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Kia tau ki a koutou te atawhai me te rangimarie o te 

Atua; grace and peace to you from God. 

 

My Rapaki (pictured above) is named “Te Aroha O Atua 

mo te Tangata” meaning “The love of God for the 

People.”  I wear it with much pride and joy as servant-

leader of the Lutheran Church of New Zealand and as I 

do, I am reminded of and wrapped in God’s aroha (love). 

 

It is te aroha O Atua mo te tangata (the love of God for 

the people) that is at the heart of Christmas; the reason 

for God’s gift to us of Jesus (one who will save the 

people from their sin). 

 

Love caused your incarnation, 

love brought you down to me; 

your thirst for my salvation 

has brought me liberty. 

O love beyond all telling, 

that led you to embrace, 

in love all love excelling, 

our lost and fallen race. 
 

Wie soll ich dich empfangen 

Paul Gerhardt 1607-1676 

Lutheran Hymnbook #10 

 

May you also be filled with the aroha of God in his gift 

to you of Jesus this Christmas and always. 
 

 
 

Our family – Leanne, Chelsea, Brittany, Charlotte and I 

– wish you happiness and joy in Jesus and the blessings 

of his love and grace throughout 2019. 

Here are the details of Christmas worship in the 

congregations of the LCNZ that I have received.  If 

you’re away from home over Christmas, please find 

somewhere – one of our churches or another church – to 

celebrate God’s gift to us of Jesus. 

 

Botany Lutheran Church, 1 Harris Road, Mt 

Wellington, Auckland 

• 23 December, 1.00pm 

o Christmas Celebration and Outreach 

• 25 December, 6.00-9.00pm 

o Christmas Fellowship and BBQ 

 

Mountainside Lutheran Church, 1 Harris Road, Mt 

Wellington, Auckland 

• 24 December, 7.00pm 

o Christmas Eve (including the Children’s 

Programme) 

• 24 December, 11.00pm 

o Christmas Eve (Carols and Readings) 

• 25 December, 10.00am 

o Christmas Day (Holy Communion) 

 

St Matthew Lutheran Church, 27 Abbotsford Street, 

Whitiora, Hamilton 

• 23 December, 10:00am 

o Christmas Nativity Service 

• 25 December, 9.00am 

o Divine Christmas Service with Carol 

Setting 

 

 

By the way … 

 

St Matthew hosted an Advent 

Picnic at Whitiora Primary 

School on the 2nd Sunday of Advent.  It was a slow 

start, but we enjoyed sack, water balloon and wheel 

barrow races followed by a lolly scramble.  Seven 

parents and nine children came from the school 

community and we were able to promote our 

“Christmas on the Lawn” which was held at St 

Matthew on Saturday 15th December. 

 

 

Kawerau Lutheran Church, 256 River Road, Kawerau 

• 23 December, 9.30am 

o Hymn-singing followed be service at 

10.00am  

• 30 December, 10.00am 

o Carols and Readings Service 

 

Hawkes Bay, St Francis, 6 Ferry Road, Clive 

• 23 December, 9.30am 

o Children's Christmas Service at Clive 

• 24 December, 11.30pm 

o Christmas Eve Service with Holy Communion 

at Haumoana 

• 25 December, 9.30am 

o Worship with Holy Communion at Clive 



St Martin Lutheran Church, 94 Pukepapa Road, Marton 

• 25 December, 9.30am 

 

Manawatu Lutheran Parish – St Lukes (250 Church 

Street, Palmerston North) and Trinity (Corner of King 

and West Streets, Feilding) 

• 24 December, 7.00pm 

o Combined Parish Service at St Lukes 

• 25 December, 9.00am 

o Holy Communion at Trinity 

• 25 December, 10.00am 

o Holy Communion at St Lukes 

 

 

By the way … 

 

The Beacon ministry held their annual Carols evening at 

Summerset Retirement Village in the evening on 

Saturday 8th December.  After delivering 300 flyers in 

the local community, and the evening being included in 

the events calendar for residents at the Village, 49 

attended the evening.  Of these 10 came from the 

community, 26 from the village and the remaining 13 

being from St Luke’s and the Beacon Team. 
 

 
 

Whilst we do not consider the flyers advertising the 

evening as ‘Junk Mail’ we respect the properties with 

‘No Junk Mail’ on their mail boxes and do not leave a 

flyer in them.  In speaking with a couple who responded 

to the flyer we were informed that they have the ‘No 

Junk Mail’ sign on their mail box but found a flyer lying 

on the footpath and that was how they found out about 

the evening and attended – God works in mysterious 

ways. 

 

It was a wonderful evening, with many from the village 

who attended not being attenders at the monthly worship 

services.  The number from the community was also 

more than normally attend. This was a real answer to 

prayer. 

 

 

St Pauls Lutheran Church, 12-13 King Street, Mt Cook, 

Wellington 

• 23 December, 10.00am 

o Advent worship 

• 24 December, 7.00pm 

o Christmas Eve Family Service 

• 25 December, 10.00am 

o Christmas Day Festival Service 

 

St Pauls Lutheran Church, Corner of Moutere Highway 

and Supplejack Road, Upper Moutere and St Johns 

Lutheran Church, 125 Ranzau Road West, Hope 

• 23 December, 9.30am  

o Holy Communion 

• 24 December, 7.00pm 

o Kids and Carols 

• 24 December,11.15pm 

o Reflective Service 

• 25 December, 10.00am 

o 'The Gift' 

 

St Pauls Lutheran Church, Corner of Burwood and 

Travis Road, Burwood, Christchurch 

• 23 December, 10.00am 

o Children’s service 

• 24 December, 6.00pm 

o Carols and Readings 

• 25 December, 9.00am 

o Service incorporating carols 

 

 

 
 

During Advent, Lutheran World Federation (LWF) 

member churches are sharing hymns from their 

congregations to show how the Lutheran communion 

regions prepare for Christ’s coming into this world. 

 

We want to use this period to reflect on and celebrate the 

diversity, uniqueness and oneness of God’s gifts to us. 

 

Martin Luther wrote: 
 

I would certainly like to praise music with all 

my heart as the excellent gift of God which it 

is and to commend it to everyone. . . it has been 

instilled and implanted in all creatures, 

individually and collectively. For nothing is 

without sound or harmony. Even the air. . . 
 

(From the Preface to Georg Rhau’s Symphoniae iucundae; 

Delightful Melodies, 1538) 

 

Check this out at: 

https://www.lutheranworld.org/advent-hymns 
 

On Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/lutheranworld/videos/  
 

Or on YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com/c/TheLutheranWorldFederat

ion/  

https://www.lutheranworld.org/advent-hymns
https://www.facebook.com/pg/lutheranworld/videos/
https://www.youtube.com/c/TheLutheranWorldFederation/
https://www.youtube.com/c/TheLutheranWorldFederation/


Haven’t finished your Christmas shopping yet? 

 

Then check out Gifts of Grace from the Lutheran World 

Service … 

 

 
 

Tired of meaningless mass-produced throwaway gifts?  

Now you can give gifts to those close to you that help 

someone far away.  What a wonderful way to share your 

values and bring love to life! 

 

 
 

Go to: https://www.alws.org.au/what-you-can-do/gifts-

of-grace/.  

 

 

LCA-NZ Welcomes New Pastors 

 

 
 

Matthew Edgecomb, Lucas Matuschka and Mathew von 

Stanke were ordained by LCA-NZ Bishop John 

Henderson at Concordia College chapel, Highgate 

South Australia, on Sunday 9th December. 

 

They will take up their first assignments in 2019.  

 

Pastor Edgecomb has been assigned to Strathalbyn, on 

South Australia’s Fleurieu Peninsula.  

 

Pastor Matuschka will begin his ordained ministry at 

Rainbow Pella Parish, Victoria, in that state’s Southern 

Mallee region.  

 

Pastor von Stanke will serve at LifeWay in the New 

South Wales harbour city Newcastle, north of Sydney. 

 

Bishop Henderson preached at the ordination service on 

the text Philippians 1:3-11, including: ‘I thank my God 

every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy 

in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of 

your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now.  

I am confident of this, that the one who began a good 

work among you will bring it to completion by the day 

of Jesus Christ.’ 

 

Encouraging the ordinands as they prepared to enter the 

public ministry, Bishop Henderson said, ‘The work of 

the Christian pastor is the ministry of the Holy Spirit, 

which is nothing less than the ongoing ministry of Jesus 

Christ.  In Jesus, God loves the world so much that he 

died for it.  Your mission will be to lead the church in 

carrying that self-same love out into that world’.  

 

 

October and November issues of Pitopito Kōrero 

available … 

 

Friends, I had some technical challenges making my 

October and November issues of Pitopito Kōrero 

(eNews) available to those outside of the LCNZ.  Please 

accept my apologies for this. 

 

If you would like me to send a pdf version of these issues 

to you, please email me at bishop@lutheran.org.nz and 

I’ll be only too happy to do this. 

 

 

 
 

The LCNZ Office in Wellington will close on the 21st 

December and re-open on 4th January.  During this time: 

 

• You will still be able to email me, and I will check 

for urgent emails that might need my attention 

while I am with family in Australia; 

• You can call Pastor Jim Pietsch, Assistant Bishop 

on 04 385708; or 

• You can call Johanna Wood, Chair of Council of 

Synod on 027 2744279 

 

 

Please forward this eNews to anyone else who you think 

may be interested in news from around the Lutheran 

Church of New Zealand. 

 

Kia hari tonu i roto i te Ariki: ko taku kupu ano tenei, 

Kia hari.  Kua tata te Ariki. 

 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again. I will say, Rejoice.  

The Lord is near. 
(Philippians 4:4-5, Advent 3) 

 

 

 

Love to you all in Christ; nga mihi … 
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