
Tips, Tricks and Advice from your local “IT Guru” 

 

This month I want to talk to you about web browsers. A little while ago Microsoft lost a legal battle with the EU. 

I’m not sure on all the details, but the upshot was that Microsoft were deemed to be not playing fair by having 

Internet Explorer bundled in with Windows operating systems. Now, I don’t want to get into how ridiculous this is 

or the fact that it could very well apply to lots of other parts of Windows, but the fact is that Microsoft lost. This 

means that they now have to give people a choice on what browser they use to explore the Internet. Again, this 

ignores the fact that the choice has always been there. After all, no one forces you to use Internet Explore. What 

this means for us poor users is that, starting from the beginning of March, rolled out with various other Windows 

Updates will be a program that asks you to choose which browser you wish to use. This program will be 

downloaded and installed just like any other update; the first you will know about it is after starting Windows. You 

will get a window on the screen asking you to make a choice of browser. Thus far , I have seen the choices will 

be: 

Internet Explore 8 

Mozilla Firefox 

Opera 

Apple Safari 

Google Chrome 

There are also another five choices if you hunt for them, of even more obscure browsers which are best ignored. 

The update will also place an icon on your desktop so you can get the choice window back if you decide to ignore 

it at the time it first appears. 

Now, which to choose? My advice would be to stick with Internet Explorer. If you have version 8 then you can 

dismiss the window and carry on as before, and if you are using an older version then you should update to 

version 8 as it is faster, more secure and offers some extra functions. Internet Explorer has over 60% of the 

market and every website will display on it, something that can’t be said of some of the others, so unless you 

have a really good reason for using an alternative I’m not entirely sure that it’s worth the bother of changing. 

People often cite speed as the main reason for using something like Firefox but honestly, unless you live in a 

browser all day every day, the few seconds you save are totally irrelevant. Security used to be an issue in old 

versions of Internet Explorer, but all that’s fixed in version 8 and none of the browsers are going to save you from 

your own actions. Remember, don’t click on links in emails, don’t open unsolicited emails, and don’t respond to 

pop up windows telling you your PC is infected and you need to “click here” to remove the virus. 

One last thing, though. I don’t suppose it will be long before some enterprising bad guy gets the idea that a 

window looking like the browser choice would be a good way to get people to click on a link, so just be careful 

that what you are clicking on really is from Microsoft. 

If you have any questions or anything you would like me to cover in this column, email me at look@4-

11consultants.co.uk 

David runs 4-11 Consultants, a local company specialising in home and small business computer problems and 

can be contacted on 01206736161 

mailto:look@4-11consultants.co.uk
mailto:look@4-11consultants.co.uk

