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Worker killed by SEPTA train identified
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EAST OAK LANE - November 5, 2009 (WPVI) -- A packed commuter train struck and killed a rail
worker during the morning rush Thursday, disrupting service for three hours and stranding
hundreds of riders on a system already crippled by a transit strike.
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The man has been identified as Kevin Sparks, 34, of Sharon Hill, Pa.

The train was inbound from the city's northern suburbs when it hit Sparks around 8:35 a.m.,
Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority spokesman Richard Maloney said. More
than 625 people on the train were stranded at the Melrose Park station as three of 13 regional
lines have had to be shut down.
Sparks, a rail inspector, was walking with a flagman on the northbound tracks when he was hit from behind by a southbound train,
Maloney said. The train was running on different tracks than normal because of equipment problems with another train.

Normally, when regional rail lines are shut down due to an accident, SEPTA buses arrive to take
passengers to their destinations, officials said. But that wasn't possible because the more than
5,000 bus, subway and trolley drivers are in the third day of a strike. Regional rail operators are
members of a different union and are not on strike.
The shutdown of three regional rail lines cut off much of the service to the northern suburbs and
forced hundreds of commuters to either wait until service was restored or find rides to their
destinations.
The accident had nothing to do with the increased volume of riders on regional rail due to the
transit strike, Maloney said. Service was expected to be completely back to normal for the
afternoon rush.
The accident is the second in two days on regional rail, which has seen a surge in ridership due
to the strike.
On Wednesday, a regional rail car caught fire as it headed downtown around 7 a.m., causing
delays and confusion. There were no serious injuries; SEPTA said neither accident was believed
to be strike related.
The Associated Press contributed to this report.
Follow Action News on Twitter
Get Action News on your website
Follow Action News on Facebook
Click here to get the latest Philadelphia news and headlines from across the Delaware and
Lehigh valleys.
(Copyright ©2012 WPVI-TV/DT. All Rights Reserved.)

Get more Traffic »
TAGS: traffic
Comment Now Email Print Report a typo

More From 6abc
Ashton Kutcher files for divorce from Demi Moore
Sugarhouse casino fined $15K over banned gamblers
Girl, 5 shoots herself in foot in Kensington
20-year-old charged for sex with Delco girl, 13
Singer Jenni Rivera confirmed dead in plane crash
Man in his 30s shot dead in Camden

From Around the Web
Prosecutors Charge 17-year-old Girl with Murder in
Botched Robbery Death (DNAinfo)
Stop Changing Your Oil (Edmunds)
Woman goes to buy iPhones from Apple store, gets
tasered by cop (Digital Trends)
Passengers and Planes Are Still at JFK, But No One Else
Is (Condé Nast Traveler)
6 Signs That You've Made It To Middle Class
(Investopedia)
Why You Should Cancel Your Cell Phone Contract (Daily
Finance)
[?]

12/22/2012 5:35 PM

2 of 2

http://abclocal.go.com/wpvi/story?section=resources/traffic&id=710201...

12/22/2012 5:35 PM

