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Andy, son of ECS teacher, Diane Cox, graduated from Eastwood in
2001, from Samford University in 2004 with a B.A. in Religion and a
Minor in Classical Greek, from The Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary in 2008 with a Master of Divinity in Biblical Studies. He is
now a Ph.D. Candidate and Teaching Fellow at Fordham University
in the Christianity in Antiquity program. Andy’s dissertation focuses
on the way Paul uses "mystery" language in 1&2 Corinthians in
connection with his theology of strength and weakness in Christ. He
recently had an article accepted for publication in a peer-reviewed
journal, the Journal for the Study of the New Testament. The article
is titled, "Tongue-tied and Taunted: Paul, Poor Rhetoric, and Paltry
Leadership in 2 Corinthians 5:13" and argues that the Greek word
for "beside ourselves" does not refer to Paul's ecstatic experiences,
contrary to the scholarly consensus. Andy traces the history of the
term as it is used in contexts of Greek rhetorical education and
preparation for civic leadership. He concludes that although Paul's
opponents have accused him of being unfit for leadership in Corinth
because of his lack of sophistication, he proclaims boldly that his
weaknesses are his greatest asset, for they allow the glory of God to
shine through him.
Andy is currently in the 4th year of his program and hopes to defend
his dissertation in May 2015. Andy’s wife, Lauren, is pregnant with
their first child, Abigail Elizabeth, who is due on May 31.
Lauren is a Ministry Fellow with Christian Union (at Yale University),
a ministry to Ivy League University students, which aims to
strengthen the next generation of world leaders in their walk with
Christ. The Ballards currently reside in Norwalk, CT.

Andy and Lauren

