V o l u m e 5 8 ~ I ss u e 1

Messenger
Dear Friend of MacArthur
Park Lutheran Church and
School,
The executive/personnel
committee has worked
with me and Pastor
Heather to develop my
eight work goals for 20182019. These goals, which
are not in numeric order,
will help all of us know
where I am to put priority
effort over the next year.
1. Focus on a yearround stewardship program, including financial
stewardship and stewardship of time and talent.
2. In conjunction with
the school director, connect with school families.
3. Identify needs in the
community by getting to
know community leaders
and members.
4. Continue visibility
of mainline Protestants in
San Antonio and represent
MacArthur Park Lutheran
Church and School in the
city.
5. Continue to make
self-care a priority.
6. Work with the Christian Education Committee
in providing educational

opportunities for the congregation.
6. Work with the Property manager on stewardship
of church and school facilities.
7. Work in conjunction
with Pastor Hansen to ensure pastoral care for the
congregation.
8. In addition to these
specific goals, I will continue to do the routine things I
usually do such as preach,
attend meetings, write
blogs, supervise staff, and
the like.
One of my next steps
will be to meet with key
staff and volunteers to
make sure their goals are
consistent
with
mine.
Some of the goals of Pastor
Hansen have also changed
and we will need to make
some adjustments in responsibilities.
I thank the leadership of
the congregation for helping enumerate these goals.
These are challenging times
in many ways and clarity of
goals is essential.
I suggest you channel
any feedback to me, President Beth Borstad, or

March
2018
Suzette Price on the Mutual Ministry Committee.
May God richly bless
you as we prepare to celebrate the Resurrection of
Our Lord.
Peace,
Pastor Paul

Turn clocks AHEAD before
going to bed on Sat., March 10
– Daylight Saving Time begins
March 11
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MacArthur Park Lutheran School
The School has been busy the last few
months. We have completed our first
Clothing Sale, Re-Enrollment is underway and Lutheran Schools Week kicks
off Sunday, March 4.
Lutheran Schools Week is an important
week for our school as well as Lutheran
Schools all over the country. We are all
celebrating the importance of education
along with a Christian learning environment. Our school educates children ages
18 months through First Grade. Currently, there are 70 children enrolled at Mac
Park. Our students’ days are filled with
age appropriate curriculum, music,
library, and daily chapel. With 55 years
of service to this neighborhood we are
seeing second generation students! A
week rarely goes by that someone
doesn’t relate a story of someone who
attended our school. So often, those
stories end with how successful former
students have become. Early childhood
education is so important, and its benefits
are seen repeatedly in research. Please
celebrate with us and plan to attend our
open house Sunday, March 4 immediately following the first service. Come see
how your support of MPLS is helping
“live the gospel and change the world”.
Many thanks to everyone who donated to
our first ever Clothing Sale. It was very
successful. Because of its success, we
are planning to repeat the event next

spring. Everyone’s continued support
is greatly appreciated.
Please watch your bulletin for more
upcoming events at the school and as
always, tell a friend about our school.
Open enrollment will begin March 1
for the 2018-2019 school year.
Sincerely,
MPLS Staff and Students
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Congregation Council Meeting Minutes ~ February 20, 2018
In attendance: Beth Borstad, Melissa French Stephenson, Ellen Bridges, Maureen
Folkerts, Courtney Grove, Jeanette Pierce, James Vlasak, Sheryl Bierstedt, Virginia
Stowell, Pastor Paul Ziese, Pastor Heather Hansen, and Hannah Hansen.
Beth led the devotion based on the Leadership Investment Team book, Ask, Thank, Tell,
chapter 5. The meeting was called to order at 6:35 PM. The group reaffirmed our commitment to the Purpose Statement and Guiding Principles.
Actions:
• The January 23, 2018 minutes were approved as written with a motion by Sheryl
and second by Maureen.
• A written financial report was received from Treasurer Maureen Folkerts.
January operating receipts for the church were $28,154.35 and total expenses
were $29,224.73 with a net deficit of $1,070.28. Year to date operating receipts
were $160,113.39 and total expenses were $157,599.33 with a net surplus of
$2,514.06. The school had operating receipts of $31,502.09 and total expenses
were $27,366.29 for a net surplus of $4,135.80. Year to date operating receipts
were $172,635.35 and total expenses were $148,860.54 with a net surplus of
$23,774.81.
• Pastoral acts report received: Funeral service for Georgia Nisi by Pastor Paul
Ziese 1/25/2018.
Discussions:
• Report from Pastor Heather: At Pastor Heather’s recommendation Council agreed
that a “Safety Task Force” be appointed to address safety preparedness for MPLC/
MPLS. The task force will work under the Support Chair, Property Committee.
Four individuals were identified who be invited to serve on the task force. Pastor
Heather reported that there will be only one Sunday worship service starting
Memorial Day weekend (5/27/18) going through God’s Work/Our Hands Sunday
(9/9/18). Worship Services at MPLC on Easter Sunday will be at 8:00 and
10:45, with breakfast and Easter egg hunt at 9:30. Pastor Paul will be preaching at
both services. Also noted, help is needed at the Easter Sunrise service at the
Arneson Theater. Regarding the monthly Saturday evening service, we need to
think about how we want to proceed with this worship service. There was discussion of a “Bright Sunday” or “Holy Hilarity Sunday” (a fun/joyful worship
service) after Easter, which could coincide with the beginning of the Stewardship
Campaign.
• Report from Pastor Paul: Pastor Paul noted that the Endowment Committee will
need to meet. They will begin work in March 2018.
(Continued on Page 3.)
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• Mission Team Reports were accepted: Written reports were distributed. Council
was reminded to review the Property Usage Report provided by the Support Chair.
• Pastor Heather and Jeanette are planning a recognition of the Meals on Wheels
group with recognition at both worship services and a reception at 9:30. The date
to be determined.
• Review/revision of MPLC policies is an ongoing process. Council will review a
policy each month until all have been addressed. Beth will compile a list of
monthly policies.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 with closing prayer.
Respectfully submitted, Ellen Bridges, Congregation Council Secretary

LOOKING TOWARD LENT AND HOLY WEEK
Mid-Week Lenten Services continue each Wednesday through March 21
12:15 pm Traditional Service in the Sanctuary
6:30 pm Evening Prayer Service in the Chapel or Fireside Room
There will be no meals this year. Light refreshments will be served after the
evening service.
Maundy Thursday Worship – March 29 at 6:30 pm with Holy Communion. Time
for private confession with Pastors Ziese or Hansen can be scheduled for this
day through the church office. Times can be scheduled beginning at 4:30 pm.
Good Friday Worship – March 30 at 6:30 pm in the Sanctuary
Easter Vigil – March 31 at 5:30 pm in the Fireside Room
Easter Sunday – April 1
7:00 am Sunrise Service at Arneson River Theatre

8:00 & 10:45 am Worship Services with Holy Communion (here in
our sanctuary)
9:30 am Breakfast served in our Fireside Room
Activities for children: 9:30 am Easter Egg Hunt

M e ss e n g e r

Page 5

Safety and Security for MacArthur Park Lutheran
In light of many recent events, new laws, and the anxiety these two have brought to our
country and our world, churches now need to look seriously at the safety of their buildings and public spaces and develop more detailed plans in the event of an emergency.
Mac Park started this procedure about a year and a half ago, and some new plans we
have already implemented. The purpose of this article is to share with the congregation
what we have already done, and what our continued plan is at this time.
First, in the fall of 2016, we had our SAFFE officer (our community police officer)
come to our campus, look around, and make suggestions for how to better secure the
property. The good news on this visit was that there was little he could suggest that our
fantastic property manager, Kevin Ott, hadn’t already taken care of. We have lights in
all the places we need to, bushes and other “hiding places” are trimmed and in most areas will not cover an individual wishing to hide. Our fences are open and don’t obscure
views into the inner portions of our campus, and our doors are well secured, even
though there are many. You may have noticed that recently we installed crash bars on
the two front sanctuary doors so that during worship, all the doors can be locked, yet
people may still exit the church from any door in the event of a fire or other emergency.
We added a safety and security training segment to usher training this year. At least
one usher per service has been asked to keep an eye on the parking lot for anyone who
might be coming up to the church with a weapon, and fortunately, our sanctuary door
windows allow for great vision across most of the parking lot for extended time to alert
the congregation of dangers. Ushers have also been instructed that anyone who tries to
come in openly carrying a weapon will be asked to take their weapon back to their
vehicle and if the request is denied, to call 911.
The preschool has its own set of very detailed safety and security plans, and as part of
the final portion of their plan, we are installing a new phone system to link the school
and church buildings, classrooms and offices much more closely together and insure
good communication all over the campus.
Finally, our council has approved the creation of a safety and security task force which
will review and continue to develop our plans and policies as the future necessitates.
Please know that our leaders value the balance of being a welcoming congregation as
well as protecting those who come to gather in these physical spaces. Plans have been
made not out of fear, but to reduce the anxiety of our people so that we may gather for
worship in a safe and loving place.
If you have any questions about the safety and security of our congregation, please let
either Pastor Ziese, Pastor Heather, or James Vlasak, (our council member who oversees
property issues) know. We can relay your questions and concerns to the task force and
we will continue to update the congregation as needed in order to address any worries!
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Women’s group will meet March 8

Lutheran World Relief personal
care kits to be assembled
Seventy Lutheran World Relief personal care kits will be assembled at the March 8
meeting of the MacArthur Park Lutheran Church women’s group. All women are invited to help put the kits together at 7 p.m. in the Fireside Room.
Each kit will contain a bath towel, a toothbrush, a comb, nail clippers and two four
ounce bars of soap. A Thrivent Action Team grant provided the funds to purchase four
of the items. Susan Rath is supplying the toothbrushes.
The women will assemble the kits, pack them in boxes, weigh and label the boxes.
After Easter the boxes of kits will be delivered to Texas Lutheran University in Seguin
that is the area gathering point.
Refreshments will be provided by Patty Raney and Suzette Price. Susan Rath will
give the devotion.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS HAVE RESUMED TO:
Monday – Wednesday
9:00 am – 12:00 noon
1:00 – 4:00 pm
Thursday and Friday

David and Melissa (French) Stephenson
Deleted home phone ~ cell #s below
Melissa: 210-316-9404 & David: 210-316-9424
Jamie LaFuente
email: jamielafuente@sbcglobal.net
Bob & Sylvia Seiler
email: sylviajane1937@gmail.com
David & Pamela Phillips
15107 Spring Water Cir., SA (78247)
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The quilt top made by Bernice Raney has netted $5,611.10
for MacArthur Park Lutheran School. The winner of the
quilt is MacArthur Park Lutheran Church member Mary
Alice Rupard. Ironically, she is the one who did all the
actual quilting stitches on the quilt!
In 2017, Thrivent members directed $826 worth of Choice Dollars to MacArthur
Park Lutheran Church and $854 worth of Choice Dollars to MacArthur Park Lutheran
School. The deadline for Thrivent members to direct their Choice Dollars for 2017 is
March 31, 2018. If you need help to do so, please check with your Thrivent Congregational Advocate Suzette Price.
The newly published book “Unplanned” by Mac Park Church member Brenda
Kusenberger is available on Amazon as a paperback and as Kindle book. The book
is about a difficult time in the life of a young adult.

News Around Mac Park
Our Christian sympathy to Dale and Carol Couffer on the death of his brother Bill;
also to Linda Kavanagh and Emily Nisi on the death of their sister/mother Georgia Nisi;
and to Hallie and Max Guevara on the death of her sister Ruby; and to family and friends
of Harriet Barosh who passed away Feb. 18; and to Mary Ann Anderson on the death of
her grandson Blake Jackson.
Congratulations to Linda and Tom Kavanagh on the birth of their 8th great grandchild
Nora Rose born Feb. 21 to Jessica and Gerry Irwin in Pittsburgh, PA. She weighed 8 lbs.
7 oz.
A note from The Agape Ministry: “Thank you so much for your generous gift in
December. Every bit helps to keep our ministry serving those in the northeast area of the
city. Blessings on you all.”
The Vistalite for March can be found at www.swtsynod.org/thevistalite or copies are
available on the table in the back area of the church. The Vistalite replaces the printed
copy of The Vista newspaper. It is composed of one sheet, front-and-back, to celebrate
past events and anticipate upcoming events. The electronic version will contain links to
other articles and to the synod website for more details. Pastor Julie Rowe, the synod's
Communication Coordinator, will be the editor for The Vistalite. To submit articles her
for consideration, please email them to communications@swtsynod.org. Please note that
this communication tool is also supported by the synod's eNews, a weekly email that
provides updates on various events, articles, etc. Anyone can sign up for eNews
at www.swtsynod.org/enews.
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Stitches from the Quilters

Quilter of the Month
Mary Alice Rupard
Mary and Jack moved to
San Antonio. From 1983
-1992, Mary was manager of the Commissary
Deli and Bakery at Randolph AFB.
Mary was not only
the oldest of 4 children,
but she and Jack have 5
children, 14 grandchildren,
9 great-grandchildren and
3 great great grandchildren. (Boy! Wouldn’t you hate to wash
dishes for their Thanksgiving Dinner?!!!!)
(Part IV in April)

“Bernice Raney’s Double Wedding Ring Quilt”
winner: You can see
from the picture above
that the quilting gang are
presenting the winner
(Mary Rupard) with the
quilt she won. Mary did
all the quilting on the
quilt, she won it and Jan
Kelly (who is completely
blind)—drew the ticket.
Mac
Park
Lutheran
School netted $5,611.10
from the sale of tickets
for the quilt. Thanks to
everybody
for
your
amazing support in this
matter.

New item for the children in the Methodist
Children’s Hospital.
Here we have a picture of our resident game
designer (Joshua Laney).
He is working on our
newest item for the hospital. We are taking all
calendar pages, cutting
them from the binding,
laminating them and cutting them apart for puzzles. Joshua and his
mother Debbie Osuna
thought of this game!! I
personally really like the
idea. Sooooooo we are in
the market for all sizes
and ages of calendars.
Bring your calendars
to the Senior Building #6
give them to the quilters,
the Bible study bunch or
the gamers who meet on
Thursday. Just bring
them and they will make
their way to the quilters!!
Thanks!!!
Yours in Christ,
Pat Richmond and
Mary Alice Rupard
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“Post”-ings from the Stamp Group
March 2, 2018: 6:15 – Juniors
7:15 – Regular meeting
7:30 – “Show and Tell” – bring something
interesting to share.
March 3, 2018: 9:30 – Saturday boursette – Small bourse – Building #6, Also Library
Day
March 9, 2018: 7:00 – Auction – Find good bargains
March 16, 2018: 7:30 – “Somalia” by Chip Swinny (See program notes)
March 23, 2018: 7:00 – Bourse – Buy, sell and or trade—find great bargains!!!!!!
March 30, 2018 – NO MEETING-EASTER
Program Notes ~ “Somalia on Stamps”
by “Chip” Swinny
March 16, 2018
Chip tells me that he has chosen Somalia because they have been occupied so many
times and by so many countries. The stamps of Somalia promise to be entertaining and
very educational.
“Chip” has always given us an interesting program in the past, especially with his
collection of cards. Since “Chip” is a high school History and Geography teacher, I for
one am looking forward to his presentation. OK, “Chip”, the stage is all yours. We are
anxious to hear you!!!!
Yours in Philately, Pat Richmond
Words cannot begin to express my sincere gratitude
to everyone for your prayers, cards, gifts, visits,
phone calls, and love expressed during my recent fall
and recovery. The Lord was certainly busy answering
your petitions as I am recovering very well! And a
huge thank you to the staff and many other people
who worked in the church office, accomplishing so
many tasks in my absence. It is such a blessing to
work with such a caring and loving congregation.
~God’s blessings, Debbie Kennedy

M e ss e n g e r

Page 11

RECORD OF ATTENDANCE
Service

Feb 4

Feb 11

Feb 18

Feb 25

TOTAL

8:30am

52

59

64

52

227

10:45am

47

59

70

67

243

Offering

$4,479.00

$5,292.00

$4,424.27

$4,246.01

$18,441.28

Sunday
School

12

18

19

18

67

2/14 Ash Wednesday: attendance = 81, offering = $564.00
2/21 Wed. Lenten Services: 12:15 attendance = 8, 6:30 attendance = 36, offering = $91.75
2/28 Wed. Lenten Services: 12:15 attendance = 8, 6:30 attendance = 28, offering = $78.00
2/24 Sat. Evening Worship: attendance = 8
NOTE: The offering totals listed above are the amounts received at the worship services.
They do not reflect contributions received through the Simply Giving program or automatic
bank drafts.

PRAYER REQUESTS
Please pray for the following:
Annie Brogan, Rev. Carl
Fredrickson, Annice Guenther,
Nancy Kusenberger, Ryan
Nunn, James Peters, Virgil
Peterson, Bill Sweda, and
David VanLydegraf
Those undergoing chemo
and/or radiation treatments: Collin
Cash; Miriam Miller; Rob Milliman, Jr.;
and Sylvia Sieberns (Carol Couffer’s
sister)

PASTORAL ACTS
1/25/2018: Funeral service for
Georgia Nisi – by Pastor Paul
Ziese
2/22/2018: Funeral service for
Harriet Barosh – Pastors Paul
Ziese and Heather Hansen

MEMORIALS
HARRIET BAROSH: Suzanne
Brown, Betty McChristy and Lucille
Stremmel

2903 Nacogdoches Rd.
San Antonio, TX 78217
church: (210) 824-7135
fax: (210) 826-5146
school (210) 822-5374
Website: macparkelca.org
Email:
macparklutheran@satx.rr.com
-or- officemacpark@satx.rr.com
A congregation of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America
www.elca.org

Welcome to MacArthur Park Lutheran Church and School
† MacArthur Park invites you for Sunday worship. †
Our Worship Schedule

8:30 ~ 9:30 am 1st Service with Holy Communion
10:45 ~ 11:45 am 2nd Service with Holy Communion
† Christian Ed opportunities for grade 1 – adult at 9:45 am †
† Last Saturday of each month at 5:30 pm: Food, fellowship and worship †

† Our School has a Christian environment for students ages 18 months–1st Grade †
Lutheran Hispano-Latino Spanish services at 9:30 am with Holy Communion
every Sunday in our chapel. All Spanish speaking (first or second language)
welcome to share the joy of the Spirit.
Website: www.pilhlsa.com/home
2017 — 2018 Congregation Council
Beth Borstad, President
Melissa French Stephenson, Vice President
Ellen Bridges, Secretary
Maureen Folkerts, Treasurer
Hannah Hansen, Youth Rep

Jeanette Pierce, Sending Chair
James Vlasak, Support Chair
Sheryl Bierstedt, Inviting Chair
Courtney Grove, Equipping Chair
Virginia Stowell, School Mission Team

Church & School Staff
Deadline for April.
2018 newsletter is:
Wed., March 21, 2018

Like us on Facebook

Senior Pastor: Paul Ziese
Associate Pastor: Heather Hansen
School Director: Carla Lockett
Music Director: Leigh Anne Seitter
Choir Director: Carla Lockett
Youth Choir Director: Melissa French-Stephenson
Property Manager: Kevin Ott
Care Coordinator: Betty Pomykal
Sextant: Jean Schriever

Home:
Cell:
Home:
Home:
Home:
Cell:
Cell:
Home:
Cell:

Assistant Sextant: Sara Milam
Volunteer Coordinator: Suzette Price
Administrative Asst.: Debbie Kennedy

Cell: (210) 355-8100
Home: (210) 655-3833
Cell: (210) 325-8817

We’re on the web!
www.macparkelca.org

(210) 826-3071
(210) 317-8509
(210) 824-2322
(210) 497-7113
(210) 824-2322
(210) 316-9404
(210) 885-8959
(210) 822-7055
(210) 860-1688

MacArthur Park Lutheran Church
2903 Nacogdoches Road
San Antonio, TX 78217-4595

