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Kia tau ki a koutou te atawhai me te ranigmarie o te 

Atua; grace and peace to you from God. 

 

Happy New Year!  As we journey from one Church 

Year into the next, may you be filled with the joy of 

knowing Jesus and his love; the gift that we prepare for 

in these Advent days. 

 

 
 

 

 

The Dawn Corry Musicians Scholarship for 2019 has 

been awarded to Nitzana Joshi.  Nitzana is a 13 year-old 

member of St Pauls (Wellington).  She is keen to 

develop her singing voice and add her voice to the 

musical groups who lead the worship at St Pauls.  

 

 

The Scholarship provides $1000 towards the cost of 

musical tuition and honours the name of Dawn Corry 

who was a musician in several LCNZ congregations.  A 

previous scholarship winner is Charles; a 'cellist who 

plays at St Pauls (Upper Moutere).  The scholarship will 

be advertised again in October 2019. 

 

 

The Wonder of Creation 

 

 
 

The theme for Sunday School at St Pauls (Wellington) 

in Term 3 was the Wonder of Creation.  As children 

learned to see the world around them as a created gift of 

God, they built up a giant mural that reflected the 

creative acts of our Father God described at the 

beginning of Genesis. 

 

 

On the 14th November the Manawatu Parish hosted their 

annual Senior Members Lunch for our members, 

Lutheran Village and friends of our parish over 65.  This 

was attended by 80 people who enjoyed a 3 course meal, 

songs, fellowship and a Christmas devotion. 

 

 

Interview with Martin Luther biographer … 

 

 
 

• On 'Sunday Morning' (Radio New Zealand 

National) 

• Historian Lyndal Roper 

• 9th December just after 10am. 

 



Council of Synod (COS) News 

 

Dear friends in Christ, as we close off one church year 

and enter the season of Advent it is timely to review 

what COS has done and look ahead at where to from 

here. 

 

Back in April, members of the LCNZ met in Feilding as 

part of our Church Workers gathering to consider 

"where to?"  There were several areas identified at this 

time for focus: 

 

• If the LCNA is to grow, what do we need to do 

and how can we do this? 

• Church growth (Go and Grow) 

• LCNZ structure 

• Individual health/relationship with the Lord 

(therefore confident in sharing the gospel) 

 

COS committed to coming back to you, in September, 

with some action plans based on these initial 

discussions.  It may appear to you that this wasn’t done.   

 

 
 

However, the two REFRESH events held in October led 

by Pastor William Chang focused on Becoming an 

Outreach Church.  There were three key foci for these 

days:  

 

• Refreshing outreach 

• Reclaiming the gospel, and  

• Re-engaging the community. 

 

Your Council of Synod is committed to journeying with 

you and your congregations in your mission.  

 

Since the April gathering, Bishop Mark has advised that 

God has led him to reconsider his decision not to allow 

his name to go forward for a further term of Bishop.  As 

a result of this, and based on the input from members in 

April, has allocated time at both the August and 

November COS meetings to review and strategise not 

just the future structure of the LCNZ but also its vision 

(direction). 

 

COS has identified several different possibilities for the 

structure of the LCNZ going forward.  Along with these, 

COS has identified advantages and disadvantages of 

each.  It may be that COS has missed something and 

therefore we will take some time between now and early 

next year to refine these possibilities with the view of 

discussing this with pastors at their first Church Workers 

Conference in February.  

 

Pastors will be asked to seek comment and feedback 

from their people.  The aim is to firm up these 

possibilities to take to Convention of Synod in 

Hamilton, in June 2019. 

 

I would like to encourage you again with the Bible 

passage that I’ve shared with you earlier this year; 

Ephesians 3:16-21: 

 

I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen 

you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 

so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.  

And I pray that you, being rooted and established in 

love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy 

people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep 

is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses 

knowledge – that you may be filled to the measure of all 

the fullness of God.   Now to him who is able to do 

immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 

according to his power that is at work within us, to him 

be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 

generations, for ever and ever!  Amen. 

 

I ask that you pray for God’s guidance and blessings as 

we consider a new season in the LCNZ.  Yours in Christ, 

Johanna Wood (COS Chair) 

 

 

I'm enjoying a wonderful period at the moment, visiting, 

meeting with, praying with, leading worship and 

preaching in various congregations throughout the 

LCNZ … 

 

• St Lukes (Palmerston North): 18th and 25th 

• St Pauls (Wellington): 21st (meeting only) 

• St Matthew (Hamilton): 30th to 2nd 

• Botany (Auckland): 2nd 

• Mountainside (Auckland): 10th Dec (meeting only) 

• St Pauls (Christchurch): 16th Dec 
 

 

 
 

It's wonderful to visit and connect at the grassroots level 

and to journey alongside you in ministry. 

 



Bill Groves shares news from the Sunny Hawkes Bay 

 

 
 

On Armistice Day (11th November), after worship at St 

Francis Church Clive, the congregation moved across 

the road to the War Memorial Cenotaph.  They joined 

with the Clive community and the Napier and Hastings 

Pipe Band and observed 2 minutes silence   … and then 

created a roaring chorus together with the jubilant sound 

of the Pipe Band playing, sounding car horns, blowing 

whistles, beating drums and ringing the old bell from St 

Francis at the Cenotaph.  And when they'd done ringing, 

they enjoyed refreshments in the hall. 

 
We held our Longest Lutheran Lunch on 18th November 

with guest preacher Rev Deborah Broome from the 

Anglican Diocese of Waiapu.  The luncheon was 

enjoyed with good fellowship and friendship by all that 

attended. 

  

And looking ahead to Christmas (wow Bill   … you're 

so well-organised 😊): 

 

• Sunday 16th Community Christmas Carol Service at 

Farndon House Garden's Clive, 7:00pm 

• Sunday 23rd Children's Christmas Service at Clive 

9:30am  

• Monday 24th Christmas Eve Service with Holy 

Communion at Haumoana, 11:30pm 

• Tuesday 25th Christmas Day Worship Service with 

Holy Communion at Clive 9:30am 

  

 

From the Principal of Australian Lutheran College 

(ALC) / the Seminary 
 

 
 

Grace and peace to you.  An advertisement that will 

appear in the December 2018 edition of the Lutheran.  

This is a ‘catch all’ advertisement.  Its intent is to 

encourage people from within the LCA-NZ and beyond 

to enrol in one of our College’s learning, teaching and 

research programs as part of their own vocational 

journey.  A strong focus of that advertisement is the 

opportunity to study off campus.  It may surprise you 

that around 70% of our students currently study by 

distance.  Many people who could enrol with us are not 

aware of that and so we miss out on their enrolment.   
 

 
 

While we are grateful for the enrolments that we receive, 

they are well below what they need to be.  Based upon 

recent research, our Church currently needs increasing 

numbers of graduates both for pastoral ministry as well 

as for our schools and aged care ministries.  To this end 

we are seeking to develop our full range of learning and 

teaching opportunities to engage with people sooner, 

deeply and for longer.  To be sure, we have always 

engaged with people deeply through our current 

programs.   We do, however, want to strengthen the 

pathways into those programs.  To that end we are 

developing, along with our Certificate 4 in Christian 

Ministry and Theology, our Diploma of Theology to be 

offered by distance.  This diploma can count toward the 

first year of a Bachelor of Theology, which is currently 

one of the degrees to be completed in our pastoral 

program.  All of this means that people who are 

interested in serving the church as pastors, are able to 

commence their preparation by distance.   
 

 
 

We are currently working on our pastoral intake for 

2019.  At this stage we are in conversation with 13 

people.     

 

In Christ Jesus, James Winderlich (Principal) 

 

To find out more, check out https://www.alc.edu.au/ or 

email at alc@alc.edu.au.   

 

 

Please forward this eNews to anyone else who you think 

may be interested in news from around the Lutheran 

Church of New Zealand. 

 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will 

fulfil the promise I made to the house of Israel and the 

house of Judah.  In those days and at that time I will 

cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David   … and 

this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is 

our righteousness.”  (Jeremiah 33:14-16, Advent 1). 

 

Love to you all in Christ; nga mihi … 

https://www.alc.edu.au/
mailto:alc@alc.edu.au

