
Tips, Tricks and Advice from your local “IT Guru” 

This month I want to talk to you about Internet privacy. With the explosive growth of social networks like 
Facebook and Twitter, it has become really easy to tell all your friends and family where you are and what you 
are doing 24 hours a day. The trouble is that unless you are careful you might end up broadcasting more than 
you had planned! 

I’m not going to go into the specifics of restricting the information on view, any social network will have privacy 
settings and you need to set them at a level you are comfortable with. What I would like to do is explain the 
dangers of living your life in full view. 

It’s not uncommon nowadays for employers to check Facebook and Twitter. Imagine what they would think if they 
saw a string of status update from an employee detailing drunken nights out or plans to change jobs and 
complaints about work? Most employers now check up on prospective employees in the same way, so you could 
be prejudicing your chances before even getting to an interview. Microsoft even makes this easy: there is a tool 
for Outlook that aggregates all of the information it can find from social networks into one simple view for each 
person in your email list. 

It’s not just employers that take advantage of all of this information. Posting “going on holiday for two weeks” up 
on Facebook is the modern day equivalent of not cancelling the milk or leaving the curtains pulled for a fortnight. 
Essentially, you are letting burglars know the place is empty. It’s not just burglars that are out to steal from you. 
One of the cleverest tricks I have heard was using information gleaned from Facebook, Twitter and Google 
Streetview as the basis of a price for some work, all done in real time whilst on the phone to a customer. 

The amount of information that is freely available is truly amazing. Any posts you make on discussion forums can 
be found by Google, and pictures you upload can have time and location data hidden within them. Comments 
you made in a moment of weakness can come back to haunt you years later, and as we know from the latest 
iPhone scandal even your phone is tracking you. 

The real trick with publishing anything on the Internet is to assume that it will become public, and that should 
dictate what information you are willing to disclose. 

On a completely different subject. I have just been given a gadget that measures how much power I am using in 
my house in real time. It’s a bit of a shock to find that my nice 27-inch screen cost £4.78 a month to run. So 
here’s a quick money saving tip, set your PC so that the screen is sent to sleep after 15 minutes of idle time, it 
could save you a few pounds a month. 

If you have any questions or anything you would like me to cover in this column, email me at look@4-
11consultants.co.uk 

 David runs 4-11 Consultants, a local company specialising in home and small business computer problems and 
can be contacted on 01206736161 


