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Our Classes
The Gan offers many part-day and part-week
programs, as well as full-week and full-day options.

About the Gan
Each school year, Adas Israel Congregation’s Gan HaYeled engages
and inspires children ages 18 months to five years old through its
nationally recognized early childhood education program. Visitors
to our classrooms will find children busy building towers, painting
at easels, riding bikes, engaging in scientific inquiry, reading books,
preparing snacks, as well as sharing holiday traditions and Shabbat.

Known for our strong community of students, parents, and faculty, the Gan
is the perfect place for children to learn, grow, and have fun! Traditional
school year classes at the Gan are offered as morning-only (three hours) or
mornings and afternoons (six hours), and 12 month classes are offered for
the full day (ten hours). Classrooms are primarily configured by age but
also take into account gender and developmental needs.

Mornings: 8:50am - 11:50am
Afternoons: 11:50am - 2:50pm
Full Day: 8am - 6pm*
Early Bird: 8am - 8:50am
Lunch Bunch: 11:50am - 2:50pm
*Fridays: 8am - 5pm

9 - 18 Months
Parent/caregiver drop-in playgroup:
one morning a week (thurs)
Sing ‘N Play: library time for our
littlest community members (th)

18 Months
Parent/caregiver & toddler class:
one morning a week (m/w/f)

Gan HaYeled, which means “Garden of the Child,” was founded in
1972. Our warm and nurturing environment helps children develop
self-confidence and independence, along with fundamental
language and social skills that will serve them well later in school
and in life. Come see what makes the Gan such a special place!
The Gan boasts a vibrant and active parent community which is
unmatched when it comes to spirit, dedication, and creativity. We
welcome our parents and other family members to participate in
and enrich our programs. Share a hobby, chaperone field trips, join
us Fridays for Shabbat Sing, and get involved with our enthusiastic
and energetic Gan Parents Association (GPA). The GPA runs
programs each school year that include social gatherings, social
action and community outreach events, as well as activities to
celebrate Jewish holidays. We want our parents to have fun too!

Schedule

2 Years

Sweet Summertime Camp
Summertime at Adas Israel’s Gan HaYeled is about making friends,
actively learning, and participating in Jewish traditions. Many first-time
Gan students enroll in the Sweet Summertime Camp to become familiar
with the school and ease transitions at the beginning of the school year*.
Returning students enjoy the opportunity to spend more time with the
teachers and friends they have grown to love.
The Gan offers its enrolled students four consecutive two-week programs
at its Sweet Summertime Camp, which is open from mid-June through
mid-August. Registration begins in February.
* Children must be 2 1/2 years old to enroll in Sweet Summertime Camp.

2 day: t/th mornings
3 day: m/w/f mornings
5 day: m-f mornings
2 day: t/th mornings, Jan-Jun
(for children turning 2 by January)
Full day

3, 4 & 5 Years
3 day: m/w/f mornings
(3 year olds only)
5 day: m-f mornings
5+2: m-f mornings
with w/th afternoons
5+3: m-f mornings
with t/w/th afternoons
5+5: m-f mornings
with m/t/w/th/f afternoons
Full day

Social-Emotional Skills

On the Cutting Edge
Our curriculum reflects the latest research in child brain
development and the associated best-practices in early childhood
education. This means we use a child-directed, play-based,
developmentally appropriate emergent curriculum which allows
all of our children, including those with special needs, to learn
and grow at their own pace and thrive in their own way. Children
are encouraged and assisted to become independent, competent
guides of their own learning. Through hands-on experiences,
our students flourish as they explore the world around them.
Students develop and expand their cognitive, social and physical
skills through art, make-believe play, science, cooking, literature,
music and, of course, interacting with one another. Our program,
which offers small classes and an excellent student-to-teacher
ratio, is enhanced by resource teachers in music, STEAM*, creative
movement and Jewish education.
*Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Math

A Jewish Experience
Joyous celebrations of Jewish holidays foster a deep feeling of
pride in Jewish heritage as the children participate in traditional
rituals and invent their own new customs. Jewish values and
mitzvot, such as chesed (kindness to others), bal tashchit (caring
for the environment), hachnasat orchim (hospitality) and tzedakah
(justice, giving to others less fortunate) are also woven into our
curriculum.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Blocks: working as a group, negotiation, personal self-control
Dramatic Play: taking turns, collaborating on projects, flexibility, responsibility, respect for materials
Classroom Routine: patience
Puzzles: perseverance
Outdoor Play: cooperation, following directions, sharing, coping
Art: sharing, being a good friend, non-verbal self-expression, flexibility
Reading (self- or teacher-guided): respect for property, cultivating attention, self-soothing, self-direction,
positive interactions with adults
• Friends Building Together: communication and compromise
• Celebrating Birthdays: care and appreciation

Language & Literacy

• Reading and writing occur throughout the entire curriculum
• Science: write predictions, data analysis, vocabulary
• Blocks: writing to inform (creating signage), reading for information/research, vocabulary, recording
theories and observations, telling stories, sequencing
• Dramatic Play: reenacting stories, comprehension, reading for meaning, vocabulary
• Art: reinforce letters, reflection, storytelling, vocabulary, self-expression
• Sensory: sequencing, conversation skills
• Games: letter/word/number recognition, symbology, sequencing, following directions, conversation

Motor Skills
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sensory Table: broadens tactile exploration
Blocks: using large and small muscle groups, moving one’s body through space, motor planning
Art: improves grasp pattern, strengthens drawing and pre-writing skills, supports hand preference
Dramatic Play (dress up): improves hand and finger strength
Playground: body awareness and control, core strength, motor planning and sequencing
Games: sequencing, motor planning, fine motor, hand-eye coordination
Climbing Ladder: experience gravity

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Love and personal connection to Judaism/Jewish practice
Blocks: representing Jewish community structures, representing ritual items
Weekly Shabbat Sing: ritual, group dynamics
Dramatic Play: practice rituals, Judaic careers
Art: make ritual objects Hiddur Mitzvah (beautifying ritual)
Music: practice prayers, traditional songs
Cooking: explore cultural food
Outdoor Play: Bal Taschit (using resources wisely)
Classroom Routines: brachot (blessings), rituals
Experiential Learning: hands-on engagement with Jewish rituals and holidays

Judaics

STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Math)

• Blocks/Construction: one to one correspondence, operation sense, computation, developing theories
about balance, exploring simple machines, architectural design, structural engineering, planning
• Art: geometry, symmetry, symbolic thinking, patterns, estimation
• Dramatic Play: number sense, money, time
• Music: properties of sound, properties and design of instruments
• Outdoor Play: properties of matter, life sciences, geology, taxonomy, simple machines, physics
• Classroom Routine: one-to-one correspondence (handing out cups, napkins); numeration
• Writing: symbology, sorting, properties of matter, biology, astronomy
• Baking: math, literacy, chemistry
• Pretend Play: Symbolic learning

Registration
Registration for the 2017-2018 school year begins in January. Applications must be filled out online, except for
applicable medical forms. Deposit payments must be received in the office before applications will be processed. All
applications will be processed on the appropriate date for each category. You may submit your application before the
date specified for your category and it will be held and processed on the designated date.

PRIORITY REGISTRATION
Adas Israel Members
Current Students & Their Siblings
Beginning January 3

Beginning January 9

OPEN REGISTRATION
All Applicants
Beginning January 17
(first-come, first-served)

Registration Requirements:
1.

To register for the 2017-2018 school year,* please complete the online application form, and submit payment for $300 online
or via check to the Gan office. (This payment includes a $50 non-refundable registration fee and an advance tuition payment
of $250.) Checks should be made out to Adas Israel Congregation.

2.

Once you are notified of acceptance, you will have two weeks from the date of notification to accept your position and make
an additional $1000 non-refundable deposit. You may also withdraw your application – in writing –and request a refund of
the $250 advance tuition deposit within two weeks of notification. No deposits will be refunded after two weeks. If a spot is
not accepted within two weeks of notification, the space may be offered to other applicants. If Gan HaYeled is unable to offer
your child admission, we will return the advance tuition deposit of $250.

3.

On July 1, 2017, the remaining balance is to be paid in full. Withdrawals after July 1 require 90 days notice. For the January 2’s
class, payment is due December 1. Tuition payment plans may be arranged through the Adas Israel business office.

Tuition Schedule 2016-2017*
PROGRAM
Jan. Twos (Mornings)
Two Mornings
Three Mornings
Five Mornings
Five Mornings + Two
Afternoons (W, Th)
Five Mornings + Three
Afternoons (T-Th)
Five Mornings + Five
Afternoons (M-F)**
Full Days 2’s
Full Day 3’s/4’s

ADAS ISRAEL MEMBER MEMBER OF ANOTHER
SYNAGOGUE
$2,340
$2,925
$3,755
$4,800
$5,435
$7,100
$7,300
$9,150
$9,470
$11,600

$3,280
$5,260
$7,610
$10,400
$12,310

$10,990

$13,200

$14,280

$12,810

$15,100

$16,650

$20,710
$18,940

$23,300
$21,500

$23,820
$22,000

*For currently enrolled students, payments for Gan tuition and/or Adas Israel membership dues must be up to date in order for the new application to be processed.

Extended Day Program* (traditional school year)
PROGRAM EARLY BIRD LUNCH BUNCH
Mondays
$290
$725
Tuesdays
$310
$775
Wednesdays $350
$875
Thursdays
$330
$875
Fridays
$350
$875
Fees reflect the number of days in the school year.

OTHER APPLICANTS

*Please note: tuitions listed are for the 2016-2017 school
year. Fees are expected to increase and will be set by June
15, 2017, for the following year. Tuition payment plans
may be arranged through the Adas Israel business office.
**Due to staff meetings, there is NO afternoon class on the
first Monday of each month for 5+5 class. Dismissal is at
11:50 a.m.
Traditional School Year (10 month)
12 month

Holistic family
engagement.

Diversity, including sexual/gender
identity, developmental needs,
family make-up, race,
socio-economic & religious
background.

A high-quality program that
reflects excellence and best
practices in early childhood
education.

Jewish atmosphere that is
warm, loving, and joyous.

Adas Israel
Early Childhood
Core Values
ADAS ISRAEL
Congregation

The Gan and early childhood program is
an integral component of Adas
Israel with connections through
all ages and life-stages.

Learning is done through
Jewish content and character
development.

A values-driven Jewish community
guided by the Jewish calendar
and tradition with respect for
individual practice.

Adas Israel’s early childhood
program, including the
preschool, is financially
sustainable.

