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city alive block party
The 2nd Annual CITY ALIVE (inner city block party) is scheduled
for Saturday, August 9, 2014!
It’s a free concert with free food that takes place in Washington
Park. We're excited to have back Christian hip hop artists J'Son
and This'l, as well as new artist Corey Paul, to engage and impact
our neighbors in Washington Park through music and the
proclamation of the gospel!
This event is lead by the kids in our community alongside a few
of their parents. Please join us in praying for this event, these
artists, our neighbors, and the advancement of the gospel.
Mark your calendars to attend! For more information or
volunteer opportunities please contact Nicole King via email:
nicole@cgmlife.org

CGM

after school program

help sponsor a summer camper
Common Ground Montgomery's Summer Camp (June 2 - July 25) is
a great opportunity for you to help us love our community and make
a big difference! Consider the benefits:
PHYSICAL: Children in the Summer Camp are kept off the streets
and away from destructive behavior to be loved on and invested in
during the eight-week program.
SPIRITUAL: Our staff will teach weekly Bible studies to help the
campers learn and live out the gospel. As part of our Summer
Resident Missionary Program, we have college students come to live
in the community as they lead small groups and mentor children in
the program. We also bring in Junior Interns who are high school
students who have participated in our After School Program. These
students work with the college interns and receive guided
leadership opportunities.
ACADEMIC: We have a focused academic program to help combat
academic deficiencies that many of our children have as a result of
our impoverished and neglected community.
SOCIAL: Not only do we bring in a diverse group of volunteers for
this camp, but also we take the campers outside the community so
that they experience others and learn how to biblically relate to
them as well.
Our goal is to have 100 1st-12th grade children in camp everyday
from 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM for eight weeks!
We can do all the above with God's blessing at $400 for each
camper. Will you prayerfully consider joining with us in
transforming Montgomery as we continue to develop the youth in
our community?
Contact Summer Williams if you would like to sponsor a camper.
email: summer@cgmlife.org • office phone: 334.598.5803

take them a meal!
It's that time again! Common Ground Montgomery is getting
ready for our Summer Internship! With that being said, we need
your help to feed 15 to 20 people from May 26 - July 20.
We have a sign up schedule online - visit
www.cgmlife.org/meal (it will redirect to our sign up on
www.TakeThemAMeal.com). Please make sure you check the
schedule to see what others decide to bring to avoid replication
if possible. Lunch drop off is 11:00 A.M. and dinner should be
dropped off by 5:30 P.M. at our main location. Feel free to eat and
hang out with our summer interns, staff, and staff families!
On Fridays and Saturdays, summer interns as well as staff are
free to come to your home and eat dinner if that is something
you would like to consider. If you want to have us over, please
make that known when you sign up! If you have any comments,
questions, or concerns, contact Chaquana Townsend at
email: chaquana@cgmlife.org • phone: 646.596.5183

just hanging out

Bryan Kelly

God has continued to give us amazing
gifts this past month. One of the gifts that
we continue to see the promise of the
Kingdom of God played out in is in the
midst of suffering. Paul of Tarsus says to
the believers gathered together in Rome,
"We rejoice in our sufferings, knowing
that suffering produces endurance, and
endurance produces character, and
character produces hope, and hope does
not put us to shame, because God’s love
has been poured into our hearts through

the promise of his presence in suffering
the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.”
He later tells the gathered church at Philippi, “It has been granted
to you… to suffer for Him (Jesus).”
One of the promises of the gospel is God’s presence with us in
suffering, but another is actually the suffering itself. This is bigger
than my mind and my ability to fully articulate, but like many things
in my faith and in scripture, I accept it, fully trusting my Maker.
This last month I have sat with adults and kids alike and heard
some of the most devastating stories I have ever heard. I have heard
stories of severe physical abuse to children by those who were
supposed to protect them and nurture them. I have heard
caretakers tell stories of kids they have graciously taken into their
homes whom have constant nightmares due to deep loss and abuse.
I have heard stories of childhood rape, forced abortions, deep
betrayal, fathers and siblings murdered. I sat in bible study with 40
elementary school kids where they vulnerably shared that they
would ask God to bring back murdered siblings and parents, or have
a father for once in their lives if they could have God do anything on
their behalf. I talk with adults who love the Lord, but now wonder
what to do with a lifetime of trauma and unhealed places - places
that affect how they react to stress and tough situations they now
face.
This is where we live, work, and get to participate in the gift.
To enter into the stories of others and sit and walk with them is

one of the gifts of the Gospel of the Kingdom of God. To actually
find a place of refuge and connection over weakness and pain in
allowing others to tell their stories is one of the most important
things we can do as the people of God.
I have found that my own unhealed places and pain is the place
that God keeps showing up. He has healed me of many things, and
yet, many others are still raw. These places allow me to weep with
others in their pain. It seems to be an incredible place to encounter
God - together.
God continues to grant me great hope as He allows us to sense
together His presence more and more in the midst of severe pain,
confusion, and disillusionment. Right in the middle of all the
carnage, He reveals His great love and compassion. We continue to
learn that we don’t have to fix anybody, to defend God’s actions, or
to come up with shallow one-liners for people while they feel like
they are going under. We simply sit with them, acknowledge
through many tears together how bad things are sometimes, and
trust God with them for help. He can be trusted. His presence, in the
midst of all of it, is the most important gift. Getting Him and having
intimacy with Him is the experience that He offers. That’s what I
believe is our greatest impact. We get to be conduits for not only
the message, but the experience of closeness to God who is with the
brokenhearted.
Thank you for partnering with us. There are many beautiful
stories of redemption being played out right in front of our eyes,
and God is using you and us as instruments!
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