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Tilt-Up Slab House

Dmwid Horig, Gyndesis
Lasmtinn: Yeanlce, Calilarnia

“I've whwarys felt hat there wasn't a whalo lot of challenge in just doing
n Buking oul of sticks” explans architect Daved Haite, "R seemed an
inaffcipnt way 1o construct a building. There are 50 many stages. Once
you barve the frame up, then you wtually deconstruct it by drlling o to
handie the plumbing and slectrnesl Then you go theough a labesicus and
mnpesfect process of apphing sheals of diywall, whech again e indivd:
unlited pivces with joints and seams that you're trypng 1o disguise. Ard
Than goansg Theowgh all the scafoldng and Inddor waek, With a panelzed
or pro-marsliciured system, you have far more contral. Thee & much
maore inbares! in thie progsct because of the tecionics imoked, of learming
this nesw buldieg system, and of pubting it together in those profabincaied
prrces. Thal's where the thell and challengs was, and I think that's whai
ks B house unique among othor conlamponsy buildings”

Daved Hertz's nnovative Tit-Uo Slab House in Yenice, Calidornia, was
desigried o rsponas 1o 8 sel of dificult conditions. The ol was Tiny=jusi
32 feet wide by BO et long=and on the comer of a narow aloy, The
staciure needed fo house a coupds, their wa teensge children, and one
grandpanent. And the budge! was $270,000.

*Givnn the confirps of such a small fot, the volumo was gong B have 1o
be & box, becausn thal was aimply the most efficien way 1o work wailhen
i budding envelopn, Bul beceuse of the confluence of the nanow allys
and the lack of any views, | was renly confronled wilh ‘whal am | gong to
o with this large blank wall 7 etz recalis. W s st stuceo it ullimaboly
dongn't havwe much mecest. And wood in this aren & mpectical because
thern's & lof o mosiune, dry rot, medd, o lot of termites” Concrote panels
becauso there's no painting svobeod ord no loyes jo walerperool. And
Hastr wilcks, “Carn moutinedy usnd o hil b howse bicause ol s localion
on this nasreny Allinfwary, 80 s durabilty s a plus”

The 1i%-up concnete methodalogy & s most economical way to encloss
space on & lange scale. That's why @ 8 8o cbupsous lor warehousas,

"Btauie ol lhe conlicence of the nemos slleys snd T leck ol sy views, | was really
opnlmnted with ‘what am | going o oo with s leeges bissk wall 7" Hieis recelis Tilwe
eoneraln conabrucion offened el up 5+ B sl pracicsl golulion,
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Horlr s cossgn used Tounoen Samchethek W-up whelbd Concisls panals
thal ftaced each other along the longitudinal edges of the ste in order
B Croala i -|lh:||'|i|||lru;| L T e Elowpn AR A i.l'l.il'..llt"i] all-aba
and thon hauled in by Ineck; the emaning theoo wre pounsd on-sste and
then placed in posfion by connectng them fo the stnscieal stoel
T procass ook el jon howrs, "IV nol g0 muech a8 =il nesded
to be a byy volume—bed d's fascinaling that the buldng arves on a
bripck and & Assembled] says Heild "Thal has a kol o appeal 6 me as
BomaiFr VRS B POGUEGR A CBITN AmOuUn Ol SdeCEhon &
terme of nepramining ke way beldegs go fogethor. Tha boauty of a
panpeed Syiem m Bl you'ne ;||_-r.;;|l!:|. doeaipreg thi module, Thars's
a more honest siatemeni ol what ke matenal s ifroughoul and thai's
mipicially endent when you're talking about a stab of concrete. You'ne
vy Clnar aboo whal (P o o And o o ud much mong qQieckly
ard can be more economecal inoa lod of ways”

To prowica prvacy and queed fof o inPadeianls noa busting nesghbor
bogd, windows wore kopd 1o a minimum. An inbemad fen-lool courtyand
separEes the gangs busldng Irom e houso, Maursd g and senlile
ton enbor (ko house through the almost entinely glared front facade and

Harts's dewsgn consivled of foutsen nissnch-lhah Bl -ug condols patmls (g eEch
pitan piprs Thae lengeiudingl edgon. of Pa sfa, which copoed an clo=galed iHei
ipsce. Tra slruchune was anecled i jus] ton ko
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theousgh the double-hesght alresm af e houvse'™s cenber thal culminaios
1 &N operable skdiphl. Radian! heating in the concrote oo, pownsd
ihrough the nooficp aclar panels, allows the bhouse o mainben deal
mitenar lving condiions. with & minimum aequnsmant of outsde enongy.
The resull = a heghly indedualized howse that ubloes the materals ol
commencial of indusatnal pse The costs are kowored, fresing up funds for
fmighing and delals.

Hortz is not parficulady nferesiod in croabrg mass-peoduced housing.
Instead, he is cxcited by the potential of predabecalnd beidcdeng Bochragques
for custom peoprcis, He disagress with the prevailing porcoptions of the
low gualty and poor design of perfalbircsiion. The rmeal Bmitation, he
badiinving, “% that one has 1o apprecads tho assthoto. An g block has
a cedtan baauly 10 A4 and f was newver conscious or by design: d was
pure function. What | fnd quite banutdul & tha honoal atalemant of B
parls. For those wha are lookng for imegnty and an horest sintemend al
ConsAnsciion and maiofads-=eal, (Foee protsh will sysiers can offer that™
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