
Tips, Tricks and Advice from your local “IT Guru” 

This month I want to talk to you about the next few months coming up in the tech world. Starting in September, 
there is going to be a whole range of new gadgets released. In fact, the build up to Christmas is going to be filled 
with a huge, brand new variety of phones, computers, tablets and software, so I thought that I would give you 
some advanced warning of what to avoid and what is a must have. 

First in the upgrade cycle is Amazon. They have just released a whole new range of Kindles, and if you enjoy 
reading books but are fed up with carrying around, or storing a pile of paperbacks, then a Kindle may be a good 
buy. Electronic books have really taken off in the last year or so, and nowadays most books are published as e-
books as soon as they are released in paper form. The price has dropped dramatically as well, both on the 
readers and the books themselves. Prices for Kindles start at around £70 for a basic reader, with the price 
creeping up to about £160 for a fully-fledged tablet like the Kindle Fire. Don’t forget though, if you already have a 
Smartphone or Tablet then you can download the Kindle app for free and start reading e-books on your existing 
device. Speaking of Tablets, although the Fire is marketed as a tablet and looks a bargain compared to 
something like the iPad, there really is no comparison. The iPad beats it in every respect. As far as I am 
concerned, the only tablet worth buying is an iPad, and if the £300 plus asking price puts you off, there is a very 
strong rumour of a slightly smaller, much cheaper iPad coming in the near future.  

By the time you are reading this, Apple will have announced (and maybe even released) their new iPhone. This 
happens around the same time every year, and creates a huge buzz and demand for the new version. This 
means that if you are not desperate to have the latest and greatest, now can be a good time to find yourself a 
bargain, as last year’s models will be much cheaper. If you don’t want to splash out on a new iPhone, Apple will 
also be releasing the next version of their mobile operating system (IOS) giving you old phone a new lease of life. 

If you are not a fan of Apple, then you may be interested to know that Nokia and Microsoft will be releasing 
Windows Phone 8 in October. This is a big upgrade from Windows Phone 7, bringing the operating system, and 
the hardware it’s is able to run on, right up to date with it’s competitors. I have high hopes for Windows Phone, 
actually. If you want an easy to use Smartphone, but don’t want to pay Apple’s prices, then I think you will be 
impressed by the specifications and abilities of the new generation of devices. Again, if you don’t want to live on 
the cutting edge, then older devices running Windows Phone 7 will be available at bargain prices for a few 
months. 

Of course, possibly the biggest release in October is going to be Windows 8, both for PC’s and the new breed of 
tablets from Microsoft and it’s partners. With a fancy new touch based interface and a whole host of touch screen 
laptops and tablets, it promises to be the biggest change since Windows XP came along. Although you will be 
able to upgrade your existing operating system to Window 8 for a modest fee, you really won’t see any benefits 
unless you have some sort of touch screen capabilities on your system. I intend to devote an entire column next 
month to all the new features and benefits of the new O/S so you will be able to decide if it’s worth making the 
leap. In the meantime, if you are planning on buying a new PC it might be worth haggling as you are effectively 
buying an older model. At the very least make sure you are entitled to a free upgrade to Windows 8 when it does 
get released. 

If you have any questions or anything you would like me to cover in this column, email me at look@4-
11consultants.co.uk 

 David runs 4-11 Consultants, a local company specialising in home and small business computer problems and 
can be contacted on 01206736161 


