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Berean Spirit
“... they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.” 

                                                                                                                                                                          (Acts 17:10-11)

This study is compiled from one of 
the pioneers’ (A.T. Jones’) small book 
entitled This Is the Church.—Editor

CHRISTIAN UNITY

Christian Unity is always among the 
Christian things that are of the greatest 
importance. Yet while Christian Unity 
is in itself of great importance, to know 
what it is, is of greater importance. This 
is because to desire, and to strive for, 
and to promote, as Christian Unity what 
is not Christian Unity at all is a most 
dangerous mistake and an immense 
loss. Much of just this has been done, 
and much of it is being done just now as 
a part of the several great “movements” 
in and by the churches that are now be-
ing urged. 

In studying Christian Unity for what 
it really is, it will be helpful first of all 
plainly to state what it is not. One of the 
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Christian Unity 
by A. T. Jones

Christian Unity 
clearest expressions of what it is not is 
the following prodigiously false state-
ment of what it is: 

“1. Unity of doctrine and faith, 
which consists in the common accord 
of all the Faithful in admitting and be-
lieving all that the teaching church pro-
poses to them as revealed or confirmed 
by Jesus Christ. 

“2. Unity of government, which pro-
duces unity of communion, and which 
consists in the submission of all the 
Faithful to their respective bishops and 
in particular to the Roman Pontiff, su-
preme Head of the church.” 

Yet utterly false and Romish as all of 
that is, take away from it only the part 
that pertains to “the Roman Pontiff,” 
and it fairly expresses the view of every 
denomination in the world as to what is 
Christian Unity. But Christian Unity is 
altogether another thing than is any of 
that; and is as far higher than all of that 
as Heaven is higher than the earth. 

Uniting of Christians upon doctrine, 
is not Christian Unity. Agreement of 
Christians in belief, is not Christian 
Unity. Uniting or agreeing of Christians 
upon a platform or statement of belief, 
or of doctrine, or of principles, is not 
Christian Unity. Uniting of Christians 
in an agreed assent and submission 
to an order of church organization or 

church-government, is not Christian 
Unity. Union of purpose or of effort of 
Christians or among Christians in pro-
moting a cause, is not Christian Unity. 
Free and pleasant fraternal association 
of Christians, is not Christian Unity. 

Christians might have all of these 
things in one combination, indeed many 
of them do, and yet not have Christian 
Unity at all. Christian Unity is far more 
and far higher than is any association or 
denomination or federation or council 
even of all the Christians in the world 
for any purpose or upon any platform 
or in any cause or in submission to any 
church-government. And it is so well 
worth having that it is worth more than 
all other things put together. 

Come then, let us know what it is in 
its pure truth and splendid worth, and 
then let us have it for all that it is worth. 

THE CHURCH OF GOD 

In entering upon the study of The 
Church of the Living God, there is an 
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essential that should first be considered: 
and not only first, but first and last and 
all the time. That essential is, The Place 
of the Holy Spirit. 

In the preceding study booklet, The 
Greater Purpose, it was related how 
that at the beginning of the building of 
The Church according to the new order 
of the eleven apostles, all of whom had 
been personally chosen, and called, and 
taught for three years, and ordained, and 
commissioned, by the Lord Himself, 
to go and preach the Gospel in all the 
world, were not allowed to go anywhere 
not to preach at all till they were endued 
with power from on high in the baptism 
with the Holy Spirit. And they must tarry 
in Jerusalem and wait for that baptism. 

At Pentecost that Baptism came. 
The Holy Spirit took His place, which 
was the first place of all. Then they 
preached the Gospel and the work went 
on. And that work went on with always 

the Holy Spirit in His own place, and 
that the first place of all and over all and 
through all and in all. This is God’s way 
with His Church and in His Church, and 
it must be our way. 

Let us trace for a little distance, this 
way of the Lord in and with His own 
Church: before man usurped the place 
of the Lord, and machinery the place of 
the Holy Spirit. 

The second chapter of Acts is the 
story of the coming of the Holy Spirit 
upon the apostles, Peter’s sermon telling 
that this was the fulfillment of the proph-
ecy by Joel that God would pour out His 
Spirit “upon all flesh,” and the call to all 
to repent and be baptized, “and ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” 

The third and fourth chapters tell 
of the healing of the lame man at the 
gate of the temple, of Peter’s sermon 
to the crowd that gathered and of Pe-
ter and John being arrested and impris-
oned by the priests and the captain of 
the temple and the Sadducees of the 
Sanhedrin, of the trial next day by the 
great council where “Peter, filled with 
the Holy Ghost,” made answer; and be-
ing let go, the two apostles went to their 
own company where they all together 
prayed “and they were all filled with 
the Holy Ghost.” 

The fifth chapter tells of the trick of 
Ananias and Sapphira in the matter of 
their agreeing to deceive as to the sale 
and gift of their property. And this was 
“to lie to the Holy Ghost,” and “to tempt 
the Spirit of the Lord.” The consequenc-
es were immediate and dreadful. 

Then the apostles were all arrested 
by the high priest and council and were 
imprisoned for trial again. “But the an-
gel of the Lord by night opened the pris-
on doors and brought them forth, and 
said Go, stand and speak in the temple 
to the people all the words of this Life.” 
Again they were arrested and brought 
before the council “and all the senate 

of the children of Israel,” where again 
Peter “and the other apostles” preached 
the Gospel and declared. “We are wit-
nesses of these things, and so also is the 
Holy Ghost whom God hath given to 
them that obey Him.” 

The sixth and seventh chapters tell 
of the choosing of men “full of the Holy 
Ghost and Wisdom” to have charge of 
the “business” in “the daily ministra-
tion;” and of Stephen “a man full of faith 
and of the Holy Ghost” speaking before 
the council with his face shining “as it 
had been the face of an angel,” and of 
his “being full of the Holy Ghost” and 
looking up into heaven and seeing “the 
glory of God and Jesus standing on the 
right hand of God.” 

The eighth chapter tells of the 
preaching by Philip in Samaria, and of 
their receiving “the Holy Ghost;” and 
of “the angel of the Lord” telling Philip 
to go from Samaria away down to the 
road that leads from Jerusalem to Gaza, 
where, when he arrived a man in a char-
iot was just then passing and reading 
in the book of Isaiah what is now the 
fifty-third chapter, and “the Spirit said 
unto Philip Go near, join thyself to this 
chariot.” Philip did so, and preached to 
him Jesus in that same Scripture; the 
man believed and was baptized and 
went on his way rejoicing; and the Spir-
it of the Lord caught away Philip, that 
the eunuch saw him no more.” 

The ninth chapter tells of the ap-
prehension and conversion of the rag-
ing Saul, by the appearing of the Lord 
Jesus Himself, of his being “filled with 
the Holy Ghost” by the laying on of the 
hands of Ananias who was sent to him 
for this purpose by the Lord Jesus “in 
a vision;” of “the churches walking in 
the fear of the Lord and the comfort of 
the Holy Ghost;” and of the raising of 
Dorcas from the dead. 

Continued on page 4 
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Raw organic nuts are a great source 
of healthy fat, vitamins, antioxidants, 
and fiber. And, contrary to popular be-
lief, eating healthy fat will actually help 
you lose weight. Far more often than not, 
if you’re struggling with excess weight, 
it’s because you’re eating too much sug-
ar and non-vegetable fiber carbs.

In fact, a high-fat, moderate protein, 
and low-carb diet is one of the most ef-
fective ways to shed stubborn weight, 
as it helps shift your body from burning 
sugar to burning fat as its primary fuel.

This kind of diet also promotes mito-
chondrial health, which is important for 
overall health and disease prevention.

NUTS LINkED TO LIFE ExTENSION 
AND REDUCED RISk OF DISEASE

A number of studies have linked 
nut consumption to life extension. One 
large-scale, 30-year long Harvard study 
found that:

• People who ate a small handful (ap-
proximately 1 ounce or 28 grams) 
of nuts seven times per week or 
more were 20 percent less likely 
to die for any reason, compared to 
those who avoided nuts.

• Eating nuts at least five times per 
week was associated with a 29 per-
cent drop in mortality risk from 

The healTh BenefiTs of nUTs
heart disease, and an 11 percent 
drop in mortality risk from cancer.

• Even those who ate nuts only 
occasionally—less than once a 
week—had a 7 percent reduction 
in mortality.

A HANDFUL OF ALmONDS EACH 
DAY HELpS CUT JUNk FOOD 

CONSUmpTION

One reason nuts are so beneficial is 
that many—including walnuts, hazel-
nuts, pecans, Brazil nuts, and almonds—
contain the amino acid l-arginine, which 
offers multiple vascular benefits to 
people with heart disease, or those who 
have increased risk for heart disease due 
to multiple cardiac risk factors.

They also contain healthy fats your 
body needs for optimal function, plus 
moderate amounts of protein and oth-
er valuable vitamins and minerals. Ac-
cording to a recent University of Flor-
ida study, eating a handful of almonds 
each day is a simple way to improve 
your diet and cut down on junk food.

ALmONDS

If you avoid dairy, calcium-rich al-
monds are a good choice to ensure you’re 
getting enough of this bone-building 
mineral. Almonds are also high in vi-
tamin E, a nutrient which helps to im-
prove the condition and appearance of 
your skin. For some extra heart help, 
swap flaked almonds for the whole 
nut—with the skin intact—because the 
almond’s skin is full of heart-protecting 
compounds called flavonoids.

BRAzIL NUTS

Ideal for those with low thyroid 
function, Brazils are a good source of 

the mineral selenium, which we need 
to produce the active thyroid hormone. 
Selenium also supports immunity and 
helps wounds to heal. You only need 
three or four Brazil nuts a day to get all 
the selenium you require.

CASHEwS

Because they contribute a good lev-
el of protein and are a useful source of 
minerals like iron and zinc, cashews 
make an excellent choice if you’re fol-
lowing a vegetarian diet. They’re also 
rich in the mineral magnesium, which 
is thought to improve recall and delay, 
age-related memory loss. Add a handful 
to a vegetarian stir-fry or use as a nut 
butter on crackers or bread.

CHESTNUTS

By far the nut with the lowest fat and 
calories, chestnuts are rich in starchy 
carbs and fiber, and in their raw form 
are a good source of vitamin C. They’re 
lower in protein than other nuts but 
make a useful contribution of B vita-
mins including B6. Ground chestnut 
flour can be used as a gluten-free flour 
for cakes and bakes, or buy fresh and 
roast for a tasty snack.

HAzELNUTS

Opt for hazelnuts if you’re con-
cerned about high levels of homocys-
teine, an amino acid which has been 
associated with heart problems as well 
as conditions like Parkinson’s. Ha-
zelnuts are a good source of folate, 
which plays a key role in keeping 
homocysteine within normal levels. 

Continued on page 7
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Christian Unity
Continued from page 2

The tenth chapter tells of “an an-
gel of God” speaking to Cornelius in a 
vision and telling him to send men to 
Joppa to call Peter to him; of a vision 
given to Peter to prepare for the com-
ing of the man; of the Spirit’s telling 
Peter that the men were seeking him 
and that he was to go with them; of 
his going and preaching in the house 
of Cornelius and “the Holy Ghost fell 
on all them which heard the word.” 

The eleventh chapter tells of the re-
hearsal of the foregoing experience to 
the Pharisaic believer at Jerusalem who 
contended with him for what had been 
done; of the preaching of the Gospel to 
the Gentiles in Antioch, and of the send-
ing of Barnabas over there “For he was 
a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost 
and of faith.” 

The twelfth chapter is the story of 
the deliverance of Peter from prison 
by the angel of the Lord; and Herod’s 
death from being smitten by the angel 
of the Lord. 

The thirteenth and fourteenth chap-
ters tell of “the Holy Ghost” saying to 
the church at Antioch, “Separate Me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work where-
unto I have called them,” and of their 
“being sent forth by the Holy Ghost;” of 
Saul, “full of the Holy Ghost” rebuking 
the opposing sorcerer; of the preaching 
of the Gospel at Antioch in Pisidia and 
of the disciples being “filled with joy 
and with the Holy Ghost.” 

The fifteenth chapter tells of the set-
tlement by the Holy Spirit of the con-
troversy as to circumcision and keeping 
the law for Salvation, and the sending 
forth of the letter saying, “It seemed 
good to the Holy Ghost and to us.” 

The sixteenth chapter tells us that 
Paul an apostle, and Silas a prophet 
“were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to 

preach the word in Asia” and assaying 
to go into Bithynia “the Spirit suffered 
them not;” and thus traveling on, they 
were brought down to Troas where in 
a “vision to Paul in the night a man of 
Macedonia called them over there. And 
chapters seventeen and eighteen tell of 
their experiences there and in Greece. 

Chapter nineteen tells that Paul 
found at Ephesus “certain disciples” to 
whom he said, “Have ye received the 
Holy Ghost since ye believed?” They 
replied, “We have not so much as heard 
whether there be any Holy Ghost.” 
“Unto what then were ye baptized?” 
“Unto John’s baptism.” Then Paul 
preached Christ to them, and “they were 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
And when Paul laid his hands upon them 
the Holy Ghost came on them; and they 
spake with tongues and prophesied.” 

In the twentieth chapter Paul is on 
his way to Jerusalem, and he called the 
elders of the church at Ephesus to meet 
him at Miletus; and in his words to them 
he said, “the Holy Ghost witnesseth in 
every city, saying that bonds and af-
flictions abide me;” and “Take heed to 
yourselves and to all the flock, over the 
which the Holy Ghost hath made you 
overseers to feed the flock of God.” 

In the twenty-first chapter, when 
Paul came to Tyre the disciples “said 
unto Paul through the Spirit that he 
should not go up to Jerusalem;” and 
when he came to Caesarea, the prophet 
Agabus met him and “took Paul’s girdle 
and bound his own hands and feet, and 
said, Thus saith the Holy Ghost, So shall 
the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that 
owneth this girdle, and shall deliver him 
into the hands of the Gentiles.” 

He went on to Jerusalem, and be-
ginning in the twenty-first chapter and 
reaching to the end of the book there 
is one of the most remarkable chains 
of the direct providence and working 
of God that ever occurred in the world. 
And the last words of Paul in the book, 

begin with the great characteristic of the 
man and of the book, “Well spake the 
Holy Ghost by Esaias the Prophet,” etc. 

From only this mere sketch of the 
book of Acts it is perfectly plain that 
the one thing that stands out plain and 
clear and prominent above all other 
things in the whole book and through-
out the whole book, is that the Holy 
Spirit was then the grand sovereign, 
reigning, and guiding power in the 
Church and of the Church. 

And next to that one great thing there 
stands clear and plain and prominent 
throughout, the splendid corresponding 
truth that the Christians of the time con-
stantly recognized and gladly yielded 
that sovereignty and reign and guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. Everywhere God’s 
Spirit is recognized as first. In all things 
He is considered first, and the first. If 
they had not done this, the record could 
not have been what it is; for then the 
experience would not have been what 
it was. 

Let Christians again so recognize 
and yield the sovereignty and reign and 
guidance of the Holy Spirit over and in 
themselves and over all things in and to 
the Church, then again will experience 
of individuals of the Church prove to be 
what it was at the first; for Christ is the 
same yesterday and today and forever. 

Such only is the rightful place of 
the Holy Spirit in individuals and in 
the Church; and Christ needs only that 
Christians yield to Him that place and 
recognize Him in that place, to prove 
Himself to be all that He ever was in the 
place that is supremely His. 

Thus in all things of The Church and 
to The Church and in The Church, the 
place of the Holy Spirit is the first place. 
No step can be taken and nothing can 
be done in the right way until the Holy 
Spirit is given His place. 

And this must be so now with us in 
the study of this greatest of all things — 
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The Church of the Living God. For it is 
the truth that, Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither have entered into the heart 
of man, the things which in The Church 
God hath prepared for them that love 
Him; but God hath revealed them unto 
us by His Spirit, for the Spirit searcheth 
all things, yea, the deep things of God.

CHURCH ORGANIzATION  

There has never been a system of 
what is called “church organization” 
that has not demonstrated itself to be as 
cruel as the devil. The theory is that such 
“church,” having the true church orga-
nization, is “the true church,” which to 
be in is the surety of eternal salvation, 
and which to be separated from is the 
guarantee of forfeiture of eternal life. 

Now it is certain that in the true 
Christian Church, only the true Christian 
Spirit must be found and only this Spirit 
the prevailing one. Without this it is im-
possible that any church can be true, and 
much less be the true. What then is the 
true and genuine Christian Spirit? 

First of all it is only the Holy Spirit of 
God: for the Lord would not allow His 
own chosen and ordained and commis-
sioned apostles to make a single move 
toward anything of The Church until 
they had been “baptized with the Holy 
Ghost.” Luke 24:49; Acts 1: 4-5. And of 
this the inevitable “fruit” is “love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, good-
ness, faith, meekness, temperance;” and 
“Liberty;” for “Where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is Liberty” — liberty of 
thought, liberty of speech, and liberty 
of action. Galatians 3:22; 2 Corinthians 
3:17. This is the Christian Spirit. And 
this is the Spirit that rules and is mani-
fested in every church that is Christian. 
And the manifestation of this Spirit is 
definitely defined as — 

“The wisdom that is from above is 
first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and 
easy to be entreated, full of mercy and 

good fruits, without partiality, and with-
out hypocrisy.” James 3:17. 

Now in what is called “church or-
ganization,” one man, or two men, or 
three men, or a few men invent and 
form a “plan of organization,” and per-
suade people to accept it and to submit 
to it: which is in fact to submit to the 
rule of the men who hold the “offices,” 
and thereby hold “the keys” to open or 
shut heaven. And when the “organiza-
tion” is completed and in working or-
der, then any member who is not con-
forming to the will and workings of the 
official-dom is required to do so. And if 
in obedience to Christ in His Spirit and 
in His truth, or is in his Christian liberty 
to think and speak and act, he does not 
do so, he is separated from the “organi-
zation” and ostracized from all recogni-
tion of the “church” and “the brethren” 

and thus is completely excluded from 
“the church.” And if any of the brethren 
disregard the exclusion of the Christian 
brother and fellowship him and receive 
him into their houses, then they imme-
diately become subject to suspicion and 
to being “eyed:” and if this does not 
prove corrective then they must also be 
separated. And the theory is that exclu-
sion from that “church” means the loss 
of eternal life. 

That is, for a man’s disagreement 
with a man or a few men who “represent 
the church,” by these men in their “rep-
resenting the church,” and in that their 
“representing God,” that man is deliber-
ately deprived of eternal life! Now could 
the devil himself be more cruel than 

that—to put such a penalty as that upon 
such an “offence” as that, which in truth 
is no offence either to God or man? Eter-
nal death, for disagreement with a man! 
Yet, in brief, that is exactly the process 
in and of the first such “church organiza-
tion”—the false Catholic church—and 
of every other structure that is called 
“church organization.” 

The Roman “organization” is proud 
of it and boasts of it as proof of her di-
vinity. Others repudiate that “church” 
with her “organization” as “the man 
of sin,” “the mystery of iniquity,” “the 
son of perdition,” and “the beast;” and 
yet build one of their own on the same 
principle and after the same pattern; and 
with it do the same thing. Some of these 
others, indeed, have enough discernment 
to see the enormity of it, and compunc-
tion enough to try to evade it with the 
claim that in their case it does not affect 
the loss of eternal life to the one cast out; 
but is only his separation from the “orga-
nization” and its “fellowship:” because 
“we believe in religious liberty!” 

But that is only a dodge and cam-
ouflage. For, if that be true, it is a plain 
confession that their “organization” and 
“fellowship” is not the true Church, 
but is no more than is any other mere 
club. But they do not mean anything of 
the kind. They do not mean to abate an 
iota of the claim that theirs is the true 
Church indeed with all that this in-
volves or implies: that to be in it means 
eternal life, and that separation from it 
means eternal death. 

And by this claim it is that they hold 
their power over the people. Does any-
body think for a moment that for a mo-
ment any of the people would endure 
what they do endure there, or would 
stand in awe of that “church” authori-
ty or power, if they understood that all 
that the “organization” and association 
amounts to is only that of a mere human 
society or club? Yet in truth and in fact 
and in effect, just that is all that it is. It is 



PAGE 6 www.cominghomeministry.org

only the superstition that in some mys-
teriously ineffable way the officialdom 
and hierarchy of the “organization” are 
possessed of a spiritual power that can 
affect the standing of the souls of men 
before God—it is only this supersti-
tion that causes the people against their 
own conviction and their own common 
sense of the right, to endure or sanction 
the “church” procedure in many and 
various ways. 

What else than superstition could 
it be that could cause people to think 
that some men in the “church” through 
election by other men or by themselves 
are partakers or possessors of spiritu-
al authority or power to which all the 
other people of the “church” must un-
questioningly defer, or else jeopardize 
their soul with God? That is precisely 
the principle, and the superstition, of 
the infallibility of the pope. 

The pope is elected by the cardinals, 
from among themselves, or by himself. 
No cardinal possesses or even claims 
any scintilla of infallibility. Yet when 
these cardinals who have none of it, 
elect one of themselves, who have none 
of it, and thus occupies the office and 
seat of pope, immediately he has all of 
it. How does he get it? Where does it 
come from? Oh, from the office, from 
the seat, of course: for it is only when 
he speaks ex cathedra, that is “from the 
chair,” that he is infallible. 

And every other officialdom of 
“church organization” is of the same 
stripe and the same superstition.

THE CHURCH 

What is The Church? What does the 
Word of God say that The Church is.’ It 
is by the Word of God only, and by the 
study of the Word of God only, that any-
body can ever know what The Church 
is. It is The Church of God, not the 
church of men. And it being The Church 
of God, only He can possibly know or 
tell what it is. And the church, being 

only of the thought and conception of 
God, when He expresses that thought 
in telling what The Church is, then that 
thought in telling what The Church is, 
then that thought as expressed in His 
Word, will be as far above any con-
ception or thought of man’s, as God is 
above man, and as the mind of God is 
greater than any mind of man. 

Therefore, in the study of this sub-
ject, as well as any other subject of 
the thought and Word of God, the first 
thing for every person to do is to ac-
cept and follow implicitly the follow-
ing instruction: 

“Let the wicked forsake his way, and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts; … 
for My thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways My ways, saith 
the Lord. For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are My ways higher 
than your ways, and My thoughts than 
your thoughts.” Isaiah 55: 7-9. 

This being so, and “the things of 
God no man knowing but the Spirit of 
God,” plainly it is only by the revelation 
of the Spirit of God that these things can 
be known by any man: by the Spirit of 
God taking these high and deep things 
of God and making them plain to us and 
putting them upon our minds and thus 
giving them to us as really our own. 
John 14: 26; 16: 13-15; 1 Corinthians 
2: 9-12. In this way, then, let us study 
the word and thought of God on what 
is The Church. What, then, does He say 
that The Church is? 

“The Church is His body, the ful-
ness of Him Who filleth all in all.” 
Ephesians 1: 22-23. 

The Church is the fulness of Him. 
Who is He, the fulness of Whom The 
Church is? Plainly only God, for it is 
“The Church of the Living God.” What 
is the fulness of Him, whose fulness The 
Church is? What is the fulness of God, 
for The Church is the fulness of Him? 

I might with profit to every one, stop 
right here in this study, and let each 

reader spend a whole month in thinking 
and meditating and studying on this one 
question only, What is the fulness of the 
Living God? For whoever gets the full-
est and best view of what is the fulness 
of the Living God, will have the fullest 
and best view of what is The Church of 
the Living God: for The Church is the 
fulness of Him. 

What then is fulness of Him? First 
of all, it is the fulness “of all in all;” for 
The Church is “the fulness of Him who 
filleth all in all.” The fulness of all in all 
is simply the fulness of infinity. And the 
fulness of Him Who filleth all in all, is 
only the fulness of the Infinite One — 
“all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.” 
And again: 

“Behold, the nations are as a drop of 
a bucket, and are counted as the small 
dust of the balance …  All nations be-
fore Him are as nothing: and are count-
ed to Him as less than nothing and van-
ity.” Isaiah 40: 15-17. 

How near to the fulness of all the 
oceans and seas is “a drop of a buck-
et?” And yet that is the measure of “all 
the nations” to the fulness of God — to 
the fulness of Him who filleth the all in 
all, whose fulness is The Church. Please 
read Genesis 13:16 and get the sugges-
tion there of what is the fulness that is 
the Church. 

Now please think on that “fulness 
of God” which The Church is, and then 
ask yourself When The Church is all 
the fulness of God, then what kind of 
an idea of either God or The Church 
can any men have who think that they 
can “organize The Church” or “or-
ganize a church?” or who think that a 
structure of the pinhead conception of 
finite-minded, blunder-thinking, man 
can be The Church of the Living God, 
“the fulness of Him Who filleth all in 
all!!” Is it not perfectly evident that any 

Continued on page 8 
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The Health Benefits of Nuts
Continued from page 3

mACADAmIAS

With one of the highest fat contents, 
macadamias are often used to add fla-
vor and texture to dishes and work well 
in both savory and sweet recipes. Al-
though high in fat, they do supply good 
levels of the healthy mono-unsaturated 
variety. They’re a rich source of fiber 
and make a useful contribution of min-
erals including magnesium, calcium 
and potassium. Buy in small batches 
and store carefully to avoid rancidity.

pECANS

Heart-friendly pecans are packed 
with plant sterols, valuable compounds 
that are effective at lowering cholesterol 
levels. Pecans are also antioxidant-rich 
which helps prevent the plaque for-
mation that causes hardening of the 
arteries. They’re rich in oleic acid, the 
healthy fat found in olives and avocado. 
As a good source of vitamin B3, pecans 
are the perfect option if you’re fighting 
fatigue because this vitamin helps us 
access the energy in our food.

pISTACHIOS

Being especially rich in vitamin B6, 
which is important for keeping hor-
mones balanced and healthy, pistachios 
are a good option for those with prob-
lem periods. They’re the only nut to 
contain reasonable levels of lutein and 
zeaxanthin, two antioxidants that play 
an important role in protecting the eyes. 
Pistachios also contain potassium and 
fiber—in fact a 30g serving has more 
than three times that supplied by the 
equivalent weight of plums.

wALNUTS

Their superior antioxidant con-
tent means walnuts are useful in the 

fight against cancer. They’re also a 
good source of mono-unsaturated, 
heart-friendly fats, and studies show 
they help to lower the bad form of cho-
lesterol (LDL). Finally, they’re rich in 
omega-3, so they’re a great alternative 
if you don’t eat oily fish.

SHOULD NUTS BE AvOIDED TO 
pREvENT ALLERGY?

While nuts, as a general rule, receive 
top marks for being a healthy addition 
to your diet, there are a few factors to 
consider. Peanuts tend to be the most 
allergenic, but other tree nuts can also 
cause allergic reactions. Moreover, re-
search suggests that daily consumption 
of nuts during pregnancy can raise the 
odds of your child having asthma symp-
toms by about 50 percent.

However, the conventional recom-
mendation that children under 3 should 
not be given nut or peanut products in 
order to avoid allergies, has been chal-
lenged by a number of more recent 
studies. Research actually suggests 
that exposing children with peanut al-
lergy to trace amounts of peanuts can 
help de-sensitize their immune systems 
and boost their tolerance. … While this 
strategy appears to have merit, please 
do not try this without proper medical 
supervision—especially if you know 
your child is allergic to peanuts or nuts. 
The children in these studies were ex-
posed to peanuts in a hospital setting 
where they could receive prompt medi-
cal treatment if a reaction occurred. It’s 
important to remember that food aller-
gies such as these can, in fact, be lethal.

Moreover, never give your baby 
whole nuts, as they pose a severe 
choking hazard. Smooth peanut butter 
or age-appropriate peanut-containing 
snacks could be used, but again, I’d ad-
vise you to use caution. Children with 
other known food allergies and/or ecze-
ma tend to be at increased risk of pea-
nut allergy. If you’re at all unsure about 

whether your child might be allergic to 
peanuts, ask your pediatrician to per-
form an allergy test.

IDEALLY, CHOOSE  
RAw ORGANIC NUTS

Raw organic nuts are a convenient 
superfood, and a great source of healthy 
fats. That said, most nuts should still 
be eaten in moderation. Not because 
they’re high in fat or calories, but rath-
er because they’re high in protein and/
or carbs. Most Americans consume 
three to five times more protein than 
they need, along with excessive starchy 
carbs and not enough healthy fats.

Excess dietary protein can lead to el-
evated blood sugar, weight gain, kidney 
stress, leaching of bone minerals, and 
stimulation of cancer cells, and it’s easy 
to overdo it if you eat a few handfuls of 
high-protein nuts like almonds or pis-
tachios. A more ideal protein intake is 
likely around one-half gram of protein 
per pound of lean body mass, which for 
most is 40 to 70 grams a day.

As a general rule, peanuts are not 
recommended, due to the risk of pesti-
cide and aflatoxin contamination. How-
ever, complete abstinence from early 
childhood could potentially increase 
your child’s risk of developing a peanut 
allergy, so you’ll have to weigh the var-
ious risks and benefits.

Opting for an organic brand of pea-
nut butter that contains nothing but 
ground peanuts will help you avoid the 
risk of pesticides. Before introducing 
peanut butter, be sure to perform an al-
lergy test to avoid a potential disaster.

Source Material:
1. 1. http://articles.mercola.com/sites/

articles/archive/2016/03/21/benefits-

eating-nuts.aspx

2. http://www.bbcgoodfood.com/howto/

guide/health-benefits-nuts
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Upcoming Events 
in the USA

Please, mark your 
calendars!

In 2017 there will be 2 Bible Semi-
nars held in Washington State, both 
in the Quality Inn Oakwood hotel, in 
Spokane. If you are planning to 
stay in this hotel during the meet-
ings, we encourage you to book your 
room now as these dates are busy 
seasons for the hotel.

MAY, 2017

When:  
May 5-7, 2017 (Friday - Sunday)

Where: 
Quality Inn Oakwood
7919 N. Division St.,
Spokane, WA 99208
(509) 467-4900

Speakers: 
David Clayton and Howard Williams

BIBLe  SeMInaRS 
In WaSHInGTon 

STaTe 2017 

SEPTEMBER, 2017

When:  
September 15-17, 2017  
(Friday - Sunday)

Where:  
Quality Inn Oakwood
7919 N. Division St.,
Spokane, WA 99208
(509) 467-4900

Speakers: 
Nader Mansour and Imad Awde 

For more information, please call 
Jim and Mary Minor at (509) 466-8000

Christian Unity
Continued from page 6

man who ever proposed, or thought of, 
“organizing a church” or of “organizing 
The Church,” by that very thing shows 
absolutely that he has no possible cor-
rect or true thought of what The Church 
is or What God is? 

The Church is the fulness of God: 
and the fulness of God manifest is 
The Church: so that the idea of The 
Church is the idea of God. A person’s 
comprehension of The Church is his 
comprehension of God. In the nature 
of the case, whoever thinks that he can 
“organize The Church,” in that implies 
that he thinks that he can organize the 
fulness of God: and so that he is above 
God. And that is exactly where the word 
of God places the one who first attempt-
ed it—“the man of sin, who opposeth 
and exalteth himself above all that is 
called God.” 

Such ones as that can organize 
the fulness of their god: and this very 
easily, for it so small. And thus every 
man-organized church in the world, 
is the manifestation of the god of that 
man, just like any other heathen idol. 

But when The Church is the fulness 
of The Living God, it is perfectly plain 
and conclusive that nobody but God 
Himself can possibly organize it. And 
when He organizes and builds His own 
Church in and unto the fulness of Him-
self—“the fulness of Him Who filleth 
all in all”—then it is equally plain and 
conclusive that the Church will be tru-
ly The Church that is the manifestation 
only of the true and Living God. 

The question of The Church and of 
the organization of The Church is just the 
same old world-old question of whether 
God shall be Himself in His own way 
and in His own place, or whether man-
made idols shall be the respective gods 
of little cliques and coteries in men’s 
ways and in the place of God. 

Before you start the next chapter 
please think and mediate and pray on 
the question, What is the fulness of 
God—“the fulness of Him who filleth 
all in all?” For thus you will be studying 
what The Church is.

wHAT IS THE CHURCH? 

What is the Church? 

“The House of God, is the Church of 
the Living God.” 1 Timothy 3:15. 

The Apostle and High Priest of our 
profession was faithful to Him that ap-
pointed Him, as also Moses was faithful 
in all His House. 

“And Moses verily was faithful in 
all His House as a servant, for a testi-
mony of those things that were to be 
spoken after. But Christ was faithful 
over His own House: whose House are 
we if we hold fast the confidence and 
the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the 
end. Hebrews 3: 1-6. 

“Ye, as lively stones are built up a 
spiritual House.” 1 Peter 2:5. 

“Ye are no more strangers and for-
eigners but fellow-citizens with the 
saints, and of the household of God: 
and are built upon the foundation of 
the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
Himself being the chief cornerstone. 

“In whom, all the Building, fitly 
framed together, groweth unto an Holy 
Temple in the Lord: in whom ye also 
are builded together for an Habitation 
of God through the Spirit.” Ephesians 
2: 19-22. 

“Ye are God’s Building.” 1 Corinthi-
ans 3:9. 

“I will build My Church.” Matthew 
16:18. 

The Church of God, then, is the 
House of God, of His own building, 
through Christ His own named Build-
er. It is built “an holy Temple, in the 
Lord,” “for an Habitation of God, 
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through the Spirit.” 

Now what are the dimensions of this 
House of God? How extensive must be 
its capacity, to be such a Temple and 
such a Habitation of God that it shall 
reflect and express “all the fulness of 
God?” And who could be the Builder? 
What man or men could possibly build 
“The House of God which is The Church 
of the Living God,” that shall contain so 
as to express “all the fulness of God?” 
Were not men long ago challenged up 
on this very point? Please read: 

“Who is able to build Him an house, 
seeing the heaven and heaven of heav-
ens cannot contain Him?” 2 Chronicles 
2:6. 

“Behold, heaven and the heaven 
of heavens cannot contain Thee, how 
much less this house that I have build-
ed?” 2 Chronicles 6:18. 

“The Heaven is My Throne and 
the earth is My footstool. Where is the 
house that ye will build unto Me? Isaiah 
66:1. 

And this challenge is carried over 
into the field of Christian thought and 
things; and is repeated to hold up all 
who would be “builders” of The Church 
or in The Church which is “The House 
of God”—“You builders:” 

“The Most High dwelleth not in 
temples made with hands, as saith the 
prophet: Heaven is My Throne, and 
earth My footstool, what house will ye 
build Me? saith the Lord?” Acts 7: 48-
49; 4:11. 

Accordingly men, who undertake 
to build or to “organize” The Church 
or a church, in that very thing show 
their own utter ignorance of all that is 
The Church in truth. And they never do 
build Him an house. Always they build 
to themselves an house where in the 
place of God, themselves shall sit and 
reign and rule utterly unlike God. No. 
The Church is the House of God, It is 
built only for the habitation of God, the 

place which He has made for Him who 
is equal with God, and therefore able 
and capable to compass and understand 
and truly express the thought of God 
in His “Eternal Purpose which He pur-
posed in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

When this Eternal Purpose was pur-
posed only in Christ Jesus, then it is 
utterly impossible for any other than 
Christ in person to be The Builder or 
the Organizer of The Church. And so 
only it is: 

“He shall build The Temple of the 
Lord; even He shall build The Temple 
of the Lord; and He shall bear the glo-
ry,” Zechariah 6: 12-13. 

And “He” came and earned the po-
sition, and, by divine merit as well as 
by divine right, took the position of that 
Builder: “I will build My Church.” 

But “the man of sin,” “the son of 
perdition,” “the mystery of iniquity,” 
soon came in, and with its working sup-
planted Him as the builder, and became 
himself the builder of what is proposed 
as “the church,” but which these build-
ers built only for themselves and for 
their own glory, in which always there 
has sat this “man of sin” above God, 
and “showing himself that he is God.” 
2 Thessalonians 2:4. 

And the wicked course of that mys-
tery of iniquity has been followed in the 
building of more others than there are 
days in the year: each one of them pre-
sented as the true Temple and the true 
House of God, but which in truth is only 
the habitation of men, who sit and rule 
there in place of God. 

But the time has come, and now 
is, when the Mystery of God is once 
more to have its place above the mys-
tery of iniquity: and this unto its glori-
ous finishing. And this mystery is God 
manifest, “God manifest in the flesh,” 
“Christ in men the hope of glory.” And 
in this, again it will be, as at the first, 
that God only, in Christ only, by the 

Holy Spirit only, will be the Builder of 
His own House unto its finishing in its 
own native glory and beauty. Revela-
tion 10:7; Ephesians 5:27. 

And so it is written: 

“Speaking the truth in love may 
grow up into Him in all things who is 
the Head even Christ, from whom” and 
“in whom all the building, fitly framed 
together, groweth unto an holy Temple 
in the Lord . . . for an habitation of God 
through the Spirit.” Ephesians 4: 15-6; 
2: 21-22. 

There is the Builder of The Church, 
the Organizer of The Church, and He is 
only Christ the Head. 

There is the Building of The Church, 
the organizing of The Church, and it is 
all only from Him who is the Head, by 
the Holy Spirit. 

And that is the House of God: a fit 
and becoming “House of habitation” 
for Him Who first “built all things,” and 
“Whom the heaven and the heaven of 
heavens cannot contain.” 

Where is the house that ye will 
build unto Me—“you builders”—saith 
the Lord? 

The Word of God Abideth Forever. 
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This is an article for honest people, 
people who are not only capable of 
thinking , but who are honest enough to 
face and receive the clear conclusions 
which are presented by the facts. It is a 
tragedy that honest, open-minded peo-
ple are a rarity. Most of us read only to 
find support for what we already be-
lieve, not to learn what is true. 

Most of you who read this will al-
ready know something about the sev-
en feasts of Israel. Chances are, most 
of you believe that we are now living 
in the great antitypical day of Atone-

salvaTion’s TemplaTe
by David Clayton

ment. You also believe that this Day of 
Atonement represents an experience for 
God’s people which is unique in that it 
has never happened before in history. 

The seven feasts of Israel and what 
they signified, are as follows: (see chart 
at the bottom of this page).

As we look at the chart, it is very 
clear that there are certain events repre-
sented on this chart which happen only 
once in the history of time. They hap-
pen one time, they have never happened 
before and once they are accomplished, 
they never happen again. Of course, I 
am not referring to the typical feasts 
because these were repeated every year 
for centuries. I am referring to the re-
ality of the event to which those feasts 
pointed. For example the feast of Taber-
nacles represents the ingathering of the 
final harvest of the earth, the gathering 
together of God’s people at the end of 
time. This has never happened and will 
happen only once in history, sometime 

in the near future. This is obviously 
true also of the Day of Atonement as all 
SDAs believe.  It is also true of unleav-
ened bread and the wavesheaf. Look at 
what each of these represents and you 
will understand the point I am making.

What is very clear is that each of 
these feasts represents some aspect of 
the work of Christ. The feasts represent 
some event in the plan of salvation to be 
accomplished by Christ. Christ’s people 
here on earth receive the benefit, but 
it is Christ who does the work. This is 
why it is so important to study the feasts 
because they help us to understand the 
work of Christ at each stage of His min-
istry for us. 

However, it is a terrible tragedy that 
while some people accept the obvious 
facts which I already mentioned, there 
are some equally obvious facts which 
they set their faces against and refuse 
to accept because of denominational 
bias, even though those facts are as 
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Think about These Things ...
A profession of faith and the pos-

session of truth in the soul are two 
different things. The mere knowledge 
of truth is not enough. We may pos-
sess this, but the tenor of our thoughts 
may not be changed. The heart must 
be converted and sanctified.

The man who attempts to keep the 
commandments of God from a sense 
of obligation merely—because he is 
required to do so—will never enter 

into the joy of obedience. He does not 
obey. When the requirements of God 
are accounted a burden because they 
cut across human inclination, we may 
know that the life is not a Christian life. 
True obedience is the outworking of a 
principle within. It springs from the love 
of righteousness, the love of the law of 
God. The essence of all righteousness is 
loyalty to our Redeemer. This will lead 
us to do right because it is right—be-
cause right doing is pleasing to God. … 

The leaven of truth works a 
change in the whole man, making the 
coarse refined, the rough gentle, the 
selfish generous. By it the impure are 
cleansed, washed in the blood of the 
Lamb. Through its life-giving power 
it brings all there is of mind and soul 
and strength into harmony with the 
divine life.

Source Material:
Ellen White: Christ’s Object Lessons,

Chapter 7

plain as day. The facts to which I refer 
are as follows:

It is clear that ALL the events rep-
resented by these feasts occur ONLY 
ONCE IN HISTORY, and … the vital 
point … the benefits available through 
these feasts were NOT AVAILABLE 
until the event was actually fulfilled!! 
We accept this simple fact when it 
comes to the day of atonement, the 
feast of tabernacles, the wavesheaf and 
unleavened bread, but we adamantly re-
fuse to accept the logic that this is also 
true of the other feasts!

TRUTH CAmE BY  
JESUS CHRIST

For four thousand years the world 
lived in hope, believed in the promise 
and approached God through types and 
illustrations. Nobody experienced the 
reality because the reality or the Truth 
had not yet arrived. The history of sal-
vation BEGAN WITH THE COMING 
OF CHRIST. This is where God took His 
people from the illustrations to the reality. 

Nobody was free from sin’s penal-
ty until Christ died. All people had was 
the promise of deliverance from sin, it 
was not a reality and it could not be un-
til Christ actually died. The fallacious 
claim is made that Christ was “slain 

from the foundation of the world,” and 
that God was acting on that basis in His 
dealings with humanity, but this idea is 
based on poor exegesis of Revelation 
13:8, as well as ignorance of the legal 
nature of the controversy. Some think 
that God operates in the private world 
of His own personal foreknowledge, but 
this is not how the controversy works. 

God always operates in a way which 
is transparent and open to the scruti-
ny of the watching universe. He is in-
volved in a Great Controversy with 
Satan and everything He does has to 
be seen to be fair and just and based on 
what is legally right. Even when dealing 
with Satan, God has to be fair, just and 
transparent because it is His nature, and 
because He is the one ultimately who is 
on trial in the Great Controversy. Satan 
has accused God of being unfair and ar-
bitrary in how He operates. God cannot 
demonstrate that this is false if He op-
erates in ways which are arbitrary and 
based on His own private information.

Some say that it is unfair for those 
who lived before the cross because ex-
periences are available to us after the 
cross which were never available be-
fore that time. But this does not affect 
anyone’s salvation, ultimately. All who 
had faith in God, before Christ came, 

will eventually be saved at the coming 
of Christ like all who lived after the 
coming of Christ. But just as we believe 
that the day of atonement experience is 
ONLY for those who live at the end of 
time, so it was for all those other feasts. 
Nobody could experience the reality of 
what those feasts symbolized before 
Christ fulfilled the reality. This is the 
simple fact which we learn when we 
examine the feasts with honest eyes. 

So there was no salvation before Je-
sus died, only the hope and the promise 
of salvation. Those who died before He 
came, died with the hope and they re-
ceived that hope (posthumously) when 
Christ came. Nobody experienced the 
Comforter dwelling within, until Pente-
cost. This was a brand new experience 
for the Christian church. Nobody expe-
rienced the day of atonement, and cer-
tainly nobody experienced the feast of 
Tabernacles up to this point. The reality 
of these things ALL await the fulfill-
ment of the event by Christ. 

Let us rightly divide the word of 
truth and not allow wishful thinking to 
cause us to deny the simple truths of the 
word of God which stare us in the face.



Tasty Vegan Recipes

PumPkiN CasHew souP

Ingredients:

• 1 tablespoon coconut oil
• 1 small onion, chopped
• 3 cloves garlic, minced
• ½ teaspoon turmeric
• ½ teaspoon paprika

• 1 can organic pumpkin
• 1 ½ cups vegetable broth (or 1 cup  

vegetable broth and ½ cup water)
• 1 jar roasted red peppers
• ⅓ cup (sprouted) cashew butter
• 1 teaspoon maple syrup
• ½ teaspoon salt
• 1 tablespoon lemon juice
• ½ cup coconut milk

Directions:

1. Heat coconut oil over medium heat 
in a sauce pan.

2. Brown onion then add garlic for 
two minutes.

3. Add everything but salt, coconut 
milk, lemon juice, maple syrup.
(If you don’t have a can of organic 
pumpkin, you can prepare and bake 
a pumpkin yourself. You will need 
2 cups of the soft pumpkin flesh for 
this recipe.) 

4. Bring to a boil, then allow to sim-
mer for 5 minutes.

5. Stir in remaining ingredients.

6. Pour into blender and puree until 
smooth.

7. Serve in a bowl with parsley gar-
nish (optional). 

Enjoy!


