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Executive Summary 

 

In recent months, noble efforts to enact gun-safety legislation have been met by 

Congressional Republican, albeit NRA driven, obstruction and inaction designed to 

block Federal progress on reforms favored by a great majority of Americans.  In 

short, politicians are not giving the American people what they want and deserve.  

Inexcusable barriers have, so far, prevented any common sense Federal movement 

toward curbing gun violence, protecting families and building safer neighborhoods.  

They have also led directly to the need for state action, in this case, by the 

Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in order to fill the enforcement 

gap in our nation’s attempt to better regulate and contain the use guns which are 

conventional weapons of war in the hands of civilians.  
 

Moreover, these misguided and political impediments are inconsistent with the 

essential mandate of our nation’s founders to enjoy a “more perfect union” with 

“justice,” “domestic tranquility”, and a concern for “the general welfare.”  And, 

contrary to some pockets of uninformed public opinion, with Heller, the Supreme 

Court reaffirmed the constitutional prospects of future legislation that limits the 

keeping and carrying of any weapon in any manner whatsoever and for whatever 

purpose, so it is now left to elected officials to do what they were chosen to do.
ii
   

 

In this document, therefore, the dream of Martin Luther King is also remembered 

by giving a contemporary context to what he called our “unarmed truth.”  We do 

this in the wake of sheer horror over the mass shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary 

School, from where there are now at least 26 more eternal reasons for all of us to 

stand up for gun safety; and that list sadly includes 20 murdered children. 
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Resolution 

 

WHEREAS, reasonable proposed gun-safety legislation has been met by 

Congressional Republican blocking of Federal action on public safety reforms, 

which are favored by the great majority of Americans, who want common sense 

gun laws to curb gun violence, protect families and build safer neighborhoods.  

 

WHEREAS, our nation’s founders 

declared, in part, that: “We the People 

of the United States, in order to form 

a more perfect union, establish justice, 

insure domestic tranquility, promote 

the general welfare, and secure the 

blessings of liberty, do … establish 

this Constitution for the United States 

of America;” which was followed 

by the Second Amendment providing 

that: “A well regulated militia, being 

necessary to the security of a free  

State, the right of the people to keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed.” 
                                                                                     

WHEREAS, the Supreme Court of the United States, on June 26, 2008, with 

Justice Anton Scalia delivering the opinion of the Court, in District of Columbia, et 

al v. Heller, supra, reaffirmed the right to bear arms and conceded that, “Like most 

rights, the Second Amendment right is not unlimited.” Continuing on, he reminded 

us that, “It is not a right to keep and carry any weapon in any manner whatsoever 

and for whatever purpose.” … “The Court’s opinion,” he said, “should not be 

taken to cast doubt on longstanding prohibitions on the possession of firearms by 

felons and the mentally ill, or laws forbidding the carrying of firearms in sensitive 

places such as schools and government buildings, or laws imposing conditions and 

qualifications on the commercial sale of arms.”  

  
WHEREAS, Martin Luther King included a timeless reference to the his dream of 

what he called the “unarmed truth” in an acceptance speech for the 1964 Nobel 
Prize for Peace in Oslo, where he spoke about the urgent need for containing 

nuclear weapons; and nowadays, when his dream is our dream for that same 

“unarmed truth,” with an added contemporary focus on the urgency of containing 

more conventional weapons of war in the form of too many kinds of guns, resting 

as they do so perilously in the hands of too many kinds of individuals, like James 

Earle Ray, the “gunman with a gun” who later murdered that non-violent man.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Amendment_to_the_United_States_Constitution
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WHEREAS, the United States has the highest rate of gun related injuries among 

developed countries
iii

 together with the highest rate of gun ownership while we 

also experience epidemic levels of gun violence, claiming over 30,000 lives 

annually, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; and 

for every person who dies from a gunshot wound, two others are wounded, with 

about 100,000 American victims of gun violence and countless others, especially 

children
iv
, whose lives are forever changed by death of and injury to loved ones. 

WHEREAS, strong gun safety legislation was recently enacted and/or proposed in 

New York and Massachusetts; with the New York Secure Ammunition and 

Firearms Enforcement Act (NY SAFE Act), signed into law on January 15, 2013, 

by N.Y. Governor Andrew Cuomo; and reforms for Massachusetts proposed by an 

Act to Reduce Gun Violence and to Protect the Citizens of the Commonwealth, 

introduced by MA Governor Deval Patrick, with a separate Bill, An Act to Reduce 

Gun Violence and to Protect the Citizens of the Commonwealth (H.3253) by 

Representatives Steven Linsky, Ruth B. Balser, and Kay Kahn, and another Bill, 

An Act Relative to Firearms and Firearms Violence (S.1126) by Senator Cynthia S. 

Creem.  See appended ATTACHMENT for a blended listing of these proposals. 

 

WHEREAS, on December 14, 2012, 

this nation suffered the most deadly 

school shooting in any public school 

in the United States when Adam 

Lanza, 20, fatally shot 20 children and 

6 adult staff members, a total of 26 

people, in a mass murder at Sandy 

Hook Elementary School in the 

village of Sandy Hook, Newtown, Ct. 

WHEREAS, on April 13, 2013, 

Francine Wheeler, the mother of Ben 

(victim #25 below), having accepted 

the invitation of the President to 

deliver his weekly address, delivered 

a painful plea to pass gun safety 

legislation with her urgent call to 

“please help us do something
v
 …’’  

         Olivia Engel, 6 

         Victim #4 Below 

 
            

 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Cuomo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mass_murder
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newtown_Public_Schools
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newtown_Public_Schools
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sandy_Hook,_Connecticut
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      The Assault Weapon Used 
    In The Sandy Hook Massacre 

 
          Source: TPM Memovi 

 

 

WHEREAS, in the aftermath of the  

sheer horror at Sandy Hook, and in 

fitting tribute to the victims, our 

elected leaders have no-fewer-than 26 

reasons why enhanced gun safety 

cannot be ignored or postponed; and 

they are the murdered “innocents,”  

12 girls, 8 boys and 6 adult women: 

“The Innocents” with Birth Dates, etc. 
 

1.          Charlotte Bacon,                            2/22/06  female 

2.           Daniel Barden,                                      9/25/05  male 

3.           Rachel Davino,                                     7/17/83  female. 

4.           Olivia Engel,                                         7/18/06  female 

5.           Josephine Gay,                                     12/11/05  female 

6.           Ana M. Marquez-Greene,                     4/4/06  female 

7.           Dylan Hockley,                                     3/8/06 male 

8.           Dawn Hochsprung,                               6/28/65 female 

9.           Madeleine F. Hsu,                                7/10/06 female 

10.           Catherine V. Hubbard,                        6/08/06, female 

11.           Chase Kowalski,                                  10/31/05 male 

12.           Jesse Lewis,                                        6/30/06 male 

13.           James Mattioli ,                                    3/22/06 male 

14.           Grace McDonnell,                                12/04/05  female 

15.           Anne Marie Murphy,                            7/25/60 female 

16.           Emilie Parker,                                       5/12/06 female 

17.           Jack Pinto,                                            5/06/06 male 

18.           Noah Pozner,                                        11/20/06 male 

19.           Caroline Previdi,                                 9/07/06 female 

20.           Jessica Rekos,                                      5/10/06 female 

21.           Avielle Richman,                          10/17/06 female 

22.           Lauren Rousseau,                                  6/1982 female  

          (Full date of birth unspecified) 

23.           Mary Sherlach,                                      2/11/56 female 

24.           Victoria Soto,                                        11/04/85 female 

25.           Benjamin Wheeler,                               9/12/06 male 

26.           Allison N. Wyatt,                                 7/03/06 female     
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WHEREAS, on that murderous day 

in Newtown, from the briefing room 

of the White House, President Obama 

wiped a tear from his eye as he spoke, 

calling later for a “national 

conversation” on gun safety; followed 

by Vice-President Biden speaking at 

the Dedication Ceremony of the Gab 

Zimmerman Room in the U.S. Capital 

(Gab had been gunned down on 

January 8, 2011 in an assassination 

attempt against Congresswoman 

Gabrielle "Gabby" Giffords.) 

 

WHEREAS, the opponents of gun safety legislation are often working from a 

template provided by the National Rifle Association (NRA), a relatively small, but 

intense and incredibly well organized group of people, who are a well-financed and 

vocal lobbying group for this nation’s vast gun manufacturing and gun selling 

industries; and NRA recently informed us all that the Sandy Hook murders could 

have been prevented if there had just been more guns sold to armed security 

personnel in schools, thus reconstituting those schools as armed fortresses, with a 

notion that the only solution is for everyone to buy more guns since they assure us 

that: “The only thing that stops a bad guy with a gun is a good guy with a gun.” 

 

WHEREAS, there are, nevertheless, many gun owners, perhaps a majority, who 

are good and decent people who share a belief that guns provide some level of 

protection against criminality; and this leads to an understandable feeling that it is 

good to have a gun around the house for self-protection, and they are generally 

responsible with respect to firearms handling and support background checks
vii

; 

while they also support, widely and in principle, the gun rights associated with 

hunting and other outdoor sporting activities.  

 

WHEREAS, there are still too many other gun enthusiasts, including the hierarchy 

of the NRA and other members of the less responsible pro-gun culture, who ignore 

the obvious, which is that gun violence in our largely-unregulated gun marketplace 

has two interdependent elements: (1) the dangerous “instrument” (the gun - which 

is profitably manufactured and/or sold), and (2) the “person” (the user - who is 

authorized to possess, store, handle and/or carry the gun); and that both the gun 

and the user can be constitutionally subject to reasonable restrictions, as approved 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Criminality
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hunting
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in Heller above; because Heller, contrary to NRA propaganda, neither prevents 

enactment of gun safety measures nor restricts reasonable gun ownership. 
 

WHEREAS, the Bylaws of the Newton Democratic City Committee (NDCC), 

governed by the Massachusetts Democratic Party State Charter, and adopted in 

Newton on January 12, 2012, in part, provides that “the City Committee shall be 

(charged) to “promote the objectives and interests of the Democratic Party in 

Newton and beyond,” and this is pertinent to the need for enhanced Gun Safety 

laws for residents, families and neighbors.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

(Andrew Burton/Getty Images) 

 

See at left: Woman walking past a 

sign that reads "Together we are 

Strong" at a Sandy Hook memorial, 

December 24, 2012, Newtown, Ct.  

 

.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Newton Democratic City Committee 

(NDCC) advocates that the Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

pass its version of what can be a “Sandy Hook Legacy Safe Guns Enforcement 

Act (SAGE Act) to curb gun violence, protect families and build safer 

neighborhoods by improving gun safety and further regulating and containing the 

use of conventional weapons of war in the hands of civilians.  Mindful that the 

Newton House and Senate delegation is commendably co-sponsoring gun safety 

Bills, we urge, nevertheless, that the delegation stand-up for this common sense 

call from their grass-roots.  Accordingly, we ask them to share this Grass-Roots 

Resolution and its Attachment with every elected member of the Legislature as 

well as the Governor, as they lead this Newton movement onto Capitol Hill for: 
 

1.) Reaffirming that current gun safety law is inadequate so new Massachusetts law 

is needed to better protect our residents, families and neighbors, 
 

2.) Remembering that there is a “state role” in overcoming roadblocks to what can 

be achieved Federally, which means there is a renewed imperative for a 

Massachusetts role in leading the nation, and 
 

3.) Passing a bill that is responsive to the forgoing realities, blending alternative 

and complementary proposals from MA, NY, and elsewhere to better regulate 

and contain the use of conventional weapons of war in the hands of civilians. 
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Attachment 
 

NDCC 

A Grass-Roots Resolution on Gun Safety 
May 2013  

  

This listing includes provisions proposed and/or enacted through 

Massachusetts and New York legislation and is intended to provide an 

extensive, though not necessarily exhaustive, inventory of features which 

might be included in language adopted by the Great and General Court. 

(GHMA i.e. Governor and/or House MA Bills; SMA i.e. Senate MA Bill) 

 

1. Universal Background checks: (Editorial comment - Like a purchase 

authorization system for approving a credit card at the supermarket) 
 

a. Establishes a state registry for all private sales, with a background 

check, at point of purchase not licensing, done through a licensed 

dealer for a fee, excluding sales to immediate relatives. NY 

b. Enhances background checks by bringing Massachusetts into 

compliance with the National Instant Criminal Background Check 

System (NICS)
viii

. This would require the Commonwealth’s courts to 

transmit all relevant mental health records to the Massachusetts 

criminal justice information system so that the federal government 

could include this information in a national registry all states access 

before issuing gun licenses. GHMA 

c. Closes an existing gun show loophole in order to require gun 

purchasers to undergo background checks. GHMA. 

d. Provides one state standard for the issuance of all gun licenses, 

giving local police chiefs the ability to evaluate all aspects of an 

application for a gun license. GHMA 

e. Improves oversight of private gun sales by requiring private sale 

transactions to occur at the business place of a licensed firearms 

dealer thereby ensuring that the transaction is tracked immediately 

and electronically.  A dealer would not be able to charge more than 

$25 to facilitate such transactions. SMA 
 

2. Ammunition and Magazines: (Editorial comment - Bullets and clips)  
 

a. Requires stores that sell ammunition to register with the state, run 

background checks on buyers of bullets and keep an electronic 

database of bullet sales. NY 
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b. Restricts ammunition magazines to 7 bullets in a 10 bullet clip, down 

from the current national standard of 10.  Current owners of higher-

capacity magazines would have a year to sell them out of state. 

Someone caught with more bullets in a magazine could face a 

misdemeanor charge. NY (Editorial comment – NY Legislative 

drafters do not know that nobody made 7 bullet clips so the limit is 

interpreted to apply to a 10 bullet clip.)  

c. Reduces access to high-powered rounds of ammunition. GHMA 
 

3. Assault weapons: (Editorial comment - The obvious weapons of war) 
 

a. Restricts them by defining them with a single feature, such as a 

pistol grip. Current law requires two features. NY 

b. Designates unsafe storage as a misdemeanor. NY 

c. Mandates a police registry. NY 

d. Bans the Internet sale. NY 

e. Prevents furnishing a machine gun to a person under 21. GHMA 

f. Requires that all large capacity weapons and grandfathered assault 

weapons must be stored at gun clubs or target ranges. GHMA 

g. Restricts large capacity weapons to licensed gun clubs with an on-

site shooting range or gallery. SMA 

h. Bans the sale and possession of 50 caliber guns, essentially military 

firearms, used by armed forces across the globe, with long range, 

accuracy, and massive power; and there is no credible reason why a 

civilian needs access to this type of firepower  already banned in 

California, Connecticut and the District of Columbia.  SMA 
 

4. Mental Health: (Editorial comment - Sensitive privacy standards) 

      

a. Requires a therapist who believes a mental health patient made a 

credible threat to use a gun illegally to report the threat to a mental 

health director who would then have to report serious threats to the 

state NY Department of Criminal Justice Services. A patient's gun 

could be taken from him or her. NY 

b. Requires the MA courts to transmit all relevant mental health records 

to the Massachusetts criminal justice information system so that the 

Federal government could include this information in a national 

registry (all states access) before issuing gun licenses. GHMA 

c. Requires gun license and FIC Firearms Identification Cards 

applicants to sign a waiver of mental health records for review - to 

be destroyed after decision. GHMA 
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5. Liability Insurance: (Editorial comment - If a car needs to be insured, 

why not a gun?) 
 

a. Requires proof of liability insurance for possession of a firearm, rifle 

or shotgun to avoid a fine of not less than five hundred nor more 

than five thousand dollars or by imprisonment for not more than one 

year; shall not apply to a person who possesses a firearm, rifle, or 

shotgun on a temporary basis while on the premises of a licensed 

gun club; Commissioner of Insurance shall promulgate regulations 

for the minimum terms of liability insurance policies. GHMA 
 

6. Sales Taxes: (Editorial comment - The price for dangerous instruments) 
 

a. Imposes 25% sales tax on ammunition, firearms, shotguns, and 

rifles; with such funds dedicated to firearms licensing, police 

training, mental health services, and victim’s services. GHMA 

b. Imposes surcharge of 4.75%, increasing the sales tax to11%, on 

retail sales, use or other consumption of, ammunition, rifles, 

shotguns, firearms or parts, with such funds dedicated to school 

services, etc.  SMA 
 

7. Firearms Licensing, Public Records and Privacy:   
 

a. Limits the state records law to protect handgun owners from being 

identified publicly. The provision would allow a handgun permit 

holder a means to maintain privacy under the Freedom of 

Information law. NY 

b. Requires pistol permit holders or those who will be registered as 

owners of assault rifles to be recertified at least every five years to 

make sure they are still legally able to own the guns. NY 

c. Provides Local Chiefs of Police with discretion on issuance of an 

FID (Firearms ID) if it appears that applicant is suitable person SMA 
 

8. Sentencing and Penalties: (Editorial comment - For crossing the line) 
 

a. Increases sentences for gun crimes like taking a gun on school 

property. NY 

b. Amends existing law for weapons on school grounds by creating 

tiered punishments for possessing different weapons and giving 

police the authority to arrest without a warrant in order to quickly 

diffuse a dangerous situation. GHMA 
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c. Creates four new crimes: assault and battery by means of a firearm, 

assault by means of a firearm, being a felon in possession of a 

firearm and commission of a violent misdemeanor while in 

possession of a weapon. GHMA 

d. Increases authorized minimum penalty for 3
rd

 and 4
th
 offense of 

illegal possession and carrying of firearms, shotguns, rifles, and 

machine guns and increases maximum for 2
nd

 offense. GHMA 

e. Increases penalty and improves enforcement in cases of gun 

possession with expired license, making possession of firearms 

without renewing a license a criminal offense with the ability to seek 

appropriate warrants to enforce the provisions of the law. SMA 
 

9. Place of Purchase and Number of Weapons Sales Per Year: (Editorial 

comment - To prevent purchasers from becoming distributors who 

avoid background checks for wider distribution) 
 

a. Limits the number of weapon sales by licensed dealers to not more 

than one per licensed individual per month. GHMA and SMA 

b. Requires private gun sales to occur at the business of a licensed dealer 

so that the sale can be tracked electronically. GHMA 

c. Improves oversight of gun shows by requiring organizers to provide 

on-site access to the Massachusetts Instant Record Check System to 

firearms dealers at all gun shows thereby ensuring that there will not 

be a delay in conducting appropriate background checks.  Requires 

organizers to notify MA Department of Criminal Justice Information 

Services (DCJIS) of all gun shows and to pay a registration fee. SMA 
 

10. Stolen Guns:  
 

a. Requires that stolen guns be reported within 24 hours. Otherwise, 

the owner would face a possible misdemeanor. NY 
 

11. Training: (Editorial comment - Recognizing the correlation between 

education and safety) 
  

a. Requires live shooting in basic firearms safety course. GHMA 

b. Sets up a “Firearms Violence Prevention Trust Fund” to pay for 

local initiatives by increasing sales tax on firearms and ammunition 

to support municipal violence prevention programs and support 

school resource officers and train police about mental illness. SMA 

  
12.   Schools:  (Editorial comment - Maintaining gun-free zones, etc.) 
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a. Adjusts penalties for individuals who violate prohibition of 

weapons on school, college or university grounds, with a tiered 

approach to the crime of bringing weapons on school property, 

maintains existing penalty for lower tiered firearms such as “bb” or 

paintball guns, but provides enhanced penalties for guns or explosives 

on school grounds, and provides authorities with immediate right of 

arrest to address violations. SMA 
 

 

Endnotes 
 

 

                                                           
i From the photograph of a woman walking past a sign that reads "Together we are Strong" at a 

Sandy Hook memorial, December 24, 2012, Newtown, Ct.; see page 6 above.  
ii District of Columbia v. Heller, 554 U.S. 570 (2008), Justice Scalia, joined by Chief Justice John 

G. Roberts, Jr. and by Justices Anthony M. Kennedy, Clarence Thomas and Samuel A. Alito Jr. 
iii Gun Violence  Statistics, Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence, Posted November 18th, 2012 

iv American Academy of Pediatrics, 3/15/2013, “Gun Safety: Keeping Children Safe.” “More than 

44 million Americans own firearms. Of the 192 million firearms owned in the United States, 65 

million are handguns. Research shows guns in homes are a serious risk to families. A gun kept in 

the home is 43 times more likely to kill someone known to the family than to kill someone in 

self-defense. A gun kept in the home triples the risk of homicide. The risk of suicide is 5 times 

more likely if a gun is kept in the home.” See also, The Congressional Progressive Caucus, 

reporting that America has suffered more than 60 shooting massacres over the past 30 years and 

6 million guns a year are sold on the secondary market through unlicensed dealers not subject to 

background checks, enabling the acquisition of guns by terrorists, criminals, perpetrators of 

domestic violence, minors, substance abusers and those with severe mental illnesses determined 

to be a danger to themselves or others. 
v
 Mother of Newtown Victim Pleas for Gun Control”, New York Times April 14, 2013 

vi
“Talking Points Memo (TPM) Muckraker (blog), “A History Of The Rifle Used In The Sandy 

Hook Massacre,” by Eric Lach, December 20, 2012. 
vii

 Statement of Mayors Against Illegal Guns, Co-Chair Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg on 

“Failure of U.S. Senate to Pass Gun Background Check Legislation, Apr 17, 2013;” See also  

“Background checks: A very big deal,” by Senator Charles Schumer / NEW YORK DAILY 

NEWS, April 11, 2013, “90% of the public, including 74% of NRA members, agree.” 
viii

 The National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS) is a point-of-sale system 

for determining eligibility to purchase a firearm in the United States. Federal Firearms License 

(FFL) holders are generally required by law to use the NICS to determine whether it is legal to 

sell a firearm to a prospective purchaser. Mandated by the Brady Handgun Violence Prevention 

Act of 1993 and launched by the FBI on November 30, 1998, NICS determines whether the 

buyer is prohibited from buying a firearm under the Gun Control Act of 1968. It is linked to the 

National Crime Information Center and the Interstate Identification Index among other 

databases maintained by the FBI.  See Wikipedia.
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