
Citizens’ Groups Join with Labor to Form Nevada Rail Coalition 
On June 21st, Railroad Workers United (RWU) participated in the 
Founding of the Nevada Rail Coalition. Two dozen participants 
representing a dozen organizations were present to discuss how 
to move rail – both passenger and freight – forward in the Silver 
State. 
 

Given global, national and state developments in recent years, 
the organizers felt that the current moment is an opportune one 
for citizens to push for rail expansion all across the U.S., particu-
larly in Nevada. Like elsewhere, Nevadans are increasingly sub-
ject to crowded and crumbling highways, increasing motorist 
fatalities, traffic jams and delays, skyrocketing gas and insur-
ance prices, poor air quality and a lack of transportation options. 
Young people here, as elsewhere, are less interested in automo-
biles than were previous generations, and are increasingly look-
ing to bicycles, busses, trollies and trains in order to connect. 
 

In addition, given its geographic location adjacent to the world’s 
8th biggest economy – California – a vast amount of freight 
traverses the state going to and coming from the Golden State, 
the vast majority of which simply crosses the state in transit. 
Much of this through freight goes by truck, and there is reason 
to believe that a chunk of that could be routed via rail. In addi-
tion, very few carloads that originate/arrive in Nevada now go by 
rail, but currently travel in trucks, polluting the air, crowding both 
highways and city streets, and pummeling the state’s infrastruc-
ture. Add to this the concerns of climate change amidst massive 
wildfires, heatwaves, and ongoing drought, and the state is 
ready for a change in transportation policy. Enter the Nevada 
State Rail Plan. 
 

NV State Rail Plan 
 

Every four years, each state is required by federal law to submit 
a quadrennial “state rail plan.” Often this process is a bureau-
cratic formality, with subsequent “plans” being re-hashed over 
again, to sit on the shelf for the next four years. This time 
around, Nevada took a different approach. Against the backdrop 
of recent adoption of green legislation, whereby the state has 
set ambitious goals for reduction of fossil fuel usage and emis-
sions reductions, the State Department of Transportation 

(NDOT) commissioned a full-fledged study complete with citizen 
input from all quarters – the railroads, shippers, passengers, 
trackside citizens, environmental groups, neighborhood associa- 
tions and more. The result was the 2020 Nevada State Rail 
Plan totalling more than 300 pages, a progressive plan that 
envisions a dramatically beefed-up rail system in the state, one 
that better meets the needs of the people of Nevada in the 21st 
century. 
 

In addition to advocating for better freight service, the plan calls 
for additional Amtrak service, as well as local/regional rail 
transit. The Plan is a model of what various states can do with 
their own plans, a comprehensive study of the state’s existing 
rail infrastructure, potential expansion and development. With 
this as an immediate catalyst, Nevada citizens see a very real 
potential to organize around the Plan and move rail forward in 
the state. 
 

The Nevada Rail Coalition  

Labor was well represented at the founding meeting. RWU was 
represented by General Secretary Ron Kaminkow, joined by 
union officials from the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers & 
Trainmen (BLET) and the International Association of Sheet 
Metal, Air, Rail and Transportation Workers – Transportation 
Division (SMART-TD), the two unions of the operating crafts, out 

of both Las Vegas and Reno/Sparks. In addition, the local 
Teamsters President and the President of the Northern Nevada 
Central Labor Council were on hand. Passenger rail advocates 
from both Rail Passengers Association (RPA) and RailPAC of 
California/Nevada were present as well. Other groups 
represented included: the Sierra Club, Progressive Leadership 
Alliance of Nevada (PLAN); Mogul Neighborhood Association, 
Regional Transit Commission (RTC) of Southern Nevada; 
Strategic Rail Finance (SRF); Brightline West; and Solutionary 

Rail.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The participants brainstormed priorities and discussed ways to 
build the coalition. The group hopes to expand to include 
shippers’ associations, neighborhood groups, local Chambers-of
-Commerce, state and local agencies, tribal representatives, 
and others, in addition to the groups outlined above. According 
to RWU General Secretary Ron Kaminkow, “We are off to a fine 
start, with the prospects of building a powerful coalition to bring 
rail development to the state. In combination with the state’s 
progressive Rail Plan, this Coalition could serve as a model for 
other states to put rail on the agenda and begin the process of 
moving both people and freight off the highways and out of the 
air and back on the rails where it should be.” 

“...this Coalition could serve as a 
model for other states to put rail 
on the agenda and begin the pro-
cess of moving both people and 
freight off the highways and out 
of the air and back on the rails 
where it should be.” 

 

A significant amount of freight in and out of Nevada moves via trucks. 
The Nevada Rail Coalition advocates for investment in the railroad 
infrastructure in order to transport more of that freight via rail, as well 
as to improve passenger and commuter rail service. The active partici-
pation of labor, environmentalists, and the general public can serve 
as a model for other states and ultimately on a national level. 


