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Kia tau ki a koutou te atawhai me te ranigmarie o te 

Atua; grace and peace to you from God. 

 

Friends, I apologise for getting this newsletter out to you 

only at the end of the month.  October has been a huge 

month – a wonderful month, but a very busy month – as 

you will see below.   

 

The month began with the Convention of General 

Synod of the Lutheran Church of Australia and New 

Zealand in Sydney from the 2nd to the 7th October.  The 

Lutheran Church of New Zealand (LCNZ) was very 

well represented by 12 people. 

 

 
Some of the Kiwis at Synod 

 

Many of you will know already that the vote to ordain 

women as well as men did not reach the required two-

thirds vote (161 voted against the resolution to ordain 

both men and women; 240 supported it).   

 

‘If I could put it into my own words I would say that the 

LCA is hurting, and hurting very badly’, SA–NT Bishop 

David Altus said.  ‘She’s a broken woman, hurting in all 

parts of the body.’ 

 

‘What I’ve been hearing is a profound sense of grief, 

sadness and loss.  There is a sense of loss of identity, 

mission and purpose and a sense of missed 

opportunities’, Bishop Altus said. 

 

‘The church will be bleeding people this very day – this 

is a reality.  The cross of pain is all the heavier today 

because of what we share in common.  What we value 

and what holds us together is extremely powerful.  The 

way it holds us together in communion is gold.  It gives 

us heart and hope, despite the heaviness of our hearts 

today.’ 

 

LCA-NZ Bishop, John Henderson preached on Exodus 

29:45 (I will dwell among the Israelites, and I will be 

their God) at the closing service.  Here is an extract: 

 

On the route to our destination, there is still uncharted 

territory to cross.  God given us the overall direction, but 

not necessarily a map of all the details.  We have God’s 

Word as our guide.  By faith we will be able to do what 

we need to do.  We will press on because turning back 

is not an option.  Like the Israelites, who could not go 

back to Egypt, however daunting their journey, our only 

option is to press on to whatever God has in store for us. 

 

As we take the next steps, let’s be patient with God and 

kind to one another.  Let’s put into practice the grace and 

forgiveness we ourselves receive daily.  Jesus taught us 

to pray, ‘forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us.’  In that spirit, untied by the bonds of Christ’s 

love, the church is an indomitable force for good.  Yes, 

we Lutheran Christians can and will achieve far more 

than we ever imagined was possible.  We are here for a 

purpose.  Together, let’s discover that purpose.  God has 

given us work to do.  Until our dying day we will work, 

and wait, and pray to be ready for the time when all that 

we needed to do has been done, and God will say, ‘Well 

done, good and faithful servant.’  Then we will know 

that we have fulfilled the purpose for which God has 

preserved us. 

 

Along the way, and until we reach that goal, God will 

keep his promises to us – be certain of that.  Today we 

return to our everyday lives.  Let us fix our eyes on 

Jesus, with the sure and certain hope of our destination, 

the resurrection to eternal life.  Whatever comes, 

however long the journey, nothing can rob us of our 

hope in him. 

 

The College of Bishops met one week after the 

conclusion of General Synod and understand the 

responsibility we have to gently shepherd and care for 

the Church through these difficult times. 

 

 

Other General Synod news: 

 

• Paul Argyle (St Lukes Palmerston North) was 

elected to the General Church Board 

• General Synod has voted to not introduce the 

practice of infant communion in the LCA.  It did 

however endorse the church’s existing practice of 



offering the sacrament to children ‘at the earliest 

appropriate age’. 

• The LCA’s General Convention of Synod has 

backed formal introduction of changes to church 

governance and national functions, which have 

been trialled over the past three years. 

• LCA Bishop John Henderson and Assistant Bishop 

Andrew Pfeiffer have been re-elected for another 

synodical term. 

 

Please check the General Synod website for more 

stories, photos, sermons, information etc. at 

http://www.convention2018.lca.org.au/  

 

 

We were all sad to receive the news of the sudden death 

of Pastor James Haak, Bishop of the New South Wales 

District, who died in Adelaide on Saturday 20th October. 

 

 
 

James had been in Adelaide during the week, attending 

meetings of the College of Bishops and the first meeting 

of the new General Church Board, to which he had been 

elected by General Synod earlier this month. 

 

He had been Bishop of the New South Wales District for 

nine months.  Prior to moving to Sydney to take up that 

role, he had been First Assistant Bishop of the 

Queensland District and pastor of the Lockyer Valley 

Parish (Gatton Ministry Area).  He had previously 

served at Rockhampton, West Logan and Pittsworth in 

Queensland and Eudunda in South Australia. 

 

The LCA-NZ mourns with Marie, their children Aidan 

and Annie, their extended family, and all who served 

with Bishop Haak in the ministry of the gospel.  We pray 

that God will carry them in his loving arms during this 

time of shock and grief. 

 

 

 
Over Labour weekend around 250 people gathered at 

Sarau / Upper Moutere to celebrate the 175th 

anniversary of the arrival of the first German Settlers 

in New Zealand and the establishment of the Lutheran 

Church in New Zealand.   

 

Bishop John Henderson preached at the Sunday morning 

worship and the first edition of Martin Luther's Small 

Catechism in English and Te Reo Māori, funded by a 

gift of money from the Whakatane Lutheran Church 

when it closed, was launched. 

 

 
 

A copy was given to everyone attending the 175th 

celebration worship and the plan is to get copies into 

every Lutheran home (and others as well) in New 

Zealand.   

 

 
 

The Church Workers of the LCNZ stayed on in Upper 

Moutere after the weekend to meet in the last of this 

year's conferences. 

 

 

The Song Keepers tells the inspiring story of an 

Aboriginal women’s choir and their first tour of 

Germany. 
 

 
 

In the churches of remote Central Australia, a 140-year 

musical legacy of ancient Aboriginal languages, 

German sacred hymns and baroque music is being 

preserved by four generations of women that make up 

the Central Australian Aboriginal Women’s Choir.  

With their charismatic conductor, the choir embarks on 

http://www.convention2018.lca.org.au/


an historical tour of Germany, to take back the baroque 

hymns brought to their great grandparents by German 

Lutherans but in their own Western Arrarnta and 

Pitjantjatjara languages.  Together these remarkable 

women take their music and stories of cultural survival, 

identity and cross-cultural collaboration to the world. 

 

The LCNZ Office has 10 copies of DVD for sale at 

$33.00.  Please contact Tanja in the office if you would 

like one – admin@lutheran.org.nz or 04 3852540. 

 

 

Around 100 people – including many from the 

ecumenical community in Marton – gathered at St 

Martin Lutheran Church yesterday for the 

installation of Pastor Warren Paltridge. 

 

Warren is the first pastor at St Martin since Pastor Peter 

Ziersch completed his ministry almost 9 years ago. 

 

 
 

We welcome Warren and Ruth, and their children 

Byron, Hanna, Jordan and Arnold, and pray that a 

wonderful partnership in ministry will blossom in this 

congregation.   

 

 
 

Two REFRESH events – one hosted by Mountainside 

and Botany Lutherans in Auckland on the 13th October, 

and the other hosted by the Manawatu Lutheran Parish 

at Palmerston North on the 27th October – were attended 

by around 70 people from throughout the LCNZ. 

 

Pastor William Chang (Botany Lutheran) encouraged 

and inspired us in our ministry and witness to the gospel. 

 

 

 
 

• The Manawatu Lutheran Parish gathered in worship 

on Sunday 14th October to farewell Pastor Rodger 

Russ.  Rodger has retired to Adelaide after serving 

in parishes in New South Wales, the Northern 

Territory, South Australia and New Zealand. 

 

• Please continue to pray for the Manawatu Parish as 

they continue seeking God's will with regard to 

calling a new pastor. 

 

• In August I presented a Hymn Festival at 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Adelaide as a fund-

raiser for Lutheran Media.  We have a few CDs 

available at the LCNZ Office for $15.00 plus p&h.  

Please contact the office if you would like one. 

 

 

This was supposed to be a fairly brief newsletter, but, as 

you can see, October has been a very busy and 

wonderful month, and there has been a lot to report. 

 

In coming months, I want to review the way I 

communicate with you all; especially the members of 

the LCNZ.  I would like to explore such things as 

Facebook maybe, to send out more regular and shorter 

messages of news, information, encouragement etc. 

 

I want to communicate in a way that makes it easier for 

everyone to hear the things they need to hear from me as 

Bishop, and from the servant-leadership of the LCNZ.   

 

I don't think it's going to be a quick, overnight fix, but 

I'm just letting you know that I want to work on 

something.   

 

The 'new' format of this edition is just a wee indication 

that I am working at trying something different. 

 

 

I am taking two weeks annual leave and will return to 

work on Tuesday 13th November.  Please contact Tanja 

in the LCNZ office or Pastor Jim Pietsch (Assistant 

Bishop) during the time that I am away. 

 

Love to you all in Christ; nga mihi … 

 

mailto:admin@lutheran.org.nz

