
Tips, Tricks and Advice from your local “IT Guru” 

This month I want to talk to you about tablets. As I mentioned in my article last month, I really think tablets are 
going to be big thing. Now, I don’t mean we will all be carrying around massive screens, although I suspect there 
will be a growing trend for larger and larger screen devices. No, what I mean is that by the end of the year I 
would expect anyone considering buying a new computer to be giving serious thought to having a tablet device 
instead. If you look at what most people are using home computers for, a tablet makes a lot of sense: they’re 
easy to use, last forever on a single battery charge, and can be left laying unobtrusively on a coffee table in the 
lounge ready for instant use. Even tasks such as video and picture editing, that only a few years ago would have 
been the domain of full sized PCs, can now be accomplished on a modern tablet with ease. If you factor in the 
idea that for most tablets there is an app for almost anything you would ever want to do, and that these things are 
better at playing games than all but the most powerful PC systems, you begin to see why people are forecasting 
the death of the PC as we know it. I’m not saying that a tablet can completely replace a system with a full size 
screen and keyboard, though. For instance, I use tablets a lot, but wouldn’t dream of using one to write this 
article. The onscreen keyboard is just not good enough for touch-typing. But, for tasks that require an easy 
method to type there are plenty of detachable keyboards that connect using Bluetooth, and you can even 
connect a TV or monitor if you really need a bigger display. 

However, there are a few compromises that have to be made. None of the current crop of tablets have more than 
128Gb of storage, and most only have 16-32GB so you won’t be storing huge amounts of video or music on 
them. Some have the ability to add storage in the form of memory cards, but in the long run I believe the idea is 
that everything will eventually be moved into the Cloud. Storing everything on a service like Dropbox or Skydrive 
is now reasonably cheap, secure, and does away with the need to worry about backups. Another huge 
advantage is the ability to access your data from a plethora of devices from anywhere in the world (given a half 
decent Internet connection). Hooking up to things like printers and scanners can be another problem if you 
haven’t got a very modern printer, but all tablets come with a camera, which makes a pretty good scanning 
device and to be honest, I can’t remember the last time I printed anything out. 

It will come as no surprise to regular readers to hear that my preferred choice of tablet would be the iPad. It really 
is the best device out there, and with so many apps and accessories made available for it there’s no question 
that it has to be the first choice. If the £399 price tag is a bit steep (although it’s probably less than you would pay 
for a full PC system) then the iPad Mini at £269 would be my second choice. Coming down again in price, the 
Google Nexus tablets would be next on my list. Starting at £159, they really are a bargain. At 7 inches, the 
screen of the cheaper models is a bit small if you intend to do a lot of work, but for simple tasks it’s more than 
good enough. As I said earlier, you can always hook it up to a bigger screen and keyboard if you need to. I would 
steer clear of things like the Amazon Kindle Fire, the Archos tablets, and any device at the lower end of the price 
scale. Whilst they may be fine as a simple tablet, they are just a bit too restrictive to replace a full PC system.  

Finally we have the great big elephant in the room that is Windows 8. This is where it begins to get interesting. As 
of now, it’s possible to buy a Windows 8 device that has all the benefits of a tablet, such as: ease of use, a 
growing range of applications in its app store, and long battery life. But, these tablets are also able to run every 
traditional Windows application ever produced, including the full Microsoft Office suite. Just like other tablets, 
these devices can connect to larger screens and keyboards, but also support all of the legacy peripherals you 
might have kicking about as well. Top end models even support handwriting recognition, which means you can 
scribble on the screen and it will convert it into typewritten text, which is a great way to get round the limitations of 
typing on a sheet of glass. All is not rosy, however. Windows 8 still has a tendency to install updates at the most 
inopportune moments. Furthermore, despite Windows 8 being much better than previous versions, there is still a 
nagging worry that a virus will infect the device. These are all things which are of no concern when considering 
an iPad. 

I am currently using such a device, an Asus Vivo Tab Smart, which is selling for about £400. It has a battery life 
of around 8-10 hours, 128GB of disk space, and a 10 inch screen. It can do everything my laptop can, and yet it 
is as small and light as an iPad. If someone would produce a docking station I could just drop it into in order to 
connect up to my giant screen and keyboard, it would be close to my ideal device. 

By the end of the year I expect there to be a broader range of Windows 8 devices available, and maybe we really 
will have moved into the post-PC era, just like Steve Jobs predicted over 3 years ago. 



If you have any questions or anything you would like me to cover in this column, email me at look@4-
11consultants.co.uk 

David runs 4-11 Consultants, a local company specialising in home and small business computer problems and 
can be contacted on 01206736161 


