
Tips, Tricks and Advice from your local “IT Guru”

This month I want to talk to you about doing more with your computer. Most people nowadays buy a PC to do 
things like email, Web surfing and maybe a bit of writing, but your PC is capable of much more. Here’s a little 
taster of what you could be using that expensive box for.

Phone

Skype is a free program you can download from the internet that turns your computer into a telephone. You can 
call any other Skype user in the world for free, or any normal phone for a much reduced cost. But it doesn’t stop 
there; you can also make a video call and actually see the person at the other end. What a perfect way to keep in 
touch with loved ones! All you need is a USB headset and microphone, and if you want video then a webcam, 
which is available from any PC store for about a £20. You might even have the necessary equipment already, 
Apple computers come with webcams and microphones built in and lots of Windows laptops are now including 
them as well.

TV

It’s not unusual to get a 24 inch display with a new computer and you could add a monster screen to an existing 
system. So why not use that giant display to watch TV? All you need is a USB TV card, available from any large 
PC store, and you can turn your PC into a fully fledged Personal Video Recorder (PVR), allowing you not only to 
watch broadcast TV but also pause, record and replay programs as well. Even without the TV card you can still 
watch lots of content. iTunes from Apple allows you to download and watch TV programs or films, and most of 
the big TV channels have a way of watching their content online nowadays. BBC iPlayer, for instance, looks 
stunning on my 32 inch screen. Finally, if you already have a large flat screen TV, it will probably have a 
connector for your PC, so you could pipe anything showing on your computer to a nice big display.

Darkroom

Organising, editing and printing you photos is an ideal task for a computer. If you have a Mac you already have a 
pretty good tool in iPhoto. For a PC I would download Picasa from Google for basic organising and editing. For 
more advanced use I would recommend a program called Photoshop Elements. Most cameras come with a USB 
lead to connect to a computer and some software to transfer the pictures. In fact, a lot of cameras will just show 
up as a removable drive on your computer, doing away with the need for any software at all. Another way is to 
take the memory card out of the camera and put it in the PC. Some PCs have card readers built in or you can 
buy a USB reader for under a tenner. Once the pictures are on the computer you can easily do basic editing like 
rotating, cropping, colour adjustment and removing red eye, and with a little time and patience you can do some 
impressive retouching.

Entertainment Centre

Using your PC to store all your music is easy. Windows comes with its own media player but I would recommend 
using iTunes which is available for both Mac and Windows. You can of course buy music online, but a far 
cheaper option is to copy all your existing CD’s (a process known as ripping). Fire up iTunes and stick a CD in 
the PC and it will ask if you want to copy the music to your iTunes library. A few hours spent ripping all your CD’s 
will give you a nice music library which you can organise into playlists to give you just the right music for your 
mood. To get the best out of this system, invest in a decent set of PC speakers or connect your PC to your 
existing HiFi system. For those of us who remember when music came on vinyl, you can now buy a USB 
turntable to get all you old 45’s and 33’s into a digital format. Don’t forget radio as well; most radio stations have 
a website where you can listen live, or download a previous program. So now you can listen to your local station 
while you are away, catch up with news in your home town or just sample different radio stations.

If you have any questions or anything you would like me to cover in this column, email me at look@4-
11consultants.co.uk

David runs 4-11 Consultants, a local company specialising in home and small business computer problems and 
can be contacted on 01206736161
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