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Romeo and Juliet Fantasy Overture
by Tchaikovsky
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activities...in one download!)
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Please enjoy this complimentary SQUILT lesson. If you enjoy 
this lesson, you can purchase the SQUILT curriculum, which 

includes many lessons similar to this one, grouped by 
musical era. 

If you mention this lesson on your blog or website, please 
link back to my page. Do not distribute this lesson without 

my permission.

Thanks!   Mary @ Homegrown Learners  and SQUILT Music

The goal of a SQUILT lesson is to give your child  exposure  
to a piece of beautiful music and to train their ears to listen  
for the elements of music. It's not so much about filling in  

the SQUILT notebooking page “correctly” as it is  
developing attention, discrimination, and appreciation 

(skills that translate into so much more than music  
appreciation).

SQUILT lessons can include a little or a lot – as the parent  
you should judge how much your child can handle in one 
sitting. It is a wonderful day when your child hears a piece 
of music and starts talking with you about its finer points! 
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http://www.squiltmusic.com/
http://www.squiltmusic.com/
http://www.homegrownlearners.com/


Instructions for the Lesson:

 {Preface this first listening by going over the SQUILT notebooking sheet 
and prepping them for what they will be listening for: dynamics, 

rhythm/tempo, instrumentation, and mood.  Be sure to tell the child the 
name of the piece and a little background. }

Play the piece of music for your child. During the first listening, the child is  
asked to be “Super Quiet” and listen to the entire piece of music (preferably  
with their eyes closed).  

This is their time to use their imagination and  listening ears to glean as much  
about the music as possible!

After the initial listening, have children discuss the music and notebook 
their findings. Listen again together and talk as you listen about what you are 
hearing.  Children are being TRAINED to listen, so you will need to walk them 
through their first SQUILT lessons. 

Little ones may simply color while they listen (“Draw a picture for me 
about what you hear!”) or talk to you about the music.  

The goal is to make these lessons short, meaningful, and enjoyable. They 
are designed to introduce your children to the great musical classics. 

*Other activities are included and can be interspersed throughout your 
week. Immerse your children in Tchaikovsky and study the composer for 

an entire week! 
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SQUILT Freebie:
 Love Theme From Romeo & Juliet Fantasy Overture

by Tchaikovsky

About the piece:  Tchaikovsky was was deeply moved by  
Shakespeare's plays, particularly Romeo and Juliet. This love theme 
represents Romeo and Juliet's first meeting and the scene at Juliet's  
balcony.  This theme is just a 3 minute excerpt from the middle of the  
overture. (The others parts of the overture represent the family feud and 
the priest who tried to bring the family together.) The piece premiered in  
1870 is one of the most famous love themes in all of music history. 

Tchaikovsky started writing this piece at the age of 29, which is the same 
age Shakespeare was when he wrote Romeo and Juliet. We will be  
listening to and analyzing the section from the overture that is most  
familiar – the LOVE THEME. 

Learn how to pronounce Tchaikovsky
 
Listen to the theme. (Remember, the first listening is done with eyes 
closed and no writing – just get to know the piece and  listen for the elements 
on the SQUILT notebooking page)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=upyQMC-ioKE
http://www.howjsay.com/index.php?word=pyotr%20ilyich%20tchaikovsky


Dynamics: Can you hear louds and softs in this piece? (In music loud is 
written as FORTE, and soft is written as PIANO. These are dynamics.) This 
piece is from the Romantic Era and these louds and softs are important in 
conveying the composer's feelings. Wouldn't the music be BORING without 
these dynamics?

• In the DYNAMICS box of the SQUILT sheet , write a sentence that tells 
about the dynamics in this piece OR draw a picture to creatively show 
louds and softs in the piece. Remember – no answer is incorrect! 

• The symbol < can be used to show music getting louder, it is called a 

CRESCENDO. Alternately the symbol > is called a DECRESCENDO and 
shows music getting softer.

Rhythm/Tempo: The tempo (speed of the beat) of this piece is 
Andante non tanto quasi moderato which basically is a moderate 
walking tempo. 

• In the Rhythm/Tempo box write the tempo of the piece – either in the 
Italian terms or your own words.

• Do you hear any repeated rhythmic patterns in this music? If so, write 
about them. 

Instrumentation:  Tchaikovsky used a LARGE orchestra for Romeo and 
Juliet. All four families of the orchestra should be heard – have your student 
write down as many instruments as they hear. For a listing of the instruments 
and which families they are in, visit SFS Kids – Fun With Music.

Mood:  Obviously this is a ROMANTIC piece of music... write adjectives or 
draw pictures on the SQUILT sheet to depict the mood of the piece.
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http://www.sfskids.org/templates/instorchframe.asp?pageid=3


SQUILT
Super Quiet UnInterrupted Listening Time
    Dynamics

(The Louds and Softs in Music)

Rhythm/Tempo
(Patterns of Sound and the 

Speed of the Beat)

Instrumentation
(4 Families: Strings, Woodwinds,  

Brass, Percussion)

Mood
(How does the music make you 

feel?)

Title:  __________________________
Composer: ______________________
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Shakespeare 
and

                 Tchaikovsky

(This activity might be suitable for older children)

Read this synopsis of Romeo and Juliet 
from Kids Love Shakespeare.

Then, listen to the ENTIRE Overture from 
Romeo and Juliet and see if you can 

“hear the story” in the music.

At what point in the overture do you hear  
the Love Theme? (8:00-9:00 into the  

piece
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cxj8vSS2ELU


Tchaikovsky's Love Theme
in Modern Music

This theme is one that has been used numerous 
times in modern music... pop songs, cartoons, 

and more. It has been said that “Imitation is the 
highest form of flattery.” This is definitely true in 
the case of Tchaikovsky's Love Theme! Click the 
links below to watch instances of that flattery:

Pop singer Eric Carman singing 
“Never Gonna Fall in Love Again”.

“Lovely, so Lovely” - from Disney's Three Musketeers
What point do you hear the theme?  (:55 and 1:35)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7gDfWHPyd5g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YgIy9-eyDcg#t=15


The Comp!er:
Peter Ilyich 
Tchaiko"ky

Spend time getting to know this interesting composer.  I've included 
some good links for learning about him, as well as notebooking 
pages I have created.  Research and notebook your findings!

• Read Famous Children Tchaikovsky 

• Tchaikovsky's biography from Making Music Fun.
• Tchaikovsky's biography from Classics for Kids.

• Tchaikovsky coloring page   – might keep little ones busy while 
listening.

• Tchaikovsky word search  
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http://www.makingmusicfun.net/htm/f_printit_free_printable_worksheets/tchaikovsky-word-search.htm
http://www.classicsforkids.com/composers/bio.asp?id=57
http://www.makingmusicfun.net/htm/f_mmf_music_library/hey-kids-meet-peter-ilyich-tchaikovsky.htm
http://www.amazon.com/Tchaikovsky-Famous-Children-Ann-Rachlin/dp/0812015452


Peter Ilyich 
Tchaiko"ky

1840-1893
______________________________
______________________________

___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________
___________________

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
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Additional Listening Links for Enrichment :

• 1812 Overture   
• March Slave   (pronounced slahv)- Slavonic  

March
• Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy  

• 5  th   Symphony  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e4Lxc6w61J4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wz_f9B4pPtg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5poSw7tFLB4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N0cpKzDoOdA

