
Failure of Vision 

 

 
 
  ׃רמֹֽאלֵּ השֶׁ֥מֹ־לאֶ הוָ֖הֹיְ רבֵּ֥דַיְוַ
 
 לאֵ֑רָשְׂיִ ינֵ֣בְלִ ןתֵ֖נֹ ינִ֥אֲ־רשֶׁאֲ ןעַנַ֔כְּ ץרֶאֶ֣־תאֶ וּ֙רתֻ֙יָוְ םישִׁ֗נָאֲ 9֣לְ־חלַשְׁ
 
  ׃םהֶֽבָ אישִׂ֥נָ לכֹּ֖ וּחלָ֔שְׁתִּ ו֙יתָבֹאֲ הטֵּ֤מַלְ דחָ֜אֶ שׁיאִ֨ ד֩חָאֶ שׁיאִ֣ 

 
  ׃המָּהֵֽ לאֵ֖רָשְׂיִ־ינֵֽבְ ישֵׁ֥ארָ םישִׁ֔נָאֲ םלָּ֣כֻּ הוָ֑הֹיְ יפִּ֣־לעַ ןרָ֖אפָּ רבַּ֥דְמִּמִ השֶׁ֛מֹ םתָ֥אֹ חלַ֨שְׁיִּוַ
 
  ׃רוּכּֽזַ־ןבֶּ עַוּמּ֖שַׁ ןבֵ֔וּארְ הטֵּ֣מַלְ םתָ֑וֹמשְׁ הלֶּאֵ֖וְ
  ׃יִֽרוֹח־ןבֶּ טפָ֖שָׁ ןוֹע֔מְשִׁ הטֵּ֣מַלְ
  ׃הנֶּֽפֻיְ־ןבֶּ בלֵ֖כָּ הדָ֔וּהיְ הטֵּ֣מַלְ
  ׃ףסֵֽוֹי־ןבֶּ לאָ֖גְיִ רכָ֔ששָּׂיִ הטֵּ֣מַלְ
  ׃ןוּנֽ־ןבִּ עַשֵׁ֥וֹה םיִרָ֖פְאֶ הטֵּ֥מַלְ
  ׃אוּפֽרָ־ןבֶּ יטִ֖לְפַּ ןמִ֔יָנְבִ הטֵּ֣מַלְ
  ׃ידִֽוֹס־ןבֶּ לאֵ֖ידִּגַּ ןלֻ֔וּבזְ הטֵּ֣מַלְ
  ׃יסִֽוּס־ןבֶּ ידִּ֖גַּ השֶּׁ֑נַמְ הטֵּ֣מַלְ ףסֵ֖וֹי הטֵּ֥מַלְ
  ׃ילִּֽמַגְּ־ןבֶּ לאֵ֖ימִּעַ ןדָ֔ הטֵּ֣מַלְ
  ׃לאֵֽכָימִ־ןבֶּ רוּת֖סְ רשֵׁ֔אָ הטֵּ֣מַלְ
  ׃יסִֽפְוׇ־ןבֶּ יבִּ֖חְנַ ילִ֔תָּפְנַ הטֵּ֣מַלְ
  ׃יכִֽמָ־ןבֶּ לאֵ֖וּאגְּ דגָ֔ הטֵּ֣מַלְ



 
  ׃עַשֻֽׁוֹהיְ ןוּנ֖־ןבִּ עַשֵׁ֥וֹהלְ השֶׁ֛מֹ ארָ֥קְיִּוַ ץרֶאָ֑הָ־תאֶ רוּת֣לָ השֶׁ֖מֹ חלַ֥שָׁ־רשֶׁאֲ םישִׁ֔נָאֲהָֽ תוֹמ֣שְׁ הלֶּאֵ֚
 
ֹיּוַ ןעַנָ֑כְּ ץרֶאֶ֣־תאֶ רוּת֖לָ השֶׁ֔מֹ ם֙תָאֹ חלַ֤שְׁיִּוַ   ׃רהָֽהָ־תאֶ םתֶ֖ילִעֲוַ בגֶנֶּ֔בַּ ה֙זֶ וּל֥עֲ םהֶ֗לֵאֲ רמֶא֣
 
  ׃ברָֽ־םאִ אוּה֖ טעַ֥מְהַ הפֶ֔רָהֲ א֙וּה ק֥זָחָהֶ הָילֶ֔עָ בשֵׁ֣יֹּהַ ם֙עָהָ־תאֶוְ אוהִ֑־המַ ץרֶאָ֖הָ־תאֶ םתֶ֥יאִרְוּ
 
 םינִ֖חֲמַֽבְּהַ הנָּהֵ֔בָּ בשֵׁ֣וֹי א֙וּה־רשֶׁאֲ םירִ֗עָהֶֽ המָ֣וּ העָ֑רָ־םאִ אוהִ֖ הבָ֥וֹטהֲ הּבָּ֔ בשֵׁ֣יֹ א֙וּה־רשֶׁאֲ ץרֶאָ֗הָ המָ֣וּ
  ׃םיִֽרצָבְמִבְּ םאִ֥
 
 םימִ֔יָּהַ֨וְ ץרֶאָ֑הָ יִ֣רפְּמִ םתֶּ֖חְקַלְוּ םתֶּ֔קְזַּחַתְהִ֨וְ ןיִאַ֔־םאִ ץ֙עֵ הּבָּ֥־שׁיֵֽהֲ הזָ֗רָ־םאִ אוהִ֜ הנָ֨מֵשְּׁהַ ץרֶאָ֠הָ֠ המָ֣וּ
  ׃םיבִֽנָעֲ ירֵ֥וּכּבִּ ימֵ֖יְ
 
ֹבלְ בחֹ֖רְ־דעַ ןצִ֥־רבַּדְמִּמִ ץרֶאָ֑הָ־תאֶ וּרתֻ֣יָּוַ וּל֖עֲיַּ וַֽ   ׃תמָֽחֲ א֥

 

 ב֮גֶנֶּ֘בַ וּל֣עֲיַּוַ
 

Isa 44:18 

 

 



 

 

 

Scouting for Wisdom 



 

 

 

Another matter, “The song of songs”—that is what the verse said: “The heart of the wise will make 
his mouth prevail” (Proverbs 16:23); the heart of the wise man is filled with wisdom. What can 
attest to him, what can indicate that he is full of wisdom? His mouth will indicate his wisdom; his 
mouth will be instructive in his regard. “He will increase his lesson on his lips” (Proverbs 16:23); 
by expressing matters of Torah from his heart, he increases the lesson of Torah.  
 
They stated an analogy, to what is the matter comparable? To a barrel that is filled with gems and 
pearls, is sealed with a tight cover, placed in one corner, and no one knows what is in it; one person 
comes and empties it, and everyone knows what is in it.  
 



So too, Solomon’s heart was filled with wisdom, but no one knew what was in it. When the Divine 
Presence rested upon him, and he composed three books, everyone became aware of his wisdom. 
 
“He will increase his lesson on his lips,” the lesson that he added to matters of Torah elevated him, 
as it is stated: “I applied my heart to seek and to scout [velatur] wisdom” (Ecclesiastes 1:13).  
 
What is velatur? It is to become a scout for wisdom. That is what is written: “So they may scout 
[veyaturu] the land of Canaan” (Numbers 13:2). One who is expert in Bible, I will go to him; one 
who is expert in Mishna, I will go to him, as it is stated: “To scout wisdom.” 
Another matter, “to seek and to scout [latur],”—to fulfill the quota [latur] and go beyond [lehotir].  
 
The poet, when he composes an alphabetic acrostic poem, at times he finishes [the alphabet] and 
at times he does not finish it.  
 
However, Solomon composed an alphabetic acrostic and [added lines for] five additional letters, 
as it is written: “His songs were a thousand [alef] and five” (I Kings 5:12); his song was an 
alphabetic acrostic and five. It was not only regarding matters of Torah that Solomon would scout, 
but rather: “Everything that is done under the sun” (Ecclesiastes 1:13), such as how one can 
sweeten mustard [and] how one can sweeten mandrakes.  
 
The Holy One blessed be He said: You scouted after matters of Torah, by your life, I will not 
withhold your reward. I will rest My Divine Spirit upon you. Immediately, the Divine Spirit rested 
upon him and he composed Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Songs. 

 

 

 



 


