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City of Algoma

Board of Review Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, June 10, 2015, at 10:00 A.M.  

The Board of Review for the City of Algoma was called to order in City Hall at 10:00 a.m. by Jeff Wiswell, Administrator – Clerk – Treasurer.

Present at roll call: Gary Hemm, Earl Krueger, John Ortlieb, William Schinderle, James Wehausen, and Jeff Wiswell.    Assessor Michael Muelver was also present.

It was noted that the meeting is in compliance with the open meeting law.

A motion was made by Schinderle, and seconded by Krueger, to approve the agenda for the meeting.    Motion passed.

A motion was made to approve the minutes of the June 4, 2014, and June 3, 2015 Board of Review meetings by Wehausen, and seconded by Hemm.    Motion passed.
The Clerk read the May 18, 2015 public notice announcing the Board of Review.    This notice was posted on bulletin boards in the City Hall, Library, and Utility office, and was also published in the Green Bay Press Gazette.
The Clerk then led a discussion about the Board of Review and procedural requirements to be used for those appearing before the board.    The clerk discussed the law and how it deals with late file objection requests that may be received during this meeting.    Section 3 of the Official Notice for the June 10, 2015, meeting of the Board of Review states that “The board of review may not hear an objection to the amount or valuation of property unless, at least 48 hours before the board's first scheduled meeting, the objector provides to the board's clerk written or oral notice of an intent to file an objection, except that upon a showing of good cause and the submission of a written objection, the board shall waive that requirement during the first 2 hours of the board's first scheduled meeting, and the board may waive that requirement up to the end of the 5th day of the session or up to the end of the final day of the session if the session is less than 5 days with proof of extraordinary circumstances for failure to meet the 48-hour notice requirement and failure to appear before the board of review during the first 2 hours of the first scheduled meeting.” 

The Clerk also reminded each member of the body that they should make any required disclosures or recusals under the Ethics Code as might be needed.

The Clerk referenced up to date Training Affidavits that are on file in the Clerk’s office for the following members of the Board of Review for the City of Algoma: Gary Hemm, John Ortlieb, William Schinderle, James Wehausen, and Jeff Wiswell.    A motion was made by Ortlieb, and seconded by Hemm, to accept the Training Affidavits that are on file in the Clerk’s office as valid.    Motion passed.

Finally, the Clerk called for nominations for a member of the Board to serve as chair for the meeting.    Krueger moved, seconded by Schinderle, to elect John Ortlieb to serve as chair for the meeting.    The nominations were closed and a unanimous ballot was cast to elect John Ortlieb to serve as chair.
Michael Muelver presented his Assessor's Report to the board.    Mr. Muelver stated that an Open Book session was conducted at Algoma City Hall on June 3, 2015, from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 PM.    At that time he made an Assessor's Amendment that is now noted in the January 1, 2015 Assessment Roll.    
He also provided the board with a “Notice of Amended Assessment at Open Book and Waiver of Amended Assessment Notification” as signed by Dale Bomski.

He also noted that he made an Assessor’s Correction of Error for Parcel No. 201-330-0340 which is owned by John Dalman of City of Cincinnati, Ohio.    The Assessor was previously unable to view the inside of the property, but has now done so and made an adjustment.    Hemm moved, seconded by Schinderle, to acknowledge the Assessor’s Correction of Error for this Parcel.
He then presented the January 1, 2015 Assessment Roll and provided the board with his Assessor's Affidavit.    Krueger moved, seconded by Ortlieb, to receive the January 1, 2015 Assessment Roll and Assessor's Affidavit as provided to the board.    

The Board then considered an objection by Kevin Kleinert to the 2015 valuation of a property located on Lake St., in Algoma (Parcel No. 31-201- MPC EL; Computer No. 201-00219-0210).

FINDINGS OF FACT, DETERMINATIONS, AND DECISION
A. Property Identification and Findings of Fact:

1. Property Owner and location:

Kevin Kleinert appeared before the Board to object to the 2015 valuation of property that his Maritime Pointe, LLC, owns and that is located on Lake St., in Algoma (Parcel No. 31-201- MPC EL; Computer No. 201-00219-0210).    
2. Property Value:

The property consists of vacant land.    This land is valued at $205,600.00, with a Fair Market Value of $207,300.00.

3. Notification:

The Clerk reported for the record that Mr. Kleinert notified the Clerk of his intent to file an appeal at least 48 hours prior to the BOR’s first scheduled meeting.    The Assessor was also notified of this appeal in a timely manner.
4. All Board members were present:

5. Counsel was not present for the Board, or for the property owner.

B. Testimony:

1. Appearances:

The following people were sworn in as witnesses by the Board of Review,

Kevin Kleinert, Property Owner, and Michael Muelver Assessor.

2. Sworn testimony by the Property owner.

The property owner stated in his written Objection Form for Real Property Assessment that in his opinion the land is actually worth $70,000.00.    He stated that he placed the land up for sale after the recession began at figure of $70,000.00, but was unable to procure a buyer for the property after two years.    While, the property owner did not testify to a recent sale of the subject property, or to recent sales of comparable properties, he testified that his bank commissioned and appraisal of the property, and arrived at a value of $48,000.00.    Neither the appraiser, nor a representative of the bank was present to testify on behalf of the property owner’s claims. 

3. Sworn testimony by the Assessor

Assessor Muelver began his testimony by stating his qualifications as an assessor.    He then reviewed his findings related to the subject property.    First, this property is adjacent to and was planned to be part of an “expanding condominium,” that is also located in a tax incremental district (TID 2).   The Maritime Pointe Condominium was originally planned to include 4 buildings with 4 three bedroom units in each building.    
C. Determinations:

1. The Assessor’s estimated level of assessment of the municipality has been determined to be 97%.

2. The Board finds that recent sales of property in The Maritime Pointe Condominium support the Assessor’s valuation.

D. Decision:

Exercising its judgement and discretion, pursuant to Sec. 70.47(9)(a) of Wis. Statutes, the Board of Review by majority and roll call vote hereby determines that:
1. The Assessor’s valuation is correct; and
2. The Assessor presented evidence of the fair market value of the subject property using assessment methods which conform to the statutory requirements and which are outlined in the Wisconsin Property Assessment Manual; and
3. The Assessor presented evidence of the proper classification of the subject property using assessment methods which conform to the statutory requirements and which are outlined in the Wisconsin Property Assessment Manual; and

4. The proper fractional assessments were applied to the undeveloped land; and

5. The property owner did not present sufficient evidence to rebut the presumption of correctness granted by law to the Assessor; and 

6. That the Assessor’s valuation is reasonable in light of all relevant evidence; and

7. Sustains the same valuation as set by the Assessor.

A motion was made by Ortlieb, and seconded by Hemm, to approve the Findings of Fact, Determinations, and Decision in the matter of Kevin Kleinert v. the Board of Review for the City of Algoma, Wisconsin.    The motion passed on a roll call with all members present, and voting aye.

Upon completing its consideration of the Kleinert objection to the 2015 valuation of a property located on Lake St., the Board then reviewed the 2015 Assessment Roll and Assessor's Report.

A motion was made to adjourn at 12:09 a.m. by Krueger, and seconded by Schinderle.    The motion carried, and the Board stood adjourned until further notice.

1 | Page

