for the school for next year versus 12 at the same time last year, and that the
budget is doing fine.
Actions:
 The February, 2017 minutes will be approved next month as copies of the minutes
were not available.
 A written financial report was received from Treasurer Maureen Folkerts. February
operating receipts for the church were $25,837.98 and total expenses were
$36,321.65 with a net loss of $10,483.67. Year to date operating receipts were
$197,890.29 and total expenses were $199,331.24 with a net loss of $1,440.95. The
school had operating receipts of $36,977.56 and total expenses were $24,322.34 for
a net income of $12,655.22. Year to date operating receipts were $203,240.44 and
total expenses were $146,658.72 with a net income of $56,581.72.
Discussions:
 Pastor Paul Ziese performed the memorial service for Tom Jones on 1/21/2017.
 Council voted to move the following names to the inactive list with a motion by
Sheryl Bierstedt and second by Bill Sweda: Carol Anderson, Renate Banda, Carl
Blum, Tiffany Freiger (Jocelyn-child), Ruth Hanna, Gertrude Lewis, Peggy Loomis,
Stephanie Minica (James-child), Peter Muller (Christina-wife).
 There will be only one Sunday morning worship service beginning June 4
(Pentecost). The regular schedule (8:30 & 10:45) will resume August 20. The church
picnic is June 11.
 The Saturday evening worship service will begin April 29. This service of word,
communion and prayer will meet monthly. Baptism would be available as appropriate.
 Pastor Heather reported that the youth will be driving to Idaho this summer for a
“Servant Adventure Camp”.
 Sending Chair Renee Edmondson provided and discussed a written report from the
Community Based Advocacy group.
 Inviting Chair Sheryl Bierstedt presented and discussed a written report regarding
the Stewardship Campaign to begin April 23.
(Continued on Page 4.)

V o l u m e 5 7 , I ss u e 3

Page 4

LOOKING TOWARD LENT AND HOLY WEEK
MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICES continue each Wednesday through April 5.
A Lenten meal will be served at 5:30 pm in the Fireside Room and
worship at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary.
MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP – April 13 at 6:30 pm with Holy Communion.
Time for private confession with Pastors Ziese or Hansen can be scheduled for this day through the church office. Times can be scheduled
beginning at 4:30 pm.
GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP – April 14 at 6:30 pm
EASTER SUNDAY – April 16
7:00 am Sunrise Service at Arneson River Theatre
8:00 & 10:00 am Worship Services with Holy
Communion (here in our sanctuary)
8:30-9:30 am Breakfast served in our Fireside Room
Activities for children: 9:00 am storytelling / crafts
and 9:30 am Easter Egg Hunt

(Continued from Page 3, Congregation Council Minutes)
 Support Chair Bill Sweda reported that an exterior wall to the choir room needs to
be repaired. Also, April 8 will be will be a Church grounds clean-up day in preparation for Easter. Obtaining a Plat for the church property was discussed and Bill will
find out what this would cost.
 There will be an usher training April 30 from 1200 – 1330 which will include safety
and security issues. The training is for ages 18 and older.
 Courtney Grove provided information on the 2017 WELCA Alamo/Cibolo Creek
Conference event to take place April 1.
Council closed with the Lord’s Prayer and adjourned at 8:45 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Ellen Bridges
Congregation Council Secretary
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MPLC supports Northeast Senior Assistance

Volunteers drive, shop, assist
seniors

Put yourself in their shoes. What if you could no longer
drive? How would you get to the doctor, dentist or grocery
store?
Northeast Senior Assistance volunteers can provide
services to help. NESA relies on donations for operating expenses. The services are
free to clients, and the volunteers receive mileage reimbursement. Volunteers can be
of service once a week, once a month or whenever it is convenient.
This is the mission of NESA, according to the website www.neseniorassistance.org.
“We provide services that help seniors live independently in their own homes, around
their familiar settings and environment, which is where they want to be, and give them
peace of mind. Our mission is to actively reflect God’s love by promoting wellness,
alleviating isolation and preventing premature institutionalization for the homebound
frail elderly living in northeast San Antonio.”
NESA is housed on the MacArthur Park Lutheran Church campus. Providing office
space is the way Mac Park supports this important ministry.
MacArthur Park Lutheran Church members Jill Piazzi, Sheryl Sad and Suzette
Price are volunteers for NESA. Price is also a board member.
Eight people who are church members or friends of the congregation are NESA
clients.
Northeast Senior Assistance is always in need of volunteers. To volunteer, call
210-967-6372.---Suzette Price

“Mac Pride” Property Work Day
Saturday, April 8, 8:00-11:00 am

Join us as we spruce up the grounds
in preparation for Easter.
Call Kevin Ott (885-8959) for more information or
to let him know you can help.
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The 15th Annual Jon’s Run will be held
on Sat., May 13 at Wheatley Heights Sports
Complex. Although named for our first son
who died in April of 2002 of SIDS (Sudden
Infant Death Syndrome), this event honors
the lives of all children who have died from
any cause. Funds raised make this event
possible and support SIDS research and prevention.
For more info and to register or make a donation, please visit www.jonsrun.com
and join “Team Jon” or form a team of your own. If you have questions, contact us
at 210-920-0566 or jonsrun@jonsrun.com.
~Blessings, Melissa, David, James, and Sam ~ Jon’s Family

Women’s group to host bunco party in May

April meeting canceled

The MacArthur Park Lutheran Church
Maundy Thursday service on April 13 falls on
the regular meeting date of the Mac Park
women’s group; therefore, the April meeting is
canceled.
The women’s group will host its annual bunco party on May 11. Information about that event will be provided in the May Messenger.
Meanwhile, 75 Lutheran World Relief personal care kits were assembled
at the March 9 meeting. Each kit contained a bath towel, a toothbrush, a
comb, nail clippers and two four ounce bars of soap. A Thrivent Action
Team grant provided the funds to purchase four of the items. Susan Rath
supplied the toothbrushes.
The women assembled the kits, packed them in boxes, weighed and
labeled the boxes. After Easter the boxes of kits will be delivered to Texas
Lutheran University in Seguin, the area gathering point.
Refreshments were provided by Ellen Bridges, Nancy Kusenberger,
Ginny Stowell and Suzette Price. Betty Pomykal gave the devotion.
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Mrs. Michelle Esquivel is the kindergarten teacher at MacArthur
Park Lutheran School. When her students are tested at the end of
the year, they know 135 sight words. In public school, students
have learned an average of 40 sight words.
In addition to having a great teacher, Mrs. Esquivel’s Mac Park kindergarten students
have the advantage of getting to work with two volunteers.
Mrs. Virginia Stowell works with the students on Mondays and Wednesdays. She does
guided reading for 15-20 minutes with each student on each of the two days. She also
guides them in writing sentences.
Volunteer Mrs. Starla Sweda, who is also a school board member, gives her time
weekly to teach the kindergarten students “Handwriting without Tears.” She also
serves as a resource for the Mac Park faculty and staff on questions regarding occupational therapy that is her area of expertise.
Strengthening the Church for Mission and
Ministry in Costa Rica
The Costa Rican Lutheran Church (Iglesia
Luterana Costarricense, ILCO) centers much of
its mission on the most vulnerable populations – indigenous people, people living in
poverty, immigrants, and people who are ill, among others. The church is quite small,
but it’s reach is vast and, located in a region of the world that is dealing with significant
migrant challenges due to violence, its call is clear. The ELCA has committed to supporting this church (and the Lutheran Church in Honduras) and helping strengthen
these small churches that have such a significant impact. Read more about this project,
and consider the ways you and your congregation can support this work.
'Called, gathered and sent'
In the March issue of Living Lutheran, the cover story, "Called, gathered and sent,”
shares stories and pictures of ELCA missionaries serving around the world. From Bolivia, to Tanzania, to Australia, to the Holy Land, read more about the ways the ELCA is
sending missionaries to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ around the world.
Lutheran-Catholic joint observance of 500th anniversary of the Reformation
On March 2, the ELCA Conference of Bishops’ Ecumenical and Inter-Religious Committee and the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs Committee gathered for a Lutheran-Catholic service in Chicago. This was
a historic observance of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. Presiding Bishop
Elizabeth Eaton said, “The Lutheran-Roman Catholic joint prayer service, one of the
fruits of 50 years of dialogue between our two churches, was a beautiful celebration of
what we hold in common. We could see each other again as brothers and sisters in
Christ. I pray that our increasing unity is a witness to our culture."
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Stitches from the Quilters

Quilter “Dude” of the
Month: Bob Hunt (Part
XIII) Bob has other hobbies besides volunteering.
He enjoys hunting and
golfing. He was always
interested in traveling,
also. When he was growing up, from the time he
was 9 or 10 years old,
every summer his family
would choose a different
area of the United States
and Canada to explore. By
the time he was out of
school, he had been to 48
states. He has since completed his collection with
Alaska and Hawaii.
(Tune in on May for Part
XIV)

Donations-Here we see
Mary Ann Anderson and
Kay Elsasser going through
some quilting and sewing
panels that were donated to
the quilters. These were
donated by a friend of Barbara Ott. Kay and Mary
Ann are going to make
some of these articles and
give them to the Rummage
Sale. Thanks Barbara.

Making items for the Children’s Hospital- Well,
well, well, look who’s
here!!!!! Jan Kelly made
the mistake of asking Pat
Richmond if she, Jan, could
do something!!!!Those of
you who know Pat---you

know she NEVER passes
up an offer for help. Here
is Jan making sticker packages for the children!!!!
Those of you who know
that Jan is completely
blind—know that she folded these packages by feel,
rather than sight!!! Good
going Jan!!!!!

Stamping animals –
Every animal and everything else that goes out of
the quilters’ group is
stamped with “This was
made for you by the Quilters Guild at MacArthur
Park Lutheran Church (and
the address). Here we have
our newest quilter, Debbie
Osuna stamping animals
that are to go to the Methodist Children’s Hospital.
Keep up the good work,
Debbie!!!
Yours in Christ,
Mary Alice Rupard
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“Post”-ings from the Stamp Group
April 7, 2017:

6:15- Juniors
7:15 – Regular Meeting
7:30 – “Show and Tell”

April 8, 2017:

9:30 a.m. – Saturday Boursette – Baby Bourse –
Bldg#6 – Buy,sell, trade!

April 14, 2017: NO MEETING – GOOD FRIDAY
April 21, 2017: 7:30 – Auction – Come get good bargains !!!!!!
April 28, 2017: 7:30 – Bourse –Buy, sell and/or trade!!!!!!!

Congratulations also to Claudia and Cory Torkelson on the
birth of Stella on March 4 at 1:40 pm. She weighed 6 lbs 11 oz
and was 19.75 inches long. Stella is also welcomed by her
brother Elijah.
Our Christian sympathy to Rhea Clouse on the recent death
of her sister Jean Ross, and to Pastor Nelson and Myriam
Velazquez on the recent death of his father.

Lutheran Campus Ministry in San Antonio’s
5TH ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT
Saturday, May 20 at Northern Hills Golf Club
8:00 am Check-In ~~ 8:30 am Tee Time
$95 includes golf, lunch, donation to LMCSA
Registration deadline is Friday, May 12. Registration
forms at: www.lcmsa.org, click on “Golf Tournament”.
For more info, contact Tia Mathre-Adams, Lutheran
Campus Ministry Director, tadams@zionsa.org or 210-489-0231.
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RECORD OF ATTENDANCE
Service

Mar 5

Mar 12

Mar 19

Mar 26

TOTAL

8:30am

213

55

55

69

392

10:45am

64

71

70

68

273

Offering

$5,361.00

$4,343.05

$4,432.00

$3,112.00

$17,248.05

Sunday
School

Lutheran
Schools Wk
Reception

31

22

17

70

Wed., 3/1: attendance 89; offering $1,503.00
Wed., 3/8: attendance 42; offering $ 320.45

Wed., 3/15: attendance 39; offering $162.00
Wed., 3/22: attendance 33; offering $514.00

NOTE: The offering totals listed above are the amounts received at the worship
services. They do not reflect contributions received through the Simply Giving
program or automatic bank drafts.

PRAYER REQUESTS
Please pray for the following:
Claire Broyles; Dewey Johnson; Alan
Kirk; Jerry Lockett (Dale Lockett’s
father); Ryan Nunn; James Peters; Carlo
Reyes; Sylvia Sieberns (Carol Couffer’s
sister/stage 4 lung cancer); Paula Sturm;
David VanLydegraf; Jodi Vlasak; and
Baby Emily.
Those undergoing chemo and/or
radiation treatments: Collin Cash;
Beverly Frank; Miriam Miller; Rob
Milliman, Jr.; and Montsho.

Dan and Sheryl Bierstedt
Removed home phone
His cell: 210-724-6052
Her cell: 210-685-6835
Michael Aguirre
email address changed to:
snowdust1953@att.net

2903 Nacogdoches Rd.
San Antonio, TX 78217
church: (210) 824-7135
fax: (210) 826-5146
school (210) 822-5374
Website: macparkelca.org
Email:
macparklutheran@satx.rr.com
-or- officemacpark@satx.rr.com
A congregation of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America
www.elca.org

Welcome to MacArthur Park Lutheran Church and School
† MacArthur Park invites you for Sunday worship. †
Our Worship Schedule
8:30 ~ 9:30 am 1st Service with Holy Communion
10:45 ~ 11:45 am 2nd Service with Holy Communion
Lutheran Hispano-Latino Spanish services at 9:30 am with Holy Communion
every Sunday in our chapel. All Spanish speaking (first or second language)
welcome to share the joy of the Spirit.
Website: www.pilhlsa.com/home
† Christian Education opportunities for ages 2 – adult at 9:45 a.m. †
† Our School has a Christian environment for students ages 18 months–1st Grade †
2016 — 2017 Congregation Council
Beth Borstad, President
Melissa French Stephenson, Vice President
Ellen Bridges, Secretary
Maureen Folkerts, Treasurer

Renee Edmondson, Sending Chair
Bill Sweda, Support Chair
Sheryl Bierstedt, Inviting Chair
Courtney Grove, Equipping Chair
Virginia Stowell, School Board Rep.

Church & School Staff
Deadline for May
2017 newsletter is:
Thurs., Apr. 20, 2017

Like us on Facebook

Senior Pastor: Paul Ziese
Associate Pastor: Heather Hansen
School Director: Carla Lockett
Music Director: Leigh Anne Seitter
Choir Director: Carla Lockett
Youth Choir Director: Melissa French-Stephenson
Property Manager: Kevin Ott
Care Coordinator: Betty Pomykal
Sextant: Jean Schriever

Home:
Cell:
Home:
Home:
Home:
Cell:
Cell:
Home:
Cell:

Assistant Sextant: Sara Milam
Volunteer Coordinator: Suzette Price
Administrative Asst.: Debbie Kennedy

Cell: (210) 355-8100
Home: (210) 655-3833
Cell: (210) 325-8817

We’re on the web!
www.macparkelca.org

(210) 826-3071
(210) 317-8509
(210) 824-2322
(210) 497-7113
(210) 824-2322
(210) 316-9404
(210) 885-8959
(210) 822-7055
(210) 860-1688

MacArthur Park Lutheran Church
2903 Nacogdoches Road
San Antonio, TX 78217-4595

