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This month I want to talk to you about Christmas. By the time you get to read this there will only be a few 
shopping weeks left to decide what presents to shower on your loved ones, or even yourself. So, here’s a few 
hints for things to buy the computer and gadget lovers in your life. 

First of all, what about a new desktop PC? The first choice has got to be a gorgeous 27 inch Apple iMac. Okay, I 
know, it’s expensive, but it’s honestly worth the buy. Starting at around £1500, it has to be the ultimate gift for a 
computer lover and will still be going strong long after all the chocolates have gone. If that’s a little too pricey for 
you, then what about a Mackbook Pro Laptop? Ultra thin and super powerful, I can’t imagine anyone being upset 
if they found one of these in their stocking. It still might be stretching the budget a little at just under £1000 
though! Moving down to more reasonable levels of pricing, there is a whole range of Windows based desktops 
and laptops at well below £500 nowadays. These may be less stylish than an Apple, but just as functional. If 
even this is too expensive, you can pick up a quite useable laptop for £299, and a Netbook will be even cheaper. 
If you just want to do the basic computing tasks then these will certainly be up to the job.  

If you’re not sure about a PC, then what about diving into the world of Smartphones? Of course, the ultimate 
offering is again from Apple. The iPhone is a stunning piece of design, and a joy to use. Don’t expect to get much 
change from £500, though. Moving down the price range, the bargain of the year has got to be the Orange San  
Francisco. At £99 on Pay-As-You-Go, it’s a fully functioning Smartphone that runs the Android operating system 
with all the features of the iPhone, for a quarter of the cost. Although locked to Orange on purchase, it can be 
unlocked for any network for well under a fiver, and has to be the best of the cheaper Smartphones. To get the 
best from it you will need to be a bit technically minded though, and if that puts you off then there are plenty of 
other options.  At slightly more money there are the entry level Blackberries. Something like the 8520 is definitely 
the hot phone for young people to have this year, and last time I looked they were going for around £140. My 
choice though would be a Nokia N8. It does everything the iPhone can do, plus a lot more. It’s list of features 
makes most other Smartphones look under specified and can be had for around £350. It’s biggest selling point is 
the whopping 12 megapixel camera, by far the best on any phone at the moment and good enough to leave your 
point and shoot behind when you’re out and about. If you can do without the HDMI out (for connecting to HD 
TV’s) then the Nokia C7 has all the same features for about £70 less. 

Finally, we can’t ignore gaming at Christmas. This year it’s going to be a bumper year, as both Microsoft and 
Sony are bringing out major enhancements to their game consoles. Sony has “Move” on it’s Playstation 3 and 
Microsoft has given the Xbox360 “Kinect”. Both are systems that add motion detection, much like the Nintendo 
Wii, but more advanced; they allow you to control actions in the game just by waving your arms or jumping up 
and down. The Sony system uses controllers with coloured balls at the tip, and the Xbox is all done by 
recognising your body movements. Both systems seem to work very well and add a new level of realism to the 
games that are now being released, with the Xbox looking to be the better system to me. Existing systems can 
be upgraded for around £130, and I would expect to see some good deals on bundles of games and the kits 
appearing in the shops soon. 

I’d certainly be pleased with any of the high tech toys mentioned above. In fact, I might even treat myself. 

If you have any questions or anything you would like me to cover in this column, email me at look@4-
11consultants.co.uk 

David runs 4-11 Consultants, a local company specialising in home and small business computer problems and 
can be contacted on 01206736161 


