
Tips, Tricks and Advice from your local “IT Guru” 

This month I want to talk to you about the coming year. Yes, it’s that time again, where I do a bit of stargazing 
and try to predict what’s going to appear in the next twelve months. First, let’s start with phones. I think it’s safe to 
say that a new iPhone will be released, sometime around October, and if Apple follow their normal procedure 
then it will be an interim model. So, expect a 5s with a speed increase, battery improvements and a more robust 
case. Of course, there will also be a new operating system, and iOS 7 will bring some small improvements. Siri 
will become far more useful, and the whole interface will improve due to Jonny Ive now being in charge. He’s the 
guy that, so far, has only designed the hardware. But, now he’s in charge of the whole thing, and I expect big 
things! I guess that we can safely say that there’ll be a new Samsung phone released every month (that’s what it 
feels like, anyway) and that the Android OS will continue to dominate the smartphone market. With Windows 
Phone 8 and Blackberry devices also available, I think this is the year that Smartphones will be the norm, rather 
than the exception for most people. Talking of those last two manufacturers, I think that Windows Phone 8 will 
gradually pick up sales given that Nokia’s will soon announce a phone that has a very high-spec camera. Also, 
with the launch of Blackberry 10 OS early this year, I think that Blackberry will come back as the number three 
supplier of Smartphones, taking advantage of the huge user base and a brand new, up-to-date operating system. 

Looking toward PC’s, I think we’ll see a whole raft of Windows 8 systems with touchscreens. These will mainly be 
laptops, but I think we’ll also see a major switch to touchscreens on desktop systems as well. I expect Apple to 
enable the use of touch on its OS this year, so I’d look out for a new range of Apple systems that support it later 
in the year. Despite all the naysayers, I think that Windows 8 will be a success. This will especially be the case if 
manufacturers bring out low-priced Windows tablet devices later in the year, as people will switch to using them 
over the traditional PC system. I think this may be the last year that we see people buying traditional computers, 
as for most people a tablet that can metamorphose into a device with a keyboard will be all that they truly need.  

The Internet will continue to become far more integrated in everyday life, and Google will use its usual scattergun 
approach to bring out new services, most of which will likely be quietly dropped as nobody takes them up. 
Facebook, on the other hand, could well see a major decline in usage, as people will get utterly fed up with the 
continuous adverts and security issues.  

In other areas, it’s possible that we might see a few manufacturers developing smart watches, which are devices 
that hook up to your phone and display key information: emails, texts, and alerts. One of these, combined with a 
larger phone or tablet, might be an interesting idea.  

Whatever is about to appear, however, rest assured that I will be here to help guide you through the labyrinth that 
is the gadget world. I’m sure it’s going to be a very interesting year. 

If you have any questions or anything you would like me to cover in this column, email me at look@4-
11consultants.co.uk 

 David runs 4-11 Consultants, a local company specialising in home and small business computer problems and 
can be contacted on 01206736161 


