
ALGOMA PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Minutes of July 20, 2015 Meeting 

 

President Ann Schoenborn called the July 20, 2015 meeting of the Algoma Public Library Board 

of Trustees to order at 4 PM.  Present:  Diana McAninch, Carolyn Wolske, Jim Barlow, Pat 

Cichon, Nancy Kratz and Julia Lasecki    

 

Also Present: Director Rita Schiesser and Melissa Scheck 

 

Public Comment 

There was no public comment. 

 

Motion by Barlow second by Cichon to approve the July 2015 agenda.  All yes Motion Carried. 

 

Motion by Lasecki, second by McAninch to approve the June 2015 minutes. All yes  Motion 

Carried 

 

Motion by Kratz, second by Wolske to approve payment of bills All yes Motion Carried 

 

Directors Report 

Statistics:   
People:   

3,833 people visits to the library in June 2015 

Daily average: 147 

 

Circulation:   

5,815 items circulated in June 2015 

Daily average: 224 

 

Internet statistics: 573  internet sessions (460 hours) 

Wireless Use: 463 wireless uses (50 per day) 

 

Donations 
Memorial donations were received for Joan Young and Madeline Neinas. 

A donation was received by Doak and Karen Baker. 

The Algoma Library Friends donated funds to purchase a TV to be used for programming for all 

ages.  

 

Library Issues  
Library intern, Melissa Scheck, told of the duties she is learning and is pleased to be involved 

with the library. 

 

 Summer library programs:  Ebert Farms presented a program to 91 children and adults about 

farming.  Children were able to see a newborn calf.  57 children learned about reading assistance 

dog, Trooper, from his trainer, Pam Gram; the Ghostbusters were a great hit.  46 children enjoyed 

playing games and trying out ghostbusting equipment.  Trooper Kevin and drug dog Emma 

taught children about the dangers of drugs; Virginia Feld Johnson presented an interesting session 

for all ages about the Peshtigo Fire.  

 

The newspaper digitization project is progressing.  Board members were given a quote from 

Northern Micrographics.  



Pam Johnson is being trained in researching and documenting new items that require a unique 

record in the catalog using the OWLSNet cataloging tool.  Pam is also working on changing 

location and collection codes for the young adult collection.  

 

Library staff are busy weeding various collections before the book sale in August.  

 

Katie Haasch is working with volunteers to relabel dvds from number classification to title 

classification.  

 

Schiesser presented the 2016 library budget to the board for discussion and approval.  

. 

Programs 

There were 28 programs in June (5 for adults, 11 for families and 12 for children) with a total 

attendance of 359. 

 

Other Issues 

Digitization project:  Quote to digitize the 1924 – 1945 newspapers was distributed to board 

members. Donor would like to complete the project from 1924 through the 1959-1960 reel with 

board approval.   

Moved by McAninch, second by Kratz to approve digitizing 1924 – 1960 newspaper reels, within 

donation amount. 

 

Haasch donated a tv stand for library use. 

 

As per the tree committee minutes, a tree will be replanted on the library lawn. 

 

Election of Officers 

Moved by Barlow to keep the present slate of officers, with Julia Lasecki replacing Carolyn 

Wolske as secretary.  Second by McAninch All yes, motion carried.  

Officers are:  President, Ann Schoenborn; Vice President, Nancy Kratz; Secretary, Julia Lasecki.  

 

Mark Merrifield, Director of the Nicolet Federated Library System, will attend the August 

meeting.  

 

Barlow moved, second by Kratz to move to closed session pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes 19.85 

1c to discuss employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any 

public employee under the jurisdiction of the particular government body and regarding the 2016 

library budget. 4:20 pm 

 

Motion by Barlow, second by McAninch to reconvene to open session. 4:45 pm  All yes motion 

carried 

 

Discussion of 2016 library budget.  Moved by Barlow, second by Lasecki to approve the 2016 

library budget.  All yes, motion carried. 

 

Algoma Library Friends 

Cichon reported the library Friends have offered to cover new books as a volunteer project.   

Cichon encouraged support for the library book sale on Friday, August 14. 

 

Moved by McAninch, second by Kratz to adjourn.  All yes, motion carried 4:50 pm 

Carolyn Wolske, Secretary  


