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Num 27 :16

Moses spoke to N7, saying,
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“Let M, Source of the breath of all flesh, appoint someone over the

community
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who shall go out before them and come in before them, and who shall
take them out and bring them in,” so that M7”’s community may not
be like sheep that have no shepherd.”
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And ™M answered Moses, “Single out Joshua son of Nun, an inspired

man, and lay your hand upon him.
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— not as is the way of the kings of the nations who sit at

home and send their armies to battle, but as “I” have done nmA7°7%% GOD OF THE SPIRITS [OF ALL FLESH] —

— I'who fought against Sihon and against Og, as it is said,  Why is this expression used? (i.e., why does it not state

b :34) “D fear him: “[for I have deli d . . " «
(Numbers 21:34) “Do not fear him: “[for I have delivere simply w3 95 *198?) He said to Him: “Lord of the

him into thy hand ... and thou shall do to him as thou

. ! . .
didst unto Sihon, etc.]” and as is the way that Joshua Universe! the personality of each person is revealed to you,

followed, as it is said, (Joshua 5:3) “And Joshua went to him  and no two are alike. Appoint over them a leader who will

and said, Art thou for us [or for our adversaries]”. And so, tolerate each person according to his individual character

too, in the case of David, it says, (I Samuel 18:16) “For he
(Midrash Tanchuma, Pinchas 10; cf. Yalkut Shimoni on Torah

went out and came in before them” — went out at their

head, and came in at their head (Sifrei Bamidbar 139:2). 776).

Tanchuma Num 11:1

A parable: To what is the matter comparable? To a king who took a wife and had a best man
(shoshevin). Every time that the king was angry with his wife, the best man would placate *Rzt.
PYS. Cf. the Gk.: peisis or peisa (“persuasion”). him and the king would be reconciled. When the
best man was about to die, he began to make a request of the king. He said to him, “Would you
please pay attention to your wife [to be foregoing with her after I die].” The king said to him,
“Instead of you charging me concerning my wife, charge my wife concerning me, that she be
careful with my honor.” So did the Holy One, blessed be He, as it were, say to Moses, “Instead of
you charging Me (in Numb. 27:16), ‘Appoint...," charge them concerning Me, that they be diligent
with My honor.”

Sifre Num 139



(Bamidbar 27:17) "who will go out before them and who will come in
before them": Not as others, who send others in the vanguard and who
bring up the rear. But as Moses did, viz. (Bamidbar 21:34) "And the L-
rd said to Moses: Do not fear him (Og, [to confront him in the
vanguard]) for I have delivered him into your hand." And as Joshua did,
viz. (Joshua 5:13) "And Joshua went up to him, and said: 'Are you for us
or for our foes?'" And as Pinchas did, viz. (Bamidbar 31:6) "And Moses
sent them to the war, a thousand of every tribe, to the war, them and
Pinchas (in the vanguard) etc." (Ibid. 27:17) "who will go out before
them" — at the head, viz. (I Chronicles 11:6) "And Yoav ben Tzeruyah
went up first, and he was at the head." "who will go out before them"
— in a troop. "and who will come in before them" — in a troop. "who
will go out before them" — on the way. "and who will come in before
them" — on the way. "and who will take them out" — in his merits.
"and who will bring them back" — in his merits. "and who will take
them out" — with a count. "and who will bring them back" — with a
count (i.e., none missing), as it is written (Bamidbar 31:44) "And they
said to Moses: Your servants have counted the men of war who were
under our charge, and not one of us is missing." And why did they need
atonement (viz. Ibid. 50)? For they had "feasted their eyes" on
nakedness (i.e., on the Midianite women [viz. Ibid. 16]). (Ibid. 27:17)
"And let the congregation of the L-rd not be as sheep without a

shepherd": On this the tradition comments (Song of Songs 1:7) "Tell me
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