COOPER’S ISLAND NATURE RESERVE
Bermuda Skink
(Eumeces longirostris)

Land Hermit Crab

The Tropic Longtail

The Bermuda Petrel

(Coenobita clypeatus)

(Phaethon lepturus catesbyi)

(Pterodroma cahow)
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The Bermuda Skink or Bermuda Rock Lizard is
one of the rarest lizards in the world. Adult males
and females have shiny brown or black body
scales, a pale belly and an orange throat
patch. They can grow up to 20 cm (8in) long.
Juveniles have coppery scales, a pale belly, and
have black and cream coloured stripes running
down both sides of their body. Baby skinks have
bright blue tails, which they use to confuse
predators (who bite the tail instead of their
head). The skink then escapes and grows a new
tail.
Skinks usually stay on the ground or crawl up onto
rocks to bathe in the sun, and are found living in
small patches of rocky shorelines.
Bermuda Skinks are considered critically
endangered and face many threats including loss
of natural habitat, entrapment in glass bottles and
predation from rats, cats and Kiskadees. So please
put all trash in the provided litter bins.

The Land Hermit Crab is the biggest hermit crab
in Bermuda, growing up to 10 cm (4 inches) long,
and they are the only hermit crabs found on land.

Bermuda is home to the largest breeding
population of the White Tailed Tropicbird in the
Atlantic, with approximately 3000 nesting pairs.

Its habitats include mangrove forests, salt marshes
and coastal forest. They can be often found hiding
under coastal vegetation, under rock ledges or in
holes in trees where herons and other predators
cannot find them.

Longtails spend most of their life at sea only
coming ashore to breed in early spring. They
begin their courtship with a fantastic aerial ballet,
then pair off in late spring. The female lays one
egg in a burrow made in a rocky cavity along
Bermuda’s cliffs. The chick hatches after 42 days
and is able to fly within 70 days. The adult birds
will stay in Bermuda until their chick fully
fledges. An adult can live up to 20 years.

All hermit crabs live in a shell that they carry on
their back like a snail. Unlike snails, hermit crabs
do not produce their own shell, they use an old
shell made by another animal. The main source of
shells for the Bermuda Land Hermit Crab is the
West Indian Topshell.
When the hermit crab grows too big for its shell, it
will search for a bigger one; crawling quickly out
of its small shell and into the new one.
Land Hermit Crabs are threatened in Bermuda and
should never be disturbed or removed when seen.

If you see a Skink you can report it by contacting
the Department of Conservation Services.
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The largest population of
Tropicbirds are found in the
Castle Harbour area (500600). Unfortunately recent
hurricanes have destroyed up
to half its nest sites. To give
the Longtail a helping hand
Longtail igloos, essentially
prefabricated housing, are continually being
placed in suitable locations along cliffs and in
nature reserves. All burrows are very
susceptible to predation from dogs and rats which is one of the reasons why dogs are
restricted from Cooper’s Island Nature Reserve.
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For further information please contact the Department of Conservation Services:- (441) 293-2727 or visit our website:- www.conservation.bm
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Bermuda’s national bird, the Cahow is a member
of the Gadfly Petrel family, which are related to
Albatrosses and Shearwaters. They are longwinged seabirds that live on the open ocean, never
visiting land except to breed. Cahows feed mainly
on small squid, fish and shrimp. Both sexes are
virtually identical and the adult Cahow are strictly
nocturnal; returning to Bermuda on dark nights
each Autumn to court, mate and build a nest in
rocky crevices, sandy pockets or small caves.
Females lay a single large white egg which they
incubate for 2 months. The young fledge in early
summer, leaving Bermuda, not to return for 5
years until they are sexually mature. When they do
return they make their burrow on the very same
rocky islet they were hatched. Cahows are thought
to live for over 30 years.
The Cahow was believed to be extinct for nearly
300 years until several were found in 1951. Since
that time, dedicated conservationists have worked
tirelessly to bring this species back from the brink
of extinction. With their breeding areas restricted
to several small rocky islands, very vulnerable to
hurricanes, a new breeding population has recently
been established on Nonsuch Island. Today there
are in total 98 nesting pairs and the population
continues to grow well to a self sustaining level.
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