
A publication of The Jewish Federation of the Sacramento Region

These aren,t
    your Bubbe,s 

Hamentaschen
ONE DOZEN
DELICIOUS PURIM CREATIONS

TO MAKE WITH YOUR FAMILY AND SHARE IN  
YOUR MISHLOACH MANOT! 

AD
AR

-N
IS
SA

N
M
AR

17

57
7
7

PURIM 5777



2 | the VOICE | MARCH 2017

11 | the VOICE | MARCH 2017

These aren,t
    your Bubbe,s 

Hamentaschen
ONE DOZEN
DELICIOUS PURIM CREATIONS

TO MAKE WITH YOUR FAMILY AND SHARE IN  
YOUR MISHLOACH MANOT! 

PURIM 5777

Northern California Premiere of “Time Capsule 
in a Milk Can” Comes to Sacramento

Celebrating Shoshana’s Bat Mitzvah  
& the Power of One

Piecing Together History Through Political 
Memorabilia

7 17

INSIDE THIS ISSUE…

11

8

PAGE 9

Two Jews. Many Opinions.

PAGE 18 

New Chico Rabbi Officially Installed

PAGE 19 

Sac Native Awarded 2-Year Fellowship with 
Hebrew Union College-Joint Distribution 
Committee Initiative

PAGE 21

Calendar



3 | the VOICE | MARCH 2017

the VOICE is a publication of The Jewish 
Federation of the Sacramento Region. 

The Jewish Federation of the Sacramento Region
2130 21st St., | Sacramento, CA 95818  
Phone: 916-486-0906  |  Fax: 916-441-1662 
Email: federation@jewishsac.org
Website: jewishsac.org 

Executive Director  |  William (Willie) J.L. Recht 
916-486-0906  |  wrecht@jewishsac.org

Managing Editor  |  Elissa Einhorn 
eeinhorn@jewishsac.org  

Designer  |  ImagePoint  |  ipointdesign@mac.com

Board of Trustees 
Executive Committee: Carol Loew, President; 
David Poisner, Secretary; Gil Allon, Treasurer; 
Jack Mador, Campaign Chair; Deborah Gonzalez, 
President Elect; Barry Broad, Past President 
Members-At-Large: Cliff Berg, Robert Dresser, 
Don Gilbert, Neil Levy, Ralph Lubick, Bruce 
Pomer, and Sue Sperber 

the VOICE is published four times annually 
by Gold Country Media. Opinions expressed 
herein do not necessarily reflect those of the 
Jewish Federation. We are not responsible 
for the kashrut of any advertiser’s product 
or establishment. the VOICE reserves 
the right to refuse advertising or any 
submissions for publication. The publication of 
a paid advertisement does not constitute an 
endorsement of any candidate, political party, or 
political position by the Jewish Federation.

What an amazing experience to be part of the real inside 
of the Jewish Federation. Just when you think you have 
heard the story that has touched your heart the most, a 
more meaningful story comes your way.

Although most of the recipients of our services are not 
identified to me, once in a great while I get to meet 
them. The names are not as important as the emotion 
that we witness when we create a safe answer to allay 
the fears and worries of those asking for help.

Here are a few of the many stories that I would like 
to share.

I met Walter after a meeting at our office. He was 
friendly, charming, and seemed to be quite comfortable 
stopping by. When he left, I asked about him. Seems that 
Walter was a recipient of Jewish Family Services during 
a crisis time in his life. As his life returned to normal, 
he started stopping by our office on a regular basis to 
leave a donation. He wanted to show his gratitude for 
what we did for him and he want to be sure he helped 
another person in need. Walter is not a member of our 
Jewish Community but certainly our friend. 

A young couple from Los Angeles new to Sacramento 
didn’t have family or friends in this area. They decided 
to reach out to PJ Library to connect with other young 
families. Our staff came to the rescue. We connected 
them with other PJ parents and suddenly Sacramento 
became a warm and welcoming place.

A visit to Leisure League is filled with love, appreciation, 
and stories. On one of my visits to Or Rishon, I had the 
pleasure of dancing with an elderly gentleman that 
introduced himself to me as King David (I wonder what 
his name really is!). Then I wandered into the kitchen to 
visit with several of the amazing women who attend and 
pay for Leisure League lunch, but also love to pitch in 
and help. 

For an activist, the Jewish Community Relations Council 
is the right place to get your adrenaline going. I have 
my own story about what it felt like to be an American 
Jewish woman standing at a microphone at a Capital 
hearing to state my support of the anti-BDS (Boycott, 
Divestment, and Sanctions) bill. I have never felt such 
pride about the freedoms allowed in our wonderful 
country.

The Many Stories  
 of the River City 

My first public speaking engagement as Federation 
Board President was to welcome the honorees and their 
parents of the annual Schwab-Rosenhouse Memorial 
Scholarship Fund. I was so nervous, but the moment I 
greeted the young students and their proud parents, I felt 
like I was in a room filled with friends. What a joy to see 
the pride of each parent and the joy on the faces of the 
students. I can hardly wait until next year. Each student 
left asking for a picture and a hug. 

Our Committee on Inclusion and Disabilities is led by two 
amazing women and their skilled and dedicated team. 
It wasn’t until I attended their first meeting of the year 
and listened to the scope of need that they provide, 
that I realized how great the need is for this resource. 
To quote the mother of a boy who has a disability, “You 
have no idea what it meant to me to watch my son as 
a Bar Mitzvah. It was the support of my community that 
made this all happen. Since my son’s Bar Mitzvah, many 
other children with special needs have been called to the 
bimah. Without the Federation, I don’t believe we would 
have gotten the community support.”

This is just a small sampling of the stories in the River 
City. I am thrilled to have the best volunteer job ever as 
it allows me to be part of the organization that makes all 
of this happen for our community and will continue to do 
so with your support. None of this would be happening 
without the leadership of our Executive Director, Willie 
Recht, and his group of magicians: Adelita Dizdarevic, 
Program and Campaign Manager; Medina Majanovic, 
Office Manager; Rebecca Ray, Community Social Worker; 
Rikki Kass, PJ Library Coordinator; Deborah Meltzer, 
Leisure League Coordinator; and Daisy, our office mascot. 
Special thanks to our extraordinary Board members who 
contribute their valuable time and expertise.

When you hear from us and we ask for your gift, please 
remember Walter, the connected young couple, King 
David and his court of seniors, the young scholars, the 
Bar Mitzvah boy and his grateful family, and know that 
each and every day we are working to strengthen and 
connect our Jewish community. We welcome your visits, 
your input, your volunteer time, and your support of our 
meaningful services.

See you at 2130 21st St.!

Carol Loew is the President of the Jewish Federation. She 
may be reached at carolloew1@aol.com.
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It has been almost four months since I began my professional journey with the 
Jewish Federation of the Sacramento Region, and I must be honest with you—I 
still get excited every time I look at one of my business cards, or am being 
introduced, and hear, or see, the words Executive Director.

Nine years ago, when I decided to leave the world of for-profit work to pursue 
my passion for the Jewish community, Israel, and equality, I did so not for large 
paychecks or fancy titles—I made this decision because this work is who I am. 
This work is what I believe in, and it is how I feel that I can make a difference in 
our community, to help those less fortunate than me, to sustain our culture and 
traditions, and to provide a voice for those whose voice has been silenced. 

As I was thinking about what I wanted to share with you this issue, aside from 
my confession, I have been focused on what “leadership” means, and how, 
during these unprecedented times—both socially and politically—I want to 
lead. And, more importantly, what is the role of the organization I have been 
asked to lead?

During my research and contemplation, I came across a very wise thought 
that my predecessor shared with you years ago in her column: “management 
is doing things right” and “leadership is doing the right things.” There is the old 
saying that with great power comes great responsibility, and while I may not 
have “great power,” the sense of responsibility I feel has never been stronger. 
Good leaders need to have social and emotional intelligence. They need to 
continually engage in self-reflection, education, and observation. Leaders 
need to be ethical and hold onto a solid understanding of who they are, along 
with a clear sense of direction and purpose. Good leaders must be able to 
see other perspectives and value the ability to help their partners reach their 
fullest potential. 

If Federations wants to remain as the central address of the Jewish community, 
as they have for more than 100 years, it is imperative that we step up 
and reclaim this leadership role. There are 20,000 Jews in the Sacramento 
region and 13 million of us throughout the world who count on the services 
we provide, locally, nationally, and internationally. As the leaders, we, the 
Federation, have to listen and respond; we have to understand the greatest 
needs of our community—knowing that not everyone will always agree—and 
work together, as a community, to achieve our common goal of strengthening 
Jewish identity, securing the state of Israel, and ensuring a Jewish future.

There is a Talmudic quote that reads, “Do not be daunted by the enormity of the 
world’s grief—you are not obligated to complete the work, but neither are you 
free to abandon it.” This is what Federation does, and this is why we are here. We 
have listened and will work to respond, through your continued support, to the 
needs of this community. We are here to offer support and resources, through 
every phase of Jewish life, and we are ready to assume a true leadership role—
based not on power or privilege, but on earnest partnership, responsibility, and 
“doing the right things.”

I thank you for the responsibility you have given to me, to lead this organization 
toward its fullest potential and to continue this work together.

William (Willie) J.L. Recht is the Executive Director of The Jewish Federation of the 
Sacramento Region. He may be reached at wrecht@jewishsac.org or 916-486-0906.

Leadership Through Listening

For more information, contact Federation Executive Director  
Willie Recht at wrecht@jewishsac.org.

SAVE THE DATE!

JEWISH HERITAGE FESTIVAL 
MAY 7, 2017
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Queen Esther,  
Meet Some of Your Successors

March is a busy month for women. It is “Women’s 
History Month” (March 1st-31st), “International 
Women’s Day” (March 8th), and Purim (March 11th).

“Women’s History Month” highlights the contributions 
of women to events in history and contemporary 
society. “International Women’s Day” recognizes the 
social, economic, cultural, and political achievements 
of women. On Purim, we remember Queen Esther, 
who saved the Jewish people from near destruction 
as decreed by H****n (boo……).

What do all of these events have in common? They 
are all causes to celebrate the likely and unlikely 
female heroes among us. The convergence of these 
commemorations inspired me to think about women I 
know—let’s call them my own personal heroes—and 
women I wished I knew.

Golda Meir: The fourth Prime Minister of the State of 
Israel, Golda was a childhood idol. I didn’t appreciate 
her quick wit then, but I certainly do as an adult. It’s 
hard to pick a favorite “Goldaism,” but here are two of 
my favorites among many: 

• When then-Secretary of State Henry Kissinger 
wrote to Golda that he considered himself “an 
American first, Secretary of State second, and a 
Jew third,” her response was, “Mr. Secretary, in 
Israel, we read from right to left.”

• When there was an outbreak in assaults against 
women at night, an Israeli Cabinet Minister 
suggested a curfew to keep women in after dark. 
“But it’s the men who are attacking the women,” 
Golda responded. “If there’s to be a curfew, let the 
men stay at home, not the women.”

LOL, Golda! LOL!

Emma Lazarus: As the child of an immigrant, I have 
a soft spot for Emma and the sonnet engraved on the 
Statue of Liberty that greeted my father and millions 
of others as they approached Ellis Island and their 
new homeland. “The New Colossus” reads in part: 

“Give me your tired, your poor, 
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, 
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. 
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me, 
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!”

Still gives me chills…

Carol Loew: Carol, if you don’t already know, and 
how could you not, is the President of the Jewish 
Federation. At the age of (cue the grogger!), Carol 
accomplishes more in two days than I do in two 
months despite being 20 years younger. Aside from 
her amazing energy, she is a great antidote for a 
sleeping pill since every time I’m done talking with 
her, I’m exhausted from hearing about what she’s 
done and I fall right to sleep. She, however, just keeps 
on going…

The Women of My Chavurah: A strong, independent, 
take-no-prisoners kind of group, the women in my 
chavurah are mothers, athletes, business women, 
professionals, volunteers, teachers, comediennes, 
philanthropists, and more. They all have been part of 
my village for many years and are all heroes in their 
own ways.

Kate Provance: The irony of my daughter Kate being 
my hero is that she is an ardent lover of superheroes 
herself. She and her Uncle make movie dates a year 
in advance the minute they find out the release date 
of the next Marvel or DC movie. Resilient, tenacious, 
passionate, brave, and independent, Captain America 
has nothing on her.

Rachel Provance: My daughter Rachel hid behind 
me most of her childhood. It seems funny to 
think about that now since she is President of her 
sorority, served as a Hillel intern for two years, is a 
Youth Advisor at her home synagogue, and works in 
her college Admissions Office organizing and giving 
tours to prospective new students. Focused, driven, 
with a wicked wit, she stands tall (even at 4’10”) all 
on her own.

Bertha Forman: I’ve written about my bubbe before 
but it’s worth repeating that when she became a 
widow at the age of 43, she ran numbers in Harlem in 
order to put food on the table for her three children. 

Helen Einhorn: This is my mom (z”l) who still pays 
me occasional visits, 10 years after she left this earth. 
A woman who was born too early, she slammed down 
a Smith-Corona manual typewriter on our kitchen 
table when I was 7 years old and proceeded to teach 
me to type. “If you know how to type, you will always 
have a job,” she told me, “and you will never need a 
man to write your epitaph.” Rock on, Helen. Rock on.

Elissa Einhorn is the Managing Editor of the VOICE.
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Federation is There  
From the Beginning

Have you noticed and heard how many new grandchildren seem to be 
springing forth in our Jewish community? What a joy! It is the best! The feeling 
is unexplainable until you experience it. This is a reason to take stock of our 
Jewish background and values.

So many simchas surround these births, whether it be a naming or a Brit Milah. 
Relatives and friends, near and far, come to celebrate. These are occasions that 
we join together to celebrate as a community. Food galore, gifts, and gelt. US 
Bonds and Israel Bonds and Federation giving. They all go hand in hand.

When does our Federation become involved in these new marvelous little lives? 
As soon as they can hear soothing words and turn heavy cardboard pages 
of their PJ Library books. I see it with my granddaughter. She will grab a book 
and crawl over with it. What are they reading? Now, they don’t know. But with 
repetition and maturity, they will understand.

The story continues and you have heard it before. We continue to nurture 
their lives through grants to Shalom School. On to college and we are there 
supporting Hillel. For confronting Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS), there 
is our Jewish Community Relations Council. As our population ages, we have 
homebound and senior services, including transportation and social activities.

Gifts to Jewish causes and specifically Federation, in a new grandchild’s name, 
will also have growing significance as they mature into teens and young 
adults. They will find subsidies for trips to Israel in their names. They will see 
the importance of these institutions, whether it be from their grandparents or 
parents.

Please give: To our children, teens, seniors, and grandchildren. Only you can 
keep our light burning bright and our future strong.

Jack Mador is Federation’s 2017 Campaign Chair.

* Under New Ownership & Management *

Honoring the traditions and customs  
of the Jewish Community with 

DIGNITY, COMPASSION AND INTEGRITY

• 100% service guarantee

• New affordable funeral plan options

• Pre-planning services now available

Now Jewish families have a choice they can trust.

1550 FULTON AVENUE, SACRAMENTO, CA 95825

(916) 483-3297

Lombard  Funeral  Home
Serving Since 1942

FD1037

Member
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Northern California Premiere of “Time Capsule 
in a Milk Can” Comes to Sacramento
“What we were unable to cry and shriek out to the world, we buried in the ground. 
I would love to see the moment in which the great treasure will be dug up and 
scream the truth at the world.”

These words were found in a diary kept by 19-year-old David Graber. While his 
writings survived the Warsaw Ghetto, he did not.

Graber’s diary is among tens of thousands of items discovered in one of three milk 
cans that were secretly collected and buried by individuals in the Warsaw Ghetto. 
Adopting the name “Oyneg Shabbes” (in Yiddish), “Oneg Shabbat” (in Hebrew), or 
“Joyous Sabbath” (in English), the group—made up of teachers, historians, rabbis, 
social workers, and others from all walks of life—collected poetry, drawings, candy 
wrappers, prayers, testimonies, bus tickets, Nazi propaganda, and proclamations 
declaring innumerable prohibitions, along with other future artifacts, to document 
life within the Ghetto walls. 

Teven Laxer, a member of Congregation B’nai Israel (CBI) as well as the Public 
Records Access Monitoring Committee of the International Association of Jewish 
Genealogical Societies, was introduced to this story in 2014 during a production 
of “Time Capsule in a Milk Can.” The one-man show, co-authored and performed 
by Marc Spiegel, tells the story of “Oyneg Shabbes” leader Emanuel Ringelblum 
and his efforts to preserve the Warsaw Ghetto’s history. It was originally produced 
by the Discovery Theater, Smithsonian Institution, in partnership with the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C.

“Everybody has heard about Anne Frank, which is read in schools and has been 
translated into several languages,” Laxer notes, “but hundreds of other diaries 
were buried in these milk cans. This is the single biggest trove of Holocaust-era 
documentation anywhere.”

So moved was he by the story, that Laxer arranged for the first-ever performance 
of the play in Northern California at CBI.

“It is so profound,” he says of Spiegel’s performance, explaining how the actor 
walks through the audience with a replica of a milk can, retrieving items for 
attendees to recite.

Two of the three milk cans that contained the various memorabilia written in 
Yiddish, Polish, Hebrew, Russian, and German, were discovered in 1946 and 1950 
with the help of Warsaw Ghetto survivors Rachel Auerbach and Hersz Wasser, who 
searched through the rubble with others to find them. The third one has never 
been located but is believed to be buried under the Chinese Embassy in Warsaw. 

Initially wanting to bring the show to share a piece of Jewish history with the 
Sacramento community, Laxer’s efforts extend beyond the performance and will 
support the Jewish Community Relations Council, a division of the Jewish Federation, 
which organizes the annual communitywide Yom Hashoah commemoration, as 
well as the Central Valley Holocaust Educators’ Network (CVHEN), which trains high 
school and middle school teachers about how to teach the Holocaust.

“In recent months, we’ve seen a rise in anti-Semitism,” he says. “We don’t have 
a Holocaust Museum here like in Los Angeles or Washington so there is a nexus 
between the play and the educational efforts we are trying to support.”

In 2007, Holocaust historian Samuel Kassow wrote Who Will Write Our History, a 
book based on the collection. In the fall, a documentary film based on the book 
and produced by filmmaker Roberta Grossman and executive-produced by Nancy 
Spielberg, will premiere. 

Laxer believes that if Ringelblum was alive today, he would continue with the 
political activism he exemplified decades ago, including being involved in the 
Jewish resistance movement. His own words, written in 1944, reflect this belief: 
“I doubt that we shall see each other for some time. Give our warm greetings to 
all Jewish cultural workers, writers, journalists, musicians, sculptors, all builders of 
present-day Jewish culture and fighters for a national and human liberation.”

Says Laxer, “These documents chronicle the lives of thousands of people who 
suffered in the Warsaw Ghetto. The significance is that they assured they had a 
voice and were still heard. They were not silenced.”

“Time Capsule in a Milk Can” is showing March 25, 2017 at 8:00pm (doors open 
at 7:30pm) and March 26, 2017 at 10:30am (free for religious school students from 
throughout the community). Tickets for the March 25th performance are $25 for 
adults (incudes dessert reception) and $10 for students. Performances take place at 
Congregation B’nai Israel, 3600 Riverside Blvd., Sacramento. Tickets are available 
at https://goo.gl/sjnkLG. Sponsorships and program ads are available. For more 
information, contact Laxer at teven.laxer@gmail.com.

Actor Marc Spiegel interacts with audiences during his one-man show, “Time Capsule in 
a Milk Can,” which documents life in the Warsaw Ghetto. 
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Shoshana Salcedo is 33 years old and lives in her own 
apartment with supported living services. She has been 
part of the Congregation Beth Shalom community for 
more than 20 years and loves to attend Shabbat with a 
Beat services. Although she has multiple disabilities and 
did not have a traditional religious school education, 
she became a Bat Mitzvah on February 4, 2017, during 
Jewish Disabilities Awareness and Inclusion Month. In 
honor of this occasion, her mother, Patty, prepared the 
following drash.

In today’s Torah portion, G-d says to Moses, bo 
l’Pharaoh, “come unto Pharaoh,” to continue to 
negotiate letting the Israelites go out of Egypt, and out 
of slavery. But Pharaoh still does not relent, and during 
this time of Moses’ efforts, G-d sends the plagues of 
locusts, darkness, and finally, the most terrible, the 
killing of the first born. 

Rabbi Shawna Brynjegard-Bialik shares her thoughts 
on this in her Davar Acher: A different point of view. 
She teaches us a midrash, in which one first-born child 
was spared during the last plague—Bityah, Pharoah’s 
daughter, who saved Moses when he was just a baby 
in a basket in the Nile River. In this same midrash, we 
are also told that the Egyptian families brought their 
first-born children to the Jews, hoping they could hide 
them and protect them from the 10th plague. And the 
Israelite families hid them.

Rabbi Shawna asks two good questions: “Why was 
Bityah spared?” and “Why did Israelite families hide the 
first-born children of the Egyptians even though they 
knew the children would still die,” as the Rabbi states, 
“against impossible odds?”

She tells us this: Because in saving Moses, Bityah saved 
the entire Jewish people, and all the Jewish people to 
come. In other words, one person had a profound effect 
on the future of the Jewish people. She reminds us of 
the “Power of One.”

For the second question, Rabbi Shawna tells us that 
as Jews, we help people in distress, even when it 
seems impossible that our efforts will help. We have a 
responsibility to help others, and we are holy when we 
help others, even when our help doesn’t seem like it 
will work. 

What did I learn from reading this portion, and from 
Rabbi Shawna’s teaching? I learned that one person’s 
kind and helpful actions can have an impact far 
beyond that one person helped. And it is the act of 
helping that makes us holy, even though we might not 
know the result, or we don’t achieve the result we 
wanted.

Today, we celebrate Shoshanah’s Bat Mitzvah, and 
the start of Jewish Disability Awareness and Inclusion 
Month. How does our Torah portion relate to these 
events? 

Each of us, the Power of One, can reach out and help 
another person, and we may receive wonderful gifts 
back. We may learn how someone else approaches 
everyday tasks in different ways and recognize 
abilities that others don’t see. We may better 
appreciate our own abilities. Or, we may not know 
exactly the best way to reach out or think we’re not 
doing it right, or think that our actions won’t help—but 
we still do, because our Jewish tradition teaches us 
that it is the act of helping that is holy, not the result. 

Here are a few examples: You may meet another child 
at school that no one talks to or no one says hi to. 
You can say hi. That small act of saying “hi” can go a 
long way in helping someone feel accepted. And then, 
that person may feel so good, that she will say hi to 
another person, and make that person’s day brighter. 
Our one action can have a chain reaction of good 
feelings. The Power of One.

Or, the person you say hi to may not be able to 
acknowledge your good efforts, or make anyone else’s 
day better—you still did good. Your effort was holy. 

You can let a grown-up know when you see someone 
bullying another child at school. The Power of One—
one person speaking up can help the many people 
affected by one person’s bad behavior. Or, you may 
not have prevented something bad from happening 
that day. But you did the right thing—your efforts were 
holy. 

You and I can give Tzedakah, even though it seems 
like each of us may give just a little and it won’t really 
help; with all of us together, it can add up to a lot. 
The Power of One times many. We may never know 
what the result of our giving was, but our giving was 
required, and it was holy.

Celebrating Shoshanah’s Bat 
Mitzvah & the Power of One

Congregation Beth Shalom Rabbi Nancy Wechsler 
shares a moment with Shoshanah Salcedo who 
celebrated her Bat Mitzvah in February.

You and I can hold open the door for a person in a 
wheelchair. We didn’t fix anything, or make the need 
for a wheelchair go away, but we helped a person 
go through a doorway with dignity. And, we modeled 
for all of the other people around us how simple it 
is to help one another. And, maybe we learned that 
different doesn’t mean lesser than. Powerful lessons 
and the Power of One.

As we move into the month of February, and 
throughout the year, let’s remember that when each 
one of us performs acts of helping and kindness for 
each other, we may never know what wonderful 
things will happen in the world because of them. But 
we can believe in the Power of One and the holiness 
of our actions.

Many “Powers of One” contributed to enabling 
Shoshanah to become a Bat Mitzvah today. Our 
family would like to thank Rabbi Nancy for her vision 
and voice, and Rina for bringing Shoshanah and the 
religious school together; all of the religious school 
students—you each made Shoshanah feel welcomed 
and included; and the members of the congregation 
who greet Shoshanah at services. You truly bring 
her great happiness and pride. Dear friends and the 
Federation’s Committee on Inclusion and Disabilities 
provide ongoing inspiration, role models, support, and 
encouragement; and Shoshanah’s support friends 
from STEP are daily at her side to help her do her best.

We appreciate all of you who came, with your Power 
of One, to make this a sacred space.

For more information about Federation’s Committee on 
Inclusion and Disabilities, contact inclusion@jewishsac.org.
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Brian K. Landsberg
In late December, the Jewish Federation of Sacramento 
expressed its disappointment over the President’s 
decision to abstain from voting on the United Nations 
Security Council Resolution calling on Israel to cease its 
settlement activity. The Federation should have either 
remained silent or, if it believed it imperative to speak, 

should have supported President Obama, whose decision was in line with the 
views of a majority of American Jews. 

According to its Mission Statement, the Federation serves 

“to empower and give a voice to the community and to 

the centrality of Israel to the Jewish people.” A majority 

of American Jews believe that continued construction of 

settlements in the West Bank and East Jerusalem endangers 

the future of Israel as a Zionist and democratic nation. 

Moreover, President Obama’s decision was consistent with the long-standing 
bipartisan policy of the United States to urge Israel and the Palestinians to agree 
on permanent boundaries, with appropriate protections for Israel’s security. 
This has been United States policy ever since we recognized the State of Israel 
in 1948. Since 1967, every American President has opposed construction of 
settlements. Though not the only impediment to peace, the settlements serve 
as a growing barrier to a permanent peace agreement as well as isolating Israel 
internationally. 

The Security Council Resolution even-handedly condemned both the settlement 
activity and terrorist violence as well as supported efforts to bring about a 
secure and lasting peace. It did not seek to impose terms on the parties. 

There are times when the Federation should speak out on public issues: to 
condemn anti-Semitism, to condemn hate crimes, to condemn attacks on the 
State of Israel, and to applaud support for Israel. For example, it would have 
been appropriate to applaud the President’s agreement to extend a record-

Don Gilbert
On December 28, 2016, the Federation issued a 
statement in response to UN Security Council Resolution 
2334. Resolution 2334 singled out settlements as the 
primary obstacle to Israeli-Palestinian peace thus 
putting the onus of the continuing conflict on Israel. The 
Federation stated in part:

“The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is more complicated than is 

implied by this resolution, and it will ultimately be resolved 

through direct negotiations. UN resolutions like the one 

approved last week—attacking the only democracy in the Middle 

East and choosing to focus on isolated issues—harm, rather than 

help, efforts to restart peaceful negotiations by making it far less 

likely that the parties will come to the negotiating table.”

One can agree or disagree with the current Israeli government’s settlement 
policies, and members of our community have a variety of views. But, as 
the Federation statement opines, the disproportionate focus on settlements 
as the primary obstacle to peace and on Israel as the culpable party in the 
conflict ignores the history of repeated Palestinian rejection of a two-state 
solution. Moreover, it is a disincentive to the Palestinians to directly negotiate 
with Israel.

Resolution 2334 ignores the repeated rejection by the Palestinians of a two-
state solution. In 1948 the UN voted to establish two states in Palestine, a 
Jewish State and an Arab State. The Palestinians rejected the UN vote and the 
Arab states attacked Israel. In 2000, President Clinton attempted to broker a 
peace deal in which Israel agreed to cede roughly 95% of the West Bank, all 
of Gaza, and much of East Jerusalem for a Palestinian state. The Palestinians 
rejected the deal. In 2007, Israeli PM Barak offered a similar deal to Palestinian 
President Abbas. Mr. Abbas rejected the deal. Had the Palestinians accepted 
one of these offers for a two-state solution, we wouldn’t be talking about 
settlements today. 

Two Jews. Many Opinions.

Continues on page 10Continues on page 10

Welcome to “Two Jews, Many Opinions.”  This new feature provides a platform for Federation leadership to express their views 
on a multitude of topics affecting our local and global communities. The first issue presented relates to UN Security Council 
Resolution 2334, which was adopted on December 16, 2016.

UN Security Council Resolution 2334
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Hamentaschen

Whatever one thinks of PM Netanyahu, he has repeatedly stated his willingness 
to negotiate with President Abbas. But Abbas refused to negotiate, even when 
Netanyahu froze settlement activity for 10 months. As long as the international 
community continues to primarily blame Israel for the conflict, it will continue to 
enable the Palestinians to reject direct negotiations with Israel. This is the basis 
of the Federation’s statement that Resolution 2334 makes it “far less likely that 
the parties will come to the negotiating table.” 

Resolution 2334 is not “even-handed.” In paragraph after paragraph the three-
page document focuses solely on Israeli culpability and settlements as the 
obstacle to a two-state solution. There is no language in the Resolution ascribing 
any culpability for the conflict whatsoever to the Palestinians. 

Resolution 2334 declares East Jerusalem, including the Jewish Quarter and the 
Western Wall, Judaism’s holiest site, to be illegally occupied by Israel. Thus, it 
rejects all proposed solutions for Jerusalem previously offered by the US. This 
denial of the centrality of Jerusalem to the Jewish People is directed not only at 
Israel, but also at Jews around the world. 

Given these facts, it is wholly appropriate for the Federation to object to the 
Resolution as counterproductive to our hopes for peace.

Don Gilbert is a member of the Board of the Jewish Federation of the Sacramento 
Region. He also is a member of the Northern California AIPAC Board. He previously 
sat on the Board of Shalom School where he served as President for three years. 
Don and his wife, Shira, belong to Mosaic Law Congregation.

breaking amount of military assistance to Israel. It would be appropriate for 
the Federation to support the two-thirds majority of Israelis who continue to 
favor a two-state solution to the conflict. However, the Federation should not 
have expressed disappointment with President Obama’s action. The Federation 
statement ran contrary to the views of many Sacramento Jews, who believe that 
opposing settlement expansion is, in the long run, supportive of the interests of 
the State of Israel. I respect the contrary views of others, but believe that there 
are other advocacy organizations who are well positioned to speak for them and 
in fact did so. 

Brian K. Landsberg, born in Sacramento, grew up in Congregation B’nai Israel, 
where he has served on the Board and is currently co-chair of the Religious Practices 
Committee. He is a past Chair of the Jewish Community Relations Council, Past 
President of the Jewish Federation, and a founding member of the Board of the Jewish 
Foundation of the West. He is Co-Chair of the Sacramento-Davis Chapter of J Street.

Two Jews. Many Opinions. UN Security Council Resolution 2334, Continued

Don Gilbert Brian K. Landsberg

Helping those in need is our number 
one priority. It can be yours, too!

916-486-0906
WWW.JEWISHSAC.ORG/DONATE 

HELPING
OUR 

COMMUNITY  
IS EASY!

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN
There is no better way to make an immediate impact than 
through the Federation’s Annual Campaign. Through every 

stage of life, Federation is there to ensure the most urgent needs of our 
community are met. Through your generosity, we are able to fund the 
critical programs and services needed to maintain a strong, vibrant, and 
healthy community!

LIFE AND LEGACY
By establishing a legacy through a bequest or planned gift, 
you will plant the seeds for future generations, doing your 

part to make sure the Federation and our Jewish community remain 
strong for years to come. You can donate to our general endowment, 
Jewish Family Service Endowment, or Teen Israel Endowment. 

CELEBRATIONS AND MEMORIALS
Whether you are celebrating a child’s B’nai Mitzvah, rejoicing 
in the birth of a new family member, or sending love to a 

friend in need, these certificates are customized for each occasion and 
feature a moving quote from a classic Jewish source. Starting at just $18, 
these certificates not only show friends and family that you are thinking 
of them, but your donation will enhance the lives of thousands of local 
community members and millions of Jews worldwide who receive 
Federation’s support each year.

What makes the Jewish Federation unique is our ability 
to serve the entire Jewish community, regardless of 
political, religious, or organizational affiliation. 

DONATE A VEHICLE
Have an old car you’re ready to say goodbye to? You can drive 
change and donate a vehicle today. Old cars, trucks, boats, trailers, 

and RVs are accepted. Need more details or want to make arrangements? 
Contact 800-240-0160.

CLICK AWAY ON AMAZON.COM
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile 
purchases to the Federation whenever you shop on AmazonSmile, 

which is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same prices, same service. 
Start shopping now at smile.amazon.com.

E-WASTE
Help Federation raise a few shekels by donating your e-waste to us. 
Drop off old computer monitors, cell phones, faxes, printers, and other 

e-waste at our office. We’ll take care of the rest!

VOLUNTEER
See the impact you can have first-hand through several Jewish 
Family Service volunteer opportunities including telephone check-ins 

with seniors, food delivery, home visits, holiday outreach, and making Shabbat 
in senior living facilities around the community. We also need volunteers for 
our annual Jewish Heritage Festival Celebrating Israel, the largest event our 
community has all year!
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These aren,t
    your Bubbe,s 

Hamentaschen
ONE DOZEN
DELICIOUS PURIM CREATIONS

TO MAKE WITH YOUR FAMILY AND SHARE IN  
YOUR MISHLOACH MANOT! 

PURIM 5777
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HAMENTASCHEN 
RECIPES

Candy Cane 
Cheesecake 12
Carmelized Onion & 
Goat Cheese 12
Cinnamon Dulce  
De Leche 13
French Onion Soup 13 
Gluten Free  
Pecan Pie 13
Lemon Bar 14
Mediterranean 14
Midnight Mint 14
Rose Water Almond 15
Spelt Brown Sugar  
with Red Currant 15
White Chocolate  
& Cherry 15
Zebra 15

CANDY CANE  
CHEESECAKE
Dough
 4 sticks (2 cups) margarine, room 

temperature
 ½  cup sugar
 1 8 oz container whipping cream
	 6	 cups	all-purpose	flour
 1 tsp vanilla extract

Filling 
 8 oz cream cheese (can use parve 

cream cheese), room temperature
 1 egg
 3 tbs vanilla sugar
 3 tbs confectioner sugar
 1 egg white, for forming cookies

Toppings
 ½ cup white chocolate
 2 tsp peppermint extract
 ¼ cup crushed candy cane (5 candy 

canes)

START with the dough, which needs 
some time to chill before baking. Beat 
together the margarine and sugar then 
add the whipping cream and vanilla 
extract. Once everything is combined, 
slowly	add	the	flour	until	the	mixture	is	
completely combined.

Divide the dough in half, wrap in plastic 
wrap and freeze for 10 minutes. You can 
also place in the fridge for up to 3 days 
before using.

WHILE THE DOUGH IS CHILLING,  
prepare	the	filling	and	toppings:	Beat	together	
the cream cheese, 1 egg and vanilla sugar. 
Separately, crack an egg white into a small 
bowl and set aside. Place the candy canes in 
a sandwich bag and crush with a rolling pin. 
Chop the white chocolate, add the peppermint 
extract and set aside to melt later.

Take the dough out of the fridge and let  
it sit on the counter for a few minutes, just to 
warm it up a bit. It’s much easier to roll out at 
room	temperature.	Lightly	floured	(and	I	really	
mean	lightly	flour)	the	counter	and	roll	out	
the dough. Don’t make the dough too thin or 
it won’t hold together while it bakes. Cut out 
rounds of dough using a cookie cutter. 

Move the dough rounds to a parchment lined 
cookie sheet. Brush the edges of the dough 
with the egg white then add 1 tsp 
of	filling.

WHILE THE COOKIES COOL, melt the white 
chocolate until smooth. You can either use a 
double boiler or you can carefully microwave 
them. Just place in a bowl and microwave 
for 30 seconds and mix. Cook for another 30 
seconds and mix. Then cook one last time for 
30 seconds  
and mix.

Once the hamantaschen are cool, dip one side 
of each cookie in the melted white chocolate 
then let the excess chocolate drip off then 
place on parchment paper and sprinkle with 
the crushed candy cane.

Store in an airtight container in the fridge until 
ready to serve.

CARAMELIZED ONION & 
GOAT CHEESE SAVORY PIZZA
Dough
 1	 cup	all-purpose	flour
	 ¾		cup	whole	wheat	flour
 1 envelope pizza yeast
 1½ tsp sugar
 ¾ tsp salt
 2∕3 cup warm water (about 120 degrees)
 1 tbs thyme, minced

Filling
 1 medium red onion, cut into thin 

slices
 1 tbs olive oil
 1 tsp salt, plus more to taste
 1 tbs honey
 1 cup grape tomatoes, cut into eighths
 1 tbs thyme, minced
	 ½	 tsp	crushed	red	chili	pepper	flakes
 3 oz goat cheese

PREHEAT oven to 425 F. Slice onions into 
thin slices and add them and 1 tsp. salt to 
a large saucepan with 1 tbs. oil. Cook slow 
and low for 10 minutes until the onions start 
to wilt, stirring occasionally.

Now you can make your pizza dough. 
Combine	1	cup	all-purpose	flour	with	yeast,	
sugar and salt. Then add the water and 
knead for one minute. Gradually add the 
¾	cup	of	whole	wheat	flour	and	thyme	and	
knead until you have a smooth ball or about 
3-4	minutes.	Add	more	flour	if	needed.

PUT DOUGH ASIDE. By now, your onions 
should be pretty soft. Add the honey and a 
little more olive oil if the onions are sticking. 
Sweat your onions for 5 more minutes and 
then add the tomatoes, thyme, red chili 
pepper	flakes	and	more	salt	to	taste.

Cook for an additional 5 minutes until the 
tomatoes start to cook and the onions are 
cooked down. You also want to make sure to 
cook away any moisture from the tomatoes 
so your hamantaschen are not soggy.

WHILE YOUR MIXTURE is cooling a bit, roll 
out the dough very thin—about an 1∕8 of an 
inch. Cut the dough into rounds using a 2 
or 3-inch circle cutter (the top of a glass will 
due).	Then	put	a	1½	tsp.	of	the	filling	in	the	
middle of each circle. 
 
 

Fold up the sides to form a triangle, making 
sure to securely pinch the ends closed.

Put the hamantaschen on a cooking sheet 
lined with parchment paper and sprinkled 
with cornmeal and bake at 425 for 5 
minutes.

SPRINKLE on goat cheese and bake for 
another 5-7 minutes until your pizzas are 
golden brown and the cheese is bubbly.

ONE DOZEN
Delicious Purim Creations!

Adapted	from	https://www.buzzfeed.com/marcelle/crazy-hamantaschen-flavors-for-purim.
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CINNAMON  
DULCE DE LECHE
Dough
 1 cup margarine
 1 cup sugar
 2 eggs
	2	½	 cup	flour
 2 ½ tsp baking powder
 ½ tbs cinnamon
  dash salt

Dulce De Leche
 2 cup non-dairy milk of your choice 

(almond, coconut, soy)
 ¾  cup sugar
 1 tsp vanilla
 ¼ tsp baking soda

CREAM margarine and sugar together in 
a large bowl by hand or with a mixer. Add 
eggs and mix thoroughly.

Add	flour,	baking	powder,	cinnamon	and	
salt and stir until dough is formed.

Preheat oven to 375 F and prepare baking 
sheet lined with parchment paper.

On	a	lightly	floured	surface	roll	out	dough	
¼-inch thick. With a 3-inch cutter, cut out as 
many holes as possible. Fold up corners to 
form a triangle, leaving a nice empty hole in 
the	center	to	fill	afterwards.

TRANSFER hamantashen to baking sheet, 
place in the oven and bake for about 20 
minutes, until golden brown. Cool and 
then using a spoon pour in some Dulce de 
Leche.

HEAT milk and sugar in a saucepan over 
medium heat for Dulce De Leche. Add 
vanilla and stir until sugar is dissolved. Add 
baking soda, stir and bring heat down to 
lowest setting, allowing to cook on a low 

simmer for about 2 hours, stirring every so 
often. Once it turns brown and thickens a 
bit, strain through a strainer and store in the 
fridge until ready to use.

FRENCH ONION SOUP
 2	 cups	flour
 1 stick butter, cut into small cubes, 

plus 2 tbs for sauteeing
 2 eggs
 1 tsp baking powder
 1 tsp salt
 ½ tbs pepper
 1 ½ tbs vegetable oil
 1 tbs Worcestershire sauce
 1 onion, sliced thinly
 1 tbs herbs de Provence
 ½ cup shredded Gruyere cheese

BLEND	flour,	cubed	butter,	vegetable	oil,	
baking soda, eggs, salt, and pepper in a 
medium bowl. Mix it with your hands until 
the dough is homogeneous. Put the dough 
in tinfoil or cling wrap, roll it up, and put it in 
the fridge for 30 minutes.

In the meantime, put the remaining butter 
and onions in a skillet over medium low 
heat, and start to caramelize them. This 
process should take 30 minutes.

After the dough has chilled, roll it or pat it 
out	on	a	well-floured	surface.	Using	a	large-
rimmed drinking glass or circular cookie 
cutter, stamp out circles of the dough. 
Refrigerate the circles for 30 minutes. Also, 
preheat your oven to 350 F.

Add Worcestershire sauce and herbs to the 
onions.	Taste,	and	add	salt,	pepper	and/or	
sugar if necessary.

REMOVE the dough from the fridge, and 
add a sprinkle of cheese…and a few onions 
to	the	middle	of	each	circle.	Don’t	overfill.	
You should have quite a bit of onions and 
cheese left over at this point.

Pinch	circles	into	triangles.	Using	some	
water may help seal the edges. Pop the 
triangles in the oven.

Check your hamantaschen Iin about 7 
minutes. In 15 minutes from when the 
baking started, the cookies should be 
golden brown on the bottom and hard on 
the top. Now, add the remaining onions 
and a sprinkle of cheese to each cookie.

DOUGH sounds hollow when tapped, it  
is done. 

GLUTEN-FREE  
PECAN PIE
Dough 
 2 sticks (1 cup) Earth Balance 

margarine, softened
 ½ cup palm sugar
 1 large egg
 ½ tsp vanilla extract
	 1	 cup	white	rice	flour
	 ½	 cup	coconut	flour
 2 tsp baking powder
 1 tsp xanthan gum
 1 tsp cinnamon

PREHEAT oven to 350 F.

Beat softened Earth Balance with palm 
sugar until creamed in a large bowl (or in 
a mixer). Add egg and vanilla and beat 
until incorporated.

SIFT dry ingredients in a separate bowl, 
then stir until combined. Add dry to wet 
and mix until dough forms.

SCOOP dough from bowl into plastic 
wrap, shaping into a ball, and refrigerate 
for 30 minutes. In the meantime, prepare 
the	filling.

Filling
 ¼ cup pure maple syrup
 ¼ cup almond milk
  Pinch salt
 1 tbs cornstarch
 ¾ cup pecan pieces
 ½ tsp vanilla extract 

WHISK together the maple syrup, 
almond milk, salt, and cornstarch in a 
medium-sized saucepan over medium-
low heat. Keep stirring continuously 
with a whisk until the mixture boils and 
thickens. Once boiling, turn off the heat 
and stir-in pecan pieces and vanilla. 
Allow to fully cool.

SHAPE the hamantaschen by preparing 
2 large pieces of wax or parchment 
paper for rolling the dough. Place one 
piece of parchment on the counter and 
sprinkle arrowroot, tapioca, or potato 
starch.

Place refrigerated dough in the center 
of	parchment	and	flatten	into	a	disk	
shape.

SPRINKLE the top of the disk-shaped 
dough with more starch, and place 
the second sheet of parchment on 
top. Roll out with a rolling pin until 
dough	is	1/8-inch	thick.

Cut 3 ½" diameter circles with a round 
biscuit cutter (or use the top of a 
drinking glass). Place a small dollop of 
pecan	filling	in	the	center	of	each	circle.	
Using	the	edge	of	a	knife	or	small	off-
set spatula, fold up 3 sides and pinch 
each corner to form the hamantaschen 
shape. Turn over and smooth any 
cracks on the bottom of each cookie.

PLACE each hamantaschen on a 
parchment-lined cookie sheet and bake 
at 350 F for 13 minutes or until lightly 
browned on edges.
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LEMON BAR for 8-10 minutes until a thick custard 
forms. Be very careful to continue 
whisking	on	a	lower	flame	or	the	eggs	
might scramble. Allow to completely 
cool.

SHAPE the hamantaschen by rolling 
out with a rolling pin until dough is 
1/8"	thick.

Cut 3 ½" diameter circles with a round 
biscuit cutter.

PLACE a small dollop of lemon custard 
in	the	center	of	each	circle.	Using	the	
edge of a knife or small off-set spatula, 
fold up 3 sides and pinch each corner to 
form the hamantaschen shape. Turn over 
and smooth any cracks on the bottom of 
each cookie. Place each hamantaschen 
on a parchment-lined cookie sheet and 
bake at 375 F for 15 minutes or until 
lightly browned on edges. Be careful not 
to overbake.

MEDITERRANEAN
 1 sheet of puff pastry
 2 tomatoes diced
 ½ onion diced
 ½ cup of crumbled goat 

cheese
 ¼ cup of fresh basil diced

CUT OUT circles of puff pastry 
using a cookie cutter or the rim 
of a glass cup. Saute the onions 
until tender. Add the tomatoes 
and cook for several minutes. 
Place 1 tsp. in center of each 
circle. Top with some goat 
cheese and basil. 

BAKE in oven on 375 F for 15 
to 20 minutes until golden and 
slightly crispy.

MIDNIGHT MINT
Dough
	1	½	 cups	all-purpose	flour
 ½ cup Hershey’s Extra Dark Cocoa (or 

extra dark Dutch process cocoa) (1.5 
ounces)

 ¼ tsp salt
 ½ tsp mint extract
 1 cup butter or margarine 
 1 ½ cups powdered sugar 
 1 tsp vanilla
	 	mint	truffle	filling	(see	below)
 12 oz bittersweet chocolate, melted, for 

dipping cookies (optional)

COMBINE	the	flour,	cocoa,	and	coffee	
powder. In another bowl, cream the butter 
and	sugar.	Add	the	vanilla.	Mix	in	the	flour/
cocoa mixture. Chill the dough (Place it on 
parchment	paper,	flatten	it	to	¼-inch,	fold	it	
up in the paper, and chill until hard).

Roll out the dough on the parchment 
paper	until	it	is	1/8-inch	thick.		Chill	the	
dough until hard. Cut out 3-inch circles. 
Place the circles on a parchment lined sheet 
pan.	Fill	each	circle	with	a	tsp.	or	so	of	filling	
(the	below	filling	should	be	evenly	divided	
among the cookies–the yield should be  
two dozen).

PINCH together three sides of the circle 
of dough to form a triangle. If the dough 
is sticky, refrigerate it until it is more 
manageable. Make sure that the sides are 
well pinched together–these will fall apart 
in the oven otherwise. Chill the shaped 
hamantaschen in the freezer before baking. 
I	firmly	believe	freezing	helps	the	cookies	

keep their shape during baking.

BAKE the hamantaschen at 350 degrees 
for 15 to 20 minutes, or until the dough 
and	filling	is	set.	You	can’t	tell	by	color	with	
these. Check at 15 minutes and see if the 
surface of the dough seems evenly dry and 
set. Touch the surface lightly to check.

Optional: Dip the baked cookies in 
melted chocolate and set the cookies on 
parchment while the chocolate hardens. 

Filling
 6 oz semisweet or bittersweet 

chocolate
 2 oz margarine or butter or  

coconut oil
 2 egg yolks
 ¼ tsp mint extract

MELT chocolate and margarine in a double 
boiler (be sure to include the margarine 
at this point, adding it later caused 
the chocolate to seize when the 
rest of the ingredients are 
added). Whisk in yolks and 
extract. Let cool. When 
thickened, can scoop 
out	spoonfuls	for	filling	
hamantaschen. If you 
refrigerate	the	filling	
to thicken it more 
quickly, check 
on it frequently, 
because it can 
get very hard  
 

and	become	difficult	to	scoop.	

Alternative:	Allow	the	truffle	mixture	set	up	
on a parchment or plastic wrap lined 8"x8" 
pan	and	then	cut	the	hardened	filling	into	
squares that could be rolled into balls.

If	the	filling	gets	hard,	use	a	melon	ball	
scoop	to	scoop	out	balls	of	chocolate	truffle	
mixture.	Roll	the	hardened	filling	into	balls.	
Make	2	dozen	balls,	or	enough	to	fill	all	the	
circles of dough.

Dough
	 3		cups	flour
 2 tsp baking powder
 ½ tsp salt
 1  cup almond meal
 3 eggs
 1 cup raw sugar
 1 stick softened Earth Balance
 2 tsp vanilla

PREHEAT the oven to 375 F.

Sift together the dry ingredients.

In a separate bowl, combine the eggs, 
sugar, softened butter, and vanilla

Thoroughly combine the two mixes, until 
you have a soft dough formed

FORM 3 BALLS with the dough, wrap 
the dough in plastic and refrigerate for 15 
minutes.

Filling
 ½ cup arrowroot or tapioca starch
 ½ tsp baking powder
 ¼ tsp baking soda
 4 lemons, juiced (just under 1 cup 

juice)
  zest of 1 lemon
 4 eggs
 ¾ cup honey
 ¼ cup palm sugar
 ¼ cup maple syrup
  Powdered sugar for dusting

COMBINE arrowroot or tapioca, baking 
powder and baking soda in a medium bowl.

In another bowl, combine eggs, lemon 
juice, lemon zest, honey, palm sugar, and 
maple syrup. Whisk wet ingredients into 
dry until dry ingredients are completely 
dissolved.

POUR mixture into a medium saucepan on 
low-medium heat, and whisk continuously 
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ROSE-WATER ALMOND
Dough
 ½ cup unsalted butter
 ¾ cup Sugar
 2 tsp fresh orange zest 
 1 tbs fresh squeezed orange juice 
 1 tsp vanilla extract 
 ½ tsp almond extract 
 2 eggs 
	 2	 cups	all-purpose	flour,	sifted	
 2 tsp baking powder 
  Salt

CREAM butter and sugar together in a 
mixer	until	light	and	fluffy.	Add	the	orange	
zest, orange juice and vanilla extract and 
almond extract to the mixture.

With the machine running on low add the 
eggs one at a time, making sure to fully 
incorporate	each	egg.	Add	the	flour,	baking	
powder and salt. Mix to combine-be careful 
not to over mix or the dough will be tough.

ROLL THE DOUGH	on	a	floured	surface	to	
¼ inch thickness. Dip a round cookie cutter 
into	flour	and	cut	circles	in	the	dough.	Fill	
the	dough	with	½	tsp.	of	filling	and	pinch	
the edges together to form a triangle.

Place on a parchment lined cookie sheet 
and bake for 12-15 minutes until lightly 
browned.

TRANSFER the hamantaschen to a 
cooling rack.

Filling
 8 oz almond paste 
 4 oz softened butter 
 4 tbs sugar 
 ½ tsp almond extract 
 ½ tsp rosewater
 2 eggs 
	 4	 tbs	almond	flour	

MIX all of	the	filling	ingredients	together	
in a mixer until very smooth. The almond 
filling	can	be	made	up	to	5	days	ahead	of	
baking and can be stored covered in the 
refrigerator or frozen for up to 1 month.

SPELT BROWN SUGAR  
WITH RED CURRANT  
AGAVE FILLING
Dough
 2	 cups	Spelt	flour
	 ¼	 cup	all	purpose	flour
 ¼ tsp salt
 ¾ cup butter, cut into pieces
 2∕3 cup Demerara sugar
 1 tsp vanilla
 1 egg

SIFT together the	flours	and	salt	and	set	
aside. Cream together butter and sugar. 
Mix in vanilla and egg.

On low speed mix and add dry ingredients 
until the dough is crumbly. Remove dough 
from mixer and knead by hand just until a 
smooth dough forms.Form into a disk, wrap 
in	plastic	cling	film	and refrigerate at least 
3 hours.

Filling
 2 cups red currants
 1 cup water
 ¼ cup orange juice
 ½ cup agave syrup
 1 tbs lime juice
 ¼ tsp salt

PLACE ALL ingredients in a saucepan and 
bring to a boil. Reduce heat, cover and 
simmer for 30 minutes.

When mixture has cooled, puree in food 
processor. This mixture will be very sticky, 
almost a hard consistency but it works 
perfectly in the hamantaschen.

WHITE CHOCOLATE  
& CHERRY
 1∕3 cup sugar
 4 oz sweet butter
 ½ cup cream cheese, softened
	 1	 cup	flour	
 2 tbs cocoa powder
 ¼ tsp salt
 ½ tsp vanilla extract
 1 cup white chocolate, rough 

chopped 
	 ¼	 cup	pecans,	finely	chopped
 ¼ cup sun dried cherries, plumped  

in brandy 
 2 tbs sugar 
 ¼ tsp cinnamon

MIX in an	electric	mixing	bowl	fitted	
with the paddle attachment, cream 
together the sugar, butter and cream 
cheese.	Add	in	the	flour,	cocoa	

powder, salt and vanilla. Blend until 
just combined. Do not overmix. Add 
more	flour	to	as	necessary	to	prevent	a	
sticky dough. Transfer dough to a lightly 
floured	board	and	shape	into	a	large	
disk. Wrap in plastic wrap and chill in the 
refrigerator for a minimum of 30 minutes.

REMOVE from the refrigerator and plastic 
wrap and divide into 2 portions. 
Using	a	floured	board	and	rolling	
pin, roll each piece of dough into 
a 10” disk. Roll to a thickness of 
1/4”.	Using	a	3"	round	cookie	
cutter, cut as many circles as 
possible from each of the dough 
portions. Fold up the lower third 
of each circle and pinch into 
place. Turn and repeat pinching 
until a triangle shape is formed. 
Place each hamantasch on a 
parchment lined baking sheet.

COMBINE the white chocolate with 
the pecans and cherries. Sprinkle in 
the sugar and cinnamon. Toss to evenly 
combine. Fill each hamantasch cookie 
with approximately 1 tsp. of the white 
chocolate	filling.	Bake	in	a	preheated	
325 F oven approximately 15-18 minutes 
until Hamantaschen are lightly golden-
brown, or drier and crackly in appearance. 

Remove from oven and allow 
to cool.

ZEBRA
Dough and Filling
 4 eggs
 1 cup canola oil
 1¼ cups sugar
 1 tsp vanilla
 3 tsp baking powder
  Tiny pinch of salt
	 5	 cups	flour	(plus	a	bit	more	for	 

later use)
 1∕3 cup cocoa
  Colored sprinkles, chocolate chips, 

licorice, or decorations you fancy
  Prune or date or chocolate  

spread, or jelly

Place eggs, oil, sugar, vanilla, baking 
powder in a mixer bowl and mix with the 
flat	metal	mixing	piece.	Don’t	use	egg	
beaters, they will break. Add in the salt 
and	flour.	Mix	until	you	have	a	thick,	sticky	
cookie dough. Divide dough in half and 
place half in another bowl to make the 
“white” cookie dough. To the half in the 
mixer, add in the cocoa and mix it well for 
the “dark” cookie dough.

If the white cookie dough is too sticky to 
handle by hand, add in another ¼-cup 
of	flour	and	knead	it	in	gently	with	your	
fingers.	(The	dark	one	won’t	be	sticky	but	
if	for	some	reason	it	is,	add	in	flour	by	1	tbs	
measurements.)

Line three cookie trays with baking paper. 
Preheat the oven to 350 F.

Tape two sheets of baking paper onto your 
kitchen table. Scatter a small amount of 
flour	on	each.	Remove	about	half	of	the	

white dough and roll it out on one paper 
to a thickness of less than ½ inch. If it sticks 
to	the	rolling	pin,	rub	some	flour	on	the	
rolling pin too. Roll out half of the chocolate 
dough on the second sheet of paper. Brush 
the white dough with a tiny bit of water and 
place the dark dough on top of it, pressing 
together lightly.

Roll up the layered dough jelly-roll style 
forming one roll of swirled black and white 
dough. You do this more than once so you 
have lots and lots of hamantaschen. Cut the 
rolled dough into half-inch slices.

For hamantaschen, manipulate the circles 
of	dough	slightly	between	your	fingers	to	
‘swirl’ the colors even more, then place 
them on baking paper on your work 
surface,	flattening	the	circles	even	more	
with the heel of your hand. If you want 
filled	hamantaschen,	place	the	filling	of	
your choice in the center of the circle 
before pinching it closed in the traditional 
triangular shape. Keep moving and shaping 
at a good pace.
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THANK YOU  
TO OUR LEGACY FAMILY!

6 Anonymous Donors
Eugene Bagoon
Jessica & Joel Birch
Alison & Phil Braverman
Barry Broad
Alice Cartwright
Melissa Chapman
Lynn & Michael Dean
Bob Dresser
Anne & Hal Eisenberg 
Hazel & Emanuel Epstein
David Felderstein & Daniel Hoody
Shira & Don Gilbert
Deborah & Louis Gonzalez
Allen & Carolyn Green
Janie & Frank Gumpert
Joan Gusinow & Jerry Pollack
Lydia Inghram
Susanne Leitner & Rob Berrin 
Linda & Marvin Kamras
Lisa Kaplan
J. Daniel Khazzoom
Mark Koenigsberg & Robb Layne
Marion & Stan Leff
Fanny & Neil Levy
Debbie & John Lewis
Judy Lewis
Steve Lewis
Carol Loew
Jack Mador
Margaret Kent Newton
Lorraine & Michael Opper
Anne & Bruce Pomer
Sharon & Michael Rogoff
Shirley & Skip Rosenbloom
Jean Rubin
Rochelle & Michael Schermer
Andrea Segal
Betsy & Mike Singer 
Sue & Harry Sperber
Gretchen & Alan Steinberg
Rabbi Reuven Taff
Sheila Wolfe
Louise & Joel Zimmerman
Beverly (z”l) & Art Zimmerman 
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A sampling of Adam Gottlieb’s political memorabilia collection. Gottlieb became a 
collector at age 10.

Piecing TogeTher hisTory  
Through PoliTical MeMorabilia
When Davis resident Adam Gottlieb was 12 years old, he proudly 
displayed a small but growing collection of political memorabilia at 
the Rockville Center Public Library in New York. Four decades later, 
Gottlieb is still collecting and still exhibiting a much more impressive 
collection at places like the California Museum and a December show 
organized in Sacramento by the American Political Items Collectors 
(APIC), of which Gottlieb has been a member since 1976.

Inspired by a 4th-grade field trip to Sagamore Hills in Oyster Bay, New York, 
Teddy Roosevelt’s home from 1885 until his death in 1919, a 10-year-old Gottlieb 
became captivated by the 26th U.S. president’s life. 

“What I loved about ‘TR,’” Gottlieb says, using shorthand to describe his 
political muse, “is that he lived six lifetimes: as president, governor, rough rider, 
conservationist, author, and father. He grabbed life by the lapels.”

The young boy began reading books about TR, trying to satisfy an insatiable 
curiosity for all things Roosevelt. Then his coin collector father brought home a 
photo of his son’s icon aboard a naval ship surrounded by naval officers.

“That photograph was the key that unlocked my passion for collecting,” Gottlieb 
says, describing his own first collected item as a TR button created from a sepia 
photo of Roosevelt that says, ‘For President 1904.’ “His image was so iconic; it 
didn’t even need to say TR or Roosevelt.”

Gottlieb, whose day job is marketing and outreach for the California Energy 
Commission, notes that memorabilia can be found in several places—eBay, 
antique stores, or even grandma’s sewing box—and that people have specialized 
interests, such as state, local or congressional elections; first ladies; or anti-
buttons (think Vietnam War). Gottlieb specializes in collecting the life and 
campaigns of Teddy Roosevelt, but also is interested in other candidates and 
presidents, from McKinley to Obama.

“You can tell the history of a country by its artifacts,” he explains. “Buttons, 
banners, and posters tell America’s story. It’s like holding history in your hand. 
That’s what I like about the hobby. It’s not just collecting but putting your 
collection in context. We all become historians.” 

One example of this is a 1962 button from a single-day event in Minnesota 
attended by John F. Kennedy that was canceled. The press reported that JFK was 
sick, but, in fact, he was dealing with the Cuban Missile Crisis, what Gottlieb calls 
“a historical footnote” to the actual button.

Of the estimated 3,000 items in his collection, which includes buttons, 
photographs, ribbons, stereo views (similar to a view master), two are standouts. 

One is a button made for the press and photographers—it basically served as 
their media pass—who reported on Harry Truman’s whistle stop tour in 1948. The 
other is a small menu, complete with a list of dinner courses and speakers, that 
is enfolded in a suede cover and adorned with a hand-painted golden poppy.

“It’s a real piece of California art,” Gottlieb says.

His current pursuit is to acquire something from TR’s 66-day tour in 1903, 
whether it be a button, badge, or a newspaper that reported the historical details 
of the events. This would add to what he describes as his ‘priceless’ collection, 
noting, “You can’t put a price on passion and lifelong learning.”

For more information about APIC, including its upcoming Western Regional Show in Reno in 
July, visit www.apic.us.
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New Chico Rabbi Officially Installed

Rabbi Sara Abrams was welcomed as the new spiritual 
leader of Congregation Beth Israel in Chico on August 1, 
2016. On February 24, 2017, she was officially installed 
with a celebratory weekend of programming. the VOICE 
talked with Rabbi Abrams about goals, yoga, and what 
she enjoys about leading a small Jewish congregation in 
Northern California.

THE VOICE: You have had a lot of different kinds of 
Jewish communal experiences, including working at 
Jewish camps, Hillel, and the Anti-Defamation League. 
Why a rabbi?

RABBI ABRAMS: My rabbinic career really came 
out of my religious studies experience. I received a 
Master’s degree in Religious Studies at the University 
of Colorado, Boulder, and my inner impulse was 
wanting to serve the community. Although I loved my 
studies, I wanted to put what I learned into practice. 
I wanted to integrate all of the things I loved. There 
is no greater vocation than to serve community—
the Jewish community and the greater community. 
I also have a strong Jewish background and lived in 
Israel during college so I wanted to serve people’s 
spiritually and help to uplift people and connect 
people to each other and to G-d and the traditions 

of our religion. We are a “light unto the nations.” I 
want to reconnect with that communal calling.

THE VOICE: What attracted you to Beth Israel?

RABBI ABRAMS: I was living in New York and with 
a large congregation. I wanted a different experience. 
I really wanted to be a solo rabbi. I also turned 40 
and wanted to step out of the wilderness into the 
Promise Land. Chico is a college town, a small town, 
a small Jewish community where all hands are on 
deck. I wanted a kind of place where I felt connected 
to my work. In a large congregation, it’s hard to know 
everyone. I wanted to feel that when I sat down and 
listened to a child’s prayers that I know what’s going 
on in their lives. I can provide a spiritual vision of 
creating a holy community. It’s easier to do that in a 
small place. This is also a place where my strengths 
could be of benefit to the community. The land is 
fertile here and the land we live on affects us and 
affects how we interact with people. We seek to live 
in a place where anything can grow and anything can 
grow here.

THE VOICE: What do you see as your strengths?

RABBI ABRAMS: I take a non-hierarchal approach 
to leadership, which is important in our time. Women 
have brought this to the rabbinate—embracing our 
congregants and being accessible to them, helping 
them to inquire into their spiritual depth and mine 
their own hearts. It’s about how we make tradition 
living so it is alive in our own hearts, wanting to be 
with the community and being a guide to people on 
their spiritual journey and the community’s spiritual 
journey.

THE VOICE: What are your goals?

RABBI ABRAMS: It takes a few months to figure 
out goals. Most importantly, I want to make sure we 
have a strong Jewish presence in Chico so my goal 
in the coming months is to strengthen the Jewish 
presence here and allow Congregation Beth Israel to 
be the center they have been. Now more than ever, 
that’s what is needed. I also recognize the limitations 
of a small congregation without the financial means 
of a larger congregation. Outreach to the general 
community—having more visibility—and one-on-one 
outreach to Jews in the community while keeping 
those who are already part of the community feeling 
good is also a goal.

THE VOICE: You’ve worked with children, teens, 
young adults, individuals with disabilities, people 
of other faiths, the elderly. How did each of these 
experiences guide your own Jewish journey?

RABBI ABRAMS: When you have a lot of life 
experiences, it keeps you humble. I know what my 
Hebrew School teacher is going through because 
I’ve been there. I’ve done a lot of different kinds 
of work so I know that every person counts, each 
hand counts. Holy work is needed in every walk of 
life. I remind children that G-d is with them on their 
spiritual journey and can be their guide as they 
walk through the world. The elderly also are walking 
through their lives with great wisdom and knowledge. 
I like helping parents and reminding them they are 
engaged in raising children to make the world a 
better place. And it’s a reminder to me that there is 
one G-d who is infinite. It’s up to us as Jews and as 
leaders to continue connecting with that oneness.

THE VOICE: You have an interest in yoga, meditation, 
healing workshops. How has this contributed to your 
rabbinic philosophy?

RABBI ABRAMS: I’ve always been a spiritual seeker. 
So many Jews tell me that they haven’t found their 
spirituality in Judaism—that’s troubling and a mistake 
of leadership. Our spiritual tradition has so much to 
offer regarding achieving a higher consciousness. 
I’ve begun doing meditation once a month here to 
allow time to take a breath and not rush through 
the prayer book. My own experiences and pursuits, 
whether it’s psychoanalysis or mysticism—I love, not 
just the intellectual experience but the transformative 
nature is what is the most interesting to give to a 
congregation. Each person must find the tools—we 
need that now; we don’t need divisiveness. We need 
unity in our own hearts. We need to cultivate a sense 
of love, diversity, inner peace, and be righteous 
vessels in our work.

THE VOICE: What was the best part of your 
installation? 

RABBI ABRAMS: Having Rabbi David Zaslow from 
Ashland, Oregon, and my mentor and teacher from 
Los Angeles, Rabbi Laura Geller, there. She has been 
such a blessing to me. She has contributed so much 
to the Jewish world and the world beyond for men 
and women. She showed what a woman rabbi 
could be when there weren’t many around. She is a 
trailblazer.

Rabbi Sara Abrams
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Sac Native Awarded 2-Year Fellowship with Hebrew Union 
College-Joint Distribution Committee Initiative
“What is the Jewish conversation?” 

“What does Judaism mean in the 21st century?” 

“Where are we all headed?”

Michael Lewis isn’t just asking these questions; he is 
working to find his own answers. 

A Sacramento native and student at the Hebrew 
Union College Jewish Institute of Religion (HUC-JIR) 
in Jerusalem, Lewis is in his first year of a five-year 
rabbinic program. 

“I’d always thought about becoming a rabbi,” he 
says. “I put it on the back burner for awhile and then 
realized I wanted an opportunity to learn, to teach, 
to be a community leader, and to work on issues 
facing the Jewish future.”

He will have an even greater chance to achieve 
these goals as one of only two rabbinic students 
(as well as two cantorial and one education 
student) awarded a two-year fellowship with a new 
partnership between HUC-JIR and the American Joint 
Distribution Committee (JDC), a Jewish humanitarian 
assistance organization that provides global relief in 
70 countries.

The “Weitzman-JDC Fellowship for Global Jewish 
Leaders” is a first-of-its-kind initiative that provides 
HUC-JIR rabbinic, cantorial, and Jewish education 
students expertise in Jewish needs around the 
world, including Israel. Named after its founders, 
Jane Weitzman, a JDC Board Member and Jewish 
community leader, and her husband, shoe designer 
Stuart Weitzman, the initiative will train 15 
fellows during a five-year period “to bring a deep 
understanding and passion for global Jewish issues 
to their congregations, classrooms, and communities 
across North America.”

“There was a desire to connect the JDC with HUC for 
a long time,” explains Lewis. “This merges the two 
worlds.”

For Lewis, combining his HUC academic studies with 
JDC’s global perspective will enhance his knowledge 
and skills about the role of his future rabbinic 
platform in channeling his passion as a political 
change agent—he graduated in 2013 from Tulane 
University with a degree in Political Economics 

and worked in Washington, D.C. for the Democratic 
Congressional Campaign Committee, where he 
fundraised and ran campaigns.

“As I was applying to rabbinical school, I spoke 
with several rabbis and asked them what they 
would be doing if they weren’t a rabbi,” he says. 
“Their answers were telling. Some said they would 
be a college professor while others had musical 
aspirations. Mine will have a political bent for sure.”

Noting that JDC “tends to be under the radar,” 
the idea of the fellowship is to connect future 
Jewish community leaders in order to expand 
their understanding of what a rabbinic or cantorial 
career means and the importance of it, as well as 
to provide a voice for liberal Judaism within the 
context of the program, for example, learning about 
Israeli programs that JDC supports to develop new 
methods to care for at-risk individuals and the 
elderly. 

That reach also extends beyond Israel as the 
25-year-old explores the worldwide Jewish 
community, where 85% of Jews speak Hebrew or 

English, prompting Lewis to ask, “What about the 
other 15%?” referring to Jews in the Former Soviet 
Union and other parts of the world who are “coming 
out of the closet” or that still exist in Morocco or that 
are thriving in Argentina.

The rabbinic student also looks to personal stories 
for inspiration: Jews who stayed in their home 
countries after mass exoduses, survived the 
Holocaust, and continued to stay, often in secret.

“Those who are learning about their Judaism 
are mystified,” he says of people who are just 
discovering their Jewish roots, again, emphasizing 
that these are not English- or Hebrew-speaking 
communities and, therefore, need different supports. 

As he thinks about taking the helm of his first 
pulpit, Lewis is confident that his congregation 
will have a relationship with communities outside 
of the United States, a philosophy that is being 
nurtured now, but that began during his formative 
years at Shalom School.

“Shalom School made us aware and conscious of a 
global Jewish community,” he recalls. “It gave me a 
solid base for my Jewish and educational values.”

Reciting the pillars of JDC’s work—rescue, relief, and 
renewal—Lewis notes how the JDC invests in these 
communities in order to assist them in building or 
rebuilding Jewish communities, as well as to be able 
to sustain them within a solid infrastructure.

Looking at his immediate future, Lewis will travel to 
Eastern Europe in April to witness the on-the-ground 
realities for Jewish communities—and to enjoy the 
experience of celebrating Passover with new and 
different traditions. In the fall, he will continue his 
rabbinic studies at HUC in Los Angeles. In the long-
term, Lewis envisions working at a synagogue and 
building the capacity of his community to connect 
with the larger Jewish community.

“What can LA or Sacramento offer to the Jews of 
Ukraine and vice versa?” he asks. “As we think about 
Jewish identity in LA or Israel, we can also think 
about people who find out at 30 that they’re Jewish 
and learn how they found out about their identity so 
local Jews can go more in-depth. We have to think 
about them as well.”

From left, Weitzman-JDC Fellows Michael Lewis, 
Lianna Mendelson, Shani Cohen, Dan Reichenbach, 
and Libby Fisher.
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 Shalom School 
 SACRAMENTO’S JEWISH DAY SCHOOL  

 
                                                                                                 Limited openings remain in  
                                                                    infant through sixth grade classrooms.  
                                                       Check out our amazing, full-day kindergarten. 

Call for a tour today!    

Programs for Infants, Toddlers, Preschool, Pre-K, K-6 
For information, please call 916.485.4151 .  www.shalomschool.org 

 
 

Beneficiary of the Jewish Federation of the Sacramento Region 

�e Chico Hillel is a beneficiary of the Jewish Federation of the Sacramento Region.
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GENERAL EVENTS

March 1 & 15, 2017. The Sacramento Hadassah Jessie 
Yoshpe Study Group. The group is currently reading and 
discussing “To Life! A Celebration of Jewish Being and 
Thinking” by Harold Kushner. 9:45-11:30am. KOH Library, 2300 
Sierra Blvd., Sacramento. For more information contact Soni 
Meyer, facilitator, at ronsoni3841@gmail.com.

March 2, 2017. Twelve New Moons and the Impact on 
Jewish Women. Join Rabbi Shula Stevens Calmann for an 
informative lecture about the Jewish Calendar, the New 
Moon, and its connection to women. At the end of the 
lecture, everyone will have an opportunity to create their own 
calendar. $5 class material fee. $5 suggested donation. 7:00-
8:30pm. KOH Library and Cultural Center, 2300 Sierra Blvd., 
Sacramento. For more information, contact 916-485-4143 or 
mehrnaz@KOHLCC.org.

March 3, 2017. Shabbat Across America with Melton and 
Rabbi Garth Silberstein. Join us for Shabbat Across America. 
Melton Sacramento brings you an evening with Rabbi 
Silberstein. Mincha and Kabbalat Shabbat services followed by 
Shabbat dinner and talk on “Judaism and the Ethic of Protest” 
at 7:00pm by Rabbi Silberstein. $36. 5:40-9:30pm. Kenesset 
Israel Torah Center, 1165 Morse Ave., Sacramento. For more 
information or to RSVP, contact info@meltonsacramento.org 
Melton Director Sara Khan Shapiro at 916-488-6397, or visit 
meltonsacramento.org.

March 5, 2017. Maggie Anton Presents Fifty Shades 
of Talmud. Sponsored by Women of B’nai Israel. In this 
in-depth tour of sexuality within the Talmud, come 
eavesdrop as the first rabbis’ discuss every aspect of 
sexual relations—how, when, where, with whom—often 
in startlingly explicit fashion. Author Maggie Anton reveals 
how Jewish tradition is more progressive in many respects, 
and more bawdy, than one might think. Books available 
to purchase and for signing. Free. 1:30pm. Congregation 
B’nai Israel, 3600 Riverside Blvd., Sacramento. For more 
information, contact Deni Marshall at denimarshall@gmail.
com or 916-803-5699, or Melissa at 916-446-4861.

March 8, 2017. Leisure League at Temple Or Rishon. 
Celebrated Sacramento movie reviewer and radio personality 
Matias Bombal and master pianist Jim Jordan return to regale 
the Leisure League with songs from the 1930s-40s. This duo 
always delivers a memorable musical afternoon showcasing 
the beloved American songs and songwriters of a bygone era. 
Leisure League is funded by The Trust Fund for the Jewish 
Elderly and the Jewish Federation of the Sacramento Region. 
$5 includes lunch and entertainment. Noon-2:00pm. 7755 
Hazel Ave., Orangevale. For more information or to RSVP, 
contact federation@jewishsac.org.

CALENDAR March 9, 2017. Chai Tea Sponsored by the Women of B’nai 
Israel. Mothers & grandmothers, daughters & granddaughters, 
aunts & nieces, and girlfriends are invited to the WBI 
Intergenerational Chai Tea Sunday, Treats prepared by Caryn 
Mizzi along with a variety of teas. Craft program also included. 
$18. 1:30-3:30pm. Congregation B’nai Israel, 3600 Riverside 
Blvd., Sacramento. For more information, contact Caryn Mizzi at 
cookingwithcaryn@yahoo.com.

March 16, 2017. Women of B’nai Israel holds a “Girls Night 
Out.” Come and enjoy a relaxed, no-host dinner at a local 
restaurant with your WBI friends and meet new ones. Check 
the WBI Facebook page for location: https://www.facebook.
com/CBIWBI/. 6:00-7:30pm. Congregation B’nai Israel, 3600 
Riverside Blvd., Sacramento. For more information, contact 
Esther Gaines at esthermg@gmail.com.

March 18, 2017. Chanting/Contemplative Shabbat Morning 
Service. Offers a more personal relationship with the Divine 
via chanting, meditative, and contemplative exercises. Torah 
is read Renewal-style; there is no Haftarah reading, and only 
three aliyot, each accompanied by a special kavannah. Any 
davener who feels called by a kavannah may come up for one 
or more aliyot. 10:00am-Noon. Congregation Bet Haverim 
Sanctuary, 1715 Anderson Rd., Davis. Every third Saturday. 
Verify schedule at www.bethaverim.org/worship. For more 
information, contact cnmshepard@comcast.net.

March 18, 2017. The Bible and Environmental Ethics in the 
Age of Modern Science, Climate Change, and Denial with 
Prof. Ingrid Lilly. The Hebrew Bible/Tanakh is saturated with 
ancient ideas about the value of land, the natural world, and 
a theological imagination about climate. This talk will explore 
the major ecological themes of the Hebrew Bible, trace some 
important instances in the history of the Bible and science, 
and lay out several issues confronting environmental biblical 
interpretation today. 7:00-8:30pm. Congregation B’nai Israel, 
3600 Riverside Blvd., Sacramento. For more information, 
contact 916-446-4861 or rsvp@bnais.com.

March 19, 2017. The Jewish Spirituality Challenge: What Do 
You Need? Alan Morinis, founder of The Mussar Institue will 
provide a webcast message and then participants will discuss 
these important and relevant issues in an intimate small group 
format. If you are not familiar with Mussar, this is a way to 
introduce you to it. Our small group will be facilitated by Deni 
Deutsch Marshall, a Mussar Institute teacher and facilitator. 
Ongoing groups will be offered in fall. $18. 11:00am-12:30pm. 
B’nai Israel, 3600 Riverside Blvd., Sacramento. For more 
information, contact denimarshall@gmail.com or 916-803-
5699.

March 19, 2017. Shushan Banquet “Preparing a Queen: 
Beauty—Inside and Out.” Join the Women’s Network of 
Mosaic Law Congregation for our 3rd Annual catered Luncheon 
Banquet (formerly known as Vashti’s Banquet), where we will 
dine on Eastern Mediterranean food, enjoy a belly dancing 
demonstration and lesson, decorate ourselves with henna 
tattoos, and learn how to become more beautiful—inside 
and out. Come in your best royal, Eastern Mediterranean 

or Persian attire and help supervise the preparations. $41. Noon-
2:15pm. Mosaic Law Congregation, 2300 Sierra Blvd., Sacramento. 
For more information, contact Dawn Maurer at 818-653-6519 
or mlcspecialevents@gmail.com.

March 21, 2017. JACS (Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically Dependent 
Persons, and Significant Others). For Jewish persons with an addiction 
and their loved ones. Includes alcohol, narcotics, gambling, food, or 
any addiction that contributes to making one’s life unmanageable and 
families who are experiencing the effects of their loved one’s illness. 
JACS is based on 12-Step programs. Confidential and anonymous. 
Third Tuesday of every month. Free. 6:30-7:30pm. Temple Or Rishon, 
7755 Hazel Ave., Orangevale (Classroom 6). For more information, 
contact 916-988-4100.

March 23, 2017. Leisure League at the Albert Einstein Residence 
Center. “Oldies but goodies” certainly describes this group of vocalists 
and musicians, as well as the songs they have been  performing for 
audiences all over the greater Sacramento region since 1972. “You’ve 
got to get them back again—fast!” is a statement often expressed 
after another spectacular performance by this all-volunteer, “sing-
along” chorus and band. Leisure League is funded by The Trust Fund 
for the Jewish Elderly and the Jewish Federation of the Sacramento 
Region. $5 includes lunch and entertainment. Noon-2:00pm. 1935 
Wright St., Sacramento. For more information or to RSVP, contact 
federation@jewishsac.org.

March 25, 2016. License to Party: Temple Or Rishon’s Annual Gala. 
Join Temple Or Rishon for a fun evening, James Bond style! Raffles, 
silent and live auctions, small plates, and a no host bar. $36. 6:30-
9:30pm. 7755 Hazel Ave., Orangevale. For more information, contact 
916-988-4100 or office@orrishon.org, or visit www.OrRishon.org.

March 25-26, 2017. Time Capsule in a Milk Can. Commissioned by 
the US Holocaust Museum for its 10th Anniversary, it tells the story of 
Emmanuel Ringelblum, who was responsible for saving thousands of 
documents from the Warsaw Ghetto by hiding them in milk cans and 
other storage containers. One-person play starring Marc Spiegel. First 
performance in Northern California. Adults $25; Students $10. Tickets 
are available at https://goo.gl/sjnkLG. March 25th: 8:00-10:00pm; 
March 26th 10:30am-12:30pm (free performance for religious 
school students). Congregation B’nai Israel, 3600 Riverside Blvd., 
Sacramento. For more information, contact 916-806-8098.

March 26, 2017. A Moveable Feast—A Benefit for Congregation Beth 
Shalom. Gala evening fundraiser for Congregation Beth Shalom. $75. 
7:00-10:00pm. Antiquite Maison Privee, 2114 P St., Sacramento . For 
more information, contact marlodewing@cbshalom.org.

March 27, 2017. Heart and Spirit Chant Circle. Led by Bet Haverim 
members who have trained with Rabbi Shefa Gold, this gathering 
features Rabbi Shefa’s chants as a unique way to access spirituality. 
Short texts from the Tanach are paired with melodies. Participants 
do not need a musical background, just an openness to experience 
the power of chant. 7:00-8:45pm. Congregation Bet Haverim 
Sanctuary, 1715 Anderson Rd., Davis. Every fourth Monday. Verify 
schedule at www.bethaverim.org/worship. For more information, 
contact cnmshepard@comcast.net.
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CALENDAR

Tuesday evening, April 11, 2017
Mosaic Law Congregation  
invites you and your family to our 
 Second NightPassover Seder!

Rabbi Reuven Taff  & Cantor Ben Rosner will delight, 
educate, and entertain you and your entire family 
as we celebrate the Second Night of Pesach. Master 
Chef Michael Strand will be preparing the dinner.

Ticket pricing before March 15th :
MLC members: $50 Non-members: $60
Children (4 - 11 with a kid-friendly meal): $25  
Children under 4 years are free

Purchase tickets: 
online: https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=61477c
or, in person at the Mosaic Law office
2300 Sierra Boulevard, Sacramento

For more information:
email: mlcsecondseder@gmail.com
or call: 916.488.1122

O�o Geismar,
1927

for reservations: www.ncjwsac.org

JO IN US

National Council of Jewish Women | Sacramento Section

Celebrate Women’s 
History Month in March 
with National Council 
of Jewish Women

March 17:  Crocker Museum Event — Japanese 
art and its influence in the world, photographs 
of the internment of the Japanese during WWII. 
Docent Linda Tochterman and author Eileen Sunada 
Sarasohn will be our guides. Reservations required.

March 29:  Motherhood by Choice — a powerful 
documentary film co-sponsored with League of 
Women Voters. 

March 31:  Mitzvah in a Minute — Have fun and 
do a mitzvah sorting Gala clothes at Women’s 
Empowerment. School age children welcome. 

April 2:  Spring Fashion Show at Katia’s — $36 
donation, includes brunch. Reservations required. 

April 23:  Save the Date for Founder’s Day —
honoring our unsung heroines and heroes as we 
celebrate the “birth” of NCJW.

 

1715 Anderson Road, Davis   
 

Learn more at          
www.bethaverim.org/
education/adult-education 

The Bible’s Buried Secrets 
 

Sunday, April 9, 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
Congregation Bet Haverim Social Hall •  Davis  

 

Organized by the Adult Education Committee 
 

Free Program, No RSVP 
 
 

Screening of the eponymous                     
2008 PBS Nova film 

 
 
 

Insights & discussion with  
Dr. Robert Platzner , author & former 

Chair of the CSUS Humanities &           
Religious Studies Department 

   
 
 

    Discover 
 
 

          • The historicity of the biblical narrative 
          • The formation of the biblical canon 
          • The shift from polytheism to monotheism 

 

RECURRING EVENTS
 Sundays

Temple Or Rishon Writer’s Group. Like to write? Come join us 
at our monthly meeting— Sunday dates vary each month. Writers 
at all levels welcome. Our members write short stories, poetry, 
biography, plays, children’s lit, you name it. Our first anthology of 
member-written work, Sunday Stories, is available on Amazon. 
Meeting dates vary. Free. 10:00-11:30am. 7755 Hazel Ave., 
Orangevale. For more information, contact carolcatinari@gmail.com.

Men’s Tefillin Club. Every second Sunday to lay Tefillin, learn 
Torah, and enjoy breakfast. 9:00-10:00am. Chabad Jewish 
Community Center, 302 B South Lexington Dr., Folsom. For more 
information, contact 916-608-9811 or visit www.JewishFolsom.org.

 Mondays
Monthly discussion group led by Rabbi Melamed on the 
second Monday of every month. KOH Library and Cultural 
Center, 2300 Sierra Blvd., Sacramento. 1:30-3:00pm. Free. For 
more information, contact 916-484-7333 or jacks.dad@att.net.

Jewish Book Club at Temple Or Rishon. Every fourth Monday 
at 7:00pm. 7755 Hazel Ave., Orangevale. All are welcome. For our 
reading list, visit www.orrishon.org, select Programs for All Ages, 
then Book Club. For more information, contact Alison Braverman at 
916-988-7110 or alcinp1@aol.com.

Loaves and Fishes. The third Monday of each month, the Jewish 
community serves lunch to the homeless at Loaves and Fishes. 1321 
North C St., Sacramento. Volunteer at 7:30am to help prepare food or at 
10:45am to help serve. For more information, contact mary@mosaiclaw.org.

 Tuesdays
Israeli Dancing. For more information about dates and venue, join 
Israelidancesac-subscribe@yahoogroups.com or contact Jeanette at 
916-799-7213.

 Thursdays
David Lubin Lodge, B’nai B’rith. Third Thursday of each month, 8:00pm. 
Albert Einstein Residence Center Eatery, 1935 Wright St., Sacramento. For 
more information, contact Bernie Marks at 916-363-0122. 

 Fridays
Gan K’ton. For young children 18 months-5 years. Sing, play, create, 
listen to, and taste all the wonders of being Jewish, along with preparing 
for Shabbat. 10:00am. $10/class. Enrollment and fees required. 
Scholarships available. Temple Or Rishon, 7755 Hazel Ave., Orangevale. 
For more information, contact 916-988-4100.

Tot Shabbat. Services, Singing, Storytelling, and Oneg for all children, 
including all who are young at heart. 6:00pm. Temple Or Rishon, 7755 
Hazel Ave., Orangevale. For more information, contact 916-988-4100.

Continued
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Sunday, April 23, 2017
6:30pm
Congregation B’nai Israel
3600 Riverside Blvd., Sacramento

COMMUNITYWIDE YOM HASHOAH COMMEMORATION
FEATURED SPEAKER, PAULA BURGER

“Hundreds of Jews dwelled in the dense forest, including countless women who had lost 
their husbands and children. These women gravitated toward men who could offer them 
protection. If a man accepted a woman as his companion, she became his forest wife. [This] 
would not be tolerated in traditional Jewish society, but there was nothing traditional about 
our circumstances.”

  —From Paula’s Windows, written by Paula Burger and Andrea Jacobs

By the time Paula Burger was 9 years old, she had escaped death more times than she could count. Burger survived the Holocaust by hiding 
with more than 1,000 other Jews in the Naliboki forest of what is now Belarus. In all, she spent more than 2 years in the forest alongside her 

father and brother. The story of the forest camp Burger describes was turned into the 2008 movie Defiance, starring Daniel Craig.

The Communitywide Yom Hashoah Commemoration is sponsored by the JCRC with the support of the Sacramento Board of Rabbis and 
CVHEN. Refreshments provided by Congregation Beth Shalom. For more information, contact eeinhorn@jewishsac.org.



WE’RE WITH YOU EVERY STEP OF THE WAY!

I/We hereby pledge $ _________________ to the 2017 Jewish Federation Annual Campaign

Name(s) of Contributor(s): ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

City: _________________________________________________________________________ State: ________  Zip: _______________

Phone: ______________________________________________  Email: _____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Profession: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Visa      MasterCard      American Express      Discover     

Card#:________________________________________________________________________ Expiration Date: ____________________

Name on credit card: ___________________________________________________________ Billing Zip: _________________________

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO THE JEWISH FEDERATION
2130 21st Street, Sacramento, CA 95818  |  Phone: 916-486-0906  |  www.jewishsac.org

The 2017 Jewish Federation Annual Campaign


