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2016 by the numbers
70

elementary school students in the ASP

high school students in the ASP
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number of gifts received

donations
number of grants received

volunteer hours logged
volunteers for the year
year-round volunteers

2,752
255
41

the mercy house (part of our community relations program)

1500

number of food boxes sent out

5
200

number of families served each
week through MPS Backpack
Program
number of Thanksgiving meals
given out

100

13
14

number of Christmas meals
given out

22
students
enrolled
in Pre-K

number of people
using our counseling
service

new mentors

9

new mentor matches

45

total mentors
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cgm pre-k

summer camp sponsorships
Every year CGM hosts a summer camp for 8 weeks. We have 150
children in our program for 7 hours a day. The camp is packed
full of fun activities and events, and something that our children
look forward to all year long. During their time with us, we also
focus on academic, emotional, and spiritual growth.
We budget $400 per child in our camp for grades 1st - 8th. The
high school students are budgeted at $500 per child because
they go on college tours and mission trips.
Here is a breakdown of what a $400 sponsorship will provide.
$150 - a week long visit to a camp outside of the neighborhood
$70 - 7 Fun Friday adventures @ $10 each (skating rink,
swimming, bowling, etc)
$50 - specialized instructors
$40 - food and snacks for 8 weeks (this # is low thanks to the
support of the YMCA and Montgomery Area Food Bank)
$30 - provides gas needed to go on field trips and mission trips
$25 - a day trip to the McWane Science Center in Birmingham
$25 - provides electricity and air conditioning to our classrooms
$10 - art and educational supplies
Please take a moment and try to remember the best summer of
your life. Would you please consider giving one of our children or
teenagers what might be the best summer of their lives?
Visit www.cgm.life/donate and specify Summer Camp under
Fund when you donate.
Thank you for your continued support of this ministry!
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after school program

chariTEE
Support our ministry and receive one of our newly designed
t-shirts! CGM has 4 new t-shirt designs to chose from. Follow these
easy steps to get yours.
• go to www.cgm.life/donation
• enter your info and chose recurring gift on a monthly basis
(minimum of $25 a month)
• specify which design you want and your size
• sit back and feel good about deciding to support CGM
Please email Summer Williams at summer@cgmlife.org if you
have any questions about your monthly donation.

I was reminded this week about a
conversation I had 11 years ago with
another urban minister who lived and
worked in the heart of one of Philadelphia's
most impoverished and high crime
neighborhoods. As I walked with him
through his community, I began to wonder
if, by comparison, my impending move into
Washington Park was "enough". His
neighborhood was overwhelming to see
and feel. The sprawl of concrete jungle and
blight, the consistency of violence and
crime, and the vast numbers of homeless

bryan kelly

“I just want to see God”
folks and fatherless kids wondering the streets was difficult to
comprehend and behold.
It made me wonder if I should reconsider the location of my focus
to something more extreme. He looked at me and said: "If we all had
to go to the places of most severe poverty we would all have to
move to Calcutta. God is not leading all of us to do that, but rather
leading us to seek Him on what the next step of faith He is calling
each of us to."
That really resonated with me. The comparison game never comes
from or leads to faith. God, very clearly, led Delta and me to the
community that we now live in and serve. It was the next step of faith
for us. We didn't make it up. He led. Anyone who has ever heard our
story knows that Delta made a declaration 12 years ago upon
considering a personal, family, and ministry life of moving into a
distressed community and accepting the realities of living in the
middle of it.
"I just want to see God".
She knew that God would meet us and others in the places of
deep brokenness and trust. In our own brokenness and in walking
with others in theirs, we would see Him. She realized that to the extent
that she was willing to take the risks God was leading her to consider,
He would go out ahead and meet us there. Not only that, but He
could handle it. All of it. And, experience of His presence has always

continued on next page...

been His promise in the places of real and perceived need.
She also didn't want the alternative. What might she miss if she chose
a life of material and personal distraction?
A new friend spoke to our staff team recently and explained a new
service and ministry he has created to impact the kingdom of God
through connecting people to local non-profits. At a great personal
cost of resources and time, he has spent years making a platform that
could save groups like us tens of thousands of dollars, but could help
unleash, with amazing efficiency and elimination of waste, all kinds of
volunteer hours, physical donations, and financial donations. And all
this for free to non-profits. His comment:
"I have realized that I now have an access to joy that I never
experienced before."
This fruit of the Spirit seemed to come for him as he listened to God,
and leveraged his next step of faith on behalf of others instead of
compiling more for himself and his family. God met him there. It is
incomparable.
He told our staff team that he recognized the reality of personal and
social capital and privilege he had grown up with in addition to the
hard work and education he pursued.
"To whom much is given, much is required." Luke 12:48
He realized as a young man that God had positioned him well to
serve others and see God. The result: intimacy and joy.
One of the gifts that we get at CGM is the way we are positioned to
see so many volunteers, donors, visiting teams, board members,
mentors, and others seek to consider how their lives will have lasting
impact. They are finding mutual transformation as they take God-led
steps of faith toward love and service of others in participation of His
story. The beautiful economy of the Kingdom of God is that, while none
of us will ever work to achieve any merit or love from God, He promises
to fill us and take care of us with compounding interest!
What we sacrifice, he sees as investments: "No one who has given
up... will fail to receive 100 times as much in this life and the one to
come (Mark 10:29)." Whatever all that means, I am sure that He sees
and blesses this life.
Thank you for partnering with us in this mission and ministry. God is
doing more in all of us, together, than we could ever realize.
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