
Tips, Tricks and Advice from your local “IT Guru” 

 

This month I want to talk to you about connecting ‘stuff’ to the Internet. In the last month I have been asked how 

to connect a couple of things and it got me thinking, so I thought it was worth sharing with you. First of all, a bit of 

background. Most people get their Internet in one of two ways: through a telephone cable or through a cable 

connection with Virgin Media. There are wireless options as well, which are either through a Cellular Dongle or 

some sort of community wireless scheme. Also, if you really live out in the sticks you are able to use Satellite, but 

the vast majority of you will have a wired connection. Everything I discuss here is applicable to all but the Cellular 

Dongle. 

 In the old days, most people only had one computer and it would connect with a simple wired connection and 

everything was easy. Now, we can have a PC in every room, Smartphones and games consoles dotted about the 

house, and even TV’s and DVD players that demand Internet access. The problem of how we connect them all 

then arises. Most Internet Service Providers (ISP’s) nowadays give you some sort of router to plug your 

equipment into. Typically, one end will plug into your telephone or cable socket and the other end into your 

computer via what is called an Ethernet (or Network) connection. It may be very simple, with only one connection, 

or it may have multiple wired and wireless connections. If you want to connect multiple devices, you need one of 

the clever one’s with up to four Ethernet ports. The simplest, fastest and most reliable connection is always going 

to be wired. So, if you can, just run a cable from the router to whatever device you are trying to connect. This 

works fine for things like computers, TV’s, DVD players, Set Top Boxes or games consoles, but isn’t a lot of good 

if you can’t get wires through walls or for more portable items like Smartphone’s and laptops. This is where 

wireless comes in. Wireless is clever; it takes your internet connection and broadcasts it around your house 

without any pesky cables for every device to share (providing they have suitable equipment and the password for 

your network). It sounds wonderful and most of the time it is, but there are some problems. Firstly, not everything 

can be connect wirelessly, desktop PC’s and TV/DVD players often don’t have wireless built in, so some sort of 

adaptor will be necessary, adding to the complexity.  By far, the biggest problem is that wireless is just plain flaky!  

It’s susceptible to all sorts of interference from things like cordless phones, microwaves and other wireless 

networks, and it doesn’t like going through thick walls or ceilings. In real world conditions, it has about half the 

quoted speed and range and is far harder to set up than it should be. Having said that, when it works it manages 

to work well, and is a good solution if you can’t run wires everywhere.  Another option that is becoming popular is 

what ‘s known as Ethernet over Powerline, which basically uses your mains cabling as a network. A typical kit 

consist of two adaptors, and you connect them to your router and device by Ethernet cable and then plug them 

into the mains in each room. They then use the mains wiring to form a connection. You can add extra adaptors to 

extend the network to other rooms as you wish. This system works well in houses with modern wiring, and I’ve 

used it in a few places where wireless just wouldn’t work. However, it too has some problems with interference 

and the adaptors are not the most elegant of designs. 

In truth, you are probably going to need a combination of these three technologies to provide internet access 

throughout your house and they all do work well together. Just remember, if possible use wires as it will save a 

lot of frustration at some point. 

If you have any questions or anything you would like me to cover in this column, email me at look@4-

11consultants.co.uk 

David runs 4-11 Consultants, a local company specialising in home and small business computer problems and 

can be contacted on 01206736161 
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