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This month I want to talk to you about the future. As you will be reading this in January, I thought it would be fun 
to look ahead and try to predict what the coming year will bring in the world of computers. 

Firstly, let’s look at Apple. If they stick to their normal schedule we can expect an updated iPhone around August, 
and the second generation iPad in perhaps April or May. I’m not entirely sure what’s in store for the new iPhone, 
but it’ll probably involve a few tweaks in the design to cure its perceived reception issues. The iPad, however, will 
have a more radical revamp. Top of the list has to be a front facing camera for FaceTime calls, and maybe a rear 
facing one as well. I would also expect a new screen with higher resolution, and maybe some extra memory. I 
would also imagine iOS5 will be available midway through the year for both devices. As far as computers go, I 
expect the MacBook Pro’s and iMacs to be updated with faster processors, but I cant see anything revolutionary 
coming along. Apple TV will hopefully get a big update to allow Apps, and deals should be done with content 
providers in the UK to get TV programs on there like they have in the USA. 

I think 2011 will be the year of the Tablet, seeing Apples success with the iPad. I think manufactures will 
bombard us with hundreds of different Tablet designs, most running the Android operating system. I also think 
most will fail miserably. The iPad succeeds because it is a stunning design and, more importantly, very easy for 
novices to pick up and use. I’ve yet to see a competing product that has either of those features, and without 
them I fear they will end up like most Netbooks: left lying in a draw when people realise a full size computer is a 
better bet. Furthermore, I think we will see the decline of Netbooks and the rise of cheaper, higher powered 
laptops, as manufactures realise that people want to do more than browse the odd web page and reply to emails  
but don’t want to pay a fortune. 

In the Windows world I don’t see a lot happening. Windows 7 will get its first service pack, but that will really just 
be a rollup of all the updates we’ve had throughout the year. Microsoft will start bundling Security Essentials, their 
Anti-Virus program, with Windows Update to people who have no protection. This will cause all the other 
Antivirus providers to cry foul! Expect the same outcry that we had from browser suppliers that led to the browser 
selection confusion we experienced last year. 

At some point in the year Google will release their Chrome operating system, a cut down system that really just 
gives you a simple way to get on the internet. I predict it will be hailed by techies as the best thing in the world, 
and be totally ignored by everyone else and quietly dropped by the end of the year. 

We can expect the smartphone market to continue to grow, with more and more Android phones being released. 
These will come with bigger screens, faster processors and still be far too complicated for normal people to use. 
The iPhone will continue to be the most sought after device and the previously mentioned normal people, who 
just want to get on with their lives, will buy a Nokia. 

Finally, it would be nice if 2011 became the year broadband suppliers got their act together and eradicated 
Spam/Viruses. Better yet, they should provide the sort of high speed access they promise to all areas of the 
country, but I’m not holding my breath on that one! 

Happy New Year! 

If you have any questions or anything you would like me to cover in this column, email me at look@4-
11consultants.co.uk 

David runs 4-11 Consultants, a local company specialising in home and small business computer problems and 
can be contacted on 01206736161 


