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Please enjoy this complimentary SQUILT lesson. 

If you enjoy this lesson, you can purchase the SQUILT curriculum, which 
includes many lessons similar to this one, grouped by musical era. If you 
mention this lesson on your blog or website, please link back to my page. 

Do not distribute this lesson without my permission. 

*I cannot guarantee what will be seen when you use YouTube. Please 
preview all links and watch WITH your children. All images are courtesy 

Clipart.com. 

Enjoy! 
Mary @ Homegrown Learners and SQUILT Music 

The goal of a SQUILT lesson is to give your child exposure to a piece of beautiful 

music and to train their ears to listen for the elements of music. It's not so much about 

filling in the SQUILT notebooking page “correctly” as it is developing attention, 

discrimination, and appreciation (skills that translate into so much more than music 

appreciation). SQUILT lessons can include a little or a lot – as the parent you should 

judge how much your child can handle in one sitting. It is a wonderful day when your 

child hears a piece of music and starts talking with you about its finer points! 
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Instructions for the Lesson: {Preface the first listening by going over the SQUILT 

notebooking sheet and prepping them for what they will be listening for: dynamics, 

rhythm/tempo, instrumentation, and mood. Be sure to tell the child the name of the 

piece and a little background. } 

Play the piece of music for your child (using the listening links provided). During 

the first listening, the child is asked to be “Super Quiet” and listen to the entire piece 

of music (preferably with their eyes closed). This is their time to use their imagination 

and listening ears to glean as much about the music as possible! 

After the initial listening, have children discuss the music and notebook their 

findings. Listen again together and talk as you listen about what you are hearing. 

Children are being TRAINED to listen, so you will need to walk them through their 

first SQUILT lessons. Little ones may simply color while they listen (“Draw a picture 

for me about what you hear!”) or talk to you about the music. 

The goal is to make these lessons short, meaningful, and enjoyable. They are 

designed to introduce your children to the great musical classics. *Other activities are 

included and can be interspersed throughout your week. Immerse your children in 

Tchaikovsky and study the composer for an entire week! 
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SQUILT
Super Quiet UnInterrupted Listening Time
    Dynamics

(The Louds and Softs in Music)

Rhythm/Tempo
(Patterns of Sound and the 

Speed of the Beat)

Instrumentation
(4 Families: Strings, 

Woodwinds, Brass, Percussion)

Mood
(How does the music make you 

feel?)

Title:  __________________________
Composer: ______________________
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   Draw What 
   You Hear
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Hallelujah Chorus
by George Frederick Handel

About:  The Hallelujiah Chorus is part of Handel’s ORATORIO, The 
Messiah. Written in 1751, it is Handel’s best known piece and remains wildly 
popular to this day. Written in the BAROQUE era, this piece reflects 
Handel’s faith. The text from this oratorio is taking from King James version 
of the Bible.  You can see the text in English here and in Latin here. 

The story goes that King George II was so moved when he heard the 
Hallelujiah Chorus that he stood (which is why it is expected for people to 
stand today when they hear the piece) – but there is some debate about the 
accuracy of this story! 

Read more about the Baroque Era.

*Parents: read more deeply about The Messiah

Listen to Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus  

Dynamics:  The Hallelujah Chorus has a wide range of dynamics. 
Encourage your children to listen for louds and softs – you can point them 
to this resource about dynamics so they can use the proper terminology (but 
it’s ok if they just want to say LOUD and SOFT, too!).

Rhythm/Tempo:   The official “Tempo” of the piece is “Allegro”, which is 
a brisk speed. The rhythms in the piece are repeated over and over... and if 
you listen carefully, the same rhythms are repeated at different levels 
(getting higher and higher). We could get much more complicated than this, 
but try to have your children listen for a fast TEMPO and REPEATED 
RHYTHMIC PATTERNS. 

© Homegrown Learners, LLC – 2015

http://dictionary.onmusic.org/appendix/topics/dynamics
https://www.youtube.com/watch?t=23&v=C3TUWU_yg4s
file:///Users/maryprather/Desktop/What I find particularly impressive about the Messiah is that it doesn't end with the empty tomb or the resurrection appearances. In fact, these aren't even mentioned. Rather, Handel carries the story of Easter forward to Pentecost and the preaching of the word, and even as far as the final resurrection of all people. Thus, the Messiah is not an Easter Sunday composition so much as an Eastertide masterpiece. It points us to the broader and deeper implications of Christ's resurrection, while leading us before the throne of God where we offer "blessing and honour, glory and power" to the One who sits on the throne and to the Lamb.Read more: http://www.patheos.com/blogs/markdroberts/series/handels-messiah-an-unexpected-easter-masterpiece/#ixzz3VnyUnkRk
http://www.baroque.org/baroque/whatis.htm
http://hallelujah-chorus.com/text/latin.html
http://hallelujah-chorus.com/text/english.html


Instrumentation:  What instruments of the orchestra are you hearing? 
Instruments are: oboe, bassoon, trumpet I and II , timpani, violin I, violin II, 
viola, cello and harpsichord / organ. You also are hearing a CHORUS of 
voices. Remember, the Baroque orchestra was smaller than the orchestra of 
today. 

Mood:  The title says it all – HALLELUJAH!  He is risen!  How is this 
reflected in the music?  Encourage your children to talk about how the 
music makes them feel and see if they can write adjectives to describe how 
the music makes them feel, too.

Supplemental Activities

Learn more about the Oratorio – note this form of music ceased to 
exist after the death of Bach and Handel in the 1700s.

Read a little more about Handel.  Have your child complete the 
following notebooking page – with facts they remember about the 

composer. 

Download Handel, The Story of a Boy Who Practiced in an Attic 
for FREE at Project Gutenberg. 
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http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/35157
http://kids.britannica.com/comptons/article-9276203/oratorio
http://www.classicsforkids.com/composers/bio.asp?id=26


George Frederick Handel
(1685-1759)

__________________________
__________________________
__________________________

_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________

__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
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Thank you!

To purchase more SQUILT 
lessons, visit SQUILT Music!

http://www.squiltmusic.com/

