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kevin king
We have officially kicked off the Mentoring Program and have started
making mentor matches!
The last three months have been pretty busy around CGM. I’ve had
several interest meetings with potential mentors and some have
committed by attending training meetings and gone through necessary
background checks, etc.
Many of our youth are getting really excited about the reality of actually
having another person involved in their life investing time with them. One
of the reasons they are excited is because they aren’t obligated to share
time with any other student in the After School Program. Mentors are
also excited about not focusing on integrating into a programmatic
structure where they are focusing on multiple students, but instead
focusing on just one student.
I used to say that the Kingdom of God is much bigger than changing the
trajectory of just one child so we should trust God and expect more
hearts and lives to be transformed. These days I still would make this
statement, but I understand that for the adult who is a mentor, this
statement is foundational since the area of focus is that individual child.
Being a part of CGM's Mentor Program is an opportunity for Godly
adults with teachable hearts, and a willingness to grow and serve, to
impact just one child in a long-term capacity. We have many children in
our community who are in need of this kind of relationship. Please
continue to pray for our youth and pray for us as a staff as we seek men
and women to assist in mentoring these little images of God in our
community.
If you are interested in learning more about mentoring please email me
at kevin@cgm.life or visit us online.

The culmination of this year’s Purity Study took
place downtown at The Warehouse. Led by
Nicole King, and with the help of many volunteers,
both the study and the Purity Ball were a success.

4th

annual purity ball

take them a meal!
Every summer we have college students and young professionals that
commit to spend 9 weeks in our community and help run the Summer
Camp; from academics to swimming or paintball to bible studies and
small discipleship groups. And every summer we find people to help
feed them!
If you would like to help out, we have set up a sign-up sheet on Take
Them A Meal's website, and we would be very grateful (and so would our
interns) if you would sign up to take them a meal!
We need meals for lunch and dinner from Monday, May 25, 2015, to
Sunday, July 19, 2015. All food should be dropped off at CGM's main
building. For lunch, please drop off the food no later than 11:00 a.m., and
for dinner, please drop it off by 5:30 p.m. Please call or text (staffer
Chaquana Townsend is in charge) before you arrive, so we can greet you
at the door and help with bringing the food inside.
We need meals for 25-30 people which include interns, some staff,
and occasionally some staff families. Since we try to plan events away
from the building on Saturday nights, we would love to travel to your
home to eat if you would like to host us, and even talk a little about
yourself.
As a consideration, please check the meal site before you prepare a
lunch or dinner to prevent duplication (and healthy meals are always
appreciated).

to help visit cgm.life/meals

summer camp supplies
If you would like to help out by donating some supplies for our
Summer Camp, here’s a list of our current needs:

• Watercolor paper
• Watercolor sets with brush
• Variety of board games for all ages (1st grade
through 8th grade)
• Colored pencils
• Chalk (both white and variety of colors) ***Not
sidewalk chalk
• Tissue paper
• Construction paper
If you have any questions about the Summer Camp, please contact
Leslie Cowell at leslie@cgm.life or by using our contact form online at:

www.cgm.life/contact

Our high school students meet over
with Urban SEED Xchange and YES
Montgomery in the afternoons.

after school program

"Therefore we do not lose heart. Though
outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly
we are being renewed day by day. For our light
and momentary troubles are achieving for us
an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So
we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on
what is unseen, since what is seen is
temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.
(2 Corinthians 4:16-18 NIV)
Bearing up under the afflictions of the
weight of life, as many of us know it, is
impossible. After a recent murder-suicide in
our community hit us hard, a current board

bryan kelly
uns us t ai n a b le a n d in sufficien t

member and life-long westside resident looked at all of us around the
table and said: "So many of us are living unsustainable lives... And the
religious offerings of our city are insufficient to do anything about it."
"Unsustainable..."
"Insufficient..."
I have thought a lot about those words. I hear a lot of people say things
like, "God will never give you more than you can bear." I have seen too
much to believe that. Nobody is strong enough to bear up under some
of the early childhood traumas, current painful realities, and
self-protecting patterns that many in our communities are living in.
Unsustainable... Insufficient...
They mean well when they say such things but I do not think that it is
true. The over-applied reference is concerning temptation and a way of
escape, not the overwhelming burdens of trying to handle life in this
place completely in our own strength. The very nature of grace, and us
living as "jars of clay" means that I can't do anything on my own.
It's all too much.
Being crushed before God, whether through a catastrophic trauma, or
through an on-going bout of poverty, oppression, betrayal, sickness, or
depression sets us back in a clear and right relationship to power. We
have none. Any thought that we have power is an illusion at best. Any
power or influence or ability that we have in this life is granted and not
ours, as if we are strong from within. Everybody runs out.
Unsustainable... Insufficient...
Paul says that we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this

continued on next page...

surpassing power belongs to God and not to us.
The board member referenced above was pointing out that the
trajectories, survival mentality, shortsightedness, and selfish attempts to
cope and make it through life will not get us where we want to go.
Whether we are overtaken and our actions lead to the death of others
and/or our own death or not, all of us have to face up to the fact that our
efforts are, in fact, "unsustainable and insufficient."
This is true whether you live in a distressed community or not. Jesus
and others in the bible talk about those with resources and relative power
finding themselves "losing it all" and “ending in destruction" also.
In pointing out the "insufficient" religious offerings in our city, he was
speaking of how blurry and confusing religious attempts at Christianity
and other man-made, rules-driven, religions can be. It is very possible to
attend religious services, claim a pastor, speak very thickly accented
Christian-speak, and yet completely miss being connected to a Jesus who
matters in our deepest brokenness, our separation from God, and in the
mess of our lives.
He was pointing to the reality that only Jesus can bring any real power,
sustainability, change, hope - Grace - to places in us and around us where
we need Him, and it most.
This is where we find ourselves at Common Ground Montgomery. Our
families, the kids in our programs, and the adults in our community can
only find real hope for longterm change by encountering Jesus in the
places of brokenness in our/their own lives, families, and neighborhood.
He really is the only one who can gift His own presence to hurting people,
bring real power for change and transformation, and grant faith and hope
to look above and past so much current pain to what is incomparably
better now and, especially, yet to come.
We continue to present Jesus to one another and simply be present to
and with people. It is there that He continues to show up. Thank you for
helping us be in position to do life with some amazing people in our
community.
God's greatest gift is Himself. Our greatest gift is to be present in the
lives of others as instruments of God's love, truth, and grace. Your
partnership in prayer and support is needed and fruitful.
Psalm 34:3,
Bryan Kelly

