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STUDY OBJECTIVE

0E L D E R S  I N  T R A I N I N G  

ELDERSHIP BIBLE STUDY

To begin our journey through eldership, it is proper that we first 
turn to scripture and examine what eldership is and how it is 
described. We will bring our own assumptions of eldership, 
church authority, and ecclesial responsibility into our training. 
Therefore, it is necessary that we turn to God and explore their 
original intent of eldership and oversight of their church. 

This short bible study will guide you through three different 
passages where the word “elder” shows up in scripture. For the 
most part, the questions are broad and open-ended, designed to 
allow you to go where you need to go in your thoughts. Beyond 
that, there are a few insights to help your understanding. 
Complete and upload this study before coming to the first class.

Here is a trustworthy saying:  Whoever aspires to be an overseer  desires a noble task.  Now the 

overseer is to be above reproach,  faithful to his wife,  temperate, self-controlled, respectable, 

hospitable, able to teach, not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a 

lover of money. He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him, and he must 

do so in a manner worthy of full respect. (If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, 

how can he take care of God’s church?)  He must not be a recent convert, or he may become 

conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. He must also have a good reputation with 

outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil’s trap.

1 TIMOTHY 
3:1-7

BIBLE STUDY



 2

R E F L E C T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S  

Before you study this text, take a minute to write about how you feel about this passage. 

What questions are stirred in you as you read this passage? 

Looking over the list of what’s asked of an overseer, what catches your attention? Does it catch your attention in a 

positive regard or negative? Consider why that part(s) stick out to you. 

Paul starts by saying it is a notable task to want to be an overseer (elder). The word “noble” is the Greek word “kalós” 

meaning “attractively good; good that inspires others to embrace what is lovely (beautiful, praiseworthy)”. How do you 

feel bout the task ahead of you to be an elder? Does this deeper understand of the word mature your thinking of 

eldership in anyway?
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The reason I left you in Crete was that you might put in order what was left unfinished and appoint 

elders in every town, as I directed you. An elder must be blameless, faithful to his wife, a man whose 

children believe and are not open to the charge of being wild and disobedient.  Since an 

overseer manages God’s household, he must be blameless—not overbearing, not quick-tempered, 

not given to drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain.  Rather, he must be 

hospitable, one who loves what is good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy and disciplined. He 

must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others 

by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it.

TITUS 1:5-9

R E F L E C T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S  

As before, take a minute to write about how you feel about this passage before studying. 

What questions come to you mind as you read over this passage? 

How is this passage similar and different from Paul’s comments on overseers to Timothy? 

Within this this, what items challenge you and encourage you?
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The word “overseer” is the Greek word episkoppe, which is derived from the words “epí” and “skopeo”. Epi means 

“appropriately fitting” and it intensifies skopeo which means to "look intently”. So the word properly means 

“oversight that naturally goes on to provide the care and attention appropriate to the personal visitation. How does this 

shape your view of an elder?

To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s sufferings who also will 

share in the glory to be revealed: Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over 

them—not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not pursuing 

dishonest gain, but eager to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to 

the flock. And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never 

fade away.

1 PETER 
5:1-4

R E F L E C T I O N  Q U E S T I O N S  

Take a minute to write about how you feel about this passage before studying. 

What questions arise as you read over this passage? 

How is this passage similar and different from Paul’s text on eldership?
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The Greek word here for “shepherd” is “poimaínō”. Properly, this means to care for and protect the flock. This is 

different from the Greek word “bosko”, another Greek word which is translated as “shepherd”that appears in the New 

Testament. Bosko means to  feed or graze, and is used figuratively for nourishing God’s people through the Word. 

Poimaínō focuses on shepherding the flock of God through caring, guarding, and guiding God’s people. Given this 

unique word from Peter, how does it shape and refine your view of eldership? 

Peter mentions Jesus as the “Chief Shepherd” in reference to elders as shepherds. Reflect on how that molds your role 

as an elder and Jesus’ presence in your responsibilities. 

Use the space below to synthesize all your thoughts from all three of these passages.
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