
Tips, Tricks and Advice from your local “IT Guru” 
This month I want to talk to you about my computer setup. A few people have asked what computers, phones 
and tablets I use, so I thought the best way would be to describe a typical day using my technology.  

As can be expected, my iPhone goes everywhere with me. Regardless of where I am, or what Iʼm doing, you can 
guarantee that it will be nearby. So, itʼs only natural that I use it as an alarm clock as well as a normal phone. As 
soon as it wakes me I usually quickly check my email to make sure nothing untoward has happened with any of 
the system I look after, and then I leave it playing music whilst I get ready for the day.  I am lucky enough to work 
from home, so itʼs only a short commute for me to my office. I am also lucky enough to own an Apple iMac with a 
27-inch screen hooked up to a large TV. This gives me the flexibility to have lots of things displayed at once, and 
is a huge benefit when working on complex tasks. I have it set up so that it starts up around six in the morning 
and starts working through backups and downloading any new podcasts that I subscribe to. So, when I stagger 
in, everything is ready. I hit the button on the coffee machine and drop the iPhone into the docking station, and by 
the time coffee is ready the phone has synced and any recently downloaded podcasts are ready to be played 
whilst I am out and about. 

One of the biggest challenges facing an ICT expert nowadays is keeping up with the rapid changes in technology 
that are occurring. I used to receive three or four magazines a month that would keep me up to date, but now 
things change so fast that I find it easier to subscribe to the RSS feeds of about 30 technology websites using 
Google Reader. Normally I read these feeds on my iPad, whilst sipping the first coffee of the day. As well as 
technology news, I also catch up on the rest of the world news using this method.  

Depending on my plans for the day, I either grab my laptop and head out the door or settle down at the desk for 
some office-based work. In either case, I am still amazed at how things have changed in the 10 years I have 
been working from home. When I started my business the office took up a whole room, with three or four 
computers and screens running all the different operating systems I needed to support. Today, I simply have the 
iMac, and use it to run all the operating systems as virtual machines. Even the printer has shrunk to a small box 
that connects wirelessly, and it doubles as a scanner and photocopier as well. This means that my office can now 
be one desk in the conservatory, or one laptop when I am on the move. The proliferation of Wi-Fi, 3G and Cloud 
Storage means that I am not tied to a specific location, and can even work quite productively from a coffee shop 
if I want too. 

Talking of being on the move, I used to have to carry two bulky, heavy cases when I was out visiting clients. One 
had a big clunky laptop, and the other all the CDʼs, cables, chargers and tools I needed. Thanks to 
miniaturisation, standardisation and the huge increase in power and battery life of portable devices, I now only 
carry a small shoulder bag. This contains an Apple MacBook Pro, a Multi-Tool and a 32gb USB stick. In fact, a lot 
of the time I can get away with just my iPhone and the USB stick. I also manage to kit out the car with my 
gadgets as well. The iPhone functions as a Satnav, media player, communications device and at a pinch can act 
as a broadband modem for the laptop.  

Throughout the day I will be using he most convenient device to check my email, calendars, and social 
networking sites. I am also able to update documents, and in any spare time I can catch up on whichever eBook I 
am reading or listening to. As all of these systems are connected, there is no duplication, redundancy or any 
chance of missing something; through the magic of the Internet everything remains in sync. 

At the end of the working day the office computer turns into a media system, streaming music to speakers dotted 
around the house. It can also pipe movies and TV programs to the main television, or the bedroom, via Apple TV. 
Finally, a quick catch-up of RSS feeds before bed using the iPad finishes off another high-tech day. 

Now, I am the first to admit my use of technology maybe a little over the top. But, I hope this article gives you an 
idea of what is possible with modern technology. Whilst it may seem daunting to some, all of this is will become 
normal, everyday practice to the next generation. 

If you have any questions or anything you would like me to cover in this column, email me at look@4-
11consultants.co.uk 

 David runs 4-11 Consultants, a local company specialising in home and small business computer problems and 
can be contacted on 01206736161 


