
Neighborhood*and*Health*Terminology*

!

Collective*efficacy!is!defined!as!a!group’s!shared!belief,!which!emerges!from!an!aggregation!of!
individual!group!members’!perception!of!the!group’s!capabilities!to!succeed!at!a!given!task.*

*

Environmental*racism!refers!to!intentional!or!unintentional!racial!discrimination!in!the!enforcement!of!
environmental!rules!and!regulations,!the!intentional!or!unintentional!targeting!of!minority!communities!

for!the!siting!of!polluting!industries,!or!the!exclusion!of!minority!groups!from!public!and!private!boards,!
commissions,!and!regulatory!bodies.!

!

Economic*environment!includes!the!quality!and!quantity!of!employment!opportunities!available!to!
residents!and!the!collective!wealth!and!assets!of!the!community.!

!

Economic*inequality!comprises!all!disparities!in!the!distribution!of!economic!assets!and!income.!The!
term!typically!refers!to!inequality!among!individuals!and!groups!within!a!society,!but!can!also!refer!to!
inequality!among!countries.!

!

A!neighborhood!is!a!geographically!localized!community!within!a!larger!city,!town!or!suburb.!Are!often!
social!communities!with!considerable!face@to@face!interaction!among!members.!

!

Physical*environment!includes!environmental!quality,!built!environment!and!infrastructure!and!
geographic!access!to!opportunities!throughout!the!region.!

!

Racial*segregation!is!the!separation!of!different!racial!groups!in!daily!life,!such!as!eating!in!a!restaurant,!
drinking!from!a!water!fountain,!using!a!rest!room,!attending!school,!going!to!the!movies,!or!in!the!rental!
or!purchase!of!a!home.!Segregation!may!be!mandated!by!law!or!exist!through!social!norms.!

!

Service*environment!includes!health!services,!public!safety!services,!commercial!services!and!
community!and!public!support!services.!

!



Social*environment!includes!cultural!characteristics,!social!support!and!networks!and!community!
leadership!and!organizations.!

!

Social*support!is!the!physical!and!emotional!comfort!given!to!us!by!our!family,!friends,!co@workers!and!
others.!It!is!knowing!that!we!are!part!of!a!community!of!people!who!love!and!care!for!us,!and!value!and!
think!well!of!us.!Social!support!is!a!way!of!categorizing!the!rewards!of!communication!in!a!particular!
circumstance.!

!

A!social*network!is!a!social!structure!made!of!individuals!(or!organizations)!called!"nodes,"!which!are!
tied!(connected)!by!one!or!more!specific!types!of!interdependency,!such!as!friendship,!kinship,!financial!
exchange,!dislike,!sexual!relationships,!or!relationships!of!beliefs,!knowledge!or!prestige.!

!

Social*capital!is!a!sociological!concept!used!in!business,!economics,!organizational!behavior,!political!
science,!public!health!and!the!social!sciences!in!general!to!refer!to!connections!within!and!between!
social!networks.!!

!

Urban*sprawl,!also!known!as!suburban*sprawl,!is!the!spreading!of!a!city!and!its!suburbs!over!rural!land!
at!the!fringe!of!an!urban!area.!Residents!of!sprawling!neighborhoods!tend!to!live!in!single@family!homes!
and!commute!by!automobile!to!work.!Low!population!density!is!an!indicator!of!sprawl.!

!

Walkability!is!a!measure!of!how!friendly!an!area!is!to!walking.!Walkability!has!many!health,!
environmental,!and!economic!benefits.!However,!evaluating!walkability!is!challenging!because!it!
requires!the!consideration!of!many!subjective!factors.!Factors!influencing!walkability!include!the!
presence!or!absence!and!quality!of!sidewalks!or!other!pedestrian!right@of@ways,!traffic!and!road!
conditions,!land!use!patterns,!building!accessibility,!and!safety,!among!others.!


