Strive for the Highest:
Advancing the
Queen’s Vision for
Today’s Hawai‘i
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We will

create stronger, relevant

linkages from Queen Emma’s vision to our school.

Hawai‘i’s great Queen Emma envisioned equal access to
education for girls. Nearly one hundred and fifty years later,
the school she founded in 1867 is among Hawai‘i’s premier
college preparatory programs for girls. Now, The Priory is
the focal point for a bold new kind of learning experience.
Challenged in the classroom, engaged with the community,
and connected with the global challenges of the 21st century,
Priory students graduate prepared to have a real and lasting
impact on a rapidly changing world.

We will

expand on our heritage

and expertise in differentiated, single gender learning.

Hawai‘i’s Queen Emma was a tireless advocate for social
justice. Today, the evidence is clear: Traditional learning
models are failing our boys, especially in the critical
primary years, and drop outs in Hawai‘i and across the
nation are rising at an alarming rate. St. Andrew’s has
proven success and leadership in delivering challenging
academics with highly individualized learning. For
families of boys in grades K-5, St. Andrew’s Prep offers a
compelling alternative—a chance to start smart, stay
strong, and go far.
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We will

develop programs

designed to leverage our unique location and provide an

education that is relevant to the realities of the marketplace.
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We will

develop international

and intercultural programs both for international students
and Priory students that will expand our global outreach
and provide a more diverse learning environment for

our students.
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We will

leverage and expand the

Priory ‘s commitment to technology by delivering a high
quality educational experience to an expanded audience.
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We will

increase student access to

our schools and be a leader in communicating the importance
of differentiated learning on O‘ahu, Hawai‘i, the US mainland,
and our international community.

At Queen Emma PreSchool, we nurture a love of learning
through the joy of play. Every child is born with an innate
curiosity, and each encounters the world with a unique
sense of wonder. Encouraging their development as
unique individuals, we help them channel their wonder
and curiosity toward a love of learning and a life of
joyful discovery.

F R E Q U E N T LY A S K E D Q U E S T I O N S

Why did the Priory do a Strategic Plan?
Strategic planning is an important activity for any organization and is a
routine part of our accreditation cycle. Additionally, the environment for
education is rapidly changing with the rapid development of new technologies
and the globalization of education, it is important for us to periodically revisit
our mission and core programs in context of the changing environment.
What are the key elements of the Priory’s Strategic Plan?
1. Our renewed commitment to the unique educational needs of girls and the
need for single gender educational opportunities
2. Affirmation of our commitment to Queen Emma’s vision to provide access
to education to underserved populations
3. Expansion of our mission to individualized education for boys in grades K-5
for whom research has shown are falling significantly behind in achievement
4. Recognition of our role in developing our students into global citizens
5. Our culture of innovation and agility in creating new ways to learn — such
as Priory in the City and iPriory.
Does this mean the Priory is going co-ed?
No. Girls and boys learn differently and we embrace those differences by
offering separate classrooms that facilitate unique styles of teaching appropriate for each gender. Girls and boys will not attend classes together, instead
instruction is tailored specifically for how girls learn and how boys learn.
Will girls and boys mix during the day at all?
All core academic instruction will be separate as will PE. Before and after
school care will be mixed as well as some field trips. Girls and boys will share
dining areas, playground and athletic facilities at different times and we are
exploring whether languages and the arts might be combined.
What about going beyond 5th grade for boys?
There are no plans to go beyond grade 5 for boys. There is no opportunity in
the state of Hawai‘i for boys K-5 to attend a school tailored specifically for the
needs of boys. We are inspired by our founder Queen Emma to fill this gap in
the educational system.
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KŪLIA I KA NU‘U

Strive for the Highest
At The St. Andrew’s Schools, we draw inspiration from Queen Emma,
whose progressive vision greatly expanded educational equality in Hawai‘i.
Founded in 1867, St. Andrew’s Priory, is one of Hawai‘i’s premier college
preparatory programs for girls. At Queen Emma PreSchool, boys and girls
prepare for success in school and life. Now, with the establishment of
St. Andrew’s Preparatory School for Boys, we are bringing our many years
of leadership in individualized learning to bear on one of the most
urgent challenges facing America today: the education of boys.
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